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This Month's Program 
Paul Nobel of Santa Clara Valley 

Audubon and the San Francisco Bay Bird 
Observatory will present a program on 
the identification of owls. 

Paul is an industrial strength birder. 
an experienced tour leader and an enthu­
siastic speaker 

and this should be a great 
opportunity to \\atch. lis­
ten and learn. 

Next Month 
In i\1mch. our 0\\ n 

AI .Jarnarrillo. a profes­
sional birding tom lcad..:r 
and an SAS Director. \1 ill 
pn:!>ent a program on 

Blackbirds and Orioles. 

H"'Y· 101 

• Aud.-Ca Staff Changes 
Mini Nagendran, the personable crane expert, 

has left Audubon California and entered the academic 
world. 

She had replaced Bob Barnes and is being re­
placed by Bob Rarnes. who is returning to Audubon. 
Boh .. who has had a long-t1rne interest in the Kern 
Riwr Preserve, 1vill he headquartered there. 

Both Bob and Mini have made presentations to 
Sequoia Audubon in the p~tst. Both have been assets 
to the Audubon cause. We regret losing Mini but are 
glad to see Bob back. 

New Birds at CPM 
Coyote Point Museum for Environmental Educa­

tion has added a Peregrine Falcon to their educational 
staff. The 6 year-old male Peregrine Falcon was bred 
and raised in captivity as an educational bird and has 
traveled extensively to provide school programs for 
children. This bird will participate in the Museum's 
Hawk Talks Demonstration. In addition, two more 
Chukars have been joined the once-lonely resident. 
We would suggest that they not introduce the Pere­
grine to the Chukars. 

-------- ~~~ 
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A Tale of Three Vireos 
Cliff Richer 

Seventeen years ago, 
Steve Laymon, now director 
of the Kern River Research 
Center in Weldon. told me 
to carefully note any obser­
vations of any Solitary Vir­
cos I might sec cast of the 
White \1ountains. where we 
\\ere at the time. 

Well. it took a little 
mo1c time than Steve predicted. but sure enough. I've been able to add not 
nne. but two. new birds to my life list without ever Jcaying my li\ ing 
room. 

Our Solitary Vireo is nov. the Cassin's Vireo. The Plumbeous Vireo 
is found in the mountains of the Sonoran and Chihuahuan Deserts and in 
the southern Great Basin. The Blue-headed Vireo (\-dJOsdlcad looks gray 
to me) is round in the northeast US and eastern Canada. (This bird keeps 
the Latin name solitarius.) Their song is essentially the same- usually 
an important point in separating species-- but their DNA has diverged 
enough so that they are now considered distinct. There is some overlap of 
Cassin· sand Plumbcous and theoretically they can hybridize. Further­
more, a Cassin's with worn or dull plumage may look much like the dull 
Plumbcous. If you have a lot of imagination, a Cassin's in bright new 
plumage may even resemble a Blue-headed. In short if you're in Cassin's 
territory, be careful about calling Plumbcous or Blue-headed. 

Here arc some other changes in the AOU's checklist of North 
American Bird species. 

The western races of the Marbled Murre let have been split off and 
are now the the Long-hilled Murrelet (BruckyrwnJ!hus pedrix). While its 
conceivable that this bird could show up in California don't cow1t on it. 
Traveler:> to the Aleutians should be looking for it however. 

The Plain Titmouse is gone. Its now called Oak Titmouse (Bae­
olophus inomatu,\). East of the Sierras it is now considered a separate spe­
cies. the Juniper Titmouse (13. tidgwai). 

Proposed reclassifications arising out of DNA technology are slowly 
being absorbed into the AOU classification system. New World Vultures 
have been shifted from diurnal raptors to the order Cicon(fonnes and are 
now listed after storks, to which they are more closely related and there 
are shifts in the order of classification of whistling ducks and songbirds. 

(Thanks to Rich Stallcup and his article in the Fall issue of the PRBO Ob­
server for the vireo identification tips.) 
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The S A S Calendar 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5- BOARD OF 
DIRECTOR~ MEETING at the Sequoia 
Audubon Office at 7:30 PM. All members are 

welcome. Please call ahead to be sure to confinn time and 
space. 

THlJRSDAY, FEBRUARY 12- GENERAL MEETING­
Featuring Owl Idcntitlcatiun by Paul Nobel at the San Mateo 
Garden Center on the Alameda at Parkside. An informal get­
together begins at 7:30 with the General Meeting at 8 PM. See 
page one tor details. 

SAHJRDAY AND SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21 AND FEBRU­
ARY 22-- THE LOS BANOS REFUGES AND PANOCHE 
VALLEY FIELD TRIP. A highlight field trip covering two 
diverse areas and exposing us to a 
variety of rare and unusual birds. 
The four refuges north of Los Ba­
nos are noted for White-Faced 
Ibis, Sandhill Cranes, a large va­
riety of waterfowl and shore 
birds, raptors and owls. Twenty 
miles south of Los Banos, Little 
Panoche Road winds its way 
through the Diablo Range into 
Panoche Valley where wintering 
flocks of Mountain Plovers, Ves­
per Sparrows, Mountain Blue­
birds, Long Billed Curlews, and perched raptors vie with the 
resident Roadrunners, Phainopeplas and Chukars for the birders' 
attention. On Saturday we plan on meeting in the parking lot of 
the Los Banos Wildlife Area on Henry Miller Road north of the 
town of Los Banos at 9:00A.M. On Sunday we will meet at the 
parking lot above Little Panoche Detention Reservoir at 8:30 
AM. Bring lunch for each day as facilities are limited. The 
trips will go on rain or shine. Motel reservations are recom­
mended at this time of year. 
LEADER CLIFF RICHER 873-1754 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, PRINCETON HARBOR-- A 
return to this remarkable area and the diversity of its waterbirds, 
shorebirds and wintering passerines should produce a few sur­

prises and a very satisfactory "day 
list". To get there take Hwy. 92 to 
Hwy. I and follow Hwy. I north to 
Capistrano Rd. and turn left at the 
lights. Take your first left and proceed 
stmight ahead into the upper parking 
lot where we will meet at 9:00 A.l\.1 

Boots or sturdy shoes are recommended. The trip ~lwuld break 
up at noon. 
LEADER TO BE ANNOUNCED 
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News From Audubon 
Canyon Ranch 

Betsy Stafford 
Migration, hibernation, estivation- while all these adapta­

tions are fine for some critters at ACR, there's plenty of action 
for others this winter. 

Docents at both of ACR's teaching preser\'es are busy win­
tering over with both advanced and new docent training pro­
grams. Ranch Guides at Bolinas Lagoon Preserve will start 
their training for weekend guiding on February 7. This fascinat­
ing program runs tor six Saturdays and is taught by ACR's tour 
outstanding biologists. Topics include inside into on nesting 
herons and egrets, pond life, plant communities, and teaching 
techniques. There's still time to sign up tor this very popular 
program that trains you to share your knowledge and love of the 
natural world with the public on weekends during the spring and 
summer nesting season. Call 415-86~-9244 tor detai Is. 

John Kelly, our Resident Biolog1st at Cypress Grove Pre­
serve, reports on some fascinating research in progress. Paul 
Spitzer, from the Oxford Lab on Maryland's Chesapeake Bay, is 
studying migration timing, Pacific Coast distributions, and molt 
in Common, Red-Throated, and Pacific Loons. Philippa Shep­
herd, from Simon Fraser University in British Columbia, is 
working with John on the ecology of wintering shorebirds and 
plans to follow the local movements of radio-tagged D~mlins. 
Other ACR research continues on wintering waterbirds on 
Tomales Bay and regional heron and egret populations. 

From Bolinas Lagoon Preserve Ray Peterson, our Resi­
dent Biologist, gives the unofficial report on the spring '97 
heronry nesting season. For Great Blue Herons: 7 pairs raised 
about a dozen chicks (which is close to the 30-year average of a 
little under 2 fledglings per nest). For Great Egrets: 70 pairs, 
about 140 chicks that fledged. For Snowy Egrets: I 0 pairs, 
probably 15 fledglings. 

Some Snowy Egret chicks, Ray reports, were eaten by ra­
vens, which appear to be at an all-time high population in the 
Bay Area. (In San Matl:'o ( 'ounty. raven numhers UJIJWar to hi! 
down as they are /wing displaced hy llll[Jn?cedented numhers o( 
American ('rows. /las Marin inherited our ravl:'ns? --Fd) 
Some of the facts on the predation are unknown. Did it occur 
after the chicks were tour weeks old, when both parents had to 
leave the nest to forage'~ Or were the nests tlat-out abandoned 
by the adults'! Ravens seem to pick on Snowys, but what about 
the Great Egret chicks'' 

If you and yours \vould like to learn more about the natural 
world of our beautiful Bolinas Lagoon Preserve, please consider 
joining us as hosts f(n a \veekend day during the heronry's nest­
ing Sl'<bon. mid-i\1ay to mid-June. We have been most grateful 
to the nnny of you \vho have hosted in the past, and we urge all 
nf you to volunteer ada;; to help welc<Jme the public to the 
sights and sounds of our preserve in full breeding plumage . 
Please call the SAS oftice or our office at 415-868-9244. We 
need and appreciate your volunteer help. 
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~~~ News From Audubon 
R '"'\ Canyon Ranch 

• (( 'ontinuedfrom Page Tl;•o) 
Hy early Fehruary :;ome Crcat Blue llerons v\ill be crui~-

111~ around the canyon at E· .linas La!!-oon, ched;ing out Lt-;t 
.vear'~ nesh. Lak \\inter'~.; busv time ({Jr tiiCSt' kllldc,umc uea­

tures, \\IJO ar<.: now :;purtin1 nuptial plumes on their head~. neck:-­
and backs in their annual spring search for mates and good 
fi~hing. 

Late \'.:inter's also a bu~y time f(.lf other two-legged species 
at ACR. Ranch Guide trainmg beg:ins Saturday, h.:bruary 7, and 
continues forth~· next five \aturdays. It's ;:m outstanding: pro­
gram that trains volunteers on the natural history ofthe heronry, 
pondlife and botany at ACR as well as techniques for trail 
teaching, and much, much nwre. In exchange for several week­
end days ofas:>isting the public dunn)! the open seast)ll (March 
15 to July 19), Ranch Guidvs become members of the ACR 
farndy, able to have acces~; to a rich continuing education pro­
gram, many fun activities a'ld trips, a discount at the ACR book­
store, and opportunities to' isit the Ranch during certain closed 
times. It's probably not too late to call now and inquire about 
this umque program - the office phone is 415/868-9244, 9 am to 
5 pm M-F. 

Congratulations to the newly elected Chapter Representa­
tives to the ACR Board: From Golden Gate- Dan Murphy; from 
Madrone -Jack Harper and Jeff Holtzman; from Marin -Jim 

•

Cooke, Barbara Salzman, and Lowell Sykes; from Sequoia­
eslic Flint. 

A BUSY WINTER AT BOUVERIE PRESERVE- 30 
new docents will graduate on February 19th. They've had 21 
days ofleaming natural history and teaching techniques from 
the experts and are ready and anxious to join about 70 other ac­
tive Bouverie docents in teaching and sharing a low of nature 
with Sonoma schoolchildren . 

Bouverie Preserve is host to thousands of Rough-skinned, 
Red-bellied, and Califomia Newts. The lith Annual Newt Count 
starts this month. Stay tuned. 

If you'd like to get an insider's view of this beautiful pre­
serve in Sonoma's Valley ofthe Moon, join us for a Workday, 
Sunday, March 1. In exchange for some help an the trails or in 
Gilman Hall, we provide camaraderie, a beautiful place to work 
during wildflower season, and a free lunch. Call Nancy at Bou­
verie Preserve, 707/938-4554. 

Our Cypress Grove Preserve just completed, in conjunction 
with the Point Reyes Christmas count, a waterbird survey on 
Tomales Bay. John Kelly, biologist for the preserve, reports that 
they found unusually low numbers of some species of water­
birds, in particular, Common Goldeneyes, Buftleheads, Red­
Throated Loons, and Surf Scoters (the lowest number of these 
scoters in nine years). Is this because of late arrival? a real 
population crash'" temporary changes due to El Nino" ACR par­
ticipates in four annual waterbird counts and we'll keep you 

.osted as to the results of the others. 
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Join us for the 
National Audubon Society's 

1998 Western Regional Conference 
Asilomar, California 

,(~· t.->--~ ~---
Yf'¥ ·~ 
\.,/ April4-7 ',"' 

Adventures in Bird Conservation: 
A Century of Audubon Accomplishments 

Make plan> to juin hundreds of 
other bird lovers, nature enthusiasts 
and envirunmt:mal activists at the 
National Audubon Society's 1998 
Western Regional Conference, 
Aprll4-7 at the Asilomar 
Conference Grounds on the 
beautJful Monterey Peninsula if' 
Pactfic Grove, California. 
Interactive workshops, insp1ring 
speakers, exciting field trips and 
stimulating di"ussions will focus 
on this year's theme. "Adventures in 
Bird Conservation: A Century of 
Audubon Accomplishments." 

Conftnned speakers include 
celebrated wildlife artist and 
conservauonistll.obert Bateman, 
renowned birder, and author of The 
Peterson Guide to Advanced 
Birding. Kenn Kaufman. and 
diMinguished photographer and 
naturalist, A mold Small. and 
biologist and researcher Dee 
Boersma. 

Other scheduled highlights 
include a special retrospective of 
Audubon's accomplishments during 
this century, and a 1 OOth birthday 
party celebrating a century of the 
life and work of Hazel Wolf. 

The conference also offers field 
trips to some of the most beautiful 

l"mJs,·apes and bird-rich habit~!.> in 
North America. Highlights thi< year 
indu<le a pontoon coat ride through 
Elkhorn Slough. the ever-popular 
pelagic Trip. and a special field trip 
featuring Kcnn Kaufman. 

You wdl enjoy a wirle varldy 
of workshops on topics including 
Backyard Habitat Enhancement. 
Birding Trails,lmp01tant Bird 
Areas, Growth Management, 
Habitat ResioratiL>n, and Sparrow 
Identification. We will als'J feature 
workshops which highlight 
Audubon· s conservation effort:. on 
behalf of forests, wetlands. national 
wilrllife refuges, the Endangered 
Species Act and the Salton Sea. 

It "important that you register 
early to reserve a spot on the more 
pDpular field trips. Also. you can 
save money by registering he fore 
January 19, 1998. 

If you have not yet received 
your registration form in the mail or 
from your chapter, or need more 
informationy please contact the 
Audubon-California office at: 
(916) 481-5332 or by email 
lJacob&@audubon.org. 

Audubon-California 
555 Audubon Place 

Sacramento, CA 95825 

AUDUBON EC()LOGY 
CAl\1PS AND \r\'()RKSl lOPS 

The Audubon Ecology Workshop series is offered weekly 
throughout the summer. We offer something for everyone: for 
adults 19 years of age and older, for families, and for youth ages 

10-18. Field stud1es range from geology and marine life, to birds, 
mammals, plants, insects, weather, astronomy and otizen science 
re•e;u-ch skills. 

Camps and Workshops are offered in breathtaking settings: on a 
wild island in Maine, in Minnesota's northwoods, in the shadow of 
Wyoming's Wind River Mountains, among scenic pastures and 
woodlands in Vermont, and in the lush. deciduous woodlands of 
Connecticut. 

Faculty ;u-e nationally renowned educators and specialists in field 
sciences, education, environmenral public policy, ecology, science 
education and the cultural arts. College credit is available. 

ENRICH THE REfT 
OF YOUR LIFE. 

fOR A Fill I 991 (lTAlOf (OJITACT: 
Audubon Ecology Camps & Workshops, 
Phone: 203-81>9-2017 • hx: 201-869-4437 
E-mail: aew@audubon.or~ 
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No-Win at 
Davis Lake 

... and other problems with 
non-native species 

Cliff Richer 
In October, after long and fruitless 

attempts to work out a satisfactory solu­
tion with local citizens, the Department 
ofFish and Game (DFG) mustered 150 of 
its employees -- including armed rangers 
--to clear Lake Davis of Northern Pike. 

The pike, a prized game fish 
through much of its natural range, had 
been introduced by well-meaning, but 
misguided, individuals, and was prosper­
ing in its new home. The DFG feared it 
would escape into the Feather River sys­
tem and pose a threat to the already en­
dangered native salmon through all of 
Northern California. They decided that 
the only practical answer to the problem 
would be to poison the lake and remove 
the pike-- an alternative that had proven 
effective in many other cases. 

One huge problem posed itself. 
Lake Davis is a water supply for the town 
of Portola and a major feed for the 
marshes and aquifer of Sierra Valley. 

While I agree that the Northern Pike 
posed a danger to our fisheries and I have 
confidence that the DFG biologists have 
done their work thoroughly, I find myself 
shuddering over the deliberate poisoning 
of a drinking water supply and I wonder 
how I would feel if I lived in Portola. It 
is hard to imagine that there was no other 
alternative, but it is equally hard to imag­
ine that the DFG did not consider every 
other possibility. I find myself in sympa­
thy with everyone (except the idiots who 
originally planted the Northern Pike and 
the militia wannabes who made death 
threats against the DFG) and in agree­
ment with no one. 

The Lake Davis controversy is so far 
the most extreme example of the contlicts 
involved in the removal of alien species 
from our environment. 

The feral cat problem is another. 
Although I am currently catless, I have 
shared my household with one or more 
felines for most of my life. r have ad­
mired and observed cats and their behav­
ior. I find the current statistics on 
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wildlife kills by cats to be so exaggerated 
as to be ludicrous. (An Australian study 
came up with far more believable statis­
tics than the Wisconsin study so beloved 
by the anti-cat people.) Yet, there is no 
question that they are highly efficient 
predators and can have an adverse effect 
on the environment. I am also opposed to 
the mutilation of animals (neutering) and 
their enforced confinement (house-only 
cats) for the purpose of turning them into 
personal toys. In other words, every­
body's crazy but me on this issue. Its also 
why I no longer have a cat. 

Other non-native animals have their 
own constituencies. Indeed, a federal law 
protects wild horses and feral burros; 
there have been organized protests to the 
elimination of wild goats and sheep; well 
meaning citizens release Belgian hares 
and lab animals into the wild; and hu­
mane societies treat and release red foxes 
and starlings. 

I have enjoyed the magnificent dis­
plays of French broom and yellow star 
thistle in bloom. I initially admired the 
towering and fragrant eucalyptus trees. 
Unfortunately, these are not native to this 
environment. Non-native plants pose 
problems for refuges, parks, and pre­
serves. They move into new environ­
ments quickly, spreading rapidly and 
aggressively, displacing native plants. 
Their hardiness and toughness makes 
them inhospitable to native wildlife and 
sometimes you have to combat it by in­
troducing more aliens -- a process that is 
often fraught with danger. This spring, 
the Mid-Peninsula Open Space District 
grazed 420 goats on the Russian Ridge 
Open Space Preserve. The goats did eat 
the thistle but their effect on native plants 
was severe enough that this method will 
be reserved only for areas of severe infes­
tation. Back east, European beetles and 
weevils have been introduced to control 
the highly invasive purple loosestrife. 
Thanks to thorough and painstaking re­
search this introduction has been highly 
successful and another species of weevil 
was introduced this year to control star 
thistle on the Carrizo Plains. 

I hope they're right, but the history 
of deliberate introduction of nonnative 
species is filled with many disasters and a 
very few successes. 

4 

Endangered Plant 
Found on SFB NWR 

One of the latest • 
listed endangered spe­
cies is the Contra Costa 
goldfields, a member of 
the aster family growing 
in the "bathtub ring" 
surrounding vemal 
pools. This bright yellow wildflower 
grows 4-12" high and was once common 
in the Bay area. It has been extirpated in 
Santa Clara and Mendocino counties but 
can still be found in Alan1eda, Contra 
Costa, Napa and Solano counties. 

One of the areas where it is still 
common and under strict protection is the 
Warm Springs Seasonal Wetlands on the 
San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Ref­
uge. Unfortunately for wildflower fans, 
this particular vema! pool habitat (also 
home to the endangered tadpole shrimp 
and tiger salamander) is so sensitive that 
it has been closed to the public. 

National Audubon 
Convention 
Estes Park Center 

(YMCA of the Rockies) 
Estes, Colorado 

July 6-12 
For more information 

Write to: Audubon Convention 
4150 Darley Ave. 
Boulder, CO 80303 

Phone: 303-499-3622 Fax: 303-499-0286 
e-mail: convention@audubon.org 

Solar Power 
Breakthrough? 
Our compliments to Sacramento's 

Municipal Utility District which is put­
ting its money where its environment is. 
Not only did they close down an obsolete 
and potentially dangerous reactor, but 
they are, to date, the heaviest municipal 
investor in solar power. 

They have invested $22 million un­
der the premise that two solar energy 
companies will manufacture and install 
photo voltaic de' ices in Sacramento . 
These solar arrays are expected to be 
competitive with other power sources. 

Sequoia Audubon Society 
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WINTER 1998 SAS BIRDSEED SALE ORDER FORM 
ALL ORDBRS WITH PA YMBNT MUST BE RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY, FEB. 11TH 

Proceeds support local Audubon conservation and education programs 

Pleue checlt. preferred pkkv.p loc:t.tb\. Pkbp 4-.tu w\\\ be februacy 19-12.. 1998 with ddaila to be advfled tater. os .. Bnuw 0BurllllpJIIe Q&eJMoat 0BaJf Moo. Bay 

Oradtlca OsmMateo 

NBAGS S-COST-S 

AUDUBON WILD BIRD MIX ..................... 20 lb@ $10.00 /bag 
red &. white millet plus black oil sunflower 

REDI\VHJTE MILLET MIX ........ "~-......... 20 \b@ $ 9.50 /bag 

BLACK OIL SUNFLOWER ........................ 25 lb@ $14.00 !bag 

WHITE PROSO MILLET ........................... 25 \b@ $ 9.50 !bag := 
--~ ---

THISTL.E .... -. ........................ ., ......... , ................... , 5 lb @ $ 8 . 50 Jbag 

SUNFLOWER CHIPS.................................. 25 lb@ $27.50 lbag 

SALES TAX IS INCLUDED IN ALL PRICES ABOVE 

ContnDution to Sequoia Audubon Society (tax deductible) 

CHECK# TOTAL 

Please enclose a $ep41tlf-a4dmte4 CD~ to receive your order confirmation and directions to your pickup location. 

Name Mail your check and order to 
Address SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY 

City Zip 30 West 39th Avenue. Suite 202 

Phone (Horne) (Work) Sa.'\ ~.ateo, CA 94403 

Sequoia .1uduhon ,\'ucicly 5 h:hruary, 1 99X 
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Altt 11'' Auuunvl~ 
Wildlife Refuge Campaign 

After years of pressure brought by 
Audubon members around the country. 
the National Wildlife Refuge Improve­
ment Act of 1997 was enacted on October 
9, 1997. National Audubon Society Presi­
dent John Flicker was present when the 
new law was signed. For the first time 
conservation was established as the cen­
tral mission of the National Wildlife Ref­
uge System. 

Although the first refuges were es­
tablished by President Theodore Roose­
velt c;hortly after the turn of the century. 
the vast network of lands never had a 
guiding purpose. The Refuge Improve­
ment Act addresses this need while pro­
viding a number of benefits that will 
assist refuge professionals in their duties. 

Of special interest to Auduboners is 
recognition in the law that ''compatible 
wildlife dependent recreation," including 
wildlife observation, ought to receive pri­
ority consideration over other uses such 
as grazing, jet skiing and oil drilling. 

The new law requires the Secretary 
of the Interior to: manage refuges for bio­
diversity; monitor trends in fish, wildlife 
and plant populations; ensure water qual­
ity and quantity on refuges; and requires 
that comprehensive conservation plans be 
crafted and implemented within fifteen 
years. These plans will provide for exten­
sive public involvement and offer refuge 
professionals an opportunity to educate 
their local communities about the impor­
tant role these unique places play in pro­
tecting America's natural heritage. 

The Wildlife Refuge Improvement 
Act of 1997 was crafted after Audubon 
and other conservation organizations 
stopped bills in the last two Congresses 
that would have designated hannful uses, 
including grazing, aerial bombing, log­
ging, oil and gas exploration, as priority 
purposes of the Refuge System, coequal 
in importance to wildlife conservation. 

The new law was a bi-partisan effort 
crafted by Interior Secretary Bruce 
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Bah bitt. Congressmen Georl!c Miller ( D­
CA) . .l0hn Dingell (D-Ml) :111d Don 
Young (R-AKJ, and rcpre~''ntatiw~ from 
the con sen at ion and sportsman's com· 

munitie~ Its ultimate pass:tge depended 
on support from Senators John Clnfee 
(R-Rl), Boh Ciraham (0-FL) and Dirk 
KemptiHll.m' (R-ID), 

\Vhile the National \Vildlife Rt'fu!!e 
Improvement Act 0f 1997 Js a ,~ompro­
mise, the bmls and other \\·ildlife art' bet­
ter off on \\ildlife refuges is a result of 
this legislation. Auduhoners across the 
country should he proud of the1r effi:Hts 
that led to the enactment of H R 1420 

Ibis Make Big 
Comeback 

In 1983, the Caliti:m1ia Department 
of Fish and Game classified the White­
faced Ibis as a ''Species of Special Con­
cern", noting that it no longer bred any­
where in California. Some experts 
however believed that there was a small 
breeding population in the Los Banos 
Area. This latter belief was contirn1ed ten 
years later and the population was esti­
mated at about 2000 birds. 

From that point the population has 
increased dramatically each year. In 
1996, the population was counted at 4095 
and in the spring of 1997, scientific esti­
mates placed the number at more than 
5000. 

Once a rare and valued sighting, the 
White-faced Ibis is now commonly seen 
on both the public and private wetlands of 
the Los Banos Area- most notably, the 
Los Banos Wildlife Area and Santa Fe 
Grade Road. 

TI1is recovery 
is due largely to a 
side effect of the 
private duck clubs 
in the area. Some 
years ago, these 
duck clubs and 
some local farmers constituted them­
selves as a separate water district. During 
the drought, while the public refuges 
pumped groundwater and begged for wa­
ter allocations from the federal Bureau of 
Reclamation, the Grasslands Water Dis­
trict continued to receive its allocations. 
With an adequate, guaranteed water sup­
ply, this district became the principal 
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breedin!-' !,':round fi:1r most oftlw Central 
\'aiiC\·'s :;pecit'', 

~-o lonuer "ju:;t" a loose confedera-
tun tJf duc<cluh.s or an agricultural water. 
tllstncl the (If<i'Siands ha\e becomt: a 
nlmpktc consn\ation unit with lHnlo-
.:jsts, an t'ducalion center and a full-tm1e 
management ,t;tff to o\er:;ee its operation 
as a he:Jithy partner in the preservation of 
the ell\·ironment 

(We will he \isiting the Los Banu~ 
refuge~ on a Fchruary 21 field trip.) 

Half Moon Bay 
Pelagic Trips 

For the tiL.;t time. Debbie Shearwa­
rer ha:, schedukd a ,;eries of pelagic trips 
lrom Half Moon Bay. The trips are long­
distance cruise~ aboard the 60 f()ot Wild 
Wavc, skippered by Tom Zizzo. The 10 
w 12 hour trips will journey out to the 
edge of the ,~ontinental shelf, to the PIO­
neer underwater canyon and possibly to 
Pioneer Seamount. The trips, departing 
September 19, Uctober 17 and November 
8 will be limited to 25 passengers and 
leaders. Cost wi II be $95 for each trip. 

To secure a reservation, please send 
a check to Debbie Shearwater, PO Box 
190, Hollister, CA 95024; telephone: 
408/637-8527. Jnclude the full name, ad-
dress, and telephone number for each per-
son registering for the trip. This trip 
cannot accommodate anyone under 18 
years of age, or pregnant women. 

The Pioneer Canyon and Pioneer 
Seamount are potentially excellent desti­
nations for the seabirder and the targeted 
species are the rarest seabirds along the 
Northern California's otlshore waters. 
These include the possibility of a Laysan 
Albatross,' a Red-billed or Red-tailed 
Tropicbird, Craveri's and Xantu's Mur­
relets as well as the usual assortment of 
pelagic birds and mammals. 

Congratulations are also due to Deb­
bie and to SAS\; own Al DeMartini who 
exchanged vows in a civil ceremony in 
Hollister this past faiL Good luck to two 
great birders and two of the world's better 
peopter 

• 

• • • • • • • • • 
Society is always taken by surprise 

at any new example of common sense. • 

---R.W. Emerson 

Sequoia Audubon Socie(v 
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• 
Spring Birding 
Classes - San 

Francisco 
Evening bird cla:>ses taught by Joe 

Morlan wi II be starti:1g February 17, 18, 
and 19, 1998. All classes meet 7-9:15 
PM, in room 222, Marina Middle School, 
3500 Fillmore at Bay St. Free parking is 
in the school lot off Bay St. on the cast 
side of the building. The instructor is co­
author of Hints o(San Frwli'iS('() and the 
Hay Area and Hin/s ofNorthem ( 'alifiw­
llia. He is also coordinator of the recorded 
Northem California Birdbox sponsored 
by Golden Gate Audubon Society. Slides 
illustrate all lectures, and the text for all 
classes is A Field ( ;uidl! to rhe Hints o{ 
North America. second edition, by the 
National Geographic Society. 

• 
Field Ornithology I meets on Tues­

days. It is an introduction to birds and 
birding, combining basic field skills 
with the study of bird ecology, biol­
ogy, evolution and behavior. Part A 
(EA101) starts February 17 and ends 
March 31. Part B (EAIOS) starts April 
14 and ends May 26. 
Field Ornithology II meets on 

Wednesdays. It is a continuing in­
depth study of the identification and 
status of North American land birds, 
including sparrows, blackbirds and 
tanagers. Part A (EA 110) starts Feb­
ruary I8 and ends Apri I I; Part B 
(EA 1 15) starts Apri I 15 and ends May 
27. 
Field Ornithology III meets on 
Thursdays. It is a continuing study of 
North American birds including 
hawks, falcons, grouse, and quail. Part 
A (EA120) starts February 19 and 
ends April 2, Part B (EA125) starts 
Apri I 16 and ends Ma; 28 

The Instructor may arrange optional 
field trips on weekends. Please bring bin­
\lculars and field guides tn class if you 
haw them. Fees are S90 ti•r each seven­
\\ ~c•ek course. Pre-registrat1nn is strongly 
ad1hed For enrollment and information 
call (415) 561-1860. 

•w:ed -~t pl:.~t wi:)Se ~rtue: hav: not~yet 
been discovered. R.W. Emerson 

Sequoia Audubon Socie(r 

Forest Appropria­
tions Initiative 

A coalition of over forty organiza­
tions headed by the Westem Ancient For­
ests ( 'ampaign has developed a grassroots 
Forest Initiative to outline a series of 
steps that will help protect forest ecosys­
tems and restore accountability to the US. 
Forest Service. 

"We urge Congress to take the tot­
lowing steps to restore the accountability, 
of the Forest Service and protect the in­
terests of both taxpayers and our natural 
environment: 

1. Prohibit new roadbuilding in 
the National Forests hy ending any ap­
propriation for new roads and hy pro­
hibiting the usc of purchaser road 
credits to build new roads. 

2. Prohibit logging and road­
huilding on unstable and potentially 
unstahlc national forest land. Recent 
landslides have demonstrated the "hidden 
costs" to public safety and the environ­
ment of logging on steep, W1Stable slopes, 

3. Restore accountability by re­
forming or abolishing off-budget funds. 
There is a growing consensus that the 
various off-budget funds -- the Knutson­
Vandenberg (KV), Brush Disposal and 
Salvage Funds-- must be either reformed 
or abolished. The Administration has 
also proposed the creation of a new fund 
for ecosystem restoration called the For­
est Ecosystem Restoration and Mainte­
nance Fund (FERM). While we support 
the intent of the fund it would only per­
petuate the incentive to log that plague 
the other funds. Instead we urge Con­
gress make specific appropriations for 
restoration rather than creating another 
off-budget fund. 

4. End money-losing timher sales. 
The annual report of the White House 
Council of Economic Advisors shows that 
the Forest Sen ice spent S234 million 
nwre than it collected in timber receipts 
in l <)()'i A< C\lrding to the Government 
11.\ <ounting Ottice !(lAO) the timber sale 
pru~·.! am l\l~t nearly S I hi Ilion from 
]l)<J:'-1 <)<).j. f-\Jr the sake of both the envi­
ron Ill en! and the taxpayer it is time to end 
subsHlized logging on the National 
Forests. 
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Thank You! 
Thank You! Thank You! 

We want to thank all of you who 
responded so generously to our year-end 
solicitation letter. As of January 6, we 
had received $3547, $940 of which was 
dedicated to special uses (Bair Island, 
Audubon Adventures, office improve­
ments and our web page). 

Thus far, we have received dona­
tions from: 

Robert Ahrens Ingrid Akerblom 
Dr Barrett Anderson William Anderson 

Paul And Joan Armer Leona Bartell 
Julia Bott 

Paul Carroll & Lisa Carnochan 
Manuel Castro Virginia Clifford 

Tom & Sophie Collins Willa Dallas 
Helen Davis Mary Jane Dean 

Mrs Harry Devine Edwin Duerr 
Robert & Luann Dunlop 

Gary Ferguson Lysia Forno, Md 
Michael Fourkas Debra Frantz 

Lester Friedman Alethea Greenlee 
Howard Gurevitz, Md ~ Frank Hannig 

Garth Harwood Margaret Hauter 
Gloria Galen Heller Kenneth R. Himes 

Delphine Ipsen Ann Jeffries 
Robert Jones Donna Karbach 

Aldora Lee James Little 
Iona Luke C. M, Macintosh 

Alan Miller Carol Miller 
Brian Moriarty & Laurel Robertson 

Perrina Muffley 
Saburo & Masako Nagumo 

Gwendolyn Nakagama Leslie Odone 
John & Nena Padley 

Agnes Perry Pete Popin 
Sally & Louis Roth 

Sonia Sandstrom 
Louise Bartlett Schultz Rita Thomen 

John Tyler Margaret Utterback 
Norma Lou Vite Diane Vomoli 
Robert Wilkinson Perry Wilson 
Carol Yuehn Malinda Zeilinger 

We want to single out the following 
for a very special thanb: 

Gaq· Dcghi Jean Durick 
Leslie Flint Betty Hensill 

Ruth 1\1. Johnston 
1\lrs .. La Vaughn Me Clellan 

Fred Me Elhany George Oetzel 
Donna Petersen 

Dean Schuler & Rich Kuehn 
Tom & Marion Vanden Bosch 

F ehruary, /998 



Gifts and Bequests 
Lex Fletcher in memory of Louise Fletcher 

Anne Moser , 
Francis Toldi, .Tean Halford and Sue Cossins (again!) for AUDUBON ADVENTURES 

Sec Page Seven for a complete list of those who rcsJlOndcd generous!~- to our December appeal. 

Sequoia NEEDLES is published tmmthly except in January, July and August. i\lemhers are etll:otmtged to submit material to he published in the NEEDLE'>. The deadline 
l(,r the submission of materials is the first day ofthe month preceding publication. These may be original artidcs, original atiw ork or cartoons. or uncopyrighkd material 
form other sources. Items dealing with conservation issues must be submitted to the Conservation Commit1ee prior to publication. 
lnf(Jrmation for all otliccrs and chairpersons should be mailed to 30 \Vest 19th .\ve., Suite 202, San 1\lako, C.\ 9440.1-456 I Please scml RE:'IEWAL MEl\JBERSlJJPS 
directly to National Audubon in the envelope accompanying your renewal notice. 
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We Invite your membership in the National 
Audubon Society & SAS. To _join, please complete 
and mail this form with payment to SAS, 30 West 

39th Ave., #202, San Mateo, CA 9~-103 
0 National Audubon Society Membership 

New $20 ( 1 Year) Student/Seniors $15 
Members receive .ludubon Maga1inc & .V!:'h'f)U~'S. 
Make checks payable to National Audubon Society. 
0 Net·dles subscription onlv $15 for 9 issues 
0 Donation: SAS appreciates your tax-dcdm:tlble 
donation which hdps fund the chapter's education, 
consenalion and ongoing activities. 

For membership renewal information call 
National Audubon Society at (800) 274-4201 

Name. __________________________ _ 

Address. ____________ _ 

City ________ State __ Zip_ 

Telephone Number ______________ _ 
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