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COYOTE POINT MUSEUM AND SEQUOIA AUDUBON 

COLLABORATE 

BY M A R K 8 A T C H E L E R 

EDUCATOR AT COYOTE POINT MUSEUM 

Coyote Point Museum and the Sequoia Audubon Society have banded together in order to 
create an Audubon exhibit at Coyote Point Museum in San Mateo. The current plan for the 
exhibit includes the use olsome ofCoyote Point Museum's many bird mounts, most of 
which are native to the Bay Area. Carol Masterson and several volunteers from Sequoia 
Audubon are currently meeting with the Education staff from the museum to utilize the 
knowledge and experience of all individuals involved. 

The goal of the exhibit will be to aid the general public, particularly children, in gaining 
interest and knowledge of hirding while promoting the missions of the Museum and the 
Audubon Society. Much of the design and scope ofthe exhibit is still being developed; thus 
we are looking lor individuals to participate by helping us plan, design, and construct this 
exhibit. 

As birding is often a gate\\ ay to the natural world tor many people, this exhibit is ideal for 
the mission of Coyote Point Museum-- to inspire life-long commitments to caring for the 

-earth. By expanding our awareness and understanding of' the natural world, birds can draw 
us deep into the wildcrncs-. that surrounds our homes, towns, and cities. This makes sense, 
as no animal or any living entity can stand alone; we are all interconnected at the most ba­
sic level. 

If you arc interested in working on this project, please contact Carol Masterson at 650-347-
1769. 

2006 CRYSTAL SPRINGS CHRISTMAS COUNT 

BY AL DEMARTINI 

This year the stars lined up for us as we passed the 
magic 200-spccies threshold for the first time since 
1994 a very satisfying n:,uJtl Thanks to all who 
helped out. Everyone did <1 great job, particularly my 
co-compilers, Leslie Flint and Gary Dcghi. I believe 
we've been averaging about 190 species per annum in 
the intervening years. I wa' a bit surprised when it 
worked out this way, cons1dcring that we missed a lew 
of our rare but usually reliable species such as Bald 
Eagle, Common Moorhen. Glaucous Gull, and Black­
legged Kittiwake. We also did not sec several count 
week birds we assume were present-- TuHcd Duck, e Palm and at least 6 Nashville Warblers and Red 
Crossbills. (I think the alicrnoon wind hurt us on some 
of these passerincs, though in general the lovely DRY 
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Monthly Meetings 
San Mateo Garden Center 

(See program details on page 2) 

April 
Thursday, 12t\ 7:00 PM 
Program: Let's Get Back to the 

Basics of Birding 

May 
Thursday, lOth, 7:00PM 
Program: Photo Safari to East 

Africa 

June 
Thursday, 14t\ 6:00PM 
Program: Birding Tour of Costa 

Rica 
Potluck Meeting 

Upcoming Field Trips 
(See trip details on page 3) 

April 
Saturday, 7th Filoli Estate 
Saturday, 14th Basics of Birding 
Saturday, 28th Yerba Buena 

Nursery 

Sunday, 29th Mines Road 

Sunday, 29th Edgewood Park 

May 
Sunday, 6th San Bruno 

Mountain* 
Saturday & Sunday, 12th & 13th 

Int'l Migratory Bird 
Days* 

*Beginner IF amity Trip 

Check the field trip descriptions for 
any special information or require­
ments. Late comers may be disap­
pointed. For all field trips, bring your 
binoculars, water, sun block, a hat; 
wear sturdy walking shoes or boots, 
and always dress in layers for hot 
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MEETING PROGRAMS 
BY CAROL MASTERSON 

Let's Get Back to the Basics of Birding 
By Allan Ridley 
Thursday, April 12,7:00 PM 
Allan Ridley, leader ofthe Golden Gate 
Audubon monthly bird walks at the San 
Francisco Botanical Gardens, will offer an 
evening class and Saturday field trip 
focused on Birding Basics. lie will cover 
how to look; what to look for; what to 
look through: guidebooks and references: 
tips for effective spotting: confident 
identification, and rewarding observation 
of birds. Participants should bring their 
binoculars and field guides to class as well 
as to the field trip. 

Accompanying Field Trip 
Saturday, April 14, 8:30AM- Noon 
The follow-up field trip will be to upper 
Edgewood Park. Directions and meeting 
place will be announced at the Thursday 
night lecture. ($5.00 per person) 
Leaders: Allan will be assisted by his 
partner in birding (as in life), Helen 
McKenna-Ridley. 

Now retired and volunteering as a 
ZooMobile instructor for the San 
Francisco Zoo, Allan taught ornithology 
for many years at the Urban School of San 
Francisco. Helen and Allan have been 
leading regular monthly walks in the San 
Francisco Botanical Gardens f(Jr the past 
nine years and have led birding trips to 
Australia, Costa Rica, and New Zealand. 

Photo Safari to East Africa: Rwanda 
and Kenya- The Great Migration and 
Gorillas, Too 
Thursday, May I 0, 7:00PM 
By Diane and Bryant Hichwa 
In the summer of 2006, Diane and Bryant 
II ichwa toured seven national parks and 
preserves in East Africa. The trip started 
with a sobering visit to the Genocide 
Memorial in Kigali, Rwanda, followed by 
an exhilarating hike to observe two 
families of Mountain Gorillas in the misty 
Virunga Mountains. In Kenya the route 
was planned to visit varying habitats of 
plains, mountains, and rainforest in order 
to see everything from antelope to zebras 
and wildebeests crossing the Mara River 
as they move from the Serengeti into the 
Mara Triangle. 
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Diane and Bryant are both past 
presidents of Sonoma County's 
Madrone Audubon Society. Bryant is 
currently the president ofthe Board of • 
Audubon Canyon Ranch. He is 
Professor of Physics and Astronomy at 
Sonoma State University and a recent 
recipient of the campus teaching award. 
Diane volunli.:ers with several 
environmental organizations in Sonoma 
County. She leads environmental hikes 
and gives educational presentations for 
the Bird Rescue Center in Santa Rosa. 
Diane is also a long-time docent at the 
Bouverie Pn:~erve of Audubon Canyon 
Ranch. 

Monthly Meetings 
San Mateo Garden Center 

605 Parkside Way, San Mateo 
!'arks ide War is west ofA !ameda de las 

Pu!gm·. hellleen 26'" & 28'11AI·owes. 

Birding Tour of Costa Rica 
Thursday, June 14, 7:00PM 
By Bob and Sue Cossins, and Larry and 

Eileen Kay • 
Come along on this photo journey to 
Costa Rica. This small Central 
American country boasts over XOO 
species of birds and spectacular 
wildlife, steamy jungles, active 
volcanoes, and beautiful beaches. This 
is one of the really great birding 
destinations. Learn about the recent trip 
that our own members enjoyed earlier 
this year. They will have great stories to 
tell and great pictures to share. 

Eileen Kay i~ our Hospitality 
Chairman: you have probably seen her 
happy smile when you arrive at our 
Thursday evening programs. Eileen is 
active in the Plover Watch program at 
Half Moon Bay and has been a field 
trip leader. fler husband Larry owns the 
NAPA auto parts store in llaii'Moon 
Ray. He volunteers many hours as 
referee for h1gh school varsity 
basketball. Sue Cossins has been an 
active member of Sequoia Audubon for 
many years. She has served as our 
Secretary, and is the current Audubon • 
Canyon Ranch host, a field trip leader, 
active in Edgewood Park and Filoli bird 
monitoring and nest box programs, and 
is currently on our Board of Directors. 
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fiELD TRIPS 
~ BY CAROL MASTERSON 

e Filoli Estate 
Saturday, April 7, X:30 AM-- Noon 
Filoli Estate is the propertv of the Na­
tional Trust for Historic Preservation. 
We have been invited Ji.1r a morning of 
birding at this beautiful site on the edge 
of the San Francisco watershed. In addi­
tion to birds, the wildllowers should be 
very plentiful at this time, especially in 
the shadier areas on the hack roads. The 
grounds of riloli have a line planted gar­
den surrounded hy large oaks and trails 
leading to riparian, redwood. and Emn 
habitats. Over 96 species of birds have 
been found here. Reservations are re­
quired because this trip is I imited to 20 
people maximum. (Sorry, no children 
under 14.) No food or picnicking is al­
lowed, but all will be welcome aner the 
\\alk to buy light food and beverages at 
the Cafe and to visit the gi li shop. 
Directions: Take llwy 2XO to the Edge­
wood Road exit; go west. Turn right/ 
north on Canada Road and drive ap­
proximately. one mile to the entrance of 
Filoli. We will meet in front of the Visi-

.A tors Center. lfyou want to remain aller 
W' the field trip to walk through the house 

and/or l(mnal gardens. thLTC will be a 
$12.00 entrance fee. 1-!eavv rain cancels. 
Call Sue James ( 650) 34X-0315 to re­
serve your spot. 
Leaders: Sue James and I lonna Petersen 

Let's Get Back to the Basics of Birding 
Saturday April 14, X:30 AM Noon 
This Saturday morning field trip is the 
follow-up for our Thursdm. April 12111 

evening program. The walk will be at 
upper Edgewood Park. Directions and 
meeting location will he announced at 
the Thursday lecture. There will he a 
S5.00 charge li.1r the instructor's time. 
Bring binoculars and field guides. Dress 
1n layers: bring Jluids. He:1\ y rain can­
cels. 

Eastern Mo.jave Desert l.nng Weekend 
Birding Adventure 
April 13-15 
Sorry, trip full. 

Verba Buena Nursery Spring Birds 
A in a Bird-friendly Native Plant Garden 
W' Saturday, April 2X. 9:00 A VI Noon 

Yerba Buena Nursery is a wonderful 
place devoted to California native plants. 
It features a beautifuL long-established 
2.5-acre demonstration garden. With so 
many native plants, the nursery is very 
attractive habitat for local birds. First. we 
will bird around the grounds of the nurs­
ery looking f(x sparrows, vireos, war­
blers. Jlycatchers, woodpeckers, hum­
mingbirds, and many more species. Then 
we wi II learn from a Y erba Buena N urs­
ery expert which native plants are best for 
attracting birds and butterflies. Bring 
your lunch, and we can picnic at the nurs­
ery's tables. Cold drinks are <wailahle for 
purchase in the Garden Shop, which has 
hundreds of interesting items related to 
gardening, nature, and country living. 
V ou also can purchase bird-friendly 
plants for your garden at the nursery. 
Directions: From Hwy 2XO drive west on 
Woodside Road (Hwy X4) about 6 miles 
through the town of Woodside to Skyline 
Blvd. Turn !ell/south onto Skyline Blvd. 
Drive about 4.5 miles then watch for 
signs for Fogarty Winery. Where Fogarty 
Winery is on the !ell/east of Skyline there 
is a sign f()r Verba Buena Nursery on the 
right. Turn right/west onto the dirt road at 
the sign f(x Verba Buena Nursery. Stay to 
the right at each fork in the road for 2 
miles until you reach the nursery. We will 
meet in the parking lot at 9:00AM. Dress 
in layers: bring lunch. Rain cancels. For 
information call (650) 347-935X 
Leaders: Susan Peterson ( 650) 595-143X 
and Sue Cossins (650) 347-935X. 

Mines Rnad- the Ultimate Spring Bird 
Trip 
Sunday, April 29, X:OO AM 
A variety of habitats provides a bscinat­
ing multiplicity of birds not f(lllnd else­
where in the Bay Area. This will be an 
ali-day trip to this area in the Coast 
Range Mountains between Livermore and 
the Central Valley and Hwy 5. We will 
look for Phainopepla, Prairie Falcon. 
Lawrence's Goldfinch. Lewis' Wood­
pecker, Golden Fagle, and sparrows and 
hummingbirds. If we are very lucky we 
may even see a Wild Turkey or Roadrun­
ner. llavc a full tank of gas, water, and 
food since facilities are scarce. There are 
only two reliable restroom facilities, one 

(continued on page 4! 

Upcoming Field Trips 

(Continued/rom page I) 

sunny weather to cool windy condi­
tions. While we will attempt to stay 
on schedule, circumstances may dic­
tate changes to field trip leaders, 
dates, or times. For the latest sched­
ule and updates always go to the Se­
quoia Audubon website; contact the 
trip leader, or call Carol at 650-347-
1769. 

Audubon Canyon Ranch, 
Bolinas Lagoon Preserve 

Public Season 2007 

SAS has again been asked to provide 
hosts for the upcoming egret and 
heron nesting season at ACR. 

Please consider volunteering on one 
or more of the dates listed below. 
You will have an enjoyable time as 
you experience the beauty of ACR, 
view the magnificent birds and meet 
wonderful people. Duties include 
working from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
to greet and register guests and pro­
vide them with information and trail 
maps. 

Available dates: 

Saturday or Sunday, Apri I 14 or 15 
Saturday or Sunday, May 26 or 27 
Saturday or Sunday, June 23 or 27 
Wednesday, July 4 

Free lodging is available at adjacent 
Volunteer Canyon if you would like 
to spend the night. 

Please call Sue Cossins at 650-347-
9358 for details and to reserve your 
day. 
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(Field Trips, continued/rom page 3) 

at the lunch time stop and another at mid-afternoon at a county 
park. Weather is unpredictable and can range from cold and 
windy to hot and dry. Heavy rain cancels. 
Directions: Go east over the San Mateo Bridge and follow the 
signs to Hwy 1-580. Stay on 580 for about 25 miles to Vasco 
Road; exit right. Follow Vasco to Tesla Road and turn right. 
Turn left on Mines Road. Follow it for about I /4 mile to the 
Murietta Wells Winery turnofT(on the right) We will meet in 
the small parking area alongside Mines Road (don't cross the 
bridge into the winery). Carpooling encouraged. 
Leader: Leslie Flint (650) 573-6279 

Edgewood Park- Spring Birds and Wildflowers 
Sunday, April 29, 8:00AM - II :00 AM 
Edgewood Park has spectacular wildflowers and spring birding 
at its best. Over 60 species of birds have been identified here. 
Beautiful wi ldtlowers and more than 300 species of plants in­
cluding rare plants are found in this rich area. Ask Lee and 
Marilyn how you can volunteer to help the wildlife at Edgewood 
Park. The walk is over moderately strenuous terrain. Heavy rain 
cancels. 
Directions: The Edgewood Park entrance is cast of Hwy 280 on 
Edgewood Road in Redwood City. Meet the leader Lee Franks 
in the paved parking lot at the main gate. 
Leader: Lee Franks and Marilyn Travis. (650) 592-7733 

San Bruno Mountain 
Sunday, May 6, 9:00AM 
San Bruno Mountain stands as an island of open space on the 
border of San Mateo and San Francisco Counties. It is home to a 
wealth of wildlife, hidden pockets ofwoodlands, and sheltered 
canyons. We will look for quail, nuthatch, towhees, vireos, war­
blers, mockingbird, thrush, flycatchers, sparrows, wrens, hum­
mingbirds, and many other migrants. Depending on the winter 
rains we may sec spectacular wildflower displays. 
Directions: Take Highway I 0 I north to the Bayshore Boule­
vard/Brisbane exit. Proceed on Bayshore Boulevard to Guada­
lupe Canyon Parkway. Turn west on Guadalupe Canyon Park­
way toward the Mountain and proceed up the hill to the Park 
entrance on your right. Be prepared to pay a fcc. Meet in the 
main parking lot just beyond the entrance kiosk. Dress in layers 
for warm to cool and windy weather. Wear sturdy walking 
shoes/boots and bring fluids and snacks. We have binoculars to 
share. Not suitable for strollers. 
Leader: Leslie Flint (650) 573-6279 
Beginner/Family Trip 

2007 International Migratory Bird Days- Half Moon Bay 
Saturday and Sunday, May 12 & 13, 10:00 AM 
Guided bird walk each day at I :00 PM 
Join the nation in celebrating and learning about migratory birds 
--a day offun and learning for the whole L!mily. The weekend 
of May 12-13 is designated Migratory Bird Days. Learn about 
how climate changes effect the migration of birds from North 
America to Central and South America. Activities include ex­
hibits, arts and crafts, information about bird houses, guided bird 
walks, and activities for children. 
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(Cr\'stal Springs Count, continuedfiom page I 1 

day was quite laudable.) This overall good weather, together 
with a stellar alcid day at Pillar Point as well as 2 other good 
sea watches and a wide range of good scores and contributions 
from our varied coastal, interior, and bayside regions produced 
these excellent results. 

At sea some highlights included 2 Cravcri's Murrclets (new to 
the count and possibly the North American database), Elegant 
Tern and Parasitic Jaeger (both third ever records for the count), 
5 Pomarine Jaegers (new high count), Red-necked Grebe, 
Oldsquaw, plus 2 species ortubcnosc. Pigeon Guillemot, on top 
of 4 of our 5 'normal' ale ids (Cassin's Auk let has become quite ~ 
scarce due to an absence of krill) rounded ofT a great day of sea ~ 
watching. Rock Sandpiper was our rarest shorebird with 
Wandering Tattler and Lesser Ycllowlegs being welcome as 
good finds tend to be. Whimbrcl posted a new high count of 
117. Snowy Plovers came in at 52, a healthy number. Coastal 
landbirding turned up our fourth ever Yellow Warbler to 
complement 2 Black-throated Gray and a Wilson's Warbler 
along with a Rough-legged llawk, Short and Long-cared Chvls, 
I 0 Barn Swallows, 3 Blue-gray Gnatcatchcrs and a Swamp 
Sparrow. European Collared Doves may be here to stay 
coastally, posting a new high of 27. 

The interior count area contributed some exceptional finds 
including our second ever Pilcatcd Woodpecker. (Soon to be 
regular? We certainly hope so!) We al~o recorded American 
Dipper and Hermit Warblers, 3 Wild Turkeys, Osprey, another 
Swamp Sparrow, 3 Golden Eagles, 9 White-throated Swills, and 
our only Red-breasted Nuthatches (scarce this year). Standouts 
on or ncar the bay included Harlequin Duck and a new high 
count of'S Blue-winged Teal to go with another Osprey, 
European Widgeon, and a couple of Redheads and Green 
Herons plus Burrowing Owl. Two years in a row of good 
Clapper Rail numbers gladden the heart. 

Final tally: 202 species plus 5 count 11 cck species. 
We had 69 counters in the licld plus_\ feeder watches. 

Thanks again to all the participants and helpers as well as the 
agencies and landowners that gave us special access. Hope to 
sec you all next year! 



(Programs, colllilllli'dfimll page 'I 

(Sequoia could not function without her.) Sue's husband Bob is 
a nature photographer and has presented numerous photo 
exhibits in the Bay Area. lle has generously donated photos for 
our fundraising auctions. 
This meeting is a "potluck" meeting. Potluck begins at 6:00; 
program starts at about 7:00. Bring your own plate and 
utensils. Please bring a main dish, casserole, or salad to share. 
Sequoia Audubon will prO\ ide coffee, tea, and dessert. Come 
and meet our friendly members and vote on our slate of officers 
and directors. 

(Field !rips, continued/rom page 4) 

Directions: Take Hwy 92 west to Hwy I. Go south to the 
first intersection, Kelly Ave.; turn right and go west to the 
Half Moon Bay State Beach entrance. Admission to the State 
Park is $6 per car. Dress in layers for warm-to-cool weather. 
Bring a picnic lunch and 1luids. Be ready for a fun day. 
Beginner/Family Event- Wheelchair Accessible 

2006 ANO NUEVO CHRISTMAS 

COUNT 

BY AL DEMARTINI 

V cry fine weather along with our highest ever number of 
counters (59) and amount of effort (223.25 hrs) plus two extra 

~ p~rtics at Big Basin helped produce over_25 record high counts 
W' ol spec1es, as well as an equal number ot ncar record highs. 

Well done! Standout bird~ and notable phenomena observed 
included a new-to-count llooded Warbler with an accompani­
ment of 350 Townsend's and 1 Nashville Warbler, as well as an 
array of other species (count week American Redstart to boot). 
Many were feeding at ground level in a field of rotting Brussels 
sprouts. A new-to-count V csper Sparrow along with a Clay­
colored Sparrow and 400 Savannah Sparrows (high count) 
were sharing a weedy field. A high count of 550 Myrtle War­
blers was spread over approximately 3 square miles of scrub 
and riparian vegetation, along with a new-to-count Common 
Poorwill and a Red-naped Sapsucker. We also counted record 
highs of Pileated Woodpecker ( 17), Varied Thrush (I ,71 R! ), 
Western Screech ( 41) and Northern Saw-whet Owls (22), all at 
Big Basin. We had some good finds of easily missed waterfowl 
(Cackling Goose, flooded and Common Mergansers, and Red­
necked C1rcbc). We also recorded shorebirds (Ruddy Turn­
stone, Dowitcher. Western and Least Sandpipers, and Green 
Heron). gulls ( R ing-billcd and Pomarine Jaeger), ale ids 
(Marbled and Ancient Murrclcts), owls (Burrowing and 2 
Long-cared), and White-throated Swift. Added to this are 
songbirds (Tree and Violet-green Swallows), Oak Titmouse, 7 
(high count) House Wren~. Northern Mockingbird, California 
Thrasher, and 3 Hermit Warblers. All told, we came up with a 
very respectable total of 17 3 species and stayed bone dry doing 
it. Everyone seemed cspcctally pleased with that aspect of the 

~ count aller one-too-many blustery and sodden counts among 
., counts gone by. Thanks again to all counters and helpers and 

especially to my co-comptlcr Leslie Flint and, of course, all the 
agencies and landowners that granted us special access. 

TRIP REPORT - Los BANOS AND 

PANOCHE VALLEY 

BY LAURIE GRAHAM 

On Saturday, January 20, twelve intrepid members of the 
Sequoia Audubon Society met at McDonald's in Santa Nella 
for a two-day trip. The leaders were Joe Macho and Martha 
O'Neal. The followers were Jim Stillwell and Annie Boddum, 
Jean Ovenden, Eileen and Larry Kay, Barbara Wilson, Sue 
Cossins, Ron and Cindy Watson, John Johnson, JefT Fair­
clough and Laurie Graham, your humble reporter. The 
weather for the weekend was cold and moderately hazy. 

Day one concentrated on the Los Banos area refuges. Our 
first birds of the trip were House Sparrows, in the parking lot 
of McDonald's. More interesting birds were seen as we hit 
the road, specifically Hwy 33 northeast of Santa Nella: West­
ern Meadowlark, Northern Harrier, and Yellow-billed Mag­
pie. Along Santa Fe Grade Road, we saw many familiar 
shorebirds in an unfamiliar place. A few standout species: 
Wilson's Snipe, White-faced Ibis, Lesser Yellowlegs, Ameri­
can Pipit, and two American Bitterns in one spot, seen by 
everyone except Jeff and myself The sheer numbers of 
American Coots were remarkable- over 6000. 

At San Luis NWR, we followed the Tule Elk Tour Route. 
Besides the elk, notable birds were Wood Ducks flying over, 
and a few Sandhill Cranes flying in the distance. Loggerhead 
Shrikes were seen at every stop. At Merced NWR, 50 Greater 
White-fronted Geese flew overhead at the entrance. While 
Cindy and I chased down an owl that turned out to be a Great 
Horned, everyone went to the viewing platform where the 
most interesting birds were an American Bittern that gave 
great looks, Snow and Ross's Geese, and early Tree Swal­
lows. Best bird was a young male Cooper's Hawk who either 
was just practicing or was very inept; he missed a ground 
squirrel and a coot. We recorded 61 species for the day. 

We all mel f<.1r dinner at the Woolgatherers'- er, Woolgrow­
ers' -- Restaurant in Los Banos, a French Basque establish­
ment that hasn't changed in about 100 years. We timed it just 
right-- when we left, the line was out the door and around the 
building. 

On Day Two, we woke to hundreds of American Crows 
(conlinucd on pug<'{>) 
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(IJ>s Banos. continued ji'on1 page 5) 

around the motel. Our first stop was Panoche Reservoir, 
which was a bit of a bust -- 52 Ruddy Ducks and only 3 
Coots. As we traveled Little Panoche Road, we had a nice 
Prairie Falcon. 3 Ferruginous Hawks. and a licld full of 
Lark Sparrows. Just before Mcrccy Hot Springs. we had 
Horned Larks in another field. 

Mercey Hot Springs is totally incredible. In the camp­
ground. there arc a few Tamarisk trees, the only trees for 
miles around, in which owls spend the daylight hours. We 
saw two Barn and at least 24 Long-eared Owls. You just 
stand under a tree and look up. "There's one -- oh, there's 
another-- wait. there's two more -- wait. over there are 
six!" It's amazing, and all for 5 bucks a pop, hot springs 
included. Do the nice li.1lks there a favor, and reserve small 
bills for them. 

We lcfl MHS for Panoche Access Road, but didn't find 
anything interesting besides Leslie Flint, who joined us fi.1r 
lunch back at M HS. Arter lunch, spent in our various vehi­
cles (did I mention it was darn cold"~). Cindy and I went 
back to sec the Long-cared Owls again. Meanwhile, some­
one spotted a Greater Roadrunner and great excitement 
ensued. We watched the bird cross a large space. Larry 
tiring oflhis motor drive. Suddenly. a Cottontail ran right 
by the Roadrunner. Larry got the picture. 

We !ell Fresno County f(Jr San Benito County, and soon 
turned onto Panochc Road, a continuation of J I. We 
stopped at mile marker 22.49 at a t~1bulous oak tree hosting 
a Phainopepla, a Lewis's Woodpecker, and 6 or more 
Western Bluebirds, who entertained us by bathing in a 
stock tank at one point. We stopped again at marker 17.X6, 
south of Panoche Pass. where we had a Golden Eagle 
overhead (thank you. Leslie). Oak Titmice, and California 
Quails crossing the road. Slightly farther on, at marker 
13.00, we stopped in someone's thmt yard, fi.1r some mar­
velous birds, including Wrentits, visible in a tree. 

Our last stop was at Paicines Reservoir. First birds out of 
the bag were a pair of Bald Eagles, one adult and one im­
mature, on a power tower across the water from us. Wow! 
Other good birds here were over I 00 Common Mergansers 
along the far shore, Ring-necked Duck. llooded Mergan­
sers, and again Tree Swallows. Our day ended at 5:00pm, 
with everyone else heading home up llwy 25 . .Jeff and I 
spent another night in Los Banos, and birded the Pinnacles 
on Monday. Best bird'? California Condor. 

6 Sequoia Needles April-May 2007 

-o 
::r 
2. 
0 

OTHER BIRDING ACTIVITIES 

9111 Annual Aleutian Goose Festival, < 'rescent City e 
Friday~ Monday, March 30 ~April 2 
Celebrate spring with virtually the entire world's population of 
the once nearly extinct Aleutian Canad;l Goose. There will be XO 
different bird, nature. ocean charter, and heritage excursions. Por 
reservations and inf(Jrmation, see hltp: 
"11 11 .a lcutwngo( '~crest i' a l.mg or call ( 707) 465-0XXX. 
Beginner/Family Activity 

Audubon Canyon Ranch~ Bolinas Lagoon Preserve 
March 17 ~July 8 ~Open weekends and holidays I 0:00 AM ~ 
4:00PM 
Visit this rich wildlife sanctuary and sec the Great Blue lleron. 
Great Egret, and Snowy Egret nesting L olony. The birds return 
each spring to nest in the tops oftall redwood trees near the Boli­
nas Lagoon. ACR also offers program~ li.1r children. ror informa­
tion, go to\\\\\\ .cgrcLorg or call (415) X6X-9244. 
Beginner/Family Activity 

I ih Annual Godwit Days Bird Festh al, Arcata 
Friday~ Sunday, April 20 ~ 22 
Visit Cali I(Jrnia 's North Coast redwood trees, rocky ocean coasts. 
wild river valleys. and expansive marshes and mudflats or llum­
boldt Bay and view the over 271 species this area has to offer. 
Held at the peak of the spring migration. this festival is a must f(Jr 
birders. There will be 1ield trips. lectures. and activities. Preregis-
tration is encouraged at http: 11\\\\ .goc 11 or ( XOO) ~ 
90X- WING. WI' 

2007 Kern River Valley Spring Nature Festival 
Friday~ Monday, April 27 ~ 30 
The 13th Annual Kern River Valley Spring Nature Festival is 
centered on Audubon-Califi.1rnia's 3200-acre Kern River Presenc 
along the South Fork Kern River in north central Kern County. 
Califi.1rnia. Formerly known as the BioFest. this festival cele­
brates a Globally Important Bird Area that has garnered interna­
tional recognition for its natural divcrs1ty. Two hundred thirty­
seven bird species were tallied during List year's four-day festival. 
a remarkable number f(Jr an inland location. A full slate of field 
trips is scheduled for all fi.1ur days or the l"estival including are­
cord live owling trips. Check out the website (http: 

kcrn.auduhon.orgibioregionaclil itics.Jli,n) to see what is sched­
uled. Birds are not the only attraction. The Kern River Valley/ 
Southern Sierra Nevada is also known widely I(Jr its diversity of 
butterflies, mammals, moths. plants, and reptiles. The KRV Na­
ture Fest strives to celebrate all the natural diversity or this am<li'­
ing region through children's activities. demonstrations. evening 
dinner programs. lield trips, inf(Jrmational exhibits. music. spe­
cial presentations. and workshops. For more information contact: 
Alison Shechey, KRV Spring Nature h:stival Coordinator at 
krp lii.:nds~1l igilhpccd.ncl or call ( 7(1(): 3 7X-2029. 

2007 Yosemite Birding Festival, El Portal ~ 

Friday~ Sunday, May 4 ~ 6 WI' 
Enjoy a weekend celebration or birds in world-renowned Yosem-
ite National Park, featuring workshops. lectures, field trips. au-

(continucd on fhtge 7J 
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ARASAKI CRANE PRESERVE 

BY WERNER SCHUMANN 

I had known about the Arasaki Crane Preserve for many 
years. In the fall of20()(,, I decided to visit it to observe the 
wintering cranes. The preserve is located just outside Izumi on 
the west coast of the southern Japanese island of Kyushu. 
Much of the preserve area is reclaimed land, evidenced by the 
massive levees surrounding it. There arc hills to the west. 
south, and cast of the pn·serve. 

I arrived at the preserve 111 the late afternoon. To see hundreds 
of cranes just outside mv room at M inshuku Surumi-Tci Icll 
me just about speechless. That evening a storm blew in and 
the rattle of the building competed with the calling of the 
cranes throughout the night. 

Most cranes tly out early in the morning to surrounding fields, 
but many also remain in the vicinity of the Minshuku. Two 
main species occur here. the Hooded Crane and the White­
naped Crane. The o11icial count estimate for both species was 
8,000 birds. They migrate between their breeding grounds in 
Siberia and this area on the island of Kyushu. The Hooded 
Crane is called Nabezuru in Japanese, in reference to its dark 
body, reminiscent of the soot on the bottom of a pan. Its head 
and neck arc white. It sports a black forehead and red crown. 
The Whitc-naped Crane is Manazuru. meaning the "genuine 
one." Its body is grey with a white neck and prominent red 
/itcc. Watching two pairs of this species display with their 
heads pointed skyward and their whitish tertials flipped up. I 
have to admit that I was more impressed by this latter species. 
During my stay, I also sighted one Common Crane and one 
Sandhill Crane. 

During my day-long exploration of the preserve I took delight 
in watching many more Japanese bird species. At times there 
were huge flocks of ducks in the sky -- mostly Eurasian 
Wigeon. but also Spot-billed Ducks, Northern Pintails, and 
Green-winged Teal. Locating a Chinese Pond Heron was 
special; all brown, but flashing white wings and a white tail 
when airborne. For a while I watched a Common Kingfisher 
moving up and down a l·anal like a flying turquoise gem. 
Another sighting was a common bird of prey throughout Ja­
pan- and for that matter throughout Eurasia- the Black Kite. 

Passerines of interest were Daurian Redstart. Skylark. Dusky 
Thrush. Pale Thrush, Gray-headed Starling, Black-ntced Bun­
ting, Siberian Mcadow Bunting. and Hull-headed Shrike. 

Visiting the Arasaki Crane Preserve was indeed a wonderful 
experience. I found tnn cling around the island of Kyushu on 
public transportation qUite easy. 

(0tfwr Actil•ifil's. collfinucd ji-OIIIf!llge 6) 

thors, artists, photography, and more. Reservations re­
quired. ll11ll:f/\vvv}v.y_o:;t;milt;,~<'IC.com/Tell1Qli!tcs/ 
fnnTempl(llcP L;l_sp_'l 
CatalggiJLJ.:l_().rrnJJL\l<lJli_:Yss,Iml_Subf.'lJidcrld_ 131 Or call 
(209) 3 79-2321. 

Wings over the Basin - Big Basin State Park 
Friday Sunday, May 18-20 
Big Basin Redwoods State Park invites you to the 6th An­
nual Wings over the Basin. Experience the park's varied 
birdlifc at the height of the nesting season on guided bird 
and butterfly walks. All activities are free and open to the 
public. We are lucky to have a special group campsite un­
der the redwoods near headquarters ($15/per person for the 
weekend). Space at the group campsite is limited, so be 
sure to reserve your spot soon by going to our website, 
downloading the Registration PDF, and sending in the reg­
istration form. Check out our website at: ll1JJl:l} 
homc.cmncast.n~tL:~~iLJ&~)\Crthcbi!:c'iiJJI There is a $6.00 
day ~~efparking fee, whether you camp at the park or drive 
in for the day. 
Beginner/Family Weekend Trip 
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Sequoia Audubon 
Membership Form 

Sequoia Audubon Society 
NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
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PERMIT NO. 293 

Yes, please continue to send me 
my copy of Needles! 

D Individual $15 
D Family $20 
D Student/Senior $10 
D Add' 1 donation $ 

Please cut along the dotted line 
below (making any needed 
corrections to your printed 
address) and return this half of 
the page with your check 
payable to SAS. 

Thank you! 

PO Box 620292 

Woodside 

CA 94062-0292 

Printed on Recycled Paper (t~ 
Time Valued Material-Please Do Not Delay 

Clip and return this halfofpagefor renewal 
~- ........................................................................................................................ . 

Sequoia eNews -- Signup Today! 

Want to get updates about Sequoia Audubon activities? Special 
events? Important conservation issues? Sign up today for the Se­

. quoia Audubon eNews, a once-a-month update via email. 

Send your email address to office@sequoia-audubon.org. Your 
name and email address will never be shared with or sold to other 
organizations. 

Nominations for SAS Officers 

Would you like to nominate a candidate for SAS office? Would 
you like to be nominated or participate on a the committee to help 
nominate? If you would like more information about serving on 
the SAS Board, please contact Carol Masterson 650-347-1769 

THE BIRD Box 

RARE BIRD ALERT 

415-681-7422 

2007 International Migratory Bird Days 

Sequoia Audubon is a supporter ;md co-sponsor, with 
California State Parks, of Half Moon Bay's celebration 
ofthe 2007 International Migratory Bird Days. This 
two-day event starts at I 0 AM on Saturday and Sunday, 
May I t 11 and 13 111

• 

The theme this year is Birds in a ('hanging Climate. 
Learn how climate changes effect the migration of birds 
from North America to Central and South America. 
Activities include exhibits, arts and crafts. information 
about bird houses, guided bird walks (each day at I :00 
PM), and activities for children. 

Join the nation in celebrating and learning about 
migratory birds- days of fun and learning l()r the whole 
family. Take Hwy 92 to Hwy I and turn south to Kelly 
Ave. Turn right onto Kelly and g•l west to the llalf 
Moon Ray State Beach entrance. Admission to the State 
Park is $6 per car. 

This event is appropriate l()r bcg1nning birders, families. 
and is wheelchair accessible. 

Mission 
Statement 

The mission of Sequoia Audubon Society is to participate in environmental education and 
conservation and in the restoration, preservation, protection, and enjoyment of our native 
natural resources with emphasis on birds and their habitats. 
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