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This Month's Program 

~eblrd Recovery Program 

Don Yoder, this month's speaker, is a native of 
Illinois where his first contact with Bluebirds, and bird 
watching in general, 
started. A 50 year resident 
of California, he is retired 
and resides in Walnut 
Creek where he maintains 
his own nest box trail of 
100+ boxes. 

He is the originator-
Program Director of the 
California Bluebird Recov­
ery Program He is a mem-
ber of the Mt. Diablo 

I-iilO 

Alomodadele Pulgoo 

Hwy. 101 

Hwy. 
92 

Audubon Society and the North American Bluebird 

~~~y/Coast Cleanup Day 
The SAS conservation committee is once again team­
ing up with the city of South San Francisco to clean up 
the Bay. The date is Saturday, September 21. Meet­
ing time is 8:30a.m. Bring the whole family for a 
morning by the Bay. Gloves and bags are provided, as 
are Jots of goodies (edible and otherwise). Take the 
Grand Ave. exit off 101 to Haskins Way and follow 
the signs. There is parking available. For more infor­
mation call Cheryl Wade at 877-8540, City of South 
San Francisco. 

Now Pinch-Hitting For .... 
In an unusual move, retiring President Julia 

Mandeville asked the June General Meeting to ap­
prove a change in our Board makeup. Normally, the 
retiring President remains on the Board of Directors 
as Past President. Because Julia was moving to San 
Francisco, she asked the General Meeting to approve 
the continuation of Anne Moser on the Board as Past 
President. The request was approved without opposi­
tion and we are happy to announce that Anne Moser 
will continue on the Board. 
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From The President 
Francis Toldi 

I have been a member of the Audubon Society for 
19 years, over 30 if you count my family membership 
when I was growing up. In past years I always enjoyed 

receiving Audubon Magazine and the local newsletters from the Audubon 
group within the region I was living, but I was never very active in chap­
ter affairs. 

About five years ago I was very frustrated by some actions taken by 
National Audubon's leadership. I wrote a letter to the Needles express­
ing my frustration and saying we should all be asking exactly what our 
affiliation with National Audubon did for our organization. My letter ran 
in the Needles--, and- not surprisingly- drew a spirited opposition from 
the Sequoia Audubon Board. An article appeared in the next Needles that 
took issue with my concerns and extolled the many virtues of National. 
(Your editor had nothing to do with the reply and admits to having sneak­
ily solicited the original letter.) 

Imagine my surprise when within a few weeks the author of there­
ply invited me to attend a Sequoia Audubon planning retreat. He said the 
retreat was to help Sequoia identify its priorities and chart its course for 
the next few years. He said the organization would benefit from the ex­
pression and careful exploration of all views. I attended the retreat, meet­
ing for the first time a number of people that have become close 
colleagues and good friends in the years since 

One very experienced board member said something that has stuck 
with me in the years since. "If you want this organization to be some­
thing, then you have to make it happen." 

If Sequoia is to be anything other than the coincidental residence of 
some contributors to National Audubon then you have to prove to the 
world Sequoia's independent viability. In the years since I have put in 
many hours for Sequoia leading field trips, participating on the Board of 
Directors, working on the Breeding Bird Atlas, Christmas Bird Counts, 
the Birding the San Francisco Peninsula book revision, and writing the 
occasional allegedly entertaining piece for the Needles. 

My experience with Sequoia has taught me an important lesson 
about Sequoia Audubon, and about life itself. This organization is made 
up of a small group of dedicated activists surrounded by a larger commu­
nity of often silent but faithful supporters. We are all the organization; 
we all have a role to play. There is not one Sequoia identity, one project. 
To some Sequoia is the publisher of Needles, to others a provider of field 
trips. Some are drawn by our strong commitment to conservation. Oth­
ers just want bird seed or information on local birds. We are all correct; 
Sequoia is all of those things. 

(Continued on Page Two) 
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~~ The 5 A 5 Calendar 

~ THlJRSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5- BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS MEETING at the Sequoia Audubon Office 
at 7:30PM. All members are welcome. Please call ahead to be 
sure to confirm time and space. 

THUR'IDA Y, SEPTEMBER 12- GENERAL MEETING at 
the San Mateo Garden Center on the Alameda at Parkside. An 
informal get-together begins at 7:30 with the General Meeting 
and Program at 8 PM. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 PHIPPS RANCH FIELD 
TRIP- The Phipps Ranch is best known for its outstanding pro­
duce stand but in recent years ha.'l become renowned as a year­
rowld birding hot spot. At various times this ranch has yielded 
an astounding varieties of unusual and rare wintering birds. 
We'll meet at the Phipps Farm Stand at 9 AM. To get there take 
Hwy. l to Pescadero Rd. Follow Pescadero Rd. through town 
until you come to the farm stand. Park away from the buildings 
so as to leave the nearest spaces for customers. 

LEADER DAN KELLER 726-3306 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 -POINT REYES FIELD 
TRIP. A search through the "warbler traps" of Point Reyes can 
yield almost anything at this time of year. We'll be looking for 
inland and eastern vagrants but can expect migrants and some 
early arriving winter residents as well. Sturdy shoes are recom­
mended. Clothing should be layered since the weather on Pt. 
Reyes is extremely changeable. Fall is normally the most pleas­
ant time of year on Point Reyes but remember that it has the 
coolest average summer temperature in the continental US. We 
will meet at the new Point Reyes National Seashore Headquar­
ters building at 9:00 AM. The trip will take place rain or shine. 
Bring lunch. The trip normally lasts until 2 PM but if the birds 
are cooperative and their is interest we may continue on to Ab­
bott's Lagoon. 

LEADER; JUDI SPITLER 355-93(,2 

SATURDAY, SEPT 21- COASTAL CLEANUP DAY- See 
Page One for details on our Bayside Cleanup. There will also 
be cleanups all along the coast sponsored by other groups. 

SlJNDA Y, SEPTEMBER 29- PELAGIC BIRDS FROM 
SHORE- At Pigeon Point the deep-water channel comes closer 
to shore than at any other point on the Pacific Coast. In addition 
to the expected shearwaters (at least two species), marbled mur­
relets and rhinoceros auk lets, rarities are possible from this spot. 
Meet outside the gate to the lighthouse premises at 9 AM. To 
get there take Hwy 1 south and take a right at the first light­
house south (approximately 22 miles) of Half Moon Bay. Be­
cause of work conflicts, Barry Sauppe has passed the leadership 
of this trip on to the young and very able Bert McKee. Barry 
may co-lead for the first hour or two if he can arrange it. 

LEADER BERT McKEE M79-0977 

SlJNDA Y, SEPTEMBER 29- THE FLORA AND FAUNA 
OF SAN BRUNO MOUNTAIN- Co-spo11sorcd hy IJw 
Friends o/San Hmno Mo11ntuin, a 1/C\l' gmllf!f!l'illlarilv intcr­
nti'd in lwhitat restoration. San Bruno Mountain stands in 

Sept('/11/J('r, JfJtJ6 

isolation, looking a bit out of place alongside the skyscrapers of 
San Francisco. Yet it is home to a wealth of wildlife, hidden in 
pockets of woodland and in sheltered canyons. We will be ex­
ploring its unique flora and fauna during this half-day trip. We. 
will meet at the San Bruno Mountain Park ranger station at 9:0 
AM. To reach the ranger station: From northbound U.S. I 0 l, 
take the Bayshore Blvd./Brisbane exit, and go north on Bay-
shore Blvd. about 1 Y2 miles to Guadalupe Canyon Parkway. 
Turn left on Guadalupe Canyon Parkway and follow the road 
about two miles to the station. 

LEADER AL SEUBERT 5XX-91125 

From The President 
(Continued from Page One) 

Ironically, National has made great improvements from those 
earlier trying years. National recently articulated new priorities 
and organization and has a new energetic president, brimming 
with ideas and respect for local chapters. Many, perhaps most, 
of my concerns seem to have been met. It is an optimistic time, 
however challenging. 

Whoever you are reading this, we value and need your involve­
ment. There is still much to he done and we arc chronically 
short of help. Come see how interesting our programs are at 
general meetings, what a nice bunch of people are there every 
month' Come on a field trip. Come help with a project, join a 
committee, help at the office. Come express your opinion. 
Write me a letter, give me a call. Agree, or disagree with what 
you read in the Needle.\', what I'm saving here. Come help us • 
make this organization into something special. We are already 
well on the way, but need your help to make it better. 

Quail Return to Coyote Hills 
Over the years Coyote Hill Regional Park's resident population 
of California Quail has been eradicated by the introduction of 
non-native wildlife- feral cats, do)!s and particularly red foxes. 

When the nearby National Wildlife Refuge's fox elimination 
program began to show results, four pairs of California Quai I 
were re-introduced to the park. These birds nested successfully 
and Naturalist Ranger Dave Riensche believes that by the year 
2000, the park's quail population could be back to pre-fox 
levels. 

All of the work is perhmned by volunteers and without public 
funds. If you wish to help you can "Adopt a Quail" through the 
Re)!ional Parks Foundation in Oakland. Call 510-635-0138 for 
more information. 

The bombardier beetle emits a burnin)!, explosive chemical jet 
capable of kill in)! small predators and irritating lar)!e ones. The 
substance is stored in the beetle's body as two harm-
less substances. The beetle avoids burning itself or \ , , ) 

blowing itself apart b. y mixing the chemicals in very *·. • 
tiny quantities, but is ellective because it does it · ' 
very rapidly- 500 times each second. 
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1908-1996 
On July 28, 1996, Roger Tory Peter­
son succumbed to the last of a series 
of strokes. Although his health had 
been failing for a number of years, 
his death came as a shock to all of us 
in the birding communi!). 
Roger is rightfully called the father 
of modern birding. Birding today 
owes its popularity to two inventions 
-the center focus binocular and the 
field guide. Roger had nothing to do 
with the first and everything to do 
with the latter. Prior to the publica­
tion of his first guide in 1934, bird­
watchers had to depend on 
cumbersome non-portable reference 
works. 
That first field guide was rejected of­
ficially by four publishers before be­
ing accepted by Houghton Miffiin, a 
small Boston publisher of school 
books. The concept had, in fact, 
been rejected by at least a dozen pub­
lishers. The four were those to 
which the book was actually submit­
ted. Even then Houghton Miffiin 
"hedged" its bets. Its first printing 
was only 2000 copies and Roger got 
no royalty on the first I 000 sold. 
They refused to gamble on color 
plates, so all the illustrations were 
black and white and they were all 
grouped together in the center of the 
book so that they could usc cheaper 
paper for the text. 
It was a nmaway best -seller by those 
depression-era standards and some­
one -Roger, the publisher or their 
lawyers- came up with the idea of 

Tentative Field Trip Schedule 1996-1997 
Qn Date Name Leader 

Saturday 9114/96 Ph1pps Ranch Dan Keller 
Thursday 9119196 Potnt Reyes Jud1 Spitler 
Saturday 9/21/96 Bay Clean-Up (SSF) Cheryl Wade 
Sundaz: 9/29/96 PelaQic Birds from Shore ~Pi~jeon Potnt2 Bert McKee 
Saturday 10/6/96 San Pedro Valley County Park Cliff RICher 
Wednesday 10/9196 Hayward Regional Shoreline Nick Coiro 
Saturday 10112/96 Hawk Hill at GGNRA Leslie Flint 

Sundaz: 10/13/96 Burlei9h-Murra~ State Park Carol Miller 
Wednesday 11/6196 Coyote Point Nick Coiro 
Saturda~ 11116/96 SharE Par1\ - Shore and Golf Course Jud~ Sf2iller 
Wednesday 12/4/96 Redwood Shores Nick Coiro 
Sunday 12/12/96 Princeton Harbor Dan Keller 
Saturday 12121/96 Crystal Springs Chnstmas Count Dan Keller 
Saturdat 12/28/96 Ano Nuevo Christmas Count Dan Keller 
Wednesday 118197 Foster City Nicll Cotro 
SundaJ: 1/26/97 Altamont Pass NICk CoirO!Linda Davies 

Sunday 212!97 Woodbridge Road. Thornton Chff R1cher 
Saturday 2/8/97 Foster City Nick Cotro 
Saturday 2!8/97 Children's Fteld Trip TBA 
Saturday 2116/97 Beg;nners' Trip - Palo Alto Bay/ands Francis Toldi 
Saturday 2/15197 Tule Lake and Klamath Lake Refuges for 
Sunday 2116/97 Eagles of the Klamath Basin* Cliff Richer 
Monday 2117/97 over Presidents' Day Weekend 

Salurdai: 2/22/97 Filoli Donna Petersen 
Saturday 3/8/97 Natural History of Pescadero Marsh John & Nina Padley 
Saturd8J: 3/15/97 Sa~er CamE Trail Werner Schmann 
Sunday 4113/97 Mines Road Cliff Richer 
Thursday 4124/97 San Pedro Valley County Par1\ Judi Spitler 
Saturdai: 4127/97 San Bruno Mountain AI Seubert 
Saturday 513/97 Children's Field Trip TBA 
Sunday 5/4/97 Jasper Ridge• TBA 
Sunday 5/10/97 Williams Ststers' Ranch* Francis Toldi 
Fnday 5/23/97 Lee Vining for 
Saturday 5/24197 Birds of Mono Basin Cliff Richer 
Sunday 5/25/97 and Tioga Pass• 
Monday 5/26197 over Memorial Day Weekend 

• Indicates that reservations are needed. 

Trips outlined by a dark border are multi-day trips Meeting places 
and itrnerarles are highly dependent on weather and the leader must have 

the names of the participants in order to keep them advised of any changes . ..._ ____ _ 
All trips are open and suitable tor begmners unless specifically marked 
Trips designated as Beginner's Trips also include advice on btnoculars 

and telescopes and a shot1 open-ended discussion on birding and the environment 

While this schedule will be adhered to whenever possible, readers 
should recognize that it is subject to change. 

Trips may be added, cancelled or dates may be changed. 
All changes will be announced in the Needles as far in advance as poss_ib_le.._ 

patenting the "field mark system" and to this day the Peterson 
series of guides arc the only ones where you will find little ar­
rows pointing to the distinguishing characteristics of the bird, 
plant or creature illustrated. Today, the Peterson Field Guide se­
ries, most written by others than Peterson, outsells the rest of the 
Houghton Miffiin line combined. 

publication of the National Geographic guide. Indeed, I had 
never even seen another field guide until I moved from Massa­
chusetts to California in 1980. 
I saw him only once, too briefly to call it a meeting, at a book­
signing at the Nature Company in San Francisco. The place was 
a madhouse, with a long line waiting to have their guides signed 
by him. Some people in the line were carrying several guides of 
varying vintage. He was aristocratic, regal, harried and tired. That first field guide was inadequate by present standards and 

contained many mistakes Thus the first limited printing proved 
to be a godsend. Roger accepted comments from other birders 

He was trying valiantly to be accommodating as a number of 
people in the line tried to engage him in conversation. I decided 

• 

and improved the guide with each new edition and printing. His 
expcrti~e was still concentrated in the northeast and his field 
guide continued to be the "bible" fo~ that region until the 

not to wait. I will regret it forever: 
Good-by Roger. .. and good birding. ----( 'liffR.icher 
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Eileen Jennis-Sauppe 
It is easy to be upset about the frequent 

cases of habitat dcstmction and abuse re­
ported in the news or witnessed in our 
daily lives. Sometimes it docs a world of 
good to go out into the open spaces of San 
Mateo county and help put the pieces 
back together. Here is an overview of 
some restoration activities right here in 
our own beautiful backyard. All of these 
projects require work that could be dam­
aging to hands and nails so don'tfiJrgetto 
hring vour work gloves. 

QlJARRY PARK: Second Sundav 
of the month, 9:30a.m. Corner of Sant;l 
Maria Avenue and Columbus Street in El 
Granada. This is a new .J.O acre park in 
progress. Help maintain the lower park 
area or join in efforts to restore the creek 
and add riparian vegetation. Long term 
goals include ridding the park of exotics. 
and taking struggling native plants from 
the understory of the Eucalyptus groves 
and transplanting them to where thcv will 
have a better chance. A field trip is being 
planned this month for teachers and edu­

cators. The Committee for Midcoast 
Community Parks hopes to generate inter­
est in an outdoor education program be­
ginning in the Spring. For more 
information and details of the field trip 
call Susan Aycrs-Matonis at 726-5190, or 
Barbara Vandcrwcrfat 726-3123. 

McNEE RANCH STATE PARK: 
Third Sunday of the month. HUO a.m. 
Meet at the access gate just north of the 
Chart House on the cast side of Highway 
between Pacifica and Moss Beach. Pa;k 
in the beach parking lot on the west side. 
or in the pull-out in front of the bright 
yellow entrance gate to the park on the 
cast side of the highway. Help rid Mon­
tara Mountain of exotics and experience 
great ocean views. This area is rich in 
unique. indigenous coastal mountain 
plant communities. For more information 
call Chuck Ko;:ak at 72X-X239. 

PACIFICA STATE BEACH: The 
fomth Sunday of the month. lJ:OO a.m 
Meet at the Pacifica Conununitv Center 
parking lot on the corner of Higlmay I 
and Crespi Dri\ c. Join Pacifica's EI;vi­
ronmcntal Family as the~ remove iccplant 
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and make room for native plants on the 
dunes and in the wetland area at the north 
end of the beach. For more information 
call Shirley Suhrcr at 359-0X92. 

SAN PEDRO VALLEY PARK: 
The SPY Volunteers get together on the 
second and third Saturdays of C\ en 
month for trails work and habitat ;cstora­
tion. The $3 parking fcc is waived for 
volunteers. The second Saturdav is de­
voted primarily to trail maintcn;mcc. but 
there arc almtys a few people working on 
habitat restoration. This group meets at X 
a.m. at the Visitor's Center at (JOO Odd­
stad Boulevard in Pacifica .. The third 
Saturday is devoted to habitat restoration 
and the volunteers meet at 9 a.m. at the 
Visitor's Center. Call 355-5-1-5-1- to indi­
cate your interest. This is an answering 
machine and it mav take a fc\v davs for 
one oft he voluntc~rs to get back t~ you. 
so be patient. The Volunteers also it:n c 
an independent work program under 
'' hich a person can work on their own 
pre-approved pet project on their own 
time schedule. The San Pedro Vallcv 
Park Volunteers arc working with P;;ci­
fica's Environmental Family to establish 
native plant gardens at the park and at the 
Sanche;: Adobe. Work on these projects 
is expected to be start this fall. 

SAN BRUNO MOUNTAIN: Fourth 
Sunday of the month. 9:00a.m. Meet at 
the main entrance to the park off Gua­
dalupe Canyon Parkway. The $3.00 fcc 
for parking is waived for weeding parties. 
Join Friends of San Bruno Mountain's 
volunteer weeding team. Light weeding 
is done ncar the main entrance. No ex­
perience is nccc5sary and children arc 
welcome as long as they can follow safctv 
instructions. Tools arc provided. or bring 
your own favorites. Sturdy shoes. lavcrcd 
clothing. a sun haL liquid~ and snacks arc 
recommended. On Saturday. October 2(J. 
there is a tentative plan for ground­
breaking and a first symbolic planting of 
the Native Plant Botanical Garden. This 
is planned to be a full-fledged community 
event complete with dignitaries and an . 
appropriate dedication ceremony for the 
garden. All the plants and sccd.s arc 
ready and everyone who attends will have 
a chance to plant something. For more 
information on the' oluntccr crc\\s and 
details of this symbolic planting da~ call 
Kathy or Louis Manus at 5X.J.-7320. 

EDGEWOOD PARK: Various dates 
and times during the \\CCk and on \\Cck-
cnds. This is a coordinated effort im oh-
ing the Friends of Edgc\\ood Park. The 
Volunteer Hor~c Patrol. and Matt Lcdd\ 's • 
horticulture cla~s at the College of San. 
Mateo. They arc working to restore a 
hillside that has been scarred and eroded 
by off-road vehicles and dirt bikes. The 
horticulture students arc sowing seeds 
gathered by volunteers and replanting na-
tive purple needle grass and slender nee-
dle grass. These arc the delicate peren-
nial bunch grasses that arc now in sum-
mer hibernation. It is crucial that the 
restoration areas not be disturbed during 
this period because the growing cycle of 
these plants can be broken. So spread the 
word- Don't walk off the trails! Two 
weed abatement groups go out to eradi-
cate exotic plants. mostly the rampant star 
thistle. For the dates and times of these 
weeding group~ call Ellie Hess at 3(JX-
X993 or Ken Himes at 591-X5W. There 
arc several acres or eroded park land that 
\\ill need to be restored once the current 
bunch grass program has been completed. 
For more infonnation on this call Su-
/.annc Sommers at 325-2519. or Chris Ro­
mano at 3CJ I-X235. They would also 
appreciate ongoing bird suncy data bv • 
SAS members who arc willing to cm~c to 
the park on a regular basis. The County 
is re-working its plan for the Preserve ,;nd 
updated bird lists arc important 

SIERRA CLUB meets on weekend 
mornings. at various dates and locations. 
This summ.cr they began a cleanup of sev­
eral creeks in and around the city of San 
Mateo. starting with Laurclwood Park 
Creek. The program is funded by a grant 
for the restoration of urban creeks, and 
this will be a continuing effort throughout 
the year. SAS members who can help 
idcnti~y the birds of the riparian habitats 
being restored arc especially appreciated. 
For future dates. times and locations call 
Maurianna Webster at 359-1573. 

SAN FRANCISQlJITO CREEK: 
Various locations and times. sponsored bv 
Bay Area Action. They arc sponsoring . 
work days on San Francisquito Creek. 
bordering San Mateo and Santa Clara 
Counties. For specific times and locations 
along the creek call the Bay Area Action 
office at 321-19lJ.J.. . 
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FALL 1996 SAS BIRDSEED SALE --- ORDER FORM 
ALL ORDERS WITH PAYMENT MUST RH RECEIVED RY WHONHSOA Y OCTOBER 9TH 

Proceeds support local Audubon conservation and education programs 

Please chec:k preferred pitkup location. Plrkup dat~ ~m be October 17~10, 1996 with detailll to be advised later. 

[]San Bruno O&rlin~ame []Belmont 0Half Moon Ba_y 

Osan Mateo 0Atberton 

--------------------· ...... -.. _. ... _,_,, 

# BAGS $-COST-S 

AUDUBON WILD BIRD MIX..................... 20 lb@ $ 9. 00 !bag 
red & white millet plus black oil t;;untlower 

RED/WHITE MILLET MIX....................... 20 lb@ $ 8. 25 /bag 

RLACK OIL SlJNI'l.OWER .•...•.................. 25 lb@ $13.00 !bag 

WHITE PROSO M IU ..• :T ........................... 25 lb@ $ 9.00 /bag 

TJIISTLF: ...................................................... 5 lb@ $12.00 !bag 

SllNFLOWER CHIPS .................................. 25 lb@ $24.00 /bag 

SALF.S 'fAX IS INCLUDED IN ALL PRJCF.S ABOVE 

-·---·-·-·~----

Contribution to Sequoia Audubon Society (tax deductible) 

ClfF:CK # TOTAL 

Please enclose a f!!l,mped ~~elf-addressed en,·elope to reccavc your order confirmation and directions to your pickup location 

Name ______ . __ ______ __ Mail your check and order to 

Address ·------~·--~- SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY 

City ____ Zip ----~-----.. - JO West 39th Avenue, Suite 202 

Phone (Home) (Work)~ .. ------· San Mateo, CA 94403 
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Birder Found by 
Gray Jays 

wife, Leigh. 

Frands Toldi 
Even when I'm not 

really on a birding trip I 
can't help but keep an 
eye open for birds. For­
tunately those with 
whom I travel arc indul­
gent of this habit, most 
particularly my dear 

We celebrate our anniversary every 
year by spending three days in the Men­
docino area. Its a time to relax, to take 
pleasant walks in beautiful redwood for­
ests. to do a little shopping, to look at art­
work, to sleep late in a charming bed and 
breakfast, to cat in superb restaurants, to 
enjoy the sea and each other. It is also a 
time to hope for a glimpse of a Gray Jay. 

Gray Jays are quite common in their 
primary range. I have enjoyed their an­
tics while camping in Oregon, Washing­
ton, the Rockier and Canada. Here in 
California they are at the very edge of 
their range in the Warner Mountains of 
northeastern California and in Coastal 
forests of Mendocino County. I have 
looked for these birds in all the proper 
places in California, but never with any 
success. 1 saw one once about ten miles 
north of the California/Oregon border. but 
this ain't horseshoes. I have also carefully 
searched for them in their reported 
strongholds in Mendocino County on 
various occasions, not the least of which 
arc on our ten previous anniversary trips 
there. Thankfully. Leigh never objected 
to wandering around and around in the 
Van Dammc and Russian Gulch State 
Park campgrounds, to getting up early or 
staying out late to try and time our arrival 
in the preferred Gray Jay areas. 

This year we checked in to our fa­
vorite bed and breakfast, the Victorian 
Farmhouse in Little River. The pro­
prietress warned us that the Jays were 
particularly pesky this year. Well, you 
know how those Steller's Jays can be. we 
thought. We carried in our bags. and sat 
down for a short rest. "Tap tap!" went a 
little bird on the window. A cute little 
gray and white face was peering in the 
windmv. "M:- goodness!" I said, "what in 
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the world is wrong with that jay'' Is it an 
albino or somcthing'1 Wait a minute - it's. 
it's ... a Gray Jayl' Throughout the nc.-..:t 
three days we enjoyed watching the antics 
of this family group of l adults and 2 
fledglings still being fed by the adults. 

What a cosmic joke! Fifteen years 
of looking. eleven years of anniversary 
trips. careful searches of appropriate habi­
tat! There arc important life lessons here. 
only I can't figure out exactly what they 
arc. I guess I'll think of it as "if you really 
\vant to sec a particular bird. just wait for 
it to tap on your bedroom window." 

Florida Eats Field 
Guides 
Cliff Richer 

Like Francis, I sometimes ('!) (al­
ways) combine birding with pleasure and 
business trips. This summer I went to 
visit my youngest daughter. a biologist 
with the Corps of Engineers in Florida. 
The occa-
sion was 
to com­
memorate 
the birth 
of her 
new son. 
my first 
grdnd-
child, and incidentally to celebrate her 
promotion. (The US government has now 
officially designated her as a scientist -
not merely a biologist.) 

This was my fifth visit in twenty 
years to our southernmost state. During 
that time I had lost five field guides - two 
Pctcrsons, one Golden and two National 
Geographies- all in Florida! On my last 
visit I had purchased a replacement guide 
at the Visitor's Center at Loxahatchee Na­
tional Wildlife Refuge and I was deter­
mined to hold on to this one! 

For ten days I held on to my field 
guide through thunderstorms and cloying, 
humid, energy-sapping heat. (On most 
days the humidity percentage was as high 
or higher than the maximum daily 
temperature). 

However on the eleventh day I vis­
ited Loxahatchee once again. This was 
my eighth or ninth visit to this refuge and 
surrounded by relatively familiar sur­
roundings I relaxed and lowered my 
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guard. So far as I can remember. I never 
removed the guide from the car but never­
theless it disappeared! Six field guides in 
five trips I Is I his a world record'' Is the~ 
a guide-eating alligator who can open caw 
doors'' Hav,; aliens from outer space es­
tablished a base in Florida and do they 
have an insatiable thirst for field guides':' 
The mystery was beyond my 
understanding. 

A few days later the answer became 
obvious. While visiting a local conven­
ience store. I spotted a tabloid newspaper 
headline. A quick examination of the pa­
per revealed I he fact ('?)that the state of 
Florida led the world in incidents of 1m­
man spontaneous combustion' I began to 
tremble to think how closely I had 
avoided death. Obviously, whatever ma­
levolent being was behind these involun­
tary immolations had narrowly missed me 
and had instead taken my field guides' 

So, if you're planning on visiting 
Florida, keep your favorite field guide in a 
fireproof box -preferably vacuum- scaled. 
However, for your own safety, leave a 
dummy field guide unprotected and out in 
the open. Otherwise you may literally go 
down in names! 

The Great Thrush 
Mystery 

Lurking in the heavy undergrowth 
along our streams the Swainson's thmsh 
sings and calls almost constantly. The 
male thmsh's rolling. echo-like song is 
one of the most commonly heard bird 
voices all simmer. 

But for over a hundred years orni­
thologists have been trying to solve a 
mystery surrounding this bird. Sometime 
in August. every Swainson's thmsh will 
stop singing and calling. One day they 
will be singing with their usual enthusi­
asm. The next day they will all be silent. 

This silence will last for two to four 
weeks and then. just as suddenly as they 
stopped, the Swainson's thrushes will start 
singing again right up to the time that 
they migrate. 

While a number of explanations 
have been offered for this phenomenon. • 
none rings quite tmc. What's your 
theory? 

Sequoia Audubon Sode(r 



The Wandering Tattler 
Anne Moser 

On May 29. I new to Charlotlcsvillc. 
A;irginia, rented a car. and drove south on 
Wfhc Blue Rtdgc Park\\av. I followed the 

directions in Simpson'~ /3ird,· of the 13/ue 
Rh~~e ,\fountains in hope or seeing a 
number of eastern birds. The scenery was 
beautiful with azaleas and rhododendrons 
in bloom. A Scarlet Tanager landed ten 
feet from my parked car. What a beauti­
ful bird! A Blue-headed (Solitary) Vireo 
flew into her nest almost at eye I~vcl Up 
111 the trees I saw a Rose-breasted Gros­
beak, a Great Crested Flycatcher an 
American Redstart and ;I Black-;hroated 
Green Warbler. 

At Cumberland Knob I found a 
Brown Thrasher and a talkative ranger 
making for a full and rewarding drive. 

I continued across South Carolina to 
the Congarcc Swamp just south of Colum­
bus. Arriving late on May .11. I thought 
I'd "case" the swamp before birding there 
the next day. Since the sign said the gate 
closed at 5 PM, I parked outside and 
v\alkcd in following the long boardwalk 
that led into the swamp. As I wandered 

•
y myself Into the heart of the swamp the 
hadows lengthened and the sounds grc\\ 

more eerie. Barred Owls called and 
Pilcatcd Woodpeckers dmmmcd. When 
the Northern Cardinals added their varie­
gated whistles. I looked back to sec if 
someone or something was following me -
but no. I \\as alone! 

The next day around~ he swamp. I 
was able to add a pair of Y cllow-throated 
Warblers. a Yellow-throated Vireo and an 
Acadian Flycatcher to my list. 

To my delight a Prothonot<tr\ War­
bler kept pace with me along the board­
\\alk What a bird! So bright I Now I 
know what eastern birders mean when 
they talk about Prothonotary vcllowl And 
\\ ith a surprisingly loud sot-tg-. What a 
great day! 

After reading Finding Birds in 
South Carolina. I had contacted the 
author. Robin Carter. On the phone he 
had told me to try Godspeed Road. An­
other treat! When I got there Ism\ more 
than thirty Mississippi Kites pursuing in-

•

ccts. Watching them glide. bank and 
heel through the air \\aS truly 

breathtaking. -

(Continued next month) 
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Birdwatching the 
Corporate Campus 

James K. Sayre 
Some birders never take "no" for an 

answer. They will birdwatch whenever 
they get a chance. In the workadav world 
they will sometimes be reduced t~ glanc-­
ing at the soaring Turkey Vultures high 
above the frccwavs as they drive to work 
Once at work. th~ pickings become even. 
thinner. Workers with a windO\\ will at 
least be able to stare directly outside. 
Those of us in the inner cubicles have to 
content ourselves with bird and nature 
photographs mounted on our cloth-
cm crcd cubicle walls. Only on breaks 
can we take short walks out of doors. 

Between the massive cement steel 
and glass structures. the topiaricd and 
trimmed hedges. the mowed lawns, the 
jct-blmvcrcd sidewalks. and the human 
foot and vehicular traffic, there would 
seem to be lillie room for\\ ildlifc in the 
corporate campus world. But here and 
there, between the managed vegetation, 
small ecological niches exist for certain 
birds. small mammals and insects. 

On the Adobe Corporation's Moun­
tain View campus. a pair of Killdeer had 
made a nest less than one hundred feet 
from the doors to a large building. They 
have made their nest in a large triangul;1r 
expanse of graveL with a thick hedge bor­
dering on two sides and a neath' mowed 
Iamt on the longer side. Killd~cr, ( 'ha­
radrius \'ocif('ms. traditionally choose to 
nest in open fields. This habit would 
seem to be foolhardv. but the Killdeer 
have managed to su-rvive and nonrish in 
modern America. Over the weekend of 
June 15 -I 6, the eggs hatched and the bird 
family departed for parts unknown. 

These birds have developed the "bro­
ken'' ing ploy" as a way of distracting po­
tent tal predators from their nest sites 
The adult bird limps awa~ _calling in-sis­
tently. luring the predator to another part 
of I he open field. and llnally nys off_ leav­
ing the predator confused and frustrated. 

The birdlifc of a corporate campus is 
limited to only a few hardy urban species. 
On the Mountain View campuses of Al;a 
and Adobe Corporations. the following 
spectcs of birds h:l\ c been obscn cd: 
American Robin. American Goldfinch. 
Mourning Dmc. House Finch, English 
Sparrow. Brc\\Cr's Blackbird. BushtiL 
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American Cnm. Mallard. Caltlotuta 
Towhee. Black Phoebe. K iII deer. Red­
winged Blackbird. Northern Mockingbird 
and European Starling. Most of these spe­
cies arc nesting in this same area. These 
birds have to be tough. rcsourcclitl and 
ncxiblc to li\C in an area with manicured 
lawns, pedestrian traffic. lawn mowers 
and few trees. Of course. these corporate 
areas have some benefits: a regular water 
supply and few if any feral cats or other 
predators. Occasionally. there may be a 
bird feeding station hanging from -a tree, 
wtth a good supply of nutritious birdseed 
available. 

. There is a constant natural popula-
tion pressure which drives young birds to 
seck new. marginal or prcviouslv uncx­
ploitcd habitat. For example. R~d-wingcd 
blackbtrds have learned to forage in shop­
pmg center parking lots. These black­
birds. along with Brewer's Blackbirds. 
may be seen foraging on the lawns of the 
campuses. 

After you have successfully watched 
and identified all of the local bi~dlifc, you 
can move on to examining the local fl~ra. 
Although many corporate plantings arc 
frightfully dull: trimmed trees and topi­
ancd shrubs and neatly clipped lawns. 
there arc sometimes interesting speci­
mens. The weeds and wildnowcrs make a 
'aliant attempt to grow, nowcr and seed 
before they arc snipped off by the weekly 
gardening crews. In the lawns and in tl~c 
odd corner, small weeds survive and 
flourish: Dandelion, White Clover_ Sow 
Thistle, Wild Mustard and Bindweed- all 
bloomed in June. 

Don't be shy about taking a couple of 
outdoors walks each day. Stale and Fed­
eral labor laws mandate a ten minute 
break every two hours. One can easily 
stash a pair of JX opera glasses in a back 
pocket. Notes can be taken on a small 
pad or just a sheet of paper. Computer es­
says can be stored on noppy disks on the 
"A" drive for privacy. And vou mav end 
up writing essays like this o;1c. Su;c beats 
working. 

(l'lw author works as a con/rae/ 
technical writer in ,'-,'ilicon l'alle-y·. fie was 
educated as an engineer. 1/e h~s recently 
puhlished a reference hook entitled, . 
North American Bird Folknames and 
Names. under the imprint ofBofilehrush 
f'ress. 1/e is a member o/S'equoia 
/I uduhon ,')ocic~v.) 
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