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This Month’s Program

San Francisco
Bay’s Hidden
Wildlife

For the past two
__ years John Cang has
been photographing
and documenting the
wildlife utilizing Cargill Sait’s 25,000 acres of salt
evaporation ponds that ring San Francisco Bay.

Although not a part of the natural ecosystem
this unique habitat annually provides food, shelter,
nesting ground, and migration stopover for hun-
dreds of thousands of birds belonging to seventy
species, including the endangered Clapper Rail,
Least Tern, and Snowy Plover.

John will showcase images of birds utilizing
this habitat, and provide insight into why these
ponds are such a magnet for wildlife.

John Cang is a full-time wildlife and nature
photographer based in San Jose. His photos have

. been featured by National Geographic, the Sierra
Club, The Nature Conservancy. Western Birds and
corporate advertising. He also leads photo tours to
a variety of US and Canada destinations.

His website, <www.johncangphoto.com>, in-
cludes info on the Cargill ponds. .

Oops!

The short column
on Brown-headed Cow-
birds in the December is-
sue of the Needles
mentions that this bird
was found in Palo Alto by
1911.

The first documented records for this species
in Santa Clara County were when Charles Smith
found both eggs and nestlings in Wilson’s Warbler
nests along Coyote Creek in June 1925.

The earliest record for the Bay area appears
to be for Alameda County in 1922 when La Jeun-
esse found them near Irvington.

Thanks to Bill Bousman for this correction.

‘ The mission of Sequoia Audubon Society is to participate in environmental education,
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preservation, protection and enjoyment of our native natural resources with em

N From the President
In Panoche Valley

N
A flash of bright blue dazzled us as the bird flew by.
S He came to rest on a fence post and we viewed him

through the scope. This Mountain Bluebird was beautiful!
On posts nearby we spotted some crisply plumaged sparrows with a distinctive
face pattern, Lark Sparrows. Flocks of Savannah Sparrows swirled around the
fence at ground level, their yellowish lores visible in the bright sun. A sparrow
hunt in the nearby hills netted one Sage Sparrow scruffling along on the ground
with his tail cocked jauntily.

Later in the day two handsome Ferruginous Hawks allowed us long looks
as they perched on telephone poles. Cliff Richer said, "1
love that bird!" Probably one of the reasons that Cliff
leads this trip- a chance to see a Ferrugie. Though it
has a smaller looking bill than some hawks, the hook
on the bill looks lethal. The light head and tail feathers
contrast with the lovely rust on back and shoulders.
The "leggings” were plainly visible as one took to the
air. Wow! Worth the trip!

The Ferruginous hawks were quickly followed by one of my favorites, a
Prairie Falcon. This particular bird was more deeply colored than most and let
us have a long look before he moved his perch. We could see his signature
"black armpits" clearly as he powered on to the next pole. I like the way they
fly, all business.

Try looking into their eyes the next time you see one through a scope; no
wonder birds flush when this falcon passes overhead!

At the lunch spot we met birding groups from San Francisco and the Pen-
insula along with a small group of motorcyclists out for a ride on a favorite
road. After exchanging bird sightings we backtracked a little. It was a good
choice as we saw Loggerhead Shrikes, Cassin's Kingbird and a flock of Ameri-
can Pipits at a roadside streamlet. A discussion followed about why the stream-
let's water was flowing east instead of west. What drainage did we have here?
The consensus was that it was flowing into the San Joaquin River, but further
research is in order.

As we began to wend our way toward Hollister after the early afternoon
doldrums, the birding picked up. A Phainopepla moved around in the top of an
oak coming into view on occasion. A Northern Flicker flew across the road,
showing his beautiful red wing linings.

As Yellow-billed Magpies were chattering in the background, a huge dark
bird flew up and across the road. Its sheer size impressed us all even before we
tumbled to the realization that it was a Bald Eagle!!! It perched in a tree and
was immediately mobbed by the other large birds in the area. Before we recov-
ered from the shock of seeing the Bald Eagle, another large, dark bird flushed

(Continued on Page Seven)
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THURSDAY, MARCH 1 — BOARD OF DI-
RECTORS MEETING — 7:30 PM — At the Sequoia
Audubon office. All members are welcome. Call ahead to make
sure that there will be enough room.

SATURDAY, MARCH 3 — BAIR ISLAND — Visit and bird
in the newest part of the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge and learn about Sequoia Audubon’s vol-
unteer work on the Island. Take 101 to the Whipple Avenue exit
in Redwood City. Go east on Whipple across the frontage road.
to the parking area. Be careful and watch out for frontage road
traffic. Meet at 9 AM at the refuge sign inside the gates.
LEADER ROBIN SMITH 325-3306

THURSDAY, MARCH 8 — GENERAL MEETING featur-
ing San Francisco Bay’s Hidden Wildlife by photographer/
naturalist John Cang. At the Garden Center on the Alameda at
Parkside. Social get-together at 7:30 PM with the meeting begin-
ning at 8.

SATURDAY, MARCH 10— SEA
CLOUD PARK — This trip is especially
for beginners and families. We’ll have bin-
oculars to share. Besides looking at birds
we’ll discuss binoculars, field guides and
the basics of bird identification. All ques-
tions gladly answered. Take Hillsdale Ave,
east from 101, make a right turn onto Edge-
water Blvd., go 1.3 miles, turn left on
Pitcaim Drive and look for the park en-
trance on the right. Meet at the end of parking lot at 9 AM.
LEADER FRANCIS TOLDI 344-1919

SATURDAY, MARCH 17 — ARASTRADERO PRESERVE
With its grassy slopes, oak trees, a pond and chaparral this is a
very birdy place. Take 280 south to the Page Mill Road exit, go
west on Page Mill Rd. The first major intersection is Arastradero
Road. Turn right, continue and look for the parking lot on your
right where we’ll meet at 9 AM.
LEADER GARTH HARWOOD 879-0724
SATURDAY, MARCH 24 —OGIER PONDS — MOR-
GAN HILL — From Hwy. 101 in Morgan Hill take Cochrane
Rd. west to Monterey Hwy., turn right, go north 2.6 miles and
turn right towards the Model Airplane Park where the power
towers cross the Highway. Follow the road for one half mile and
park in the gravel lot at the bend in road. We’ll meet at 8:45
AM. Rain Cancels.
LEADER BOB REILING (408) 253-7527
¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢

Wise people think all they say, fools say all they think
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The S A S Calendar

THURSDAY, APRIL 5§ — BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING — 7:30 PM — At the Sequoia Audubon office. All
members are welcome. Call ahead to make sure that there will
be enough room'’

SATURDAY, APRIL 7 — BAIR ISLAND — Visit and bird in
the newest part of the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National
Wildlife Refuge and learn about Sequoia Audubon’s volunteer
work on the Island. Take 101 to the Whipple Avenue exit in
Redwood City. Go east on Whipple across the frontage road. to
the parking area. Be careful and watch out for frontage road traf-
fic. Meet at 9 AM at the refuge sign inside the gates,
LEADER ROBIN SMITH 325-3306
THURSDAY, APRIL 12 — GENERAL MEETING At the
Garden Center on the Alameda at Parkside. Social get-together
at 7:30 PM with the meeting beginning at 8.

SATURDAY, APRIL 14— ARASTRADERO PRESERVE —
This trip is especially for beginners and
families. We’ll have binoculars to share.
Besides looking at birds we’ll discuss bin-
oculars, field guides and the basics of bird
identification. All questions gladly an-
swered. Take 280 south to the Page Mill
Road exit, go west on Page Mill Rd. The
first major intersection is Arastradero Road.
Turn right, continue and look for the park-
ing lot on your right where we’ll meet at 9
AM.

GARTH HARWOOD

879-0724

LEADER

SUNDAY, APRIL 22 — COYOTE POINT — The wetlands
fronting San Francisco Bay attract numerous shorebirds in mi-
gration. The trees and grassy areas also provide good birding.
Take 101 north to Peninsula Avenue in Burlingame . Go east
following the signs to the park. Meet at the parking lot behind
the Yacht Club at 9 AM.

LEADER SUE COSSINS 347-9358
SUNDAY, APRIL 29 —MINES ROAD — A variety of habi-
tats provides a fascinating variety of birds not found elsewhere
in the Bay Area! This is an auto caravan trip that lasts until
dusk. (You can break away at any time) Have a full tank of gas,
water and food with you since facilities are scarce. Take the San
Mateo Bridge and follow the signs to 1-580. Stay on 580 about
25 miles past Livermore to Vasco Road. Take Vasco Road east
to its end and turn right on Tesla Road. In about a mile you will
come to the intersection with Mines Road (on the left). We’ll
meet at the intersection at § AM. (If you come late, our first stop

is just up the road. Look for the parked cars)
LEADER CLIFF RICHER 873—1754‘
CHECK IN THE UPDATE FOR MAY EVENTS

Sequoia Audubon Society



News From Audubon

Canyon Ranch
Betsy Stafford

How lucky we are to have spring come so
soon to our Bay Area! Long before the equinox,
February brings bright green to our hills, white milkmaids to our
trails, and mating plumage to our avian friends. No doubt we’ll
have another wintry storm or two, but fresh spring mornings
come more and more frequently, and yellow pollen gathers at a
feverish rate.

At ACR it’s time to think about spring-cleaning. We invite
you to join us on a Workday at Bolinas Lagoon Preserve, on Sat-
urday March 4, to help us spruce up Picher Canyon before the
public season opens March 17. We can promise you wildflowers,
good fellowship, an inside look at the earliest arrivals at our
heronry, and a free lunch. Please give us a call at 415 868-9244,
so that we can plan on enough lunch for all.

Weekend Hosts - Come One , Come All — We rely on
you, our special Audubon friends, to help us through our public
season each spring. Every weekend from March 17 through July
15 we are most fortunate to have volunteer hosts welcome the
thousands of visitors that come to our Bolinas Lagoon Preserve.
Please contact your Audubon chapter representative or host coor-
dinator or call us directly at 415 868-9244 or via e-mail at

Yvonne@egret.org.

USF&W Accused of Misusing
Tax Money

According to the House Resources’ Committee the US. Fish
and Wildlife Service improperly used federal taxes paid by an-
glers and hunters to finance junkets to Paris, Florence and Rio
de Janeiro and to give grants to favored programs, a probe by the
House Resources’ Committee has concluded. The agency’s mis-
management of the $550 million raised through excise taxes on
sporting gear, boating filel and fishing equipment is so bad that
the committee is pushing Congress to adopt administrative con-
trols specifying that the funds are earmarked for wildlife conser-
vation efforts alone. They also would limit how much the federal
government can use for administrative costs.

The committee maintains that the Service used almost $31

million of the tax money as “slush funds.”

Among the irregularities:
More than $600,000 was used to pay bonuses to federal
employees
The funds financed foreign travel, including 71 trips taken
by an assistant regional director at a cost of $68,000.
Liquor bills of federal grantees were paid with excise tax
revenues.
A “technical” irregularity was the spending of $100,000 on
programs benefiting the African rhino. (The law requires
that the funds be spent in the US.)
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The House committee unanimously approved the commit-
tee’s bill to limit the USF&W to taking no more than $10 mil-
lion of the funds for administrative costs, and requiring the
_agency to fully document how funds are spent.

‘Institute, a conservation group that used Freedom of Information
requests to get internal documents detailing how the funds were
spent.

The institute found documents showing the money was
used to finance trips of agency officials to France, Italy, New
Zealand, Venezuela and Amsterdam and to casino hotels in
Puerto Rico, Atlantic City and Lake Tahoe. Under the 60 year
old program, the USF&W is required to spend the funds raised
from hunters and anglers on sport fish hatcheries and wildlife
husbandry programs. This reguiation forbids the use of these
funds even for internally beneficial programs such as restoring
wolf and grizzly bear populations.

The congressional General Accounting Office said it could
not account for all the money because the agency’s books were
not kept correctly. A GAO . audit last year concluded the agency
could not account for somewhere between $7.4 million and $20
million. (Something that I learned years ago when I became fi-
nancial manager of my fraternity — if you ever want to embezzle
money, don't try to hide it — just don’t keep any records. My
predecessor had nearly put us into bankruptcy, but nothing
could be proven because the only record we had was an unbal-
anced checkbook. — Ed )

On the island of Guam, wildlife biologists are carefully giv-
ing Tylenol tablets to dead mice and rats.

No they’re not trying to creste a rodent Frankenstein —
‘they’re trying to cure another kind of headache.

The brown tree snake, accidentally introduced to-Guam and
some any other Pacific islands-during WWII, has wreaked havoc
on the local wildlife, virtually destroying the islands’-native bird
populations. One of the few things that can kill a brown tree
snake isa good healthy dose of Tylenol.

Biologists are hoping that the Tylenol-laced, electronically-
tagged rodents will be eaten by the snakes so that Guam’s wild-
life will be given a chance to recover.

United They Conquer

Argentine ants are spreading around-the world. But
whereas in South America their colonies typically attack one an-
other, their behavior changes when they invade new territory. In
California they assault and displace local species like the har-
vester ant, yet their own colonies rarély clash. Because they
aren’t fighting, they grow in numbers and form coopersative
super-colonies.

(Oh good, first Killer Bees, Fire Ants and Presidential
Candidates, now super-colonies! —FEd.)
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From the
Conservation

Committee
Bob Wilkinson
Strong
Public Sup-
port for Re-
storing San
Francisco

Bay

A Bay
Area-wide pub-
lic opinion poll
was comimis-
sioned by California Audubon and con-
ducted by Fairbank, Maslin and
Associates to determine the potential level
of support in the region for its major cam-
paign to restore the Bay. Attitudes and
values held by residents in the region are
critical to an understanding of the tasks
and strategies ahead.

The results of the poll indicate that
the Bay and the lands around it top the
list of environmental features, ahead of
water and air quality, which the public be-
lieves important to maintaining the qual-
ity of life in the region.

The survey also reveals that most
people expect the Bay and its surrounding
lands to become degraded in the years
ahead. The main culprits are seen as pol-
lution and growth. Nearly 7 million live
and work along the shores of the Bay and
its immediate watersheds. This large
population will be increased during the
next 20 years by 1.6 million more
residents.

Maost people (88%) are supportive of
efforts to reduce pollution, and almost as
many favor protecting habitat for fish and
wildlife in the area. An even greater rea-
son felt by the public for protecting the
Bay is to preserve it for future genera-
tions. Its uniqueness as the largest and
ecologically most important estuary on
the West Coast of North America may
contribute to this high ranking of
appreciation.

So what is the degree of support for
those environmental organizations most
likely to work for its preservation? 57%
have a favorable view of Audubon, the
same for the Sierra Club. If conservation
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efforts require public funding 45%
strongly support the idea, with 34% some-
what supportive.

The poll results led to a recasting of
the name of the campaign to its present
title in order to better resonate with public
concerns as well as with Congress.

The outline of basic support is im-
portant to the efforts of Audubon’s San
Francisco Bay Restoration Program which
continues to gather steam at its headquar-
ters located at the Bay Audubon Center at
Tiburon under the direction of Debbie
Drake.

Audubon chapters such as Sequoia
will pitch in to help the campaign by such
strategies as asking endorsements from
local governments and support of model
resolutions for restoring the Bay.

Northward the
Whales!

Although most gray whales have al-
ready headed north, the females with
calves do not leave the south until March
when the young have accumulated enough
insulating blubber. The mothers and
young travel at a more leisurely pace than
the others, and may be seen along our
coast anytime between April and June.

Barrel Burning
Cliff Richer

When 1 was growing up in a small
town in New Hampshire, nearly every-
body had a backyard incinerator. Usually
this was an old 55 gallon oil drum with
some holes punched in it for air
circulation.

In those days it was considered good
civic duty to burn as much of your trash
as possible before setting it out for the
weekly trash collection. This not only
lightened the load for the local garbage
man — a well liked local character who
had suffered physical and mental disabili-
ties as the result of a childhood accident
— but also reduced the amount of mate-
rial at the local dump.

According to the EPA, there are still
20 million such backyard incinerators in
rural America and they conclude that the
barrel burners may release as many pol-
lutants, especially dioxins, as did all the
municipal incinerators in use before 1995,

4

when the EPA tightened burning rules.
The EPA has no authority over these

individual activities but is encouraging

state legislatures to impose restrictions.

The Nature Conser-
vancy — An “Effi-
cient” Charity

Last December we iearned much to
our surprise that The Nature Conservancy
was rated as one of the “lower-rated”
charity organizations, using less than half
of its revenues to carry out its programs.

It is only recently that I learned that
this rating is due entirely to the format of
the IRS 990 that all non-profits — includ-
ing Sequoia Audubon — have to file with
the Federal government.

Under this form any real estate ac-
quisitions must be classified as capital ex-
penses — not as program costs.

Since the most important work of
TNC is its acquisition of environmentally
sensitive lands, this clearly changes the
“efficiency rating” of it as a charity. As
near as I could tell from looking at TNC’s
annual report, its beneficial use of funds
varies from somewhere between 90.5 to
94%, depending on how you wish to clas-
sify some of its employees — most of
whom have both administrative and sci-
entific duties. In either case, an outstand-
ing record!

Phasing Out

Snowmobiles

The National Park Service (NPS)
announced in November that snowmobile
use will be phased out of Yellowstone and
Grand Teton in the next three years.

The Park Service already had lim-
ited snowmobiles at nearly all facilities
except Yellowstone and Teton.

While there will be no change in
snowmobile use this season the machines
will be phased out starting next year and
banned by 2003-2004.

“Public activities should conserve re-
sources and values for future genera-
tions,” said Karen Wade, regional
director for NPS. “Unfortunately, snow-
mobiles have been shown to harm wild-
life, air quality and the quiet of these
parks7’
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YEAR 2000 CHRISTMAS COUNT STATISTICS

SPECIES (=] (2. cs AN
7 7 LI
Pacific Loon 608 20 78 "
Common Loon 18 8 1
“Pied-biled Grebe 1 5 [ 173
Homed Grebe 55 Accipiter ap. 1 13 2
Red-necked Grebe * 28 5 2
Eared Grebe 3 1 L L 4
Westem Grebe 224 22 50
Clark's Grebe 181 1
species 30 7 | 1213
Northem Fuimer ¢ 12 33 % -
Short-tailed/Sooty Shearwater 2 1
“Black-vented Shearwater 4 W[ 8
Brown Pelican 64 78 700 2 1
Double-creeted Cormorant 368 2 58 1
Brandt's Cormorant 07 7 &1 B 20
Pelagic Conmorant 15 5 2 247 70
Groat Blue Heron 28 1677 3 252 84
3 12 £z W[ W
Snowy Egret 80 41 5 3
Green Heron 2 2 2 1
"Black-crowned Night Heron 12 1 1
Greater W.F. Goose 2 1 2 2
Snow Goose 5 5 1
"Ross’ Goose g 10 T
Ross/Snow goose 100 300 o8 18
Brant 15 158 118
Canada Goose 218 1 1
Canada Goose (Small races) 2 2 41 0
Wood Duck * 11 5 45 71
American Green-winged Teal 202 ] o7 BT
Maltard 325 13 28 13
Northem Pintai 2268 10 1
Clnnamon Teal k] 3 1
Northem Shoveler 128 73 408 450
Gadwail 418 708 a
American Wigeon k.3 12 T
Canvasback 1491 4 511 o
Ring-necked Duck 135 1 8
Greater Scaup 20 E - R IR
Lesser Scaup 142 8 -4 508
Scaup, 4535 Dowitcher, species: 262 129 119
‘Lmo—ﬂod DBuck peces 7 105 W =
Black Scoter * 1 280 Tt 3
Surf Scoter 1044 425 2] 12%
“White-winged Scoter [ 20 13 =
Common Goldeneye 608 811 582 240
Barrow's Goldeneye 2 14038 7 3
“Buffichead 7345 T ] ST
Hooded Merganser 40 87 o0 1
Common Merganser 1 b ] 81 10
"Redbreasted Merganser [ -] 0
Ruddy Duck 1219 Glaucous-wingedxHerring gull 2 135 88
Turkey Vulture 423 g Vestemn guit 24 -
Osproy 2 ackJegged Kittiwakse * 1 11 WWI—TITI——JZI
White-tailed Kite 50 Guit species| 3977 Total Blrds| 72482 | 18327

Participants - Both Counts
Rick Baird, Nat Bowditch, Sue Cossins, Al DeMartini, Gary Deghi, Merry Haveman, Jim Hully, Don Keller,
Chris Maclntosh, Peter Metropulos, Carol Miller,Pat Pauch, Pete Popin, Cliff Richer,
Robin Smith, Judy Spitler, Adam Winer

Participants - Crystal Springs Count
Charles Benedict, J.R. Blair, Geri Brown, Phyllis Browning, Ted Chandik, Al Eisner, John Epperson, Leslie Flint,
Lee Franks, M. Franks, Sharon Hom, Grant Hoyt, Karen Hoyt, Jerry James, Sue James, Eileen Kay, Ron Kistler,
Rosalie Lefkowitz, lona Luke, Nelle Lyons, Joe Macho, Tristan McKee, Steve Miller, John Padley, Don Pendelton,
Howard Rathlesberger, Susan Rowinski, Teri Ryan, Wemer Schumann, Georgia Stigall, Ron Thorn,
Francis Toldi, Tom Vanden Bosch, Barbara Vanderwerf, Bill Vanderwerf, Allan Wofchuck

Participants - Ano Nuevo Count
Laurie Bechtler, Luke Cole, Garth Harwood, Gloria Heller, Howard Higley, Rick Johnson, Gina Kim,
‘ Carol Masterson, Christina Noble, Jeff Powers, Nicole Salgado, Christy Scherr, Gary Strachen, Tim Sullivan,
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Vesper Sparrow

In winter, when most warblers and
flycatchers have sensibly retired to
warmer climates, sparrows provide the
biggest challenges for North American
birders. While some observers despair of
ever distinguishing the sparrows, these
birds can be learned and can even become
enjoyable to identify. Vesper Sparrow is
one we might pick out as potentially easy,
because it has ready-made field marks: a
rusty shoulder patch and, most impor-
tantly, white outer tail feathers. The prob-
lem is that these marks often can be
impossible to see when the bird is at rest.
In identifying sparrows, it is more effec-
tive to start with the whole bird and work
down to isolated field marks, rather than
going the opposite way.

Compared to many sparrows, Ves-
pers are not especially hard to see. They
live out in open fields, and in winter they
are often in small flocks. If disturbed, they
may fly up to perch on fences or weed-
tops. In other words, they behave much
like Savannah Sparrows but are larger
than most races of Savannahs and have
longer tails.

In overall appearance, Vesper Spar-
rows are pale gray-brown, with fine dark
streaks. While many sparrows have heavy
dark stripes atop their heads, Vespers
show only narrow streaks there. Lower on
their faces, however, Vespers show a
stronger pattern: the ear patch has a thick
dark outline, set off against the broad
whitish whisker stripe and a bold white
eye-ring. This face pattern, visible from a
surprisingly long distance, is usually the
best mark on a perched bird.

The rusty shoulder patch is limited
to a small area on the wing and is often
hidden when the bend of the wing is
tucked up among the body feathers. Like-
wise, the white outer tail feathers may be
very hard to see when the bird is at rest.
All the more reason to learn the face pat-
tern and the overall appearance of the
Vesper Sparrow, so that when those white
tail feathers flash in flight, they will
merely confirm an identification already
made.

Toolmaker Crows

The corvids — ravens, crows, jays
and magpies — have long been thought to
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be the intelligentsia of the bird world
Now there is evidence that the crows liv-
ing on the South Pacific island of New
Caledonia have actually learned how to
make their tools.

Researcher Gavin Hunt noted that
the crows seem to take particular pride in
their tools and take them wherever they
go. He then noted that these tools ap-
peared in two forms — one in which
twigs were trimmed and another in which
sturdy leaves were cut out, both to form a
barbed hook at the end. These tools were
then used to snag prey from otherwise in-
accessible search sites. Hunt then noted,
but was unable to absolutely confirm, that
the tool making was confined to one or
two crows in each flock, who apparently
“sold” the tools to their less talented
brethren for prey items.

Toolmaking and capitalism — what
next? A corvid internet?

First Sooty Tern
Nest in Western US

Michael R. Smith, writing in West-
ern Birds described a sooty tern nest, in-
volving a single pair, found in southern
San Diego Bay in 1997. The first Sooty
Tern ever recorded for the state was in
1982 and there have only been a few seen
since then, with no nesting pairs. The
closest permanent nesting colonies are on
islands off Mexico and Hawaii.

The nesting attempt in San Diego
was a failure when both birds were found
killed, apparently by an immature
Peregrine. The egg the birds had been in-
cubating was collected and was found to
be fertile.

Permanent colonization of the area
by sooty terns is uniikely. The distance to
any other permanent nest sites and the
birds’ long incubation period, extending
well beyond that of any other local terns,
leaves the bird highly vulnerable to
predation.

San Pedro Creek
Watershed

Coalition

Pacifica’s San Pedro Creek Water-
shed Coalition (SPCWC) was formed a
year ago with the goal of enhancing and
maintaining the health of the creek and
its watershed. The group meets between 7
and 9 PM on the third Thursday of every
month at the Visitor’s Center of the San
Pedro Valley County Park in Pacifica. It
is working to assess the physical and bio-
logical conditions of the watershed, re-
store native flora and fauna, improve
water quality and to protect the watershed
and reduce pollution in the creek.

In the fall of 1999, the Coalition
used a grant from the San Francisco Re-
gional Water Quality Control Board to
fund workshops for homeowners and wa-
tershed professionals. Led by the Water-
ways Restoration Institute of Berkeley, the
workshops examined past and present
methods of creek restoration and erosion
control. Participants were given hands-on
training in cutting and planting willows,
brush layering and bank stabilization. '

The Coalition’s Water Quality
Monitoring Committee regularly samples
water from the north and south forks, and
along Sanchez Creek, as well as at the
mouth of the main stem and in the ocean.
Unfortunately, samples taken at the beach
in 1998 and 1999 revealed such high lev-
els of fecal coliform that the beach should
have been closed to surfers and bathers on
one of every ten days, on average. With a
grant from the Department of Fish and
Came, the Committee will continue to test
the watershed for fecal and total coliform,
e. coli, streptococcus, nitrite and nitrate
levels and try to determine whether the fe-
cal coliform is from animal or human
wastes, and where it is coming from.

SPCWC holds its first annual Creek
Day at Sanchez Art Center in Pacifica on
Saturday May 13, 2000, with oral presen-
tations, discussion groups, watershed
modeling, and demonstrations of erosion
control and non-native invasive plant re-
moval. If you are interested in helping
with Creek Day, or would like more infor
mation, call Tricia Zimmerman at
415/646-0513 or desmata@sfsu.edu.

Sequoia Audubon Society



Panoche Valley

(Continued from Page One)
om the same area. It was variously iden-
ified as a Harrier and a Raven before we
could see its identifying tail pattern. A
smallish, immature Golden Eagle!!
What a day!

Join us on our spring trips, espe-
cially Mines Road in April, and have one
of these wonderfully satisfying days
yourself!

—Robin Smith

Half Moon Bay
Beach Plover
Watch

Volunteers Wanted!

Each spring, snowy plovers arrive to
nest at Half Moon Bay State Beach. These
small, well-camouflaged shorebirds are
part of a population of less than 1,800
snowy plovers left in California.

Their population has been threat-

ened mostly by human disturbance, loss of

abitat due to development and predation.
You can help make a positive impact!
Becoming a Plover Watch Volunteer re-
quires an investment of 4 to 16 hours per
month during the nesting season (March-
August) to monitor the activity of the
birds, and offer information to beach visi-
tors about the importance of protecting
them.

How to get involved: Attend a
training session on March 3, 2001 or
March 10, 2001 from 9am-2pm to learn
more about these interesting little birds.
The first half of each session will cover
Snowy Plover natural history and include
a slide program. Then we will observe
plovers in the habitat area.

The sessions will be held at the State
Park Office, 95 Kelly Avenue, Half Moon
Bay.

Refreshments will be provided but
please bring a sack lunch.

To register for training call Ranger
Nelle Lyons at 726-8819. Nelle may be
able to arrange for additional training ses-
sions if you can’t make these scheduled
Saturdays.

Sequoia Audubon Society

Northwest Festivals

Two bird festivals highlight the
spring calendar in the Northwest corner
of the state.

The Aleutian Goose Festival is held
in Crescent City from March 23 through
25. for more information contact REDIL,
207 Price Mall, Crescent City, CA 95531,
800-343-8300 or on the web at
<www.delnorte.org/soar>,

Godwit Days at Arcata is held from
April 27 through 29. For more informa-
tion contact Arcata MainStreet, 791 8th
St., Suite 2-3, Arcata, CA 95521, or
<www.godwitdays.com>.

Keep Tabs on
Washington

It s important to stay abreast of what
the federal government is doing — after
all, it uses our money, and its actions af-
fect us all. You can keep track at FED-
BUZZ. COM, a private site that provides
current news and information about the
government as well as links to further re-
sources. The site is arranged by topic —
such as Health & Safety and
Land/Environment — rather than by de-
partment or agency, which makes it easy
for us civilians to navigate. Its goal is to
present information “without bureaucratic
spin or governmental agenda.” On the
lighter side, check out the GovGoodieBag
for free or low-cost maps, posters, cook-
books, etc. available from Uncle Sam.

West Indian Sea-
birds in Trouble

Most of the seabirds nesting in the
Caribbean are in trouble. Of the 21 spe-
cies nesting in the region, 15 are listed as
near threatened to critically endangered,
including all six of the region’s endemic
species of seabirds

For the most part the threats are the
same as those faced by seabirds the world
over: habitat destruction and disturbance,
human consumption of eggs and birds,
the introduction of predatory animals and
pollution.

Some are also blaming ecotourism,

7

which has been growing steadily. They
believe that the seabird colonies them-
selves have become a tourist attraction,
with predictably negative results.

Donors

We wish to thank all of the follow-
ing individuals who donated to Sequoia
Audubon over the last several months.

J. Ackerman, L and Magnus Akerblom,
Dr. B. Anderson, G. Anderson, W. An-
derson, A, Angstadt, Nancy Arbuckle,
C. Arnold, M., Axley, Joanne Azarnoff,
Beck & Call, S. Bernhard, Arlene Ber-
stein, J. Bott, B. Bova, Mary Bresler,
A. Brown, Doris Brown, M. Brush,
George Cameron, Suzanne Carder,
Margaret Chilton, T. Clifford, Kath-
leen Cody, Sophie Collins, Lee
Crowley, Mary De Lancey, Jeffrey De-
pew, Jean Durick, J. Durkac, Janet El-
liot, Joyce Fancher, ? Ferguson, Gary
Construction, Lundall Feuchter, Leslie
Flint, P. Fonteyn, L. Friedman, Mary
Ann Gardner, M. Graham, A. Greene,
J. Halford, K. Hall, F. Hannig, Susan
Hecox, D. Hershey, S. Hibshman, Ken-
neth Himes, Susan Hunt, Joyce Huston,
K. Ishida, Bjorn Jorde, E. Kay, Su-
zanne King, Kraig Kurucz, A. Lamber-
ston, Vanessa Leadbetter, W. Lind-
strom, James Little, Gwen Lorraine,
Chris MacIntosh, Joseph Melichar, Pe-
ter Metropulos, M. Mong, Mark Monk-
man, Wayne Montoya, P. Moon,
(Watters), Anne Moser, M. Nagumo,
Fran Nelson, M. Neufer, John Oakes,
L. Odone, George Oetzel, John Padley,
Patti Papeleux, A. Perry, G. E. Peter-
man, Donna Petersen, L. Poole, Peter
Popin, Sandra Pursell, C. Randall,
Howard Rathlesberger, Jane Reavis,
Richard Rietz, Suzanne Rogers, Judith
Romines, Sally Roth, D. Rotterman, J.
Runyeon, Grace M. Sain, S. Sandstrom,
Stephanie Singer, Robin Smith, Ste-
phen Smith, Anita Spangler, Georgia
Stigall, Francis Toldi, Aurora Toma-
doni, Arthur Traum, Darla Tupper,
John Tyler, H. Ulrich, Margaret Utter-
back, Tom Vanden Bosch, James Ver-
tin, Richard Wiesner, Bob Wilkinson,
Allan Wofchuck, Deborah Yates, Kaye
Yost, Joseph Zucca.
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Gifts and Bequests

The list of donors may be found on Page Seven ‘

Sequoia NEEDLES is published monthly except in Jamuary, July and August. Members are encouraged to submit material to be published in the NEEDLES. The
dadlineforthesubmissionofmawialsistheﬁrstdayoﬂhemomh preceding publication. These may be original articles, original artwork or cartoons, or uncopyrighted
material form other sources. Items dealing with conservation issues must be submitted to the Conservation Committee prior to publication.

Information for all officers and chairpersons should be mailed to PO Box 3897, Redwood City,.94064-3897 Plcase send RENEWAL MEMBERSHIPS directly to
National Audubon in the envelope accompanying your renewal notice.

Please send LATE RENEWALS or NEW MEMBERSHIPS through Sequoia Audubon Society to insure continuity of newsletter or magazine subscriptions.

SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY’S WEB PAGE’S URL is Sequoia-audubon.org
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deductible donation which helps fund the chapter’s
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President’s Letter- robin smith

On the way to the Grand Canyon to celebrate Christmas with the National
Park Rangers in my family, we spent time at Lee’s Ferry to check out my
son’s new digs and new job. Lee’s Ferry is just “around the corner” from
the Vermilion Cliffs. If you've been following the reintroduction of Califor-
nia Condors into the wild, you’'ve undoubtedly heard of the Vermilion
Cliffs, which are a beautiful sight as you head toward the Colorado River.

With directions to the shade ramada where
the Peregrine Fund monitors do their work,
we set out across the desert. It was a beauti-
ful day, sunny and warm, free of clouds, and
crowds. At the end of the thirty mile drive,
we came upon the ramada which was shelter-
ing four birders from Arizona but no official
watchers. No matter! The Arizona contingent
was friendly and had brought along a very
nice spotting scope. They gave us long looks
at the one visible condor. It was perched on a rock, engaged in a little
desultory grooming of feathers. It had a number patch on its wing that
we could almost read with the scope, but it was otherwise big and black
with a hairless head. The most amazing thing about it was that it was
there at all. If only they'd eschew a diet that sometimes includes lead
and antifreeze!

Suddenly our attention was taken by a hunting hawk out over the desert.
He seemed to be just hanging in the air over some prey species on the
ground. The dark wrist patches on the wings and the dark subterminal
tail band were plainly visible as he hung in the sky. He was beautiful! Af-
ter a while, he dropped down on some unlucky bit of lunch and went off to
perch on a bush. Viewing this rough-legged hawk hunting in the desert
was a real treat for me. Rough-legged hawks are occasionally seen win-
tering in San Mateo County. This one, however, even eclipsed that day’s
look at the condor.

Suddenly, the Arizona birders remarked that they heard pipits. Pipits?
Seemed like an unusual place for pipits to me, as I've most often seen
them near the coast or the baylands here at home. Pipits like grasslands,
so they are denizens of the high deserts in Arizona and elsewhere. No
need to go to Arizona for pipit sightings, though! Come along on one of
our bayside field trips and enjoy seeing pipits right here in San Mateo
County.

-Robin Smith
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SAS Field Trips for February 2001

For more general information call 369-1093

Saturday, February 3rd & Sunday, February 4th:
LOS BANOS REFUGES & PANOCHE VALLEY TRIP
Leaders: Cliff Richer 873-1754 & Francis Toldi

This overnight field trip covers two diverse areas and exposes us to a variety of rare and unusual birds. The refuges of Los
Banos are noted for White-faced Ibis, Sandhill Cranes, a large variety of waterfowl and shorebirds, raptors, and owls. Twenty
miles south of Los Banos, Little Panoche Road winds its way through the Diablo Range into Panoche Valley, where wintering
flocks of Mountain Plovers, Vesper Sparrows, Mountain Bluebirds, Long-billed Curlews, and perched raptors vie with the resi-
dent Roadrunners, Phainopeplas, and Chukars for the birders’ attention. Saturday we plan on meeting in the parking lot of the
Los Banos Wildlife Area on Henry Miller Road north of the town of Los Banos at g am. Sunday we will meet at the parking
lot above Little Panoche Detention Reservoir at 8:30 am. The trips will go rain or shine. Motel reservations are recommended.

February 8th, 7:30 pm
GENERAL MEETING: COASTSIDE CONSERVATION EFFORTS
Half Moon Bay (Francis) State Beach, Kelly Avenue, HMB

Come see slides and hear about two exceptional local conservation efforts supported by Sequoia Audubon Society. The Central
Coast Riparian Bird Conservation Plan of PRBO, and the Snowy PloverWatch Project of State Parks. Refreshments served.

Saturday, February 10th SEA CLOUD PARK 9:00 am Leader: Robin Smith 325-3306

This is especially designed for beginners and families. We have plenty of binoculars to share. Besides looking at the birds we
will discuss binoculars, field guides and the basics of bird identification. Questions gladly answered! Sea Cloud Park in Foster
City is reached by taking Hillsdale Avenue east from 101 and making a right turn on Edgewater Blvd. Then go 1.3 miles and
turn left on Pitcairn Drive. Look for the park entrance on the right and meet at the far end of the parking lot at 9 a.m.

Saturday, February 17th PRINCETON HARBOR 9:00 am Leader: Gary Deghi 726-1340

The only sheltered harbor between Santa Cruz and San Francisco, Princeton Harbor is winter home to a good vari-
ety of bay ducks, loons, cormorants, and other divers, as well as gulls and shorebirds. Long-tailed ducks (oldsquaws)
and glaucous gulls are regular winter visitors, and the area almost always has a few surprises. To get there, take
Hwy 92 to Hwy 1, and follow Hwy 1 north to Capistrano Rd and turn left at the lights. Take the first left, and an-

other immediate left into the parking lot, where we will meet.

Thursday, March 8th, 7:30 pm
GENERAL MEETING: THE AMAZING PHOTOGRAPHS OF
JOHN CANG, San Mateo Garden Center

UPCOMING EVENTS/HAPPENINGS

Participate in the National Great Backyard Bird Count, February 16th-19th
For more information go to www.sequoia-audubon.org

Attend the Bald Eagle Conference in Klamath Basin, CA, February 16th-18th
For more information contact 541-882-1219 or www.eaglecon.org

The Aleutian Goose Festival: A Celebration of Wildness, Crescent City, CA
March 23rd-25th. 1-800-343-8300, or www.delnorte.org/soar




WINTER 2001 BIRDSEED SALE ORDER FORM

THE NEXT SEED SALE WILL BE APRIL 2001
ALL ORDERS WITH PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 7TH

Proceeds support local Audubon conservation and education programs

Check preferred pickup location. Pickup dates will be February 15-18, 2000

Confirmation and details will be sent via mail.

Half Moon Bay___  Burlingame___  San Carlos__  Pacifica__ San Mateo__  Atherton___

# BAGS $-COST
AUDUBON WILD BIRD MIX......20 Ib @ $10.00/bag
red & white millet plus black oil sunflower

RED/WHITE MILLET MIX.......... 20 Ib@ $9.50/bag

BLACK OIL SUNFLOWER........... 25 Ib@ $9.50/bag -
WHITE PROSO MILLET..ccuu..... 25 Ib@ $9.00/bag -
THISTLE 5 1b@ $8.00/bag =
SUNFLOWER CHIPS..oorerrrerrrrmne. 25 Ib@ $23.00/bag -

SALES TAX IS INCLUDED IN ALL PRICES ABOVE

Contribution to Sequoia Audubon Society (tax deductible)

CHECK # GRAND TOTAL

Please enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope to receive your order confirmation and directions to pickup loca-
tion. Mail check and order to: SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY P.O. Box 3897, Redwood City, CA 94064-3897
(650)369-1093 Name Address
City Zip____Phone E-Mail
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San Mateo County
Conservation & Birdwatching

: Join Sequoia

| Audubon!

| ‘We invite your membership to
the Sequoia Audubon Society &
NAS! Please complete the form be-
low and mail to P.O. Box 3897, Red-

wood City, CA 94064-3897, or e-mail to
office(@sequoia-audubon.org

__National: $20 new, $15 senior/student

Receive Audubon magazine & Needles/Updates
__Needles-only: $15 Receive Needles/Updates

_ Donation Make check payable to
SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY:

Name
Address
City,
State/Zip
Phone

Email

San Francisco Peninsula Birdwatching

“Despite being one of its smallest and most
intensively urbanized counties, San Mateo
has one of the highest numbers of breeding
bird species of any county in Northern

Attention New &
Returning Members!!!

California. This richness is due to 2 wide vari-
ety of habitats, ranging from rocky shoreline and
sandy beach along our coast; to chaparral, grass-
land, oak woodland, and coniferous forest in our
interior; to salt marsh along our bayshore.
Among our breeding avifauna are healthy popu-
lations of two endangered species, the Marbled
Murrelet, and California Clapper Rail. In addi-
tion, the Sequoia Audubon Society’s two Christ-
mas Bird Counts regularly tally between 180 and
200 species, ranking among the Top 20 out of
1600 such counts conducted in the U.S. each

year.”

-Peter J. Metropulos
Discover all these places and more in our guide to
San Mateo County birding:

COMPLIMENTARY COPIES OF SAN FRANCISCO
PENINSULA BIRDWATCHING AVAILABLE AT

OUR NEXT MEETING!




