Sequoia

Welcome to the 52nd year of
- Sequoia Audubon Society! Bird-
ers and bird-lovers from San
Mateo County have been enjoying

and protecting birds and their habi-

tats in this county for the past
fifty-two years. Will we continue for thc next ﬁﬁy
years??? It depends on you. gzmaee
As you probably

know, all environmental or-
ganizations gained many new
members in the 1970s. At that
time the administration in
Washington was so unfriendly
to environmental causes that
it drove citizens to join to-

vether to counteract this state
of affairs. Many of us became
very active then and we’re
still at it, gray hair and all.

The current administra- . ®*:
tion reminds me a lot of that
earlier one. As President of
Sequoia, I feel somewhat be-
sieged on every side with is-
sues both in and out of the
chapter that need attention.
Surprisingly, funding is not
our top need. You have been extremely generous with
your year—end donations ( though we wouldn’t turn
down a share of your tax rebate if you’d like to use it
to make a pro-environment statement! ),

Our biggest need is for more manpower from

our membership. If everyone would do a small part, we

could make a much bigger impact here in San Mateo
County.
Here are some things that need doing that would
.ake about 3 hours a month. Would you volunteer that
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amount of time to —
to join our activist e-mail network?
call your legislator on a current issue?
send out welcome packets to new members?
look up telephone numbers?
phone new members to invite them to a meeting?
help the hospitality chairman at meetings?
¢ conduct some bird surveys?
do some data entry for a
new Christmas Bird Count
database?
help prepare a newsletter
mailing ?
distribute our newsletters to
libraries and such?
get our field trip info into
your local paper?
attend a planning commis-
sion or city council meeting?
join the conservation com-
mittee, which meets monthly?

As you can see, lots of
2 these jobs could be done at

: Perhaps you have an idea
and some energy for a job
you think needs doing. Let us hear it!

The youngest member on the conservation com-
mittee allowed as how we need more people in his age
group to get involved (those not yet sporting gray hair)
and he’s right. How about joining him. Call 369-1093
and counteract what’s going on in Washington.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 — BOARD OF
DIRECTORS MEETING — 7:30 PM — All members are
welcome. Call ahead to confirm time and place and to make sure
that there will be enough room.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, BAYFRONT PARK
BEGINNER/FAMILY TRIP, 9 AM —Come join this trip de-
signed for beginning birders and families. We have plenty of
binocs to share and there will be ducks, waterbirds, shorebirds
and some upland species to enjoy. Easy walking, suitable for
kids in strollers. Bayfront Park is east of 101 at the Marsh
Road/101 intersection. Meet near the entrance by the red pump
house.
LEADER ROBIN SMITH 325-3306
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13— GENERAL MEETING
featuring Birdlife and Tourism on Midway Island National
Wildlife Refuge by Allan Ridley & Helen McKenna. At the
Garden Center on the Alameda at Parkside. Social get-together
at 7:30 PM with the meeting beginning at 8.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, REDWOOD SHORE
PONDS, 8:30 AM — There are sure to be lots of waterfowl and
shorebirds at these ponds just in front of the SBSA plant. Take
Redwood Shores Parkway out to almost the end. Turn right at
the SBSA sign on Radio Road. Follow it past the dog park to the
plant driveway and park off the pavement. If you have a scope,
bring it along. Lots of rarities have been spotted there in the
past.
LEAD SUE COSSINS 347-9358
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, HAWK HILL 9 AM — Join
Leslie Flint, SAS member and veteran GGRO Hawkwatcher, for
a day at Hawk Hill during the peak of raptor migration. Expect
to see accipiters (Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawks); falcons
(Kestrels, Merlins, and perhaps Peregrines); buteos (Red-tailed,
Red-shouldered, maybe Broad-winged and Ferruginous Hawks),
TVs and Northern Harriers. We’ll look for migrants in the trees
around the hill as well for as long as you like. Bring binoculars,
lunch, liquids and clothing in layers —it can be hot or freezing
depending on the fog. Meet at the base of Hawk Hill at 9:00 or at
the top if you arrive later. There will be a Hawk Talk at noon
and banding demonstration (with a live hawk) at 1:00 given by
GGRO volunteers. Directions: From San Mateo drive north and
cross the Golden Gate Bridge. Take the first exit, Alexander
Avenue. Make an immediate left and drive under the freeway
and then left again as though you were going to get back on the
bridge. Take the road immediately on your right going up hill
(Conzelman Road). Follow it along the coastline to where it be-
comes one way; there is lots of parking there and a turn around.
Park and meet at the fire road gate; where you will see a brown
“Hawk Hill” sign pointing the way. If you come later, walk up
the road to the top of the hill and join us.

LEADER LESLIE FLINT 573-6279
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER ), EDGEWOOD PARK, 8

AM — Look for resident and migratory species as we head into
fall. Starting at 8 increases the chance of seeing all the interest-
ing fall birds at Edgewood. Meet the leader in the parking lot
adjacent to the Day Camp area. The Edgewood Park entrance is
east of 280 on Edgewood Road in Redwood City.
LEADER

LEE FRANKS

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING — BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING —
7:30 PM — All members are welcome. Call ahead to confirm
time and place and to make sure that there will be enough room.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, BAIR ISLAND, 9 AM — Visit
Bair Island to see the birds of fall there and to hear some of the
history and status of the restoration plans. Shorebirds and rap-
tors put on a good show. Take 101 to Whipple Avenue exit in
Redwood City, go east on Whipple and cross the frontage road.
There is parking here, but do watch out for the frontage road
traffic as you pull in. Meet at 9 AM by the Refuge sign just in-
side the big, white gates.
LEADER ROBIN SMITH 325-3306
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11, GENERAL MEETING, SAN
MATEO GARDEN CENTER — 7:30 PM — Ed Rooks will
give one of his wonderful talks on Trinidad and Tobago

and show slides of his paintings.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, SEA CLOUD PARK, RED-
WOOD CITY 8:45 AM — This trip is designed for beginning
birders and those with young families. We have lots of binocu-
lars to share and will attempt to answer any bird oriented ques-
tions you may have. This location is interesting, too, because it is
part of the Foster City lagoon dredging project. See it all for
yourself. Sea Cloud Park in Foster City is reached by taking
Hillsdale Avenue east from 101 and making a right turn on
Edgewater Blvd, then by going 1.3 miles to Pitcairn Drive and
turning left. Look for the park entrance on the right. Meet at the
far end of the parking lot at 8:45 AM.
LEADER TO BE ANNOUNCED
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, COYOTE CREEK FIELD
STATION, 7:30 AM — Staff members of SFBBO will take us
on a tour of the banding station to see banding in process. You
may get the chance to hold and release a bird!! Birding the
ponds will follow the banding demo. The meeting place is the
Borders Bookstore at McCarthy Ranch Shopping Center at the
intersection of McCarthy and 237.

LEADERS SFBBO AND FIELD STATION STAFF

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, EDGEWOOD PARK, 8 AM
See September 30 trip description above for details.
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News from the Ranch
Betsy Stafford
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The sere summer calm that has descended upon our three
preserves belies the hubbub that characterized our spring and
summer public seasons. Gone for now are the Golden Eagle
(came twice in April), the 2000 schoolchildren (taught by our
160 docents), the approximately 100 fledglings from our Bolinas
Lagoon heronry (Great Blues, Great Egrets and Snowies), and
the 6036 public visitors to our Bolinas Lagoon Preserve (wel-
comed by our Ranch Guides and you, our wonderful host
volunteers).

Still hanging around (in mid-August) are a few ravens (laid
back after feeding their brood with chicks from 12-20 egret
nests) and one out-of-sync heron nest with 2 “teenage”™ chicks
(it’s a mystery why the 2 adults started their nest 4 months later
than normal). The buckeyes at Bouveri and Bolinas Preserves
are festooned with their bulbous fruits, and the grasses are heavy
with food for the fieldmice and sneezes for the allergic. The
Pileated Woodpeckers are satiated with ripe grapes. In short,
it’s late summer (or what our biologists call our northern Cali-
fornian coastal “fall”).

Soon to come, however:

At Bolinas Lagoon Preserve
Public Work Day - Saturday, November 3, 9:30am. Please
Jjoin our knowledgeable staff to help with projects around our
lovely Volunteer Canyon. A hearty free lunch if you call ahead
to say you're coming, 415/868-9244.

At Bouverie Preserve
Public Work Day - October 6, 9:30-1:00. Come to help
with various jobs, inside and out, and feast on a free lunch. Call
707/938-4554 so that we can plan on enough food.

Docent Training - Wednesdays from September 12 - Febru-
ary 20. Call 707/938-4554 for information on this award-
winning natural-history program that prepares volunteers to
share their love of nature with 3rd and 4th graders.

Guided Public Walks through our beautiful preserve in
Sonoma’s Valley of the Moon - September 15, October 13, No-
vember 3, December 1. Availability is by a lottery drawing; to
sign up, please send a self-addressed stamped envelope to Bou-
verie Preserve, PO Box 1195, Glen Ellen 95442.

Resource Management Days - on Mondays, 8:15 - 12:30,
September 24, October 29, November 12. Work with our tal-
ented Land Steward, John Martin, on cutdoor management pro-
jects. Please call the Bouverie office.

Cypress Grove Preserve

We invite all experienced shorebird observers to join our
Research Center’s annual Fall, Winter, and Spring Shorebird
Censuses on Tomales Bay. We also will conduct a Waterbird
Survey this winter. Please contact Katie Etienne or John Kelly at
415/663-8203 or <cgp{@svn.net>. We depend upon the skill and
generosity of you, our local experts, for these and other ACR re-
search projects.
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Field Trip Report

Yuba Pass

Joe And Martha O’Neal Macho

Yuba Pass was beautiful as it always is during nesting sea-
son (I have to admit we haven’t seen it any other scason). Our
trip was June 16-17, and the weather was prematurely dry and
rather hot. Nevertheless birds were to be seen in satisfying
variety.

Highlights of the trip included
a Dipper nest with four large beaks
behind falling water west of Bas-
sett’s Station*, a Virginia Rail with
3 babies looking like fuzzy tomps of
coal running around the sedge

clumps in Sierra Valley, and a Pere- B

grine Falcon hunting close over our ‘{l\\ e
heads, where it snatched a blackbird

out of the air.

A pleasant group with quick spotting eyes made for a fun
trip.
*Historically, this has been a nesting site for Dippers. I found
them there every year except those when 1 was leadsing this
field irtip — Ed.

Tam Dao Nat’L Park

Vietham Creates New Preserve

The Tam Dao Mountains northwest of Hanoi have been
designated a national park by the Vietnamese government. The
park has no definite boundaries as yet since the area is undergo-
ing intensive scientific study by an international team of biolo-
gists from Russia, Vietnam and the US. It is assumed once the
biological resources have been assessed, the park boundaries will
be set to maximize their preservation. '

Since 1982 the Russians have found 17 species of reptiles
and amphibians previously unknown to science within the park. The
count of snake species alone at Tam Dao is 108, or 4 percent of the
global total.. By that measure alonc the park harbors onc of the richest,
most diverse ecosystems on the entire planet.

The park sits at an ecological crossroads. Animals from the
tropical forests of Southeast Asia, the temperate forests of south-
ern China, and the alpine forests of the eastern Himalaya all are
represented. Moreover, the Tam Dao range rises so abruptly
from the Red River Valley that its slopes are virtually an island
in the sky .

Most spectacular are the numbers of gliding spectes —
there are gliding frogs, snakes, lizards and flying squirrels. One
reason for this is that this forest is taller than most rainforests
elsewhere and the trees are not joined by a network of lianas and
strangling vines. The ability to glide is therefore a huge advan-
tage in moving from tree to tree in Tam Doa’s forests.
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From the Conserva-

tion Committee

Protect Our Roadless Areas!

After a two year process which in-
cluded more than 600 public meetings
and which yielded 1.6 million public
comments® - the vast majority in favor of
strong protection - the Clinton admini-
stration finalized the Roadless Area Con-
servation Policy on Jan. 12, 2001.

Now, the Bush administration is try-
ing to undo that rule which is immensely
popular with the public. (140,000 Califor-
nians commented on this rule, 97% in fa-
vor of protecting roadless areas).

This policy would protect critical
habitat for birds, fish, and wildlife. It
would affect 58.5 milion acres of pristine,
wild forest across 39 states from road-
building, commercial logging, and min-
ing while continuing to allow public
access for birdwatching and other recres-
tional activities.

Write by Sept. 10 to:

USDA Forest Service-CAT
Attention: Roadless ANPR Comments
P.O. Box 221090
Salt lake City, Utah 84122

Urge the immediate implementation
of the Roadless Area Conservation Rule
as published in the federal register Jan 12
with no modifications or deletions.

Handwritten letters are best, but any
letter is important. e-mail is less effective.

*(Your editor has a policy of not using
statistics unless he can verify or attribute
them. This statistic has been widely used
in the public media but we have been
unable to verify it or its soiurce. —Editor)

Bob Breen Honored
with NOAA Award

Bob Breen, supervising naturalist at
the Marine Reserve, was presented an En-
vironmental Hero Award by the National
Oceanographic Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) in a ceremony held at the
California Academy of Sciences in
Golden Gate Park on May 18.

The award is presented annually for
long term protection and dedication to the
environment. Breen, who has managed
the Fitzgerald Marine Reserve since 1969,
has implemented management measures

September, 2001

and managed docent groups informing
the public about the fragile resource at the
tidepool sanctuary.

Breen also received a certificate
from the National Marine Sanctuary, and
a letter of commendation from the Direc-
tor of the NOAA for his work at the
Fitzgerald Marine Reserve.

Burrowing Owl
Benefit

Saturday, September 22 (the last day of
sammer!), 6-9PM, Coyote Point
Museuam, San Mateo.

Come join Santa Clara Audubon and
the Coyote Point Museum for Calicopia
— the food, fun, and feathers of Califor-
nia — a benefit to raise funds for the
preservation of the Burrowing Owl in the
Bay Area and California and to repair the
aviaries at Coyote Point Museum.

SCVAS and the Museum are jointly
hosting the event to raise money for these
bird conservation and children’s educa-
tion projects.

The Burrowing Owl—once common
throughout the Bay Area—has dwindled
to perhaps 120-150 breeding pairs.

Statewide the owl’s fate is similarly
suffering. Nearly gone from Coastal
Southern California and much of their
former range in the Central Valley, the
Burrowing Owl is threatened in nearly all
its remaining habitat areas.

A petition to list the Burrowing Owl
as an endangered species in California is
being prepared. We expect that petition to
be opposed strongly by developers
throughout the state. Audubon needs re-
sources to complete the petition and steer
it through the difficult path of approval
before the State’s Fish and Game Com-
mission, as well as to continue our fight to
preserve land for Burrowing Owils in the
Bay Area.

Coyote Point Museum serves nearly
100,000 visitors every year. 60,000 of
those are schoolkids who come to learn
about California’s native habitats and see
many of the creatures that live with us in
and around the Bay Area. Recently, the
netting protecting and separating the avi-
aries has been attacked by wood rats,
leading to situations like the Quail being
eaten by a Golden Eagle (arguably educa-
tional, but sad for the Quail).

4

As a result, the museum’s bird popu-
lation has dwindled from more than 50 to
just 16. To fulfill their mission of provid-
ing environmental education and a safe .
haven for rescued wildlife, the museum
must purchase new netting for their aviar-
ies. (All of the museum’s wildlife on dis-
play are rescued and rehabilitated
creatures with injuries that make them
unreleasable and extremely vuinerazble to
predation.)
September 22 is the last day of sum-
mer. There’s no better time to enjoy the
wonderful foods and wines of our region.
Like the Golden State, Calicopia in-
cludes a little something for everyone:
Internationally known photographer
David Liittschwager unveiling his
photos of Peipo, a Burrowing Owl for-
merly at Coyote Point Museum. All
money raised from the sale of these
photos will go towards Burrowing
Owl conservation.
During our cocktail hour you can sam-
ple Napa wines, cheeses, or
head out to the Central Valley for ali-
fornia appetizers, or

« gotoa trendy LA Fusion Bar for mar-
tinis with a California twist, or
follow tiki torches to a Beach Party fi
games and contests, or
enjoy live music and
a sit-down dinner of California cuisine
and attend

- an auction, featuring travel to Califor-
nia’s nature areas. As a special item,
David Liittshwager will auction off an
exclusive photo shoot of your pet or
pets-truly one of a kind!
The museum will be featuring a
limited-time exhibit entitled: “The
Peregrine Falcon: the Return of an
Endangered Species.” A live Pere-
grine will also be attending the bene-
fit, along with several other raptors.
California Naturally, another exhibit,
will combine original photographs
with graphics to create a unique look.
at our state.

All this for only $75 per person
(children 12 and under free — child care-
provided), directly benefitting Burrowing
Owls and Coyote Point’s aviaries and
education programs.

For more information or to get your
tickets please call the museum at 342
-7755x102 or the Santa Clara Valley
AudubonOffice at 408-252-3748.
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All Orders With Paymeat Must Be Received By Wednesday, Sept 12

Check preferred pickup location. Pickup dates will be September 20-23

FALL 2001 BIRDSEED SALE ORDER FORM

Proceeds support local Audubon conservation programs

Confirmation and details will be semt via o-mail or snsil mail.

Half Moon Bsy___ Burlingame___ San Carlos___ Pacifica _ San Mateo  Atberton___

Costin3

Number of
Bags
AUDUBON WILD BIRD MIX red & white
millet plus black oil sunflower 20 b @ $10.00/bag
Red/White Millet Mix 20 1b@ $9.00/ba g
Black Oil Sunflower. 25 @ $9.50/beg
White Proso Millet 25 Ib@ $9.00/beg
Thistle S @ $8.00/bag
Sunflower Chips 25 @ $23.00/bag
Tax-deductible contribution to Sequoia
Audubon Society
GRAND TOTAL
Check Number
Sales tax is included in all prices above

Please enclose an e-mail address or a stamped self-addressed envelope to receive your order confirmation and directions
to pickup location. Mail check and order to: SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY:

P.O. Box 3897, Redwood City, CA 94064-3897 AC 650 369-1093 Office@sequoin-andubon.org
Name
Address City Zip
Phone E-Mail

THE NEXT SEED SALE WILL BE JANUARY 2002

Sequoia Audubon Society
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Big Bend National

Park, Texas

Bob Olsen
At the end of March I went to Big
Bend National Park in Texas to do some
birding.
1 saw White-winged Doves, Vermil-
ion Flycatchers and even a flying Road-
runner; all new sightings for me.

My camp at Chisos Basin at around
5,000 feet was relatively cool whereas
Rio Grande Village, along the river, was
much lower and hotter, around 100
degrees.

It was however at Rio Grande Vil-
lage that I saw the Vermilion Flycatchers.
Maybe they like it hot. They are about the
size of a House Sparrow and are bril-
liantly red. I also saw the flying Roadrun-
ner on the same day. That same day I
hitched a ride with a fellow birdwatcher
and his family He had driven all the way
from Ft. Wayne, Indiana, to add to his life
list. He told me his life list stood at near
600 and his wife’s list was close to 500.
He also told me he had seen a Bronze-
chested Woodpecker, which 1 never heard
of. (Later when I spoke with Francis
Toldi, he seemed to think it was a mytho-
logical bird, confirming what I was think-
ing. 1 guess sometimes we want to see
something so badly we think we actually
“see” it.)

At the campground I met four men
from President Fox’s new Mexican gov-
ernment. They were on a fact finding tour
to get ideas on how to improve Mexico’s
National Park system.

One of the Mexican scientists met
with misfortune on one day gotting a cac-
tus spike stuck in his thigh. He fell down
and as his friends tried to help him, a
large male black bear bore down on them.
Fortunately the charge was a bluff and his
friends were able to carry him down the
steep mountain and got him first aid at
the ranger station.

After leaving Big Bend I went to the
Chiricahua National Monument in S.E.
Arizona to do some more birding. It was
supposed to be the “right” season but
Mother Nature hadn’t read the same book
and I got snowed out.
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The Bluebird

Report

Howard Rathlesberger

It was a great nesting season for us
with new trail locations being very pro-
ductive. However, the very hot weather
around July 4th may have been responsi-
ble for some nestling deaths.

Our banding activity held up well,
especially because of the help of Hans
Arps and Max Grandfield of the Filoli
trails and Lane Eubank, monitor of the
Runnymede trail. They will be certified as
banders for the next season in 2002.

So far this year, we collectively
banded 360 birds with 6 recoveries, 2 Oak
Titmice, 4 Western Bluebirds — 3 banded
in 2000, 1 in 1999 — and a Violet Green
Swallow, also banded in 1999.

Next year we will make a concerted
effort to band more adult hens. There’s
one Violet-Green Swallow in particular
we hope to capture in box #2-7 at Filoli.
We originally banded her in 1999 in this
same box, but missed this season when a
chickadee took over the box and fledged 6
chicks before the swallows arrival. As in-
surance against a potential conflict this
year, we were able to pair a hanging box
within 10 ft. of the pole box and this did
the trick! A swallow did nest, but we
were not successful in capturing the hen
to see if she is band no. 1651-10401
which nested in this box in 1999 and
2000. Hopefully, if she returns next year
we can confirm her identity and indiicate
she’s at least 5 yrs. old.

Trails started last year that came
into their own this year include Huddart
Park, monitored by Ruth Conkrite and her
cub scout den. They had two nesting pairs
of bluebirds this year vs. one last year.
One hen was a return from last year in the
same box.

This year Anadel Law’s trail of
seven boxes on the Hetch-Hetchy ease-
ment along Sand Hill Road fledged seven
titmice and 16 bluebirds and four Violet-
green Swallows in four boxes.

Another bell ringer, is Lane
Eubank’s Runnymede trail, although not
new, it grew to 21 boxes. Hanging box
#21, in particular, netted 10 chicks in two
broods and significantly in the same nest

as last year’s identical performance.

There were 15 boxes utilized out of 21

with one being used twice. 29 blucbirds,

18 titmice and 29 swallows were banded. 4§
The biggest problem on this trail were
mice laying claim to boxes.

Robin Smith and helper Anne Moser
exceeded their expectations at Sharon
Heights golf course from one bluebird
nest attempt last year to 7 this year.

Pat Watters’ Menlo Country Club
had great diversity with 2 fledged nests of
White-breasted Nuthatches. The trail is
now 31 boxes. Unfortunately we still fight
the sprinklers.

Highlights at Filoli were seven blue-
bird nesting attempts with 22 chicks
fledged, four Ash-throated Flycatcher at-
tempts with eight fledged. A first was a
Bewick’s Wren nest, fledging five, and
four unconfirmed House Wren attempts
with one fledging five chicks.

Jeff Powers at Cloverdale Ranch had
a box of bluebirds and one of Violet-
greens on his new trail.

Art Middleton’s had excellent re-
sults: 20 Violet-greens, 5 Bewick’s Wrens
and 16 bluebirdss in 3 boxes.

Dawn Williams in Woodside Glens .
had a significant second brood of blue-
birds — a trio of a hen, male, and juve-
nile fed and fledged 2 chicks.

The Oetzel’s had a second brood of
bluebirds at Burgess Park in Menlo Park
with eleven chicks fledged in 2 broods.
Take a look at their website: www.
gmoetzel@birdhike.com. Marti counted
seven bluebirds on the Burgess park play-
ing field on July 23.

There are many other accounts of
successes and, of course, there are always
disappointments. - unknown reasons for
abandonments, dead chicks in the nest,
etc., but don’t give up. There’s always an-
other day and another season.

Don’t miss Filoli’s Fall Festival, a
country fair, September 29th, 9:30 AM to
3:30 PM and Woodside’s first Environ-
mental Day, October 6th, noon to 3 PM.

Thanks for all your enthusiasm and
assistance!
s ®
4%
&S
'y
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The Bodysnatchers Are Here

It's a standard plot in science fiction: an alien parasite infects a hapless victim; and slowly converts its host into a slave.

William Eberhard, a biologist at the University of Costa Rica and the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, was studying
orb weaver spiders when he came across a few webs he just couldn't understand. Instead of typical rounded and orderly webs, he
found small, rectangular webs attached with unusually strong silken cables. Each disfigured web held a wasp cocoon in the center.

What Eberhard observed was unlike anything he'd seen before. A wasp larva somehow had taken over the orb-web spider and
caused it to create a heavily reinforced web and then proceed to its center before dying. The larva then ate the host spider from the
inside out, discarded the husk and spun its cocoon in the middle of the web, protected from most predators. The bodysnatcher anal-
ogy seems especially apt inasmuch as the spider does not become weak or sicken until it has done its job.
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