i

This Month’S Program

Paul Nobel of Santa Clara
Valley Audubon and the San Fran-
cisco Bay Bird Observatory will
present a program on the identifica-
tion of owls.

Paul is an industrial strength
birder, an experienced tour leader
and an enthusiastic speaker and this should be a great
opportunity to watch, listen and learn.

We want to thank Paul for having the flexibility
and patience to allow us to
make a last minute switch
and change his program
from February to April.

Meetings are 7:30
PM, on the second Thurs-
day of every month at the
San Mateo Garden Center
on the Alameda at Ty, 101
Parkside.

Next Month’'S Program

The Kern River Preserve

Bob Bames, long-time Audubon activist and
birder, is on the staff at Audubon’s Kern River Pre-
serve. The Preserve — a stunning riparian area in
Kern County — was recently acquired from the Na-
ture Conservancy by the National Audubon Society.
Bob will also be leading a Sequoia field trip to the
Kern River Preserve and adjacent desert and moun-
tain areas on June 6, 1998.

Christmas Count
Discrepancies

Our Christmas Count results published last
month contained a number of discrepancies. We are
reviewing these and the corrections will be published
next month.
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Alameda de le Puigas

If you requested a copy of the 27 year Christmas
Count results, we will delay sending out any of these
until the tesults are corrected.

Note that these are our errors in copying data
and were not made by the compilers.
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From the Editor

CIliff Richer
The Shade-Grown Coffee Crusade

In December I expressed my cynical doubt about the merits of this
particular crusade. One of my reasons for this doubt was my lack of
credibility in the sponsoring organization. After being taken to task by
Ms. Rodriguez of the Rainforest Alliance, — “Mr. Richer has confused
our organization with the Rainforest Action Network...” — I admitted my
error and resolved to take a harder look at this problem.

Well, after having done so, I remain cynical and unconvinced that
this is a legitimate crisis. But, [ am aware that it has the potential of
growing into one.

Several articles that I have read (including the one that prompted my
initial reaction) give the impression that farmers all over Central America
are making the conversion from shade-grown to sun-grown coffee. In
fact, this trend so far seems to be confined to Mexico, which is techni-
cally part of North America, not Central America. My inquiries would
indicate that there seem to be no such conversions going on in Honduras
or Costa Rica. Farmers are inherently conservative and are usually reluc-
tant to change what has worked for centuries until it is proven to be ad-
vantageous to them.

All of the articles I have read emphasize the importance of the shade
trees to neo-tropical migrants. Again my research sources feel that these
trees are of negligible value to Honduran and Costa Rican birdlife. In
some cases, the shade trees are introduced species that are unattractive to
the native and migrant species and in most cases, heavy pesticide use
makes the coffee plantations hostile to bird life.

My main reason for cynicism however is the fact that there was no
publicity about this problem until a small coffee company began market-
ing its custom-made, ecologically sound, guaranteed shade-grown coffee
under a variety of names and through a number of environmental organi-
zations, including National Audubon. (I have received no response to my
faxed inquiries regarding Audubon’s decision to start selling this product
and a telephoned inquiry gave the impression that their decision was
based solely on the coffee company’s sales pitch.) 1 find the coincidence
compelling.

The overwhelming bulk of the coffee grown in the world is still
shade-grown, so you can continue to use your off-the-sheif product with a
clear conscience. If this problem troubles you, write to the company, ex-
press your concerns and ask for the source of their product.

I am also willing to be convinced that my cynicism is mis-directed.
If you have any hard facts or personal experience that would contradict or
support either side of this argument, please let us know.
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April

THURSDAY. APRIL 2 — BOARD OF Di-
RECTORS MEETING at the Seauoia Andubon Office at 7 30
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THURSDAY, APRIL 9 — GENERAL MEETING - - Paul
Nobel of Santa Clara Valley Audubon and the San Francisco
Bay Bird Observatory will present a ptogram on the identifica-
tion of owls. — at the San Mateo Garden Center on the
Alameda at Parkside. An informal get-together begins at 7:30
with the General Meeting at 8 PM. See page one for details.

SUNDAY, APRIL 19 — MINES ROAD — This auto caravan
trip winds through an isolated valley where
Phainopepla, Lewis’ : AP
Woodpecker, Lawrence’s
Goldfinch, Golden Eagle
and Prairie Falcon are
near certainties while Roadrunner. Wood Duck,
Wild Turkey, Costa’s Hummingbird, and
Rufous-crowned Sparrows are likely. Yet, despite its seeming
isolation, you will never be more than 45 minutes away fromn:
either Livermore or Interstate 5 so that you can break away and
return to civilization at any time. This is an all-day trip, ending
at dusk, so bring lunch and liquids. Weather is unpredictable,
with temperatures in the past varying between 40 and 90 de-
grees at this time of year. There are only two reliable restroom
facilities, at lunchtime and at mid-afternoon. There may be
gasoline available at the halfway point, but this is not reliable
and varies from year to year. To get there, take 1-580 past Liver-
more to the Vasco Road exit. Take a right at the exit and follow
Vasco Rd. to its end on Tesla Rd. Take a right on Tesla and fol-
low it a little less than a mile until you come to Mines Road on
the left. We will meet on Mines Road at the intersection at 8:30
AM. Late-comers can catch up if they follow Mines Road. At
this time we have no information on any storm damage to the
road, but be prepared for possible inconveniences or detours.
LEADER CLIFF RICHER 873-1754

SUNDAY, APRIL 26 — WILLIAMS SISTERS’ RANCH —
This trip has been postponed as El Nifio has taken its toll on

the Ranch. It will be rescheduled when conditions permit,
& d e e D e d e e S e O

Brown-headed cowbirds are known to parasitize 216 dif-
ferent species of North American birds.
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News From Audubon

Canvon Ranch
Betsy Stafford
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wiped out the rare, rich, freshwater siarsh, giving ACR yet an-
other fundraising opporiunity; (2) filled the waterfali, streams,
and meadows to bursting at Bouverie Preserve, guaranteeing a
spectacular spring wildflower show; (3) washed out bits and
pieces of the parking area in Bolinas Lagoon Preserve; (4) felled
two nest trees behind Smiley’s Tavern in Bolinas, rendering
several Great Blue Herons homeless and sending some of them
over to squabble for nesting sites in Picher Canyon.
Greg and Rachel Kanunan, our de-
oted hydrologlsts who have volunteered
Something Special for Our Audubon Friends ’
Remember to call ahead to reserve a place for a private

wildﬂower walk at Bouverie Preserve in Sonoma’s Valley of the
1, Saturday, May 16. We expect a sellout. Call (707)

hat the storms’ toll “could have been
much, much worse.”

170 Docents for 170 Classrooms

“*We’re still having fun,” writes fourth grader Tom Vil-
lanueva of Otis Elementary, “talking about the telescoj.cs over
here. I had the most fun spying on those egrets and herons.”

Within just three short months this spring ACR’s docents
will travel to 170 Bay Area classrooms and take more than 4000
schoolchildren on nature walks throughout our preserves. Our
docents come from all over — Marin, Sonoma, San Francisco,
and the East Bay. Bouverie Preserve just graduated 27 new do-
cents and Bolinas Lagoon Preserve will begin its 23 Wednes-
days of docent training in September. If you’d like to join this
inspired group of volunteers, call us at (415) 969-9244.

We Still Need Your Help

Without the hands-on support of our Audubon friends, we
wouldn’t be able to handle the thousands of weekend visitors
during our public season March 14-July 12. If you haven’t yet
signed up to host on a Saturday or Sunday, we’d appreciate your
calling our office to do so. And a big thank you for those of you
who have already signed up.
% % % % % % ¢ U % ¢ ¢ % % ¢
Man did not weave the web of life; he is merely a strand in it.
Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself. ’

—Chief Seatt

Sequoia Audubon Society



Super Birdathon Coming!

Watch your mail for the announcement and recruiting let-
sor for this year’s Birdathon!

Not all of the details were available as the Needles went to
press but what was available was spectacular.

First prize for the team raising the most money for SAS
will be a seven day cruise for two by Discovery Voyages
Alaska in the waters of Prince William Sound. Winners will
live on a 65 foot motor yacht while exploring the wonders of
both land and sea. All expenses are included.

Second prize will be a three day all-expense stay for two at
Wild Wings Alaska, a well known birding fodge in the Alaskan
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For ten of the last fifteen vears, we have conducted a
breeding bird count at Mono Lake and we’re looking for partici-
pants for 1998. We survey the Christmas Count circle centered
in Lee Vining, which includes much of the western shore of
Mono Lake, as well as parts of Lundy and Lee Vining Canyons.
This project was initiated by David Gaines and Mono Lake bird-
ers have celebrated his memory by continuing it.

Last year, on June 14 with Mono Lake’s level at 6,382
’et, more than a dozen intrepid counters braved an unseasona-
ly late snowstorm to participate in the 1997 Count. Enduring

rain, snow and hail, we set a new record with 117 species. (The
earlier record had been 112 in 1991.) We confirmed nesting for
Blue Grouse and Vesper Sparrow and observed four new species
(Peregrine Falcon, California Quail, Indigo Bunting and North-
ern Mockingbird). Over the past eleven years, we have tallied a
total of 177 species in the count circle.

The nesting species data has been forwarded to the Point
Reyes Bird Observatory which will be compiling this informa-
tion into GIS maps documenting the decline of riparian and
songbird species in California. These maps can he viewed at
their web site (www.prbo.org/prbo).

We hope you can join us on Saturday, June 13, for the
1998 counts. Participants need to have a working knowledge of
common California birds. Be sure to bring food. water, binocu-
lars, and a clipboard. A spotting scope and a 4WD vehicle are
also useful. Expect Mono’s birds to be at the height of song and
activity. Abundant Mono Lake species at this time of year in-
clude Green-tailed Towhees, Sage Thrashers, House Wrens,
Red-breasted Sapsuckers and Brewer’s Sparrows.

Contact Emilie at emilie@stillwatersci.com or (510)
540-8749 for more information. If you plan to attend, please
contact her by June 1.

(SAS’s Peter Metropulos has been one of the most dedi-
__cated Mono Lake counters for years and wholeheartedly recom-
nds your participation. -Fd.)

Sequoia Audubon Society

The S A S Calendar

May
THURSDAY, MAY 7 — BOARD OF Di-
RECTORS MEETING at the Sequoia Audubon Office at 7:30

PM. All members are welcome. Please call ahead to be sure to
confirm time and space.

THURSDAY, MAY 14 — SAN PEDRO VALLEY COUNTY
PARK — This park provides a variety of wooded, riparian
and grassiands habitat for many species of birds. The trip will
entail some walking along easy trails. It begins at 9:00 AM in

U tho ngrking 1ot of the aark Ta pet there take Highwav 1 to Paci-
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area in Kern County, recently acquaired from the Nature < onser-
vancy. Bob will also be leading a Sequoia field trip to the Kern
River Preserve and adjacent desert and mountain areas on June
6, 1998. — at the San Mateo Garden Center on the Alameda at
Parkside. An informal get-together begins at 7:30 with the Gen-
eral Meeting at 8 PM.

SATURDAY, MAY 23 — PIPER SLOUGH — See next
month’s Needles for details.

LEADER MERRY HAVEMAN 344-2146
June

THURSDAY, JUNE 4 — BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEET-
ING at the Audubon Office at 7:30 PM.

SATURDAY, JUNE 6 — KERN RIVER PRESERVE — See
next month’s Needles for details.
LEADERS BOB BARNES & FRANCIS TOLDI 344-1919

THURSDAY, JUNE 11 — ANNUAL ELECTION OF OFFI-
CERS, GENERAL MEETING AND POTLUCK DINNER
— at the San Mateo Garden Center on the Alameda at Parkside
at 6:30 PM.

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, JUNE 13 & 14 — YUBA PASS
AND SIERRA VALLEY — Dates may be subject to change —
Watch the Needles for details.

LEADERS TED CHANDIK & CLIFF RICHER 873-1754

British scientists have launched a study of the giant bask-
ing shark. The seven ton monster is the only shark found regu-

larly in the seas around England and is endangered because its
liver produces oil used as a lubricant in high altitude jet engines.

April, 1998



Education

Committee Update

Robin Smith
The final figure on Audubon Adven-
tures classrooms is 50! Thanks to all of
the teachers and especially to all of you
who supported this effort.

The Noahs (Vice-
president Marilyn and
spouse) and Robin Smith
were present for the judg-
ing of the San Mateo
County Science Fair. The |
Noahs spent the evening interviewing stu- |
dents about their projects wiile Robm:
spent her time ferreting out fwo projects
for the SAS awards.

The SAS award winners were:
Moriah Nachbaur , a 6th grader who
did a project called Anna’s Choice. A
number of feeders with colored ribbons
were hung on Moriah’s house and she
tracked the hummer’s visits to each feed-
ing station to see which color attracted
them most often. Day-glow orange was
the winner by a slim margin.

Shane Arslan, a 5th grader, did a project
titled Which Type of Insulation Will Re-
tain the Most Heat? He tested wool, cot-
ton, feathers and two man-made
insulation materials.

Nick Coiro and Robin Smith gave a
presentation to Farallone View School in
Montara on Monday, March 9th as part of
the school’s oceans week study. Their
theme this year — El Nifio!

The binoculars obtained under the
BofA grant have been marked with large,
yellow SAS’s fir identifi-
caion and placed in plas-
tic containers for storage.
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more than they need. Tt will be easier to
keep track of them that way. All must be
returned in good condition, OR ELSE!
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There is no expedient to which a
man will not go to avoid the real labor of
thinking. -—Thomas A. Edison
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Notes From The
Marine Reserve

Rick Johnson. currently heading up
our Breeding Bird Atlas Project, and a
former SAS officer and director, has been
elected a director of the Fitzgerald Ma-
rine Reserve. In this he follows in the
footsteps of his parents, Bill and Muriel,
who were active in both SAS and the Re-
serve for many years. {Some of the “old-
timers” remember Bill’s pancake break-
fast field trips to the Reserve with great
fondness.)
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The Wily Octopus

The
octopus,
long de-
picied in
stories and
movies as
the great
killer “Dev-
ilfish” is
really a shy
and gentle creature. A mollusk without a
shell, the octopus has a highly developed
nervous system, and is the most intelli-
gent invertebrate. They can have a mem-
ory up to three weeks duration.
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rrely seen.

i3 alzo found focally, but i
About 20 years ago an eight foot octopus
did wash ashore on Moss Beach.

(rom Between the Tides, the newsletter
of the Iriends of Fitzgerald MRIR)
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California Coastal

Access Guide

New 5th Edition
If you don’t already have one of the
previous editions of this Coastal Commis-
sion book, this is a worthwhile purchase.

If you have one of the earlier edi-
tions, you probably shouldn’t bother. De-
spite its claim that it is “newly revised
and expanded”, it omits several signifi-
cant sites and a number of improvements
in public access to other sites.
sivom California Coast and Ocean, the

ctep e asidd L unservancy.
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The Mono Lake Committee and
other Mono Lake activists have given this
unofficial name to the remains of the for-
mert land-bridge that once joined Negit
Island to the mainland.

While we applaud this move, we
expect that this land-bridge will be com-
pletely covered by the time the lake
reaches the court-mandated level. We
would like to see a more permanent and
more official monument to David Gaines,
whom many consider to have been Cali-
fornia’s most effective activist since John
Muir.

Greening of the CIA

The CIA now has a section that fo-

. cuses on the environment as a national

SCCOrIEY e RIS Croun C1ew s s o

¢ tation, desertification and ¢rosion ax

tentially de-stabtiizing forces and 1s u<ing
its spy satellites to track them. The satei
lites will also be used to mouitor conipii-
ance with international environmental
treatics and to detect tlegal dumping.

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ B B ¥ ®
“The ‘Wise Use™ groups are the first
threat (o the environmental movement
that | have seen in ten years.”
-—Rep. Bill Richardson (D-NM)

Sequoia Audubon Society




Sequoia Audubon Socisty

SPRING 1998 BIRDSEED SALE ORDER FORM
ALL ORDERS WITH PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15

Proceeds support local Audubon conservation and education programs
Please check preferved pickup lecation. Pickup dates will he April 23-26, 1998 with details to be advised later.

DSan Bruno DBurlingame DBelmnnt Dﬂalf Moou Bay
DPacifica {:}San Mateo DAtherton DSan Carlos
o T ;/i \%"3‘ ‘:ﬂﬁ LN 4 ”n{}N 'g;“w.z';

AUDUBON WIE D BIRD M eovivviiene 20 0 0p 820,00 Jogy
ved & while mitlet rins black oif sunfiower

RED/WHITE MILLET MIX voverieeereccnranens 20 b 8 9.5C ag 7
BLACK OIL SUNFLOWER................. ceveres 25 b@ $14.00 fbag 7 .
WHITE PROSO MILLET ...cveenenrearens e 25 b@ § 9.50 /bag L=
THISTLE ............ resereneasasaarebeasenranebessastnanees 5 hbh@ $ 8.50 /bag -
SUNFLOWER CHIPS.......ococecvvervrinenne S 25 lh@ $27.50 /bag =

SALES TAX IS INCLUDED IN ALL PRICES ABOVE
Contribution to Sequoia Audubon Society (lax deductible)

CHECK# TOTAL

THE NEXT SEED SALE WILL BE HELD IN OCTOBER
Please enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope to receive your order confirmation and directions to your pickup location.

Name o B Mail your check and order to
Address B o SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY
City ) Zip - 30 West 39th Avenue, Suite 202

Phone (Home)  (Work) San Mateo, CA 94403

345-3724

o

April, 1998



Elkhorn Slough
Classes Offered

Shorebird Identification and Wild- |
Tife Photouraphv dasse\ are bemg oftewd
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Shorebird 1D classes are fed by Ron
Norden or Jennifer Green and will be
held on April 4 and May 16 from 8:45
AM to 12 Noon. An afternoon class on
April 25 will be held from 1:15 to 4:30.

Frank Balthis will head up the photo
class on Saturday, April 18 (8:30 AM to
Noon). This class should offer great op-
portunities for seal and sea otter studies.

The fee is $35 for the birding
cruises, $38 for the photo excursion. Pre-
tegistration is required. Limited to 15
participants on each outing. To register,
call 408-633-5555 and ask for either the
"Spring Bird Cruise" or "Frank's Photo
Cruise."

National Audubon

Convention
Estes Park Center

AL

(YMCA of the Rockies)
Estes, Colorado
July 6-12

For more information

Write to: Audubon Convention
4150 Darley Ave.
Boulder, CO 80303

Phone: 303-499-3622

Fax: 303-499-0286

e-mail convention@audubon.org

April, 1998

Auguste Heerman
1827-1865

Auguste Heer-

mann was a physician
and member of the
Philadelphia Acad-
emy of Science when
he journeyed to Cali-
fornia in 1849. Only 22 years old, it is
likely he come more in search of gold and

i adventure than for scientific research.

it

Fleverthglers, whan he mhumed fo Phila-

Feermans mage ¢
California in {855 as pdﬂ ¢
Railroad Surveys and his reporis o ihe
birds found on that expedition are part of
its permanent records.

Plagued by ill health, (it was gener-
ally assumed he had contracted syphilis)
he retired from active life in his early
thirties, spending his summers in Phila-
delphia and his winters at his brother's
ranch near San Antonio.

1 1805, only 38 years old, he died
ofa £ licted gunshot wound. Offi-
cially, it was ! .ted ns 2 w+ting accident.

Conifers

Pine Pitch Canker
This fungus dis-
ease was first discovered in the Monterey
pines of New Brighton State Beach in
Santa Cruz County 12 years ago. Since
then it has spread along the coast from
San Diego to Mendocino. Most of our
native pines are susceptible with Mon-
terey pines being most heavily impacted.
The common use of Monterey pines as
ornamental trees has hastened the spread
of this disease. It is not native to North
America and was unknown until its ap-
pearance in Virginia more than 50 years
ago. Today it is widespread through the
southeastern states and most of Mexico.

It is spread from tree to tree by tree-
boring beetles and, along with the beetles,
made great headway during the drought
years.

In 1996, a symposium sponsored by
the California Department of Forestry
(CDA) made a tentative recommendation
that all infected trees be removed and de-
stroyed. The recommendation was with-‘
drawn after the cost of tree removal fiom
Cuarmel alone was calculated to be
$15,000,000!

A recent discovery is even more dis-
tressing -- the disease was found in a
stand of Douglas fir in Santa Cruz. The
gconomic and *nwronmental 1mp11cat10ns
A "u,_;‘u ; e
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or more information, contact Dr.,

Donald Owen. Pine Pitch Canker Task

Force, Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection, 6105 Airport Rd., Redding
CA 96002. (916) 224-2445.

Wildflower Walks at
Edgewood

The California Native Plant Society.
is conducting Wildflower Walks at Edge-
wood Park every Saturday and Sunday
in April and on selected days in May and
June,

All walks be-
gin at 10 AM and
last about three
hours. No reserva-
tions are necessary.
Water and re-
strooms are un-
available on these
hikes. The meeting
place is the Park and Ride lot at the inter-
section of Edgewood Road and 1-280 for
all walks through May 17.

The May dates are Saturdays, May 9
and 30; and Sundays, May 10, 17 and 24.
The last hike will be on Sunday, June 7.
the hikes on May 23 and 30 and on June 7
will meet at the parking lot of the day
camp. The May 9 hike will feature
grasses, but wildflowers will not be
ignored.

For more information call 853-563

Sequoia Audubon Society




SM County Bluebird
Trails Well

Underway
Howard Rathlesberger

With the nesting season rapidly ap-
proaching, the number of bluebird trails is
increasing rapidly.

Under the County Parks Program,
Lee Franks is setting out 10 boxes at

Edgewood Park, the Friends of San Bruno |

Mountain under Kathy Manus has ar-
ranged for six houses and the San Pedro
Valley Volunteers, led by Jim Pommier,
are maintaining ten bluebird houses. Se-
quoia Audubon has committed to con-
tinuing these trails if, for any reason, the
original founders do not continue.

Independent bluebirders include
Stewart and “Red” Pendleton with 10
boxes at Woodside Hills and Canada Col-
lege; Marilyn Walter & Ann Chiller with
10 boxes at Coal Mine Hill in Portola
Valley; Polly Savoy and her two boxes at
Buena Vista in Portola Valley and Evelyn
Chetaldi at Olympic Golf Course.

Our thanks is extended to Sue
ossins, whose donation of used fence
boards enabled us to construct 30 boxes,

and to Linda Mar Hardware of Paci-
fica, which donated enough new lumber
to construct San Pedro Valley’s boxes
with a little left over. We can still use
donations of 6 inch, 8 inch or wider, sal-
vageable, used or new fence boards. We
also need 6 to 7 foot lengths of 2%, % or
1” pipe or conduit, used for predator-
proof nest box supports. Mike Fritz, Su-
pervising Ranger at San Pedro Valley
provided enough of these for his park and
also merits our thanks.

If you haven’t yet joined the Cali-
fornia Bluebird Recovery Program I urge
you to do so. You’ll then be on the mail-
ing list for the newsletter, which will in-
clude the 1997 count results. To join, or
for more information on maintaining a
bluebird trail contact Howard Rathles-
berger at 367-1296.

(It should also be noted that Howard
has made every one of these bluebird
boxes himself. For this he deserves our
thanks and the thanks of every cavity-
nesting bird who'll ever find shelter in
one of these. — Ed.)

Sequoia Audubon Society

Bluebird Programs
Growing Wildly

The California Bluebird Recovery

Program was inaugurated in 1994 and has
grown by leaps and bounds ever since.

In 1997, 304 individuals and groups
monitored 3677 bluebird boxes. In addi-
tion more than a hundred specialized
boxes for wood ducks, kestrels and owls
were monitored.

El Dorado County led the way with
165 monitors — more than all of Califor-
nia in 1996 — and nearly 1100 boxes.

Last year San Mateo County had
only two monitors — Howard Rathles-
berger and Red Pendleton — but between
them they monitored 114 boxes. How-
ard’s experience was typical of the first
year. Only 12% of his boxes were occu-
pied and only 17 birds were fledged. For
unknown reasons, the second year usually
shows a dramatic increase in both of
those figures.

It appears clear that we will have
many more county monitors this year and
should double the total number of boxes
available to cavity nesters in San Mateo
County.

However, we can use more. While a
few of our volunteers monitor more than
a hundred boxes, many more biuebirders
have a single box in their back yards. If
you are interested in setting up and moni-
toring one or more boxes, contact How-
ard Rathlesberger at 367-1296. If you
would be interested in monitoring boxes
at Junipero Serra, Huddert Park or any
other County Park, contact Cliff Richer at
873-1754.

One of the areas we are interested in
developing are the Mid-Peninsula Open
Space District Parks along Skyline. If you
have an “in” to the MPOSD administra-
tion and can arrange for a bluebird trail in
one or more of these parks, please let us
know.

While we don’t have the open space
that E1 Dorado County has, we have a lot
more potential bluebirders and should be
able to match their enthusiasm.

® ¢ 6 6 ¢ % 4 0
There are those who say that tropi-
cal rain forests are propagated by scat-
tered seeds, and bats do 95% of the
scattering.
7

Your Big Chance to

Learn Raptors!

Volunteer Opportunity at GGRO
Allen Fish
The Pacific States” largest bird of

prey migration passes over the Marin
Headlands each autumn. Since 1983, the
Golden Gate
Raptor Obser- ’ y
vatory has
trained volun-
teers to study
these magnifi-
cent hawks, eagles, kites, vultures, and
harriers — collectively called “raptors”
— using counting, banding, and
telemetry.

More than 270 GGRO volunteers —
from all over the greater Bay Area —
tracked and monitored the 1997 migration
of nineteen different raptor species. New
volunteers are being sought for the 1998
training class. Volunteers must be 18
years of age, and able to commit to one
regular day every two weeks from August
through December 1998; along with some
weekend and evening training in July.

The GGRO'’s 1998 Recruitment
Meetings are open to the public. Come on
Tuesday, April 28th, or Thursday, April
30th, from 7 to 9:30 PM, or come on Sat-
urday, May 2nd, from 10 AM to 12:30
PM, to see if you want to get involved
with the GGRO. All meetings will be
held at Golden Gate National Recreation
Area headquarters, Building 201 at Upper
Fort Mason, in San Francisco. Enter the
fort at Franklin and Bay.

For more information, call the
GGRO at (415) 331-0730.

No Wren Trapping!

House Wrens (and Marsh Wrens)
have a habit of invading the nests of their
neighbors and destroying the eggs by
piercing them with their sharp beaks. A
Canadian bluebirder, resenting these de-
structive activities, has created a House
Wren trap and is actively promoting it. '

The California Bluebird Recovery
Program disavows this activity entirely.
Not only is it unethical, but it is illegal
under state and US law. A bird-banding
license or scientific collection permit is
required to trap any native bird.
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Gifts and Bequests

Thomas Goodier in memory of Mildred Swanson

Kumiko Ishida for sponsorship of an Audubon Adventures classroom

The estates of Themas and Agnes QOczkewecz for the donation of birding reference books
Francis Toldi

Allan Wofchuck
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