equoia

Costa Rica

Beginning in the summer of 1995, a
group of intrepid travelers from Sequoia and
Santa Clara Audubon Chaplers started get-
ting together to learn about the birds they
would scc on a journcy to Costa Rica. They
me!™  monthly. starting in October. to go
through the Costa Rica guide. bird by bird. under the tutelage of
Scquoia's own Dan Keller. They were told the likelihood of sce-
ing the birds, where they would sce them and the 1D marks they
nceded to know.

The trip left SFO on Super
Bowl Sunday this yvcar. Afier an all-
night flight to San Jose. Cosla Rica. .
we were immediately whisked away way by,
into the hill country to a gorgeous Ga""g: %
villa nestled in the trees with spec-
tacular views of 2 volcanocs in the Alameda de e Puiges
distancc and lush green farmland
and forcsts below. This is Rancho

‘Nmumlism. Lunch was rcady when
we arrived and ... (o get a better un-
derstanding of how the rest of IT:etrip unfolded. plan to attend
the June 13 mecting and hcar Dan Keller talk about the birds,
habitat and lodgces cnjoved. His talk will be accompanicd by
Rich Kuchn's video footage.

1-280

Hwy. 101

Dan Keller will be returning to Costa Rica in August. San
Francisco Bay Bird Obscrvatory (SFBBO) may still have space
on this trip. Call Dan or the Obscrvatory for more information.

Potluck Time!

This month also brings us (o our annual June Potluck Din-
ner so dust off your favorite show-ofl
recipes.

Plcasc remember to bring vour own
utensils and plates and a paper bag in which
to take them home. Thosc people whosc last
namge begins with the letiers A-F should
bring a DESSERT; thosc whosc names begin with the Ictters
G-L, a SALAD. and M through Z should provide the CASSE-
ROLES or other hot dishes. Be surc your offering will feed at
Icast 5 pcoplc.

The Potluck Dinner begins at 6:30 PM.

The missisn of Sequaia Audubon Society o to participate actively in environmental educalion, and comservation and in lhe

———— e —— ———————
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Eileen Jennis-Sauppe
Conservation Committee Chairwoman

On April 20, the Conservation Committee hosted a table
at the Arbor Day/Earth Day celebration in Pacitica. The Valle-
mar Conservators organized the event in cooperation with the
city of Pacifica. This w as a happy community get-together,
and twentv-seven native trees were planted to start off the day.
There were information hooths, live music, great food, an his-
torical exhibit of the Vallemar district and even a parade! We
enjoved meeting some of the Pacifica .menibers of SAS who
stopped by during the testivities including Jim Grant, Mary
Harris, Sue and Dean Parnell, several prospective Sequoians
and many fellow birders on the coast.

On April 28, we
attended a clean-up of
the wetlands area at
the end of Whipple
Ave. in Redwood
City, an area that is
popular for joggers.
cyclists and a won-
dertul array of birds
and wildlite. Most
importantlv it is adja-
cent to Bair Island.
the most important
habitat for the endan-
gered Clapper Rail,
Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse and other species of wildlife whose
survival is teetering in the balance in our county. The event was
organized by Mike Spence (creator of the popular "Local Birds"
poster, folder and/or place mat), who is a member of the Red-
wood City Pride and Beautification Committee and Sequoia
Audubon. Dozens of young people and adults tilled many bags
of trash. and there were trucks and cranes on hand to lift the
heavy stutf (water-logged tires, carburetors, cement blocks and
broken posts).

Election Of Officers

Don't forget that Junc’is the month for
our annual clections. The Nominating
Committee offers these candidates:
* President - Francis Toldi
Vice-president - Debbi Frantz
Trcasurer - Tom Vanden Bosch
Secretary - Shirley Higuera
Director (term expiring June 1999)
*  Sue Cossins
*  Alvaro Jaramillo
¢ Dircctor (term expiring June 1997)

* Rich Kuehn

L 2R 2K 2K 4

Representatives Anna Eshoo and Tom Lantos testitied be-
tore a House Interior sub-committee urging approval ot $10 mil-
lion to purchase Bair Island and add it to the Don Edwards San

(Continued on Page Two)
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\ The S A S Calendar

TU ESDA\ JUNE 4 - CONSERVATION
COMMITTEE MEETING at the Sequoia
Audubon Oftice at 7:30 PM. All members
welcome. Please call ahead to confirm time and place.

THURSDAY, JUNE 6 - BOARD MEETING at the Sequoia
Audubon Office at 7:30 PM. All members welcome. Please
call ahead to be sure there will be room.

THURSDAY, JUNE 13 - ANNUAL ELECTION, GENERAL
MEETING & POTLUCK DINNER - The meeting will be at
the San Mateo Garden Center on the Alameda at Parkside. The
Potluck begins at 6:30 PM. The Election of Ofticers and the
General Meeting follow. The program on Costa Rica will fea-
ture Rich Kuehn and Dan Keller and their adventures at Ranch
Naturalista and its associated preserves.

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, JUNE 15 & 16 - YUBA PASS
& SIERRA VALLEY - HIGH SIERRA & HIGH DESERT
MARSHLANDS - Note that this is a change of date from the
earlier schedules. This trip atfords a chance to see birds rarely
seen on any of our other field trips. The trip features easy trail
walking through lovely mountain and Sierra Valley habitats. On
Saturday we will meet at 9 AM in the parking lot of the Sierra
Nevada Field Campus east of Sierra City and bird the mountain
areas for dipper, black-backed woodpecker, evening grosbeak
summer warblers, flycatchers, etc. On Sunday we'll meet at the
Summit Campground at 8 AM. From there we will caravan to
Sierra Valley to see the birds of the Eastern Slope and Modoc
Plateau. Bring liquids for two days. Arrangements have been
made for us to use the facilities of the Sierra Nevada Field Cam-
pus of San Francisco State University. Camping in platform
tents with mattresses and cots, hot showers and three meals a
day are available for $25.50 a day. Just bring your own bed-
ding. If vou're not into camping the meals (breakfast, dinner
and a bos lunchy are available for S14.50 a day. Motels are
available in Sierra City and reservations are advisable since
there may be several other birding groups in the area at the same
time. Some of the motels are:

+ HARRINGTON'S SIERRA PINES (916) 862-1151

- SIERRA CHALET (916) 862-1110

- BUTTES MOTEL (916) 862-1170

- SIERRA BUTTES INN (916) 862-1122

In order to properly scout the area and determine the exact itin-
erary, the leader must know approximately how many partici-
pants to expect so please call to let him know you are coming
and to get further information and directions.

LEADER CLIFF RICHER 873-1754

”l(’l'(’ are no September items for the Calendar at this time.
Well v 1o get vour September Needles w voir in plenty of tine
Jor vou to niake vour plans for the month. Have a good sunimer!

June, 1996

[ 39}

(Continued from Page One)

Francisco Bay National Wild-
lite Retuge. Whether the allo-
cation will ever be approved §
hard to say. Reps. Eshoo and Lantos need to hear from SAS
members supporting their efforts to purchase Bair Island tor
the Refuge.

Citizens To Complete the Retuge and Friends of Redwood
City were also at the April 28 clean-up. Also represented were
the Aqua Terra Project, a group who organized a giant eftfort to
remove rotting and abandoned boats from the waters near Bair
Island. Here are some facts provided by Friends of Redwood
City about this important wetland habitat in our county:

The Bair (Island) Facts

UPOALE

I Bair Island constitutes the single most significant and
valuable potential addition to the San Francisco Bay National
Wildlife Refuge and is classitied as Priority 1 for acquisition in
the US Department of the Interior Environmental Assessment
tor proposed additions to San Francisco Bay National Wildlife
Retuge.  Bair [sland includes the largest remaining unprotected
wetland area in the San Francisco Day Estuarine System. Be-
cause over 82% of the System's wetlands have already been lost
to urbanization it is crucial that Bair Island be protected.

2, Bair Island includes existing and potential prime habi-
tat for the California Clapper Rail. The addition of Bair Island
to the National Wildlite Retuge could very well be the last and
onty chance for the survival of this Endangered Species.  Bair
Island also provides important habitat for the endangered Sait
Marsh Harvest Mouse, the Calitornia Least Tern, the Peregrine
Falcon, the Brown Pelican, and tor numerous species of con-
cern. This rich area provides nesting and/or forage for 82 spe-
cies of waterbirds and 44 species of landbirds, and home for 13
species of mammals, 28 species of marine estuaring inverte-
brates, 63 species of fish, 28 species of flowering plants, and 13
species of grasses according to the Bair Island Environmental
Inventory done by San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory in 1988.
3. Bair Island is actually comprised ot three islands,
Outer, Middle and Inner, with a total area of approximately
3,500 acres. Approximately 1100 acres are threatened and need
to be acquired for addition to the Refuge. Outer Bair and Mid-
die Bair are sheltered from urban intrusion by wide and deep
tidal channels and are thus extremely valuable as sensitive wild-
life habitat. Inner Bair is easily accessible to the public and is
presently very popular with joggers and hikers. This island is
well suited for a nature interpretive center and trails and further
serves to buffer the sensitive outer islands.

4. Historically Bair Island was entirely composed of tidal
marsh. in the 1940s most of the area was diked and removed
from tidal action tor the commercial purpose of solar salt pro-
duction.  Salt production was discontinued in 1965 and the area
was planned for urban development. Since that time some of
the dikes on Outer and Middle Bair have been naturally
breached, allowing the resumption of tidal action and the conse-
quent restoration of biological activity in the affected areas;

(Continued on Page Three)
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(Continued from Page Two)

TE! however, most of the diked

areas have been maintained in
an artificially dry and
ecologically unproductive state. The natural recovery of the
breached-dike areas demonstrates that the probability of
successtul restoration of the degraded areas ot Bair Island to
biological productivity is very high and the probable cost of
doing so is very low. The principal actions required are the
breaching of existing dikes and the installation of tidal gates in
some areas to mute tidal range until hydration, siltation, and
biological regeneration can repair the effects of decades of
environmental abuse.
S, There is strong regional support for the inclusion of Bair
island in the San Francisco Bay National Wildlite Refuge. A
proposal for the urban development of Bair Island was detfeated
by a citizens, referendum in 1982, Since that time public
awareness of the value of wetlands to the quality ot life in the
San Francisco Bay region has increased manifold. In a letter
dated April 28, 1994, ten members of the Bay Area
Congressional delegation urged the US Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) to acquire Bair Island for addition to the
refuge, and on December 61 1994, the San Mateo County Board
ot Supervisors passed a resolution (#58983) supporting such
action. Today Bair Island is owned by the Japanese company,
Kumagai Gumi of Tokyo. whose local representative is KG
Land Califormia/Redwood Shores Inc., San Mateo, CA.
0. Besides furthering the broad goals of the National Wildlite
Refuge System, acquisition of Bair island would serve several
other highly useful societal functions, i.e.. the improvement of
water and air quality, provision of flood control and storm surge
abatement, the reduction of siltation in navigable channels, and
the prevention of new demands on the Bay Area’s already
overburdened transportation and water supply systems.
7. The referendum which saved Bair Island from urban
development in 1982 served as a catalyst for the citizens' effort
which culminated in the passage of legislation in 1988
authorizing the expansion of the San Francisco Bay National
Wildlife Retuge (PL 100-356). It is now appropriate that Bair
island be acquired for inclusion in that Refuge.
8. Bair Island is the only portion of the west side of San
Francisco Bay that has potential to be restored in our lifetimes.
The lands north of Bair Island have been developed for urban
uses. The lands south of Bair island are active salt evaporator
ponds. Only Bair Island is both easily protected from predators
and easily restorable to high quality salt marsh habitat at
minimum cost.

And now a word about our sponsors and other friends...

The conservation committee has been struggling for sev-
eral months to achieve its communications goal of acquiring a
FAX machine and PC on-line service for SAS. Recently, con-
servation committee member Leslie Flint broke the standstill
when she generously whipped out her checkbook and sent me
off in pursuit of a Fax/copier machine! (A portion of the bill
will be reimbursed by our California State oftice with moneys
received trom an oil spill mitigation settlement.) Francis
Toldi, our Secretary and Presidential nominee realized that his
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company was upgrading a computer system in the office and
persuaded them that SAS could still travel many miles on the
information superhighway with their older system (let's ear it
for upgrades!).

Rich Kuehn and Dean Schuler (V.P, and program direc-
tor, respectively) are sponsoring a year's subscription to an on-
line service. And Rich donated some software and waved his
magic wand over the system and finally got it to produce thoge
funny sounds that mean you are on-line. Unfortunately, we
quickly jumped oft-line due to a glitch in the system software,
which will have to be re-installed before our e-mail address can
function. Rich and Robin Smith (education chair) contributed
money for an internal modem, which, believe-it-or-not, I in-
stalled myvselfltapplavse). 1 realize that | am now a newhie. 1
have also installed a new phone line and will take care of the
monthly charges. The copy cartridges, FAX paper and hookup
charge for the on-line provider was made possible by a generous
donation from conservation committee members Bob and May
Blossom Wilkinson. And the ongoing charges tor future action
alerts have been sponsored by several SAS members who re-
sponded to our action alert subscription plea, mcluding D. Wil-
liam, S. Kitzer and G.B. Wood.

This was not an easy transition, and I'd like to extend a
hearty "Thank You!" to all who helped us become more effi-
cient and up-to-date. We can now exchange information with
our new Calitornia State office, numerous environmental or-
ganizations that we work with, and legislators | with greater
speed and lower cost. .

If you would like conservation committee updates and ac-
tion alerts via e-mail or FAX, please note the address and num-
ber below. As of this writing. we are not back on-line yet, but
the FAX machine is going strong.

FAX# (415) 712-8571
¢-mail sequoia @ sirius.com

And More Electronic Stuff

The Needles has also done some upgrading. We too have
fax capabtlity - but its a little more complicated to use - and we
now have a scanner so that we can input photos and drawings.

To fax anything to the Needfes, you have to call first so
that your editor can switch his phone and computer over to fax
capability. Then you hang up. wait a few minutes, call again
and send your fax.

As for scanning, we're still learning how to use the full ca-
pabilitv of our setup. So far most of the color photos we've
scanned have come out too dark to reproduce well, but we're
still experimenting. On the other hand, Eileen's article and the
handout tfrom the Friends of Redwood City scanned with only
minor corrections required. (Several of the corrections were
mis-spellings on the handout, not scanning problems.) Black
and white line drawings also reproduce well as is evidenced by
the one below.

The Osprey
has a taxonomic tamily all to itself. Although
closely related to both hawks and eagles, it is
neither. Tt is one of only a few birds that are
found worldwide on every continent except
Antarctica.
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Audubon
and the ESA

John Mc Caull
California Legislative Director
On December 14, 1995, the Califor-

nia Legislative Affairs Progrant took a po-
sition of 'opposc unlcss amended” on a
package of amendments to the California
Endangered Species Act (CESA).  Al-
though I represented both the National
Audubon Socicty and the 54 affiliated
California chapters in two years of ncgo-
tiations with other stakcholders. the final
package of changcs to CESA was simply
unacceptable to Audubon's conscrvation
lcadership in California.

The Endangered Species Act repre-
scnts the core public policy agenda of
Audubon. Qur organization's focus on
birds. wildlifc and habitat require that we
clearly define our position on the future of
both state and federal endangered specics
laws, especially in a time of constant. hos-
tilc attack.

As a result of our exhaustive review
of the CESA proposal. we have taken the
first steps towards defining Audubon’s vi-
sion of a revised and strengthened endan-
gered species program in California. This
mcmo outlines the basic scope of the ne-
gotiations. the preconditions that Audu-
bon is insisting upon for our support of a
CESA reform package and some good
ncws on our high priority fegislation
(SB 1751 [Marks]).

A. Why Were We In Negotiations?

The negotiations over the California
ESA began in carnest in the Summer of
1994 after a serics of competing bills to
reform the California Endangered Species
Act (CESA) were introduced in the state
legislature. The National Audubon Soci-
cty. the Planning & Conscrvation Leaguc.
the Sierra Club and the California Native
Plant Socicty) succceded in defeating or
holding any legislation which we felt
would weaken the California ESA. This
victory had a price however. At the urg-
ing of leaders in the State Senate. our or-
ganivzations spent many hours discussing
consensus based changes to CESA with
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representatives from a broad industry coa-
lition including umber. oil. farming. de-
velopment and local government interests.

Our goal was 10 get the business
community to the table. and move bevond
the "repeal the ESA" rhetoric and sce if
we could actually solve some of CESA's
implementation problems to the satisfac-
tion of all sides. A package of reforms
was initially agreed to. but the agreement
fell apart in the last davs of the 1994 leg-
islative session due to resistance within
the timber industry and other busincss
groups.

After a similar legislative stalemate
in 1995. and the defeat of Governor Wil-
son's SB 131 in May 1995, roughly the
samce group rccomvened fast vear (o try Lo
devcelop a package of reforms to CESA.
Over Labor Dayv weckend. most of the ne-
goliating partics rcached agreement on a
substantial package of proposed amend-
ments. Time ran out. and the package
was not acted on before the 1993 session
adjourncd.

B. What Caused Audubon To Change
Our Position?

Because the CESA agreement had
not received widespread review within the
environmental community. and because of |
scrious questions over strategy and sub-
stance that were raised by political Icaders
and our collcagues in other groups. we
held a serics of brielings around the state
on the language and philosophy of the
CESA proposal.

Thesc inter-organizational mectings
were also paralleled by a serics of mect-
ings within Audubon to address the grow-
ing list of concerns with the language of
the proposal.

The result of three months of inten-
sive discussions within the environmental
community revealed a widespread dislike
ol both the dircction of the CESA pro-
posal and many of the actual provisions.
Although most of the criticisms were lev-
icd against specific parts of the proposal.
many also felt that we are now regaining
momentum on the federal level on ESA
rcauthorization and other issucs. and why
should wc compromisc now on CESA at
the state level?

Others expressed concerns that we
had failed to develop our boltom lings in
California on the ESA. and this had
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hindered the effectivencss of the proposal
once it "hit the streets". Others were ven
concerned that a split on CESA between
the two major grassroots groups working
on ESA issucs - the Sierra Club and
Audubon - would be quite destructive. and
ultimately counterproductive.

In mid-December. | informed my ne-
eotiating partners that Audubon could no
longer support the package as agreed to
back in Scptember. Audubon's California
Legaslative Affairs Steering Comunitice.
scveral chapter presidents. Dan Tavlor
our State Director and I came to a con-
sensus that there were too many problems
with the CESA proposal to continuc to
support it.

Eveny indication was that the Sierra
Club would have opposed the package if
mtroduced in 1996 lcaving the Planning
& Conscrvation League and the Califor-
nia Native Plant Society to carry it alone.
A decision was made in latc December by
all the environmental groups associated
with the Negotiations to withdraw support
for the package and not scck its introduc-
tiont as a bill i 1996,

C. Where Does This Leave Us?

Upon request. T will provide any in-
terested person with a basic synopsis of
the compromise proposal. and a summary
of the changes Audubon has suggested to
N~ the defects of the negotiated package.

Now that the 1996 legislative ses-
sion Is upon us. we arc taking a new ap-
proach. Rather than starting from the
negotiated compromise and trving to "fix
1" we have developed a legislative pro-
posal that clearly defines the conscrvation
improvements needed in CESA.

There were several major unresolved
issucs which were left off (or dropped off)
the negotiating, table in 1994 and 1995,
The Wilson Administration and the Cali-
fornia Attorney General have been ag-
gressively undermining the Sweethome
decision. issuing blatantly illegal "gen-
cral” take permits. and violating the law
in (he arca of incidental take permitting.
Unless and until these issucs are ade-
quately addressed i the legislature or in
court. we will have a very incomplete re-
form of CESA.

(Continued on Page Five)
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(Continued from Page Four)

REQUEST FOR CHAPTER ACTION

Along with the Sierra Club,
Audubon will be leading an effort over
the next several months to garner support
for 1751 (Marks) which amends CESA to
accurately reflect the priorities of our
chapters and grassroots activists in the
field.

On Tuesday, April 23, the Senate
Natural Resources Committee vored to
support SB 1751 on a 6-5 vote. We are
on our way'

SB 1751 will:

«  Uphold the Supreme Court's
Sweethome dcecision at the state level
to cnsurc that habitat 1s protected un-
der CESA's prohibition against the
"take"” of candidate. threatened or
endangered specics.

- Mandate that any permit for the

"lake" of a prolccted specics must in-

clude steps that will ensurc a "net

conscrvation benefit” for the species.

Strengthen California's Natural

Community Conscrvation Planning

(NCCP) Act to cnsurc that sweeping

"habitat coverage” plans in Southern

California for the coastal sage scrub

ccosystem do not lcave out science or

actual conscrvation benefits for the
specics that inhabit the land.

- For the first time, require recoven
plans for newly listed and previously
listed species under CESA.

-+ Provide a clcar sct of Icgal standards
for citizen enforcement of CESA's ba-
sic conservation standards.

SB 1751 will also complement an
effort at the federal level to introduce a
bill in Congress which will actually
strengthen the ESA,

¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢

Live, as it were, in trust. All that 1s
in you, all that you are, is only loaned to
you. Make use of it according to the will
of Him who lends it, but never repard it

. for a moment as your own.

Francois Fenelon

Sequoia Audubon Socicty

California Office
First to Form Under
Strategic Plan

A cornerstone of National Audu-
bon's new field office development pro-
gram will be the decentralization of
Audubon through the building of strong
and eftective state programs. This will
significantly enhance the partnership of
Audubon staft and volunteers working
together to chart the course of wildlife
conservation in the future. National
Audubon chapter leaders in California are
getting an up-close glimpse of the future
as they observe and participate in the first
Audubon field office formed under the
new Strategic Plan.

The California Field Office is now
about three months old, and ts making
some impressive strides toward imple-
menting the Strategic Plan. The Califor-
nia Office is headed by Executive
Director Dan Taylor. He isa 17 year vet-
eran of the Audubon staft, and has
worked closely with Audubon chapters
for many years on issues ranging trom the
campaign to protect Mono Lake to the
Ancient Forest Campaign.

The Calitornia Office is developing
an action plan to guide the work of the
field program that will:

. sharpen our focus on birds, other
wildlife, and their habitats;
. invest in our distinctive system of

grassroots chapters; and
. use education and advocacy as the
primary tools to achieve our mission.

Audubon's Strategic Plan calls for
implementing specific changes that will
place the Society in a better posttion to
protect habitats for birds and wildlife in
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states across the country. In California,
Audubon is building on the strengths it
possesses, and making significant
changes in how work is done in order to
better reflect its Strategic Plan.

The primary focus of the California
Field Office will be to work with local
chapters and state volunteers to
strengthen Audubon's capacity at the lo-
cal level. The California Ottice will have
the authority, the capacity, and the flexi-
bility to do what works best in that state.
Existing staft roles are being refocused to
fit the needs called for in the Strategic
Plan. These needs include: 1) grassroots
training and outreach, 2) fundraising, 3)
conservation policy, 4) communications,
5) education, and 0) sanctuary manage-
ment. An important product of the reor-

ganization is a much greater sense of
integration among all of National
Audubon's programs in the state.

A key element of the new field
otfice program is the:emphasis on
building pro-active, comprehensive
campaigns that channel the con-
servation energies of the organization
statewide, The objectives emerging
for California include: 1) restoring
critical riparian habitats for neotropi-

cal migratory birds and important interior
wetlands for other migratory birds:

2) conserving fragile and declining
coastal scrub habitats from rapid urbani-
zation; 3) preserving wetlands in the San
Francisco Bay Area; and 4) initiating an
education curriculum that promotes a cul-
ture of conservation,

There is much work to be done in
fully implementing this bold new vision
for Audubon 1n California, but so far,
chapter leaders are seizing the opportu-
nity to participate as full partners in creat-
ing this new Audubon that focuses on
birds, wildlife and habitat, and the out-
standing strength and capabilities of our
chapters.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Write: Dan Taylor, California Field
Oftice, NAS, 555 Audubon Place,
Sacramento, CA 95825;
Telephone: 916-481- 5332;
Internet: dtaylor( audubon.org.
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The Wander-
ing Tattler

Anne Moser
They walk on water!
They dance! They really

I was fortunate ¢nough to sce West-
crn Grebes doing their mating ritual while
visiting Clear Lake on April 13th this
vear. The Redbud Audubon Socicty ran
pontoon boat (rips during their "Heron
Days" celebration. The trip started at 9
AM and lasted unti! about 11:30. taking
us along Cache Creck and into Anderson
Marsh. [t was a sunny calm day/ We saw
Great Blue Herons on their nests. a pair of
Red-shouldered hawks on a nest and sev-
cral Green Herons flying by with their
orange-red feet noticcable. We did get
good looks at onc Green Heron standing
by the side of the creck. Scveral osprevs
and Doublc-crested Cormorants were
perched on snags. Coots were cvers -
where. The highlight of the trip. how-
cver. was seeing a pair of grebes moving
their necks back and forth. then rising up
on their feet and dancing in unison across
the water. It was like a ballet. Their
grace was breathtaking. In all. we saw
five different patrs dancing at various
timcs.

The Redbud Audubon Socicty will
be celebrating "Heron Days" againnc ¥ 7
year. 1 have a contact number if anyonc is
interested in attending

Odds & Ends from
Your Resident

Curmudgeon
Cliff Richer

Some of the morc observant of you
may have noticed that I have succumbed
to the popular style (among birders and
their ilk) of capitalizing bird namecs as
proper nouns. [ still feel its improper
graimmar. but this style is so widespread
that I was starting to feel like a Loncsome
Dove.

Another of my pet peeves for more
than thirty vears has been the usc (and
misuse) of the word environment. Since
the term environment mcans cverything
June, 1996

that surrounds you - good. bad or indif-
ferent - I've alwavs considered references
to cnvironmentalism. ¢cnvironmentalists
and the cnvironmeuntal movement as be-
ing meaningless. Even worse. most of the
people I've encountered who call them-
sclves environmentalists are among (he
least qualified and lcast knowledgeable
about the natural world and its workings..

Prominent among, these pscudo-
cnvironmentalists arc the "animal rights”
groups and "plant preservationisis” who
look upon Europcan Starlings. feral cats.
wild burros. red foxcs. cucalyptus and
pampas grass with the samc benign eve
that they cast upon our native specics.

Among the most well-known of
these are the humane socteties and some
of the wildlife rescue groups. They ac-
knowledge that they do not make "moral

judgments” and will expend the same

amount of carc on a starling as on a Spot-
ted Owl or Clapper Rail. They will atso
trap wild animals - particularly raccoons -
who hay ¢ become domestic pests and will
re-release them ito the wild. This posces
somic problems of 1ts own. They rarch
survey the areas mto which the amimals
will be released. The arca may already be
bevond its carrving capacity for raccoons
and they may be condemning the animal
to death by starvation or they may be con-
tributing (o the out-nmigration of other rac-
coons into urban and suburban neighbor-
hoods. Even worse. they may be intro-
ducing it into a habitat where other spe-
cies are already struggling (o survine
against natural and introduced predators.
Also. belore they release the animals the
rchabilitators inoculate them against ca-
nine distemper and other discases. This
removes onc of the nature's principal con-
trols on the population  Distcmiper is onc
of the few natural cnemics of the raccoon
and the skunk. The current ¢pidemic of
this discase sweeping Marin and some of
the other Bay arca countics is the natural
way that overpopulation of these species
is controlled.

As for thosc who dcfend introduced
specics: They just do not understand how
an ccological system comgs into being,
and how an introduced specics can wreak
havoc on that systcim. The system is de-
veloped over millions of vears. During
this time some species run amok and then
become extinct. Others fail to survive in

6

the cvolving syvstem and also become ex-
unct. What 1s Il 1s a scl-sustaining, svs-
tcm that can cope with the variations of
local weather and climate and in which its
resident and visiling species arc co-
dependent. Over the years it becomes a
balanced svstem. Mutations and changes
occur but within an evolutionary timeta-
ble. The other specics adapt to these
changes and a new balance is achicved.
When i totally new specics is introduced
1o the system. one of two things happen.
The most common is that the introduced
species cannot fit itscH within the system
and dics out. Most of our farm crops and
ornamental plants fall into this catcgory.
(17 they didn't our hills would be covered
with cotton plants. almond trees and blue
grass.) Unfortunately a few of the intro-
ducced species thrive in the new system
and come (o dominate it. As a result
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many of our htlts are covered with cuca-
Ixptus and pampas grass.

Nevertheless. despite its misuse, I've
finally (but retuctantly) come 10 accept the
view that the term environmentalist is ac-
ceptable when referring to thosc people
who are interested m the preservation and
restoration of the natural world. Bat that
docsn't mean that I'will aceept its misuse
and mis-application by the media. the
"wisc usc” people or the conservative pun-
dits of talk radio.

And finally. onc of my other pet
peeves is the so-called "paperless” revolu-
tion. It scems to me that the increased
use of computers - which was supposed to
have decrcased the need for using paper -
has actually resulted in the generation of
millions of pages of uscless (and unread)
reports. press relcases and junk matl that
clog our wastebaskets and landfills.

Sce vou in the fail!

Sequoia Audubon Society
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...And Some FEditorial Comments

Letters To The Editor

Redwood City
April 14, 1990

I rcad with interest the letter from
Mr. Richer titled "Environmentally fncor-
rect Thinking". Obviously Mr. Richer
has taken a wrong tack. 1 do not usc a
shower head with a ffow restrictor -
rather. one which can be turncd off with
the push of a button. then take a "Navy
shower” : wet down, turn ofT waler. soap
up. turn on water and rinsc off.* 1 also
did a simple experiment. | put the plug in
the tub then took my shower. The water
in the tub did not rcach to the
back of the tub - probably less
than two or three gallons.

Three or four vears age. |
had to replace my forty-vear-old
totlet. I replaced 1t with & modecl
that takes 1.5 gallons per flush. |
rarcly (not one time in twenty)
have to flush a sccond time,

Sincerely.
Franklin W. Rumncy

* also 100k Tnavy showers”
during the drought. but could not
convince the other members of the
Jamily to folloye my example.

---Cliff Richer:

April 9. 1996
La Honda. CA

I would like to conuncnt on CLlT
Richer's article in the April edition of the
Sequoia Needles. 1ive alone and have a
1.6 gallon toilet. a low-flow shower head
and an instant water heater. I have no
problcm with my appliances and very sel-
dom have had to flush my toilet twice. |
usc about 800 gallons of water a month*
and my total utility bill is about $30.
Prior to installing a swimming pool last
vear it was around $3 1 monthly.

Successful cnergy conservation. like
successful weight management. requires a
change in lifestvle. Ttake Gl showers and
collect this water while it is getting hot in
a 5 gallon plastic bucket for subsequent
usc in flushing the toilet. 1 have no trou-
ble getting the soap out of my hair. but
then I have to admit I don't have as much

Sequoia Audubon Socicty
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hair as T used to. Perhaps using less
shampoo would help. Sincerely
Jeft Hanson
* 1 checked iy old swater bills and
dic the conversion from cubic yvards to
gallons. [ jound that [ had consistently
used lexs than SO0 gallons a month except
wheir one particular daughter tived at
home. During the period [ checked we
had frou two 1o four people living in the

louse --Cliff Richer)

Redwood City
April 15, 1990
You nced a good proof-reader --
right on the front page in column onc is a
elaring mistake to this retired school
(cacher. "Dr. English belicves their is

"l

room

We live in Palomar Park and have
scen very [ew birds at all this spring. Wce
keep the bird bath filled and the bird
feeder. 1oo. butl have scen very few birds!”

Too bad. I miss them.

Sincerely
Irene Kendall

"1The Needles is exsentially a "one-
man show” - mine - when it comes to pro-
duction, and as the old axion goes, "the
writer is his oswwn worst proof-reader.”
IWhen they have time - which is not ofien -
Terri Simpson and Anne Moser will do
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some proofing aind perform instant cor-

rections. [ sincerely appreciate their ef-
Jorts as they keep me from looking more
stupid than usual. Be glad vou don't see

the errvors they catch!

“Our wet winter is probably the big-
gest reason why you're not seeing more
hirds at vour jeeder and hird bath. There
is lots of natural food around and there
are more natural waler sources than in
dry vears,  Most feeder birds are vear-
round residents and should not be subject
1o the conditions that lave caused redie-

tions in migrant populations.

--- Cliff Richer)

...And A Final
Note On Envi-
ronmentally In-

correct Thinking

Cliff Richer

I did the April article partially
i frustration and partially tonguc
in cheek. Nevertheless. its always
amazing to me when [ find anvone
that rcads anvthing I have wrtiten.

Since that article. T have been
informcd by a plumbcr friend that
not all low-flow toilets arc cqual
and that some ol the lower cost
oncs are poorly designed and perform
poorly. 1 havc also found that this appli-
ancc's performance has improved mark-
cdly since the city of South San Francisco
did somc mysterious things under the
street outside. 1t still isn't as good as my
old full flow toilct (modificd with water
dams to reduce it to a 1.5 gallon capacity)
but it is markedly better than it was last
March. Inany casc. I am an apartment
dweller and am not about to replace it
with a better model at my own expense.
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A Vancouver. B.C birder, excited
about spotting a hawk outsidc his win-
dow. went rushing out with his binoculars
- but little else. He was arrcsted and con-
victed of appearing nude in public. ¢"But
it was a lifer. your Honor "y (A "buns”
rap?) (s the Brits sav, " Killer look” )
(Create your own comnient. )

June, 1996



Don't Forget The Proposed By-Law Change...

previously approved by the Board of Directors. This change will be presented for approval of the members m June. The proposed
changes are in bold-face type.

"Article VI - Officers. | The officers of the Society shall be a President, a Vice-president, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and such other
ofticers as the Board of Directors may designate. Two or morc individuals may sharce a single office, if so ¢lected by the mem-
hers of the Society. The officers shall be elected at the annual meeting of members for a term of one (1 vear, or until a successor
shall be selected.  Vacancies occurring shall be filled for the remainder of the term by the Board of Directors”
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Sequoia NEEDLES s published monthiy except in January, Julv and August. Members are encouraged to submit material to be published m the NEEDLES. "The deadline
for the submussion of matertals ix the first day ol the month preceding publication. These may be orzinal articles original artwork or cartoons. or uncopyrighted material
lorm other sources. Items dealing with conservation issues must be submitted to the Conseryation Committee prior to pubhicition

Information for all otticers and chairpersons should be maifed to 30 West 39th Ave. Swite 2020 San Mateo, CA V034361 Please send RENEWAL MEMBERSHIPS
dircetly to National Audubon in the envelope accompanving your renewal notice

Please send LATE RENEWALS or NEW MENMBERSIHIPS through Sequota Audubon Socicty 1o msure contiminty of nevwsletter or magasme subscriptions

OFFICERS STANDING COMMITTEES
President Julia Mandevitle O8Y-895] ACR THosting, Juha NMandeville PASEON
Past President Anne Moser 3241718 Audit e
Vice-president Richard Kuchn 591-4380 Christmas Count AFDiN o Dan Kdler. R .Smith / A
Seeretary Francis Toldi 341919 Conseryatyon Fileen Jennis-Sauppe 720-1081
Treasurer Debbie Frants S7T1-6739 Fducation Robm Snuth P23-3300
DIRECTORS Lreld Trips-Weehday - Niek Conro REVEERR
Ferm ending 96 Shirlev Higuera SOS.21RT Weekends Judi Spitler ERRERIEN
Tona Tuke 340-1855 NEEDLES V. ditor Chitt Richar RS IR
Term ending ‘97 Fileen Jenmis-Sauppe 726-1081 Circulation Vdior Sue Consine 3T085K RARE BIRD ALERT
Tom Vanden-Bosch  369-8305 Programs Dean Schular SOT-4380
Term ending ‘98 Robin Smith 325-3306 Publivin Ann L opa 3439570 To Report
ChHI Richer 873-1754 \Membership (51C) 528-0288
Finance Budget Rick Dawrd STLA067 Daly Sightings
STAFF Terrt Simpson 345-3724 Hospitahty Norny Haveman P42 140 \\ (510) 524-5592
= . -~ SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY NON-PROFIT ORG.
We Invite vour membership in the National . 30 West 39th Avenue, #202 U.S.POSTAGE PAID

Audubon Society & SAS. To join, please complete  San Mateo, CA 94403-4561
and mail this form with payment to SAS, 30 West
39th Ave., #202, San Matco, CA 94403
0 National Audubon Seciety Membership
New Members — $20 Members receive
Audubon Magazine and the NEEDLES. Make checks
pavable to National Audubon Society.
[d  Needles subscription only . $13 for Y issucs
O  Donation: SAS appreciates vour tax-deductible
donation which helps fund the chapter's education.
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