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The General Meeting: 

Costa Rica 
Beginning in the summer of 1995. a 

group of intrepid trm clcrs from Sequoia and 
Santa Clara Audubon Chapters started get­
ting together to learn about the birds the~ 
\VOuld sec on a journey to Costa Rica. They 
met- monthly. starting in October. to go 

through the Costa Rica guide. bird by bird. under the tutelage of 
Sequoia's own Dan Keller The~ \\ere told the likelihood of see­
ing the birds. where they \\Ould sec them and the ID marks the' 
needed to knm\. . 

The trip left SFO on Super 
Bowl Sunday this ~car After an all­
nigh: Oighl to San Jose. Costa Rica. 
\\C were immediately \\ hi-.kcd ;may 
into the hill country loa gorgeous 
'ilia nestled in the trees" ith spec­
tacular ,·icws of 2 \'Olcanocs in the 
distance and lush green farmland 

*md forests bclm'. This is Rancho 
.. Naturalist;L Lunch \\as ready when 

we arrived and ... to gel a bcllcr un-
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derstanding of ho\\ the rc~l of lhttrip unfolded. plan to attend 
the June 13 meeting and hear Dan Keller talk about the birds. 
habitat and lodges cnjovcd His talk\\ ill be accompanied b' 
Rich Kuehn's' ideo footage . 

Dan Keller vvill be rcturning to Costa Rica in August. San 
Francisco Ba~ Bird Obscn a tory (SFBBOl ma~ still h:l\ c space 
on this trip. Call Dan or the Obscn a lory for more information. 

Potluck Time! 
This month also brings us to our annual June Potluck Din­

ncr so dust off your favorite sho\\ -off 

recipes. ijQ~ Please remember to bring your 0\\ n 
utensils and plates and a paper bag in which 
to take them home. Those people \\hose last 
name begins with the letters A-F should 
bring a DESSERT; those \\hose names begin with the letters 
G-L, a SALAD. and M through Z should prm ide the(' ASSE­
ROLES or other hot dishes. Be sure your offering \\ill feed at 
least 5 people. 

The Potluck Dinner hegins at 6:30 PM. 
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Eileen Jennis-Sauppe 
Conservation Committee Chairwoman 

On April 20. the Consenation Committee hosted a table 
at the Arbor Day/Earth Day celebration in Pacitica. The Valle­
mar Con senators organized the event in cooperation with the 
city of Pacifica. This was a happy community get-together. 
and twenty-seven native trees were planted to start off the day. 
There were information booths. live music. great food. an hi;­
torical exhibit of the Val Iemar district and even a parade' We 
enjoyed meeting some ofthe Pacifica .members ofSAS who 
stopped hy during the festivities including Jim Grant, Mary 
Harris. Sue and Dean Parnell. several prospective Sequoians 
and many fellow birders on the coast. 

On April 28. "e 
attended a clean-up of 
the \\ etbnds area at 
the end of \Vhipple 
Ave. in Redwood 
Citv. an area that is 
popular for joggers. 
cvclists and a \\011-

derful arrav of birds 
and wildlife. Most 
i m portantl v it is adja­
cent to Bair Island. 
the most important 
habitat for the endan­
gered Clapper Rail. 

Election Of Officers 
Don't forget that June' is the month for 

our annual elections. The Nominating 
Committee offers these candidates: 
+ President - Francis Toldi 
+ Vice-president - Dcbbi Frantz 
+ Treasurer- Tom Vanden Bosch 
+ Secretary- Shirley Higuera 
+ Director (term expiring June 1999) 

• Sue Cossins 
• Alvaro Jaramillo 

+ Director (term expiring June 1997) 
• Rich Kuehn 

Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse and other species of wildlife whose 
sun ivai is teetering in the balance in our county. The event was 
organized by Mike Spence (creator of the popular "Local Birds" 
poster, folder and/or place mat), who is a member of the Red­
wood City Pride and Beautification Committee and Sequoia 
Audubon. Dozens of young people and adults filled manv ba(!:s 
of trash. and there were trucks and cranes on hand to lift the c 

heavy stuff (water-logged tires. carburetors. cement blocks and 
broken posts). 

Representatives Anna Eshoo and Tom Lantos testified he­
fore a House Interior sub-committee urging approval of S 10 mil­
lion to purchase Bair Island and add it to the Don Edwards San 

(Cuntinued un Page Twu) 
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The 5 A S Calendar 
TlJESDA Y, JUNE 4- CONSER\'ATION 
COI\11\IITTEE MEETING at the Sequoia 
Audubon Office at 7:30PM. All members 

welcome. Please call ahead to confirm time and place. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 6- BOARD MEETING at the Sequoia 
Audubon Office at 7:30 PM. All members welcome. Please 
call ahead to be sure there will be room. 

THlJRSDA Y, JUNE 13- ANNUAL ELECTION, GENERAL 
MEETING & POTLUCK DINNER- The meeting will be at 
the San Mateo Garden Center on the Alameda at Parkside. The 
Potluck begins at 6:311 Pl\1. The Election of Ofticers and the 
General Meeting follow. The program on Costa Rica will fea­
ture Rich Kuehn and Dan Keller and their adventures at Ranch 
Naturalista and its associated preserves. 

FRIDAY AND SATlJRDA Y, JUNE 15 & 16- YUBA PASS 
& SIERRA \'ALLEY- HIGH SIERRA & HIGH DESERT 
MARSHLANDS- .Vote thatthi" i., a chanJ:e of'tlatef'rom the 
earlier .\chedule.\. This trip ammls a chance to ~ee bird~ rarely 
seen on any of our other tield trips. The trip features easy trail 
walking through lovely mountain and Sierra Valley habitab. On 
Saturday we will meet at 9 AM in the parking lot of the Sierra 
Ne\ada Field Campus east of Sierra City and bird the mountain 
areas for dipper, black-backed woodpecker. e\ening grosbeak 
summer \varblers, flycatchers. etc. On Sunday we'll meet at the 
Summit Campground at 8 Al\.1. From there we will cara\an to 
Sierra Valley to see the birds of the Eastern Slope and Modoc 
Plateau. Bring liquids for two days. Arrangemenb hm e been 
made for us to use the facilities of the Sierra Ne\ada Field Cam­
pus of San Francisco State University. Camping in platform 
tents with mattresses and cots, hot showers and three meals a 
day are m·ailable t()r S25.50 a day Just bring your own bed­
ding. If you're not into camping the meals (breakt~lst. dinner 
and a bos lunch) are available for S 14.50 a day. Motels are 
available in Sierra City and reservations are advisable since 
there may be several other birding groups in the area at the same 
time. Some of the motels are: 

HARRINGTON'S SIERRA PINES (916) 862-1151 
SIERRA CHALET (916) 862-1110 
BUTTES MOTEL (916) 862-1170 
SIERRA BUTTES INN (916) 862-1122 

In order to properly scout the area and detennine the exact itin­
erary. the leader must know approximately hov.· many partici­
pants to expect so please call to let him know you are coming 
and to get further information and directions. 
LEADER CLIFF RICHER 873-1754 

Jlwre are no Seplemlwr itents/ill' tlte ( 'a/endar a/this time. 
We'll !1:1111 gel rour Seplellllwr .\'eed/es to .1'1111 in jl/entl· o/tinw 

Jill'l'llll to Ill like .1'11111' plans Jill· tlte mollflt. llarc a good 11111111/CI'I 
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1 life Refuge. Whether the allo­
cation \\ill e\er be approved. 

hard to say. Rt·ps. Eshou and Lantus nel·d tu hear from SAS 
ml•mhers supporting their eft()rts to purchase Rair Island t()r 
the Refuge. 

Citizen~ To Complete the Refuge and Friends of Redwood 
City ''ere also at the April 28 clean-up. Also represented were 
the Aqua Terra Project, a group who organized a giant effort to 
remO\e rotting and abandoned boats from the waters near Bair 
Island. Here are some bets provided by Friends of Redwood 
City about this important wetland habitat in our county: 

The Rair (Island) Facts 

I. Bair Island constitutes the single most significant and 
\ aluable potential addition to the San Francisco Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge and is classitled as Priority I t(lr acquisition in 
the US Department of the Interior Ell\ iron mental Assessment 
ti.lr proposed additions to San Francisco Bay National \Vildlife 
Refuge. Bair Island includes the largest remaining unprotected 
wetland area in the San Francisco Dav Estuarine System. Be­
cause mer 82"" of the System's \\etlands ha\e already been lost 
to urhalll/ation it 1s cniL'ial that Hair Island he protected. 
' Bair Island includes existJn).' and potential pr11ne habi­
tat f(H· the Calil(lrnia (·tapper Rail. The addition of Bair Island 
to the National Wildlife Refuge could \ery \\ell he the last and 
only chance ti.Jr the sun i\al of this fndangered Species. Bair 
Island also pl'l)\ ide~ impnrtant habitat J(.)r the endangered Salt 
Marsh Han est Mouse. the California Least Tern, the Peregrine. 
Falcon, the Brown Pelican, and 1\lr lllllllerous species of con-
cern. This rich area prm ides nesting andoor forage for 82 spe-
cies of" aterbirds and 44 species of landbirds, and home ti:lr 13 
species of mammals. 28 species of marine estuarine ill\erte-
brates, 6J species of tish. 28 species of flowering plants, and 13 
species of grasses according to the Bair Island Ell\ iron mental 
ln\entory done by San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory in Jl)88. 
3. Bair Island is actually comprised of three islands, 
Outer. Middle and Inner, with a total area of approximately 
J,500 acres. Approximately II 00 acres are threatened and need 
to be acquired ti.H· addition to the Refuge. Outer Bair and Mid­
dle Bair are sheltered from urban intrusion by wide and deep 
tidal channels and are thus extremely valuable as sensitive wild­
life habitat. Inner Bair is easily accessible to the public and i,; 
presently very popular with joggers and hikers. This island is 
well suited t()r a nature interpreti\'e center and trails and further 
serves to buffer the sensitive outer islands. 
..J.. Historically Bair Island was entirely composed of tidal 
marsh. in the Jl)40s most of the area was diked and removed 
from tidal action for the commercial purpose of solar salt pro­
duction. Salt production was discontinued in 1965 and the area 
was planned t()r urban development. Since that time some of 
the dikes on Outer and Middle Bair have been naturally 
breached. allowing the resumption of tidal action and the conse­
quent restoration of biological activity in the affected areas; 

(Continued on Page Three) 
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· UPDATE! howem, mo>t ofl he diked 
· · '· areas have been maintained in 

an artificially dry and 
ecologically unproducti\l~ state. The natural recovery of the 
breached-dike areas demonstrates that the probability of 
successful restoration of the degraded areas of Bair Island to 
biological productivity i~ very high and the probable cost of 
doing so is very low. The principal actions required are the 
breaching of existing dikes and the installation of tidal gates in 
some areas to mute tidal range until hydration, siltation, and 
biological regeneration can repair the effects of decades of 
environmental abuse. 
5. There is strong regional support for the inclusion of Bair 
island in the San Francisco Ray National Wildlife Refuge A 
proposal tor the urban de\ elopment l)f Bair Island was defeated 
by a citizens, referendum in 1982. Since that time public 
awareness ofthe value of wetlands to the quality of lite in the 
San Francisco Bay region has increased manifold. In a letter 
dated April 28, 1994, ten members of the Bay Area 
Congressional delegation urged the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USF\VS) to acquire Bair Island for addition to the 
refuge, and on December 61 1994, the San Mateo County Board 
of Supen isors passed a resolution ( #5898)) supporting such 
action. Today Bair Island is owned by the Japanese company, 
Kumagai Gumi ofTokyo. whose local representative is KCi 
Land California/Redwood Shores Inc , San Mateo. CA. 
6. Besides furthering the broad goab of the National Wildlite 

A Refuge System, acquisition of Rair island \\ould sene several 
• other highly useful societal functions, i.e .. the imprO\ement of 

water and air quality, pr01 ision of flood control and storm surge 
abatement, the reduction of siltation innavigable channels, and 
the preventilm of new demands on the Bay Area's already 
O\erburdened transportation and water supply systems. 

• 

7. The referendum wh1ch saved Bair Island from urban 
development in 1982 sen eel as a catalyst for the citizens' effort 
which culminated in the passage of legislation in 1988 
authorizing the expansion of the San Francisco Bay National 
Wildlite Refuge (PL 100-556). It is now appropriate that Rair 
island be acquired for inclusion in that Refuge. 
8. Bair Island is the only portion of the west side of San 
Francisco Bay that has potential to be restored in our lifetimes. 
The lands north of Bair Island have been developed for urban 
uses. The lands south of Bair island are active salt evaporator 
ponds. Only Bair Island is both easily protected from predators 
and easily restorable to high quality salt marsh habitat at 
minimum cost. 

And no\\ a wurd ahout our sponsors and uther friends ... 
The consenation committee has been struggling for sev­

eral months to achieve its communications goal of acquiring a 
FAX machine and PC on-line service for SAS. Recently, con­
servation committee member Leslie Flint broke the standstill 
when she generously whipped out her checkbook and sent me 
off in pursuit of a Fax/copier machine' (A portion ofthe bill 
will be reimbursed by our California State oftlce with moneys 
received from an oi I spi II mitigation settlement.) Francis 
Toldi, our Secretary and Presidential nominee realized that his 
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company was upgrading a computer system in the office and 
persuaded them that SAS could still travel many miles on the 
inti.xmation superhighway with their older system (let's ear it 
for upgrades~) . 

Rich Kuehn and Dean Schuler (V.P, and program direc­
tor, respecti\ely) are sponsoring a year's subscriptil)n to an on­
line service. And Rich donated some Sl)fhvare and waved his 
magic \\and over the system and finally got it to produce those 
funny sounds that mean you are on-line. Unfortunately, we 
quickly jumped off-line due to a glitch in the system software, 
which will have to be re-installed bet(.)fe our e-mail address can 
function. Rich and Robin Smith (education chair) contributed 
money f(.)f an internal modem, which, believe-it-or-not, I in­
stalled mr.le//1(applause). I realize that lam now a newhie. I 
have also installed a new phone line and will take care of the 
monthly charges. The copy cartridges, FAX paper and hookup 
charge ti1r the on-line pro' icier was made possible by a generous 
donation from conservation committee members Bob and Ma~ 
Blossom Wilkinson. And the ongoing charges tor future action 
alerts have been spon:-.ored by several SAS members who re­
sponded to our action alert subscription plea. including D. Wil­
liam, S. Kitzer and G.B. Wood. 

This \\as not an easy transition. and I'd like to extend a 
hearty "Thank You!" to all who helped us become more effi­
cient and up-to-date. \\' e can now exchange inf<.mnation \Vith 
our new Calit<.m1ia State oftlce, numerous em·ironmental or­
ganizations that We' \\Ork with, and legislators l with greater 
speed and lower cost. 

l f you \Hluld like conservation cnmmittee updates and ac­
tion alerts \ia e-mail or FAX, please nnte the address and IHilll­
her belnw. As of this writing. we are not back on-line yet, but 
the FAX machine is going strong. 

FAX# (-liS) 712-XS71 
t•-mail setJuoia(a ca sirius.com 

And More Electronic Stuff 
The .V,,erf/es has abo done some upgrading. We too have 

fax capability- but ih a little more complicated to use- and we 
now ha\·e a scanner so that we can input photos and drawings. 

To fax anything to the Necd/e.1. you have to ca11 tlrst so 
that your editor can S\\ itch his phone and computer over to fax 
capability. Then you hang up. wait a few minutes, call again 
and send your fax. 

As f(.)r scanning, we're sti11 learning how to use the full ca­
pability of our setup. So far most of the color photos we've 
scanned have come out too dark to reproduce well, but we're 
still experimenting. On the other hand, Eileen's article and the 
handout from the Friends of Redwood City scanned with only 
minor corrections required. (Several ofthe corrections were 
mis-spellings on the handout, not scanning problems.) Black 
and white line drawings also reproduce well as is evidenced by 
the one below. 

The Osprey 
has a taxonomic family all to itself. Although 
closely related to both hawks and eagles, it is 
neither. lt is one of only a tew birds that are 
found worldwide on every continent except 
Antarctica. 
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Audubon 
and the ESA 

John Me Caull 
California Legislative Director 

On December 1-t 19'):\ the Califor­
nia Lcgislati\c Affairs Program took a po­
sition of 'oppose unless amended" on a 
package of amendments to the California 
Endangered Species Act (CESA) Al­
though I represented both the National 
Audubon Society and the 54 affiliated 
California chapters in 1\\0 ~cars of nego­
tiations \vith other stakeholders. the final 
package of changes to CESA ''as simp I~ 
unacceptable to Audubon's conscn at ion 
leadership in California. 

The Endangered Species Act repre­
sents the core public policy agenda of 
Audubon. Our organi;:ation's focus on 
birds. \\ildlifc and habitat require that \\C 
clearly define our position on the future of 
both state and federal endangered ~pccics 
l:ms, especially in a time of constant. hos­
tile attack. 

As a result of our c.,hausti\C rc\iC\\ 

of the CESA proposaL '' c hm c taken the 
first steps tm\ards defining Audubon's' i­
sion of a rc\ iscd and strengthened endan­
gered species program in California. This 
memo outlines the basic scope of the ne­
gotiations. the preconditions that Audu­
bon is insisting upon for our support of a 
CESA reform package and some good 
nc\\ s on our high priority legislation 
(SB 175lll\1arksl) 

A. Wh~ Were We In Negotiations? 
The negotiations 0\ cr the California 

ESA began in earnest in the Summer of 
1994 after a series of competing bills to 
reform the California Endangered Species 
Act (CESA) \\ere introduced in the state 
legislature. The National Audubon Soci­
ety_ the Planning & Conscn at ion League. 
the Sierra Club and the California NatiYc 
Plant Socict~) succeeded in defeating or 
holding an:- legislation'' hich \\C felt 
\\Ottld \\Cakcn the California ESA. This 
\ictory had a price ho\\C\ cr. At the urg­
ing of leaders in the State Senate. our or­
gani;.ations spent man~ hours discussing 
consensus based changes to CESA "ith 
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rcprcscntatn cs from ;1 broad industr~ coa­
lition including ttmbcr. otL farnung_ de-
' clopmcnt and local gm crnmcnt i ntcrcsts. 

Our goal \\as to get the businc~s 
communit~ to the table. and mo\ c bc,oncl 
the "repeal the ESA" rhetoric and sec if 
\\C could actually soh c some of CESA's 
implementation problems to the satisfac­
tion of all sides. A package of reforms 
"as i nit iall~ agreed to. but the agreement 
fell apart in the last da~ s of the I 'J'J4 lcg­
islati\C session clue to resistance" ithin 
I he ti mhcr i nclust r~ a ncl other husi ness 
groups. 

After a similar legislati\c stalemate 
in J<J'JS. and the defeat ofGmcrnor Wil­
son's SB I:> I in Ma! I 'J95. rough I~ the 
same group recom cncd last! l'ar to tr~ to 
dcYclop a package of reforms to CESA. 
o,cr Labor Da~ "cekcnd. most of 1 he ne­
gotiating parties reached agreement on a 
substantial package of propo~cd amend­
ments. Time ran out. and the package 
\\as not acted on before the I')').'\ scs~ion 
adjourned. 

B. What Caused Auduhon To Change 
Our Position'! 

Because the CES.A agreement had 

not rccci\cd "idcsprcad rnil'\\ "ithin the 
em ironmcntal communil\. and because of 
serious questions m cr stratcg~ and sub­
stance that \\Crc raised h~ political leaders 
and our colleague!-. in other groups. \\C 
held a series of briefings around the state 
on the language and philosoph~ of the 
CESA proposal 

These intcr-org:mi;.ationalmcctings 
\\Crc also paralkkcl b) a series of meet­
ings" ithin Audubon to address the gro\\­
ing list of concerns\\ ith the language of 
the proposal 

The result of three months of intcn­
si\c discussions" tthin the em ironmcntal 
comnmnit~ rc\calccl a" iclcsprcacl dislike 
of both the direction of the CESA pro­
posal and man~ of the actual prm isions. 
A It hough most oft he criticisms "ere lc\­
icd against specific parts of the proposaL 
many also felt that \\C arc no\\ regaining 
momentum on the fcdcrallc\cl on ESA 
rcauthori;ation and other issues. and\\ h~ 
should \\C compromise no\\ on CFSA at 
the state lc' cl' 1 

Others c:-;prcsscd concerns that \\C 
had failed to clc,clop our bottom lines in 
California on the ESA. and this had 

hmdcred the cffccti\ cncss of the proposal 
once it "hit the ~trccts" Others \\Crc \Cf) 
concerned that a split on CESA between 
the t\\O major grassroots groups \\Orking 
on l·SA i~sucs- the Sierra Club and e 
Audubon- \\Otlicl be quite dcstructi\ c. and 
ultimate I~ counterproclucti\c. 

In micl-Dcccmbcr. I informed my ne­
gotiating partners that Audubon could no 
longer support the package as agreed to 
hack in September. Audubon's California 
Lcgrslati\ c Aff:ms Steering Committee. 
scycral chapter presidents. Dan Taylor 

our State Director and I came to a con­
sensus that there \\Crc too man~ problems 
\\ith the CESA proposal to continue to 
support it 

E\cry indrcation \\as that the Sierra 
Club \\ oulcl ha\ e opposed the package if 
introduced in I ')')6_ lc:l\ ing the Planning 
& Conscnation League and the Califor­
nia Nati\c PlatH Socict) to carry it alone. 
A decision "as made in late December b~ 
all the em ironmcntal groups associated 
"ith the Negotiations to" ithdr;m support 
lor the package and not seck Its introduc­
tion as a btll rn I ')')h 

C. Whl·re Docs This Le;l\c lis'? 
llpon rcquc~t. I \\ill prm ide an~ in­

lerc;,tcd person 11 ith a b;rsi<.: S! nopsis of 
the compromise proposaL and a summar~ 
of thl' changes Audubon has suggested to 
fi, the defects of the negotiated package. 

Nm' that the I')% lcgislati\c ses­
sion is upon us. \\C arc taking a tiC\\ ap­
proaclt Rather than starting from the 
negotiated compromise and trying to "fi, 
it" \\Chan: de\ eloped a legislative pro­
posal that clcarh defines the conscnation 
imprm cmcnts needed in CESA. 

There \\ere SC\ era I major unrcsoh cd 
issues" hich "etc left off (or dropped off) 
the negotiating table in I 'J'J.t and I 'J'J5 
The Wilson Administration and the Cali­
fornia Attornc~ General hm c been ag­
grcssiYcl~ undermining the Sweethome 
decision. issuing blatantly illegal "gen­
eral" take permits. and' iolating the Ia\\ 
in the area of incidental take permitting 
Unless and until these issues arc adc­
quatcl~ addressed in the legislature or in 
court. \\C \\ill ha\ c a 1 cr~ incomplete rc­
fonll of CFSA. 

(Continued on Page Fiw) 
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REQUEST FOR CHAPTER ACTION 
Along with the Sierra Club, 

Audubon will he leading an effort over 
the next several month~ to garner support 
for 1751 (Marks) which amends CESA to 
accurately reflect the priorities of our 
chapters and gra~srnots activists in the 
tield. 

On Tuesday, April 23, the Senate 
Natural Resources Commiflee l'otetf to 
support SB 1751 on a fi-5 l'Ote. We are 
on our way~ 

SB 1751 will: 

e· 

Uphold the Supreme Court's 
Sweet home decision at the state lc\ cl 
to ensure that habitat is protected un­
der CESA's prohibition against the 
"take" of candidate. threatened or 
endangered species. 
Mandate that any permit for the 

"take" of a protected ~pecies must iii­
elude steps that ''ill ensure a "net 
conservation benefit" for the species. 
Strengthen California's Natural 
Community Consen at ion Planning 
(NCCP) Act to ensure that sweeping 
"habitat coverage" plans in Southern 
California for the coastal sage scrub 
ecosystem do not I em e out science or 
actual con sen at ion benefits for the 
species that inhabit the land 
For the first time, require recmer~ 
plans for ne\\ ly listed and previous!~ 
listed species under CESA. 
Prm ide a clear set of legal standards 
for citizen enforcement of CESA's ba-
sic consen at ion standards. 

SB 1751 will also complement an 
effort at the federal level to introduce a 
hill in Congress which will actuall)' 
strengthen the ESA. 

• • • • • 
Live. as it were, in trust. All that is 

in you, all that you are. is only loaned to 
you. Make use of it according to the will 

•

of Him who lends it, but ne\er regard it 
fi:.)r a moment as your own 

Francois Fenelon 
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California Office 
First to Form Under 

Strategic Plan 
A cornerstone of National Audu­

bon's new field oftice development pro­
gram will be the decentralization of 
Audubon through the building of strong 
and eftecti\e state programs. This will 
significantly enhance the partnership of 
Audubon staff and \Oiunteers working 
together to chart the course of wildlife 
conservation in the future. National 
Audubon chapter leaders in California are 
getting an up-close glimpse of the future 
as they observe and participate in the tirst 
Audubon tield otlice fi:.xmed under the 
new Strategic Plan. 

The California Field Office is now 
about three months old. and is making 
some impres~ive stride~ toward imple­
menting the Strategic Plan. The Califor­
nia Otlice is headed by Fxecuti\e 
Director Dan Taylor. He is a 17 year vet­
eran of the Audubon staff, and has 
worked closely with Audubon chapters 
for many years on issues ranging from the 
campaign to protect Mono Lake to the 
Ancient Forest Campaign. 

The California Office is developing 
an action plan to guide the \vork of the 
field program that will: 

sharpen our focus on birds, other 
wildlife. and their habitats; 

invest in our distinctive system of 
grassroots chapters; and 

use education and advocacy as the 
primary tools to achieve our mission. 

Audubon's Strategic Plan calls for 
implementing specific changes that will 
place the Society in a better position to 
protect habitats t()f birds and wildlife in 

5 

states across the country. In Califomia. 
Audubon is building on the strengths it 
possesses, and making significant 
changes in how work is done in order to 
better reflect its Strategic Plan. 

l 

The primary ti:.)Cus of the California 
Field Office will be to \York with local 
chapters and state volunteers to 
strengthen Audubon's capacity at the lo­
cal level. The Calitim1ia Office will have 
the authority, the capacity, and the flexi­
bility to do what works best in that state. 
Existing staff roles are being refocused to 
tit the needs called for in the Strategic 
Plan. These needs include: I) grassroots 
training and outreach, 2) fundraising, 3) 
conservation policy. 4) communications, 
5) education, and 6) sanctuary manage­
ment. An important product of the reor-

ganization is a much greater sense of 
integration among all of National 
Audubon's programs in the state. 

A key element of the new tield 
otlice program is the' emphasis on 
building pro-active. comprehensive 
campaigns that channel the con­
servation energies of the organization 
statewide, The objectives emerging 
t(x Califomia include: I) restoring 
critical riparian habitats for neotropi-

cal migratory birds and important interior 
\\etlands for other migratory birds; 
2) conserving fragile and declining 

coastal ~crub habitats from rapid urbani-
zation; 3) preserving wetlands in the San 
Francisco Bay Area; and 4) initiating an 
education curriculum that promotes a cul­
ture of con sen ation. 

There is much work to be done in 
fully implementing this hold new vision 
for Audubon in California, hut so far. 
chapter leaders are seizing the opportu­
nity to participate as full partners in creat­
ing this new Audubon that t(Kuses on 
birds, wildlife and habitat, and the out­
standing strength and capabilities of our 
chapters. 

FOR !\lORE INFORI\JATION: 
Write: Dan Taylor, Califomia Field 
Office, NAS, 555 Audubon Place. 

Sacramento, CA 95825; 
Telephone: 916-481- 5332; 

Internet: dtaylor(_ll audubon.org. 

June, 11)96 
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The Wander­
ing Tattler 

Anne Moser 
The~ \\alk on \later' 

The~ danccl They rcall~ 

I \\as fortunate enough to sec West­

ern Grebes doing their mating ritual ''hik 
'isiting Clear Lake on April I ~th this 
year. The Redbud Audubon Socict~ ran 
pontoon boat trips during their "Heron 
Days" celebration. The trip started at 9 
AM and lasted until about II :~0. taking 
us along Cache Creek and into Anderson 
Marsh. It was a sunny calm da~/ We sa\\ 
Great Blue Herons on their nests. a pair of 
Red-shouldered hawks on a nest and sc\­
era! Green Herons flying by\\ ith their 
orange-red feet noticeable. We did get 
good looks at one Green Heron standing 
by the side of the creek. Sc\ era! osprc~ s 
and Double-crested Cormorants \\Crc 
perched on snags. Coots "ere C\ cr~­
"here. The highlight of the trip. ho"-
C\ cr. \\as seeing a pair of grebes mo,ing 
their necks back and forth. then rising up 
on their feet and dancing in unison across 
the water. It \\as like a ballet. Their 
grace \\as breathtaking. In all. \\C s;m 
fi\ c different pairs dancing at 'arious 
times. 

The Redbud Audubon Society "ill 
be celebrating "Heron Days" again nc -r r · 
y car. I have a contact number if any one is 
interested in attending 

Odds & Ends from 
Your Resident 
Curmudgeon 

Cliff Richer 
Some of the more obscn ant of' ou 

ma~ h:l\ c noticed that I hm c succumbed 
to the popular style (among birders and 
their ilk) of capitaliting bird names as 
proper nouns. I still feel its improper 
grammar. but this st:- lc is so widespread 
that I \\as starting to feel like a Lonesome 
Dmc. 

Another of Ill) pel pee\ cs for more 
than thirt~ years has been the usc (and 
misuse) of the \lord em ironment. Since 
the term em ironment means C\ c~ thing 
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that surrounds 'ou - good. bad or i ndi f­
Ie rent - I\ c a I\\ ;n s considered rclcrcnccs 
to em ironmcntalism. em ironmcnlalists 
and the em ironmcutal mm cmcnt as be­
ing meaningless. E\cn \\Orsc. most of the 
people 1\c encountered \\ho call them­
sci\ cs em ironmcnlalists arc among the 
least qualified and least knm\ lcdgcablc 
about the natural \\Orld and its \\orkings 

Prominent among these pscudo­
cmironrncntalists arc the "animal nghts" 
groups and "plant prcscn ationists" "ho 
look upon European Starlings. lcral cah. 
\\ ild burros. red fo:-;cs. cucal~ plu~ and 
pampas grass\\ ith the same benign c~ c 
that lllC) cast upon our nali\C species 

/\mong the lllO~I \\Cll-kll0\1 11 of 
these arc the hunwnc socictic~ :llld some 
oft he \\ i ldl i rc rescue groups. The) ac­
knm\ ledge tlwt the~ do not make "mor:Il 
Judgments" and\\ ill c., pend the s:nne 
amount or care on a starling as on a Spoi­
led 0\\1 or Clapper Rail. The~ \\ill abo 
trap \\ild animals- particuLnl~ rac:coons­
" ho h:l\ c become domcst 1c pc~t~ and "ill 
rc-rcleasc them into the" ild. This pose~ 
some problems of Its O\\ n. They rarch 
sun c~ the areas into" Inch the animals 
"iII be released. The area ma~ ;II read~ be 
be~ ond its earning capacil\ for r:1ccoons 
and they ma~ be condemning the animal 
to death b~ stan at ion or the\ nW) be con­
tributing to the out-migration of other r:lc­
coons into urban and suburban neighbor­
hoods. E\ en \\Orsc. the~ nw~ be intro­
ducing it into a habitat "here other spe­
cies arc a I read~ struggling to Sllf\ i' c 
agamstnatural and introduced predators. 
Also. before the~ release the aninwls the 

rchabilitators inoculate them against ca­
mnc distemper and other diseases. This 
rcmo' cs one of the nature's principal con­
trols on the population Distemper is one 
oft he lc\\ natural enemies of the raccoon 
and the skunk. The current epidemic of 
this disease S\\Ccping Marin and some of 
the other 8:1y area counties is the natural 
\Ia~ I hal O\ erpopulation of these species 
is controlled. 

As for those" ho defend introduced 
species: The~ just do not understand hm' 
an ecological s~ stem comes into being 
and ho\\ an introduced species can \Heak 
ha,oc on that system. The System is de-

' eloped m cr millions of.\ cars. During 
this time some species run amok and then 
become extinct. Others fail to sun i\ e in 
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the C\ oh ing S\ stem and also become c:-;­
tmcl What ~~ Jell Is a self-sustallllllg sys­
tem that can cope \\ith the \ariations of 
local \\Cather and climate and in \\hich its 
resident and\ 1siting species arc co­
dependent. O'er the ~cars it becomes a 
balanced s~ qenl. Mutations and changes 
occur but" ithin an C\ olutionar:- timeta­
ble. The other ~pccics adapt to thc<.c 
changes and :1 nc\1 balance is achic\ cd. 
When a totalh nc\\ species is introduced 
to the S\stenL one oft\\O things happen. 
The most common is that the introduced 
species cannot fit itself within the system 
and dies out. rl..1ost of our farm crops and 
ornamental plants fall into this categor~. 
(If the\ didn't our hills \\Ould be coYcrcd 
"ith cotton plants. almond trees and blue 
gra.,s.) Unfortunatcl~ a fc\1 oft he intro­
duced .,pccic~ thri' e in the ne\\ s~ stem 
and come to dominate it As a result 

~~II'_ ~ ~. ,j,., t;. \ ... ~""f.,. 
. . 

)/' :\ 
t~ 
'"" 1 

e 

'elf . ',, # ') 

I-
,.~ 

)1._ . 
I '\ 

"' t: -~$,. .,. 
man~ of our hills are cm creel" ith cuca-
1~ ptu'> and pampas grass. 

Nc\ erthclcss. despite it'> misuse. I\ c 
finalh (but reluctant!~) come to accept the 
'ie\1 lh:ll the term cnyironmcntalist is ac­
ccpl:lblc "hen referring to those people 
"ho arc interested in the prcscn at ion and 
restoration of the natural "orld. But that 
doesn't mean that I "ill accept its misuse 
and mis-application b_, the media. the 
"" I.,c usc" people or the con sen ali\c pun­
dits of talk radio. 

And finall~. one of my other pel 
pee\ c~ is the so-called "paperless" rc\ olu­
tion. It seem" to me that the increased 
usc of computers - "hich was supposed to 
kl\ c decreased the need for using paper -
has actually fl'Sultcd in the generation of 
millions of pages of useless (and unread) 
reports. press releases and junk mail that 
clog our wastebaskets and landfills. 

Sec ~ou in the fall I • Sequoia Audubon ,\'ociety 
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Letters To The Editor 
... And Some Editorial Comments 

•I~~~~~~~~~~~~~R~c~d~\\~o~o~d~(~'~it~\=f~,~~,-~~,-~r~,-~~'~l~t~ls~·c~d~t~o~.~p~.~~-~~-ll~,.l~IJ~s~l~IS~I.I~l~~"~I~0S~s~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~ . ~ . . ., ~- some JWoofing and pcrjimn ins/on/ cor-

April 1-l. 1 <)<)() shampoo \\Otild help. Sinccrel~ rec/io111. I 111/cerc/i· appreciate their cf~ 

I read\\ ith interest the letter from Jeff Hansnn fiJI'I.I us !her kecp!ncji-ll!n looking 11111n' 

M R
. 1 t'tl d "E · 11 1 .1/llpid !han 1/.1/1111 lie ,l'.ladl'0/1 t!on'!sec 

r. 1c1cr 1 c '11\lronmcnta \ ncor- *richcckedlll\·oldll'ltlcrlllllsand · 
I 

. the crrur.1 Iller catch.' 
reel T 1111king" Ob\ ioush Mr Richer dtd tlw conl.<'rlionfi'(J!II nthic l urd1 111 

has taken a \\ rong tack I do not usc a gallon,. ljound that 1 fwd 10111i1tcntlr :( Jur \tel \l'inlcr is prnhahll' the /ng-
shm\Cr head \\ilh a flO\\ n.:strictor- //.led /n.1 than.'\(}{} gallon.1 0 month c\cepl gnl reason lthrrn11'rc not seeing more 
rather. one \\hiel1 can be turned off\\ ith 1!1/('n one parltcular doug/iter t11 ·nl ul hin/.1 all'Ollrjeedcr Ill/( I hird hath. !here 
the push of a button. then take a "Nay~ /in 111c 1 >uring the pertod 1 checked II'(' ts lois nfnaturalfiilld around and there 
shm\cr": \\el dO\\IL turn off\\atcr. soap had jru111 t 11 ·0 tufour people ltl'illg in/lie arc more rwlttral 1m/cr sources than in 
up. tum on \\ atcr and rinse off* I also hollsc --( '11(/Rtchcr; t!rr rears. .\lost {i'cdcr hird1 arc rear-
did a simple C'\pcrimcnt. I put the plug in nnuul rC.II(/cn/.1 and should not he suhtcct 
the tub then took Ill_\ shm\cr. The \\ater In the cotu!!ltons tliatlul\·c cau.1cd rcduc-
111 the tub d1d not reach to the /111111 111 mtgrmtl populaltnn.,. 

back of the tub- probabl_\ less ___ ( 'ltf!Rtcher; 

than two or three gallons. 

Three or four years age. I 
had to replace Ill_\ fort_\-_\ c;1r-old 
toilet. I replaced it \\ith a model 
that takes l.'i gallons per flush. I 
rarel_\ (not one time in 1\\enl_\) 
ha\c to flush a second time. 

Sinccrel~. 

• Franklin W. Rumne~ 

*(I a/wJ look "!111\T ·''lli\1'1'1'.1'" 

during the drought. IJ!t/ c"11ld no/ 
cnm·tncc the other 11/CIIlhcrs ofllw 

fmni lr lofi '"' nr Ill\· CW!IIf >le 
---( 'lif/l<iclie/'i 

April 'J. I')% 

La Honda. CA 

I \\Ould like to comntcnt on Cliff 
Richer's article in the Apnl edition of the 
,\'CiJIWia \cedles. I li\ c alone and ha\ c a 
1.6 gallon toilet. a lcm -flow <>hO\\Cr head 
and an instant \\aler heater I hayc no 
problem \\ith mv appliances and \cry sel­
dom hmc had to flush m~ toilet I\\ icc. I 

usc about xoo gallons of\,alcr a month* 
and Ill_\ total utility bill is about $'iO. 
Prior to installing a S\\ imming pool last 
~car it \\as around$.\ I month!~. 

Succcssfnl cncrg~ conscryation. like 
successful \\eight management. rcqni res a 
change in lifcst~ lc. I take Gl shm\crs and 
collect this \\alcr while it 1s getting hot in 
a 'i gallon plastic bucket for subsequent 

• 

usc in flushing the toilet. I hm c no trou­
ble gcttmg the soap out of 11\_\ hair. but 
then I hm c to admit I don't hm e as much 

Sequoia Audubon Socict\ 

Red\\ ood Cit~ 
April I 'i. I <J% 

You need a good proof-reader -­
right on the front page in column one is a 
glaring mistake to this retired school 
teacher. "Dr. English belicYcs their is 
room" 1 

We Ji, c in Palomar Park and ha\ c 
seen \CI'_\ fC\\ birds at all this spring We 
keep the bird bath filled and the bird 
feeder. too. bnt haYc seen \Cr} fc\\ birdsl 2 

Too bad. I miss them. 

Sinccrcl~ 

Irene Kendall 
1 If he \'eedles is es.,cntw!IJ· a "onc-

1/tilll s/tiJ\1'"- IIlitH'- llhCII i/ COI/IC.I In prn­
lfuc/ioll, and as the old axtolll goes, "tltc 
ll'rilcr 1.1 !tis 0\1'11 ll'nrst prnof~readcr." 
11'/icn titer hm·c lime- ll'hic!t is ttol oficn­
Tern .\'imp1on and. I nne .\loser ll'i!l do 
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. .. And A Final 
Note On Envi­
ronmentally In­

correct Thinking 
Cliff Richer 

I did the April article partially 
111 frustration and partial!_\ tongue 
in check. Nc\ crt he less. its ah\;l\ s 
am;ving to n1c \\hen I find am one 
that reads am thing I hm e \\rtitcn. 

Since that article. I hm c been 
informed b~ a plumber friend that 
not all lm\ -flO\\ toilets arc equal 
and that some of the kmer cost 

ones ;nc poorh designed and perform 
poor!_\. I hm c also found that this appli­
ance's performance has imprm cd mark­
ed!~ since the cit~ of South San Francisco 
did some mystcrions things under the 
street outside. It still isn't as good as m~ 
old fullllm' toilet (modified \Yith \\alcr 
dams to reduce it to a l.'i gallon capacit_\) 
but it is markedly better than it \\as last 
March. In any case. I am an apartment 
d\\ cllcr and am not about to replace it 
\\ ith a better model at 111~ 0\\ n expense. 

~ ~ ~ * ~ ~ ~ 
A Vancomcr. B.C birder. excited 

about spotting a h;mk outside his \\in­
do\\. \\ cnt rushing out with his binoculars 
-but little else. He \\as arrested and con­
Yictcd of appearing nude in public. 1 "liut 
it \l'as ali(i'i'. Hill/' !!onor. "; 1. I "huns" 
rap'1! I. !.1 the //ri/.1 sm·. ". 1 killer look"; 
I( 'reate rour 0\1'11 comment. 1 

June. 19% 



Don't Forget The Proposed By-Law Change ... 

pre\iously approved by the Board of Directors. This chan.ue will be presented for apprmal of the members 111 June. The proposed 
changes are in hold-t:'lce type .. 

"Atticle VI- Officers. I The oftlcers of the Society shall be a President, a Vice-president. a Secrt'tary. a Treasurer. and such other 
otticers as the Board of Directors may designate. T\\o or nwre individuals ma~ share a single office. if so ell'rtl·d hy the mem­
bers of the Society. The ofticers shall he elected at the annual meeting of members t\1r a term of one (I)\ <.'ar. or until a successor 
shall he selected Vacancies occurring shall be tilled t\x the remainder of the tnm by the Board of Direct<.lhn 

S~quoia .\1-:FDf.f_S i' puh!J,h~d llhlllth!\ c'~cpl Ill JanuarY . .luh and. \ugu\1. \kmhc-r, aTe· cliC\llllage'd I" \Uhnnt makrialt<> he' pt~hJT,hcd 111 the· .\lc1·.1)f.fcS. 'I he dcadlin~ 
f{x the :-~uhmt~~ion ~.)r mah:rial:-. is 1hc first da: ol'th.._, nhmth pt\.'ccding puhlicatitHL llh..''-l' ma: lh.' t)n~inal artJL·k-.,_ tll i~~inal art\\ nrL ()] l:artnt)JI"-. tlf urh.:~)P\ nghtcd makJ ial 
l()f11l othcr sources. Ikm~ dealing'' ith con:-.cn at ion i: ... ~u.:-:-. mu:-.t he :-.uhnHttcd lt) th1..' ( \111'-'~o.'f\ alit)Jl (\lllllllittcL" pri1 )r tP puhlll':tll\Hl 

lnl(mnatinn l(lr all nllie·~r' and chairp~r,<>ns ,IJould h~ mailed I<> .10 \\ "'' \9th . \\ e' Su!l~ ::'112. ~an \LTk<'. ( \ <J.).JI 1 1~1'" I l'ka,,· 'end RE \ E\\. \L \1 E \1 BERSIIII'S 
dirL-ctl: tn :\'ational . \uduh,m in th12 '-'11\ dnp12 accumpan: ing: our I\:"llL"\\al!h )ti~...·c 

<WFJ('EHS 
J>rL"Sllknt 

Pa..,t PrL"'>id~nt 
\'il· ... ·-prL-'>ilknt 
s ... ·crdar: 
'I r~..·asur ... ·r 
DIRE< TORS 
J crm cndmg '()(l 

T ... ·nn ... ·ndmg '97 

ST.\FF 

Julia \land~' ilk 
.\nne \ll)'-'t:r 
H ie·hard hu~hn 
]'rancis I nidi 
I lchhi~ l·ram; 

Shirk\ !ligu12ra 
lona r .llkL" 

l·.ik ... ·n .knlll'--SauppL­
·t·{Hll \'aJJLktJ-J5~i~l·h 

Rubin Smith 
Clill R Teller 
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\Ve Im ill' your memhl·nhip in thl' National 

Audubon Socil•ty & SAS. To join, pkase compll'tl' 
and mail thb form \\ ith payml•nt to SAS, 311 Wl'\t 

39th Ave., #202, San Mall'o, CA 'J-1-103 
D National Audubon Socil't~ 1\kmher,hip 

Ne\\ Member« $20 Members reccJ\ c 
.!uduhon f\1aga;inc and the \FU !!FS Make check, 

pa\ahle tn National ;\wlubon ~ol'!d\ 
D Nl'l·dll's subscription onh $1 'i t(Jr 'J issuc~s 

D Donation: ~/\~appreciates \<llll la\-dcduc(Jble 
donation \\ hich helps timd the chapter\ cducatwn. 
conscnati<.ln and ongning actJVJtics. 

For membership renewal information call 
National Audubon Society at (800) 274-4201 

Name ___________________________ __ 

Address. ______________ _ 

City ________ State __ Zip_ 

Telephone Number __________ _ 
7XCH C16 
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