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This Month's Program ......., 
Valerie Layne began working as ~-~ 

From Your President 
Julia Mandeville 

1 a volunteer of the San Francisco Bay ';} ,1 A~ 
Bird Observatory while still in The House of Representatives followed the action of the 
school. After graduation she joined United States Senate and passed mandate relief legislation during the first 
SFBBO's staff as a wildlife biologist. week of February. House Resolution 5 was passed on an overwhelming vote 

One of the Observatory's most 
important functions during Valerie's entire involve­
ment with it has been the study of the nest sites 
among the wetlands and salt ponds of the South Bay. 
Always an important to the nesting of stilts and avo­
cets, the South Bay has recently become a major nest 
site for California ,._, 
gulls as well. 

Valerie will 
present a program 
based on the 
SFBBO's Colonial 
Breeding Birds 

•
tudy involving 

lliese and other 
species. 

Hwy.IOI 

April's Program 

Hwy. 
112 

April is Audubon month. Jill Shirley, our Na­
tional Audubon Western Region Representative, will 
present the main program on "Highlights of the 
Western Region." Audubon Canyon Ranch will also 
make a short presentation. 

Nom Com Announces 
New Slate Of Officers 

Anne Moser, Sue Cossins and Bob Wilkinson­
your 1995 Nominating Committee has had an easy 
job this year. Despite her earlier indication that she 
would be stepping down this year, Debbie Frantz has 
decided to stay on as Treasurer. All other officers 
and directors had previouslY indicated their desire to 
stay on for another term 

• President 
Vice-president 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Directors 

Sequoia Audubon Sodrty 

Julia Mandeville 
Rich Kuehn 
Debbi Frantz 
Francis Toldi 
Robin Smith 
Cliff Richer 

of360 to 74. The Senate passed its version ofthe reliefbill on a vote of86 
to 10. The measures will now go to a conference committee where the differ­
ences will be worked out. At this point, differences appear to be minor and 
the White House has indicated strong support for the measure. The final ver­
sion approved by the conference committee and sent to the President for sig­
nature will be numbered as Senate I (Kempthorne, R-IW). 

S.l will: 

I. Require the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) to prepare a 
cost estimate of any legislation considered after 1/1/96 which imposes more 
than $50 million annual in costs to state, local or tribal governments. This 
may significantly restrict the environmental monitoring and clean-up legisla­
tion and reauthorization legislation (e.g., for the Endangered Species Act). 

2. Mandates over the $50 million limit which are not funded will 
be optional unless funding is provided. 

3. The present version of S.l does not include legislation protecting 
the environment as an exception .. 

This bill is only one example of the efforts ofthe new Congressional 
leadership to implement the "Contract with America." While we understand 
the burdens imposed upon local governments by mandates form the state and 
federal governments, we believe that relief from unfunded mandates should 
not be accomplished through the weakening of laws protecting the environ­
ment. This is especially so, because local governments, such as cities and re­
gional agencies are often the most effective agencies in preventing 
environmental damage before it occurs. 

The Sequoia Audubon Board of Directors has asked me to urge our mem­
bers to write, telephone, telegraph and/or "internet" (I know its not a verb) 
our Congressional representatives, the President and the Congressionallead­
ero;hip with concerns about S.l. Our Congressional representatives have a 
good track record on environmental matters, but they need to know of our 
support. Communicate with the President and the Congressional leadership, 
telling them that S.l should contain an exclusion for laws protecting the 
environment. 

Our conservation chair, Bob Wilkinson, has written another article on 
legislative activities. During the rest of 1995, we will remind you of the 
Board's concern with specific items pending in the legislature. We trust that 
you will take the time to make your opinion known. 

D D D D D D D D 
"My perspective is that we weren't managing that resource (Mono Lake) 

very well. It's been a learning experience for us, albeit not a pleasant one. 
We're changing the way we look at all water as a resource. 

---Mike Gage, President, Los Angeles Dept. of Water & Power 
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Calendar 
March 

THURSDAY, MARCH 2- BOARD MEETING at the 
Sequoia Audubon Office at 7:30PM. All members wel­

come. Please call ahead to be sure there will be room. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 7- COYOTE POINT FIELD TRIP. A special week 
day field trip to explore the birds and environmental assets of this very special 
area. the trip will begin at 9:00 AM at the lower end of the museum parking 
lot near the picnic tables. Ram cancels the trip. 

LEADER: NICK COTRO 149-1834 

THURSDAY, MARCH 9- GENERAL MEETING featuring Valerie 
Layne of the San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory on their Colonial Breeding 
Birds Study. Meeting begins at 7:10PM with the program at 8:00. At the 
San Mateo Garden Center un the Alameda at Parkside. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 12- 1 HE ECOLOGY OF PESCADERO MARSH. 
Pcscadcm Marsh docen<.s John and Nina Padley lmc "their" marsh and will 
•;hare its complexities and ~·xrs1s hi!h u:; This i•; a multi-faceted field trip 
whir;h ,,, ill deal witP ail of the marsh's c~osvstcm. Bm. of course. 
•in;:;c Pl:scadcm 1Vlarsh IS om: cf'th· pn::micr hirdmg spots tn the COtlilty. bird­
('f~ "'~l:'d nn; l>;lrf' thai tiKll in:n•.:st<; will be C\Crlookc:d The •rcn!hcr mm he 
. nld ·~il' \\am: depending on f(w ;•nd wind conditions. ·;n be pn:parcd ;teuHd · 

0ovl'-. an., rcn•mmcndcd "'':l w8lk ing wd: l:oc relativclv cas: nnd on 
t~~\{-j ~~radl"""' \Ve VdH n:~,~,;~ ;~~ ~) 00 ,.~~tit ~n lhc firSlf'·arl-:.ing lnl son~h ofthl 

News From 
Our Ranch 

Dan Murphy • 

BOB CONRATH: I'm sad 
to report the loss of our very 

good friend and former president, Bob Conrath. 
Bob was a leader of ACR when I first joined the 
Board. He helped acquaint me with the inner 
workings of ACR and was one of several role 
models who helped me develop my appreciation 
for the Ranch. He was the ACR president in 
1983-84 and subsequently served as a board mem­
ber and advisor. Bob \\as the kind of guy who 
really made an impres~10n. He was a birder. a 
world traveler, one of the most knowledgeabk 
people I ever met abow world affairs and he had a 
marvelously wry humo, His counsel was re­
spected. his friendship 1·alued and h1s 10\ e for nil­
lure and his fellow man unquestioned. P0b >\a~; 
not only a friend ACR vill mi'iS bu: a man »h·::· 
will be missed by C\'Cfl Htc whose LH.:s he 'n>ld:;,;d 

NJBU(' SE:J\SO~.Y H~ W;'\~S MARCH i&: i1 s 
th<lt tinv.: Z!i'Zllli V;ith .. ;; tlic rain the hills WI': :.<C 

;'.L:uwr lh;u, 'rci;;r;d be earlrcst wildilo'-'C'" \\l'l 
be m bloom and th~ bii'l~ \\in be in. The !~<:r'n' 
arrived h the· end of L.mary and the egrets '>\IH 
c.crt<!!HIY [!(· \\:dmg fOI 0m first \'lSltors. The • 
:r;nl-; \'>ili sl:ll be :1lti1i dam~, b<1! !he tukJHg h;ii 

he: grt..::H 

HOST!NG ;,. 1 THE h(;UNAS LAGOU"" 
q~ .. 2'1iS-l f'Rt:~fRVi<~: Our ::U! ,H.Jrtlng chapter'' h:•' ~ l. · · 

l!Pnall\ P'''\ JdcJ lh;~!' ,.Jr the Ranch dunn:,- th~, 

~,;nta t L~: \ ,~H~:\ -= f:-1 ·' ·,,,,\ , ; ·., ''pnnh-~
1

, blrd~~i·· .. , tu·~. t!1ay he t!Joj:1! 
1,-,·t<:;r.. ~~t\ .<:~ '\ , "\ -'. • ;:n;h ~.·:~ Ha;,\: a ,:~ldB~.-~: tc Jct;nn to this supLrt: 

:,·1\ uf il;!t>itab \I 1!1 pmJt•,;c gn :!;;nd •.:·1k \HX\:.JJ.H,l' :wei \' CUand spc<..iCS. 
L:l\\ iCHC< \ f.Oltifind·::~ ,Jf'(; ll>c~ J!:i< !i,;;,: Wid lh1<. !', ;; •\r:li Kl!(J\~ ll SpOI for carl\ 
mir.rau:s To gt't 1hcn: u~.c !h:. U:i setnh. pa~.: the Hv.! I~ junuion and 
ic;kc thc Ll..h1m Rnck A\c i·:;'i c.-:it Voliow tlw, for :1boui -1 mile<; and tum 
right on l\U. Hamilton ((<~.i:J ;Hwy. l ~0) foHov. :\It Hamilton Road 7-9 miles 
until you see the cnt1ancc 10 Grants Randt County Park . Go past the entrance 
about 100 yards to the Halls Valley Parking area on the left Meel in this 
parking area at 8:30AM. There is a $3 entrance fee. 

publ1~· sc;ls(n, \\c :,·;n: •ca!h usc _\·our hdp <:·. ;~ 

\\C~kcnJ Lost. i'>unn.~. he pd~t :)C\·cr:!l :car:-. .-\t ;. 

1 ins i::w qunc ;: bll oi ,, :~Jhlc gcttme; cnv!igh IZ'•' 

:.nh~CIS I('! liH;., \•,l Ill· •Ortan: JC•b w,; nccG ii>;•:, 

lor cacll and (.'\en 1', c::. end ol our publ1c ss:c,nn 
between ~vl;;rch !X iiil,; :ul\ It>. St:quoia Autlv 

bon will pro .... idc hosi' fot· all weekend dates 
dudn~ Ma~ and on fh,(y 29. ff~ou cannot mak'· 
1l at that time but wan1 o host call/he f<ancll at 
X6X-9472. 

STlJDY VOUJNTEERS NEEDED: This i~: the 
fifth year of our Harbor Seal Census/Disturbance 
Study We need volunt~.:ers who can make a com­
mitment of at least five sessions of 4-5 hours each. 
Our North Bay Counties Heron/Egret Project is 
also in its fifth year. \\ e continue to need field ob-

LEADER ALAN THOMAS 408-265-9286 servers who can make a minimum 4 day commit­

ment between March and June. Call Mary Ellen 
King (707-537-1546) to volunteer for the seal 
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study and John Kelly (663-8203) for the heron • 
study. 

Sunday, March 5 is the Spring Work Day at the 
Bolinas Preserve. 

March, 1995 



From The 
Conservation 

Committee 

Remember Earthdayl 
April 22, 1995 

San Bruno Mountain Habitat Conserva­
tion Plan Forum: The first Habitat Conserva­
tion Plan in the country was the San Bruno 
Mountain Plan, adopted in 1982 as a compro­
mise to allow development on the mountain in 
areas with endangered species. What has hap­
pened in the intervening 13 years? Are the goals 
of the Plan being met? What does the future 
hold? 

These and other questions will be addressed 
at a public forum on Saturday, March 11 at the 
Brisbane Community Center, 250 Visitation 
Avenue in Brisbane. The forum is scheduled to 
begin at 9:30AM and last until 12:30 PM. 

The Republican Contract with America's 
Environment: Was the election "mandate" a 
vote to set aside the environmental protections 
which have been built up over decades? Public 
polls don't support that notion. One of the top 

a five spending priorities selected by the public is 
'W to help the enviroment. (Crime, education, 

health and drug addiction are the other four.) 

In the face of this support for environ­
mental spending the Republican Contract for 
America calls for crippling the enforcemnt of 
both anti-pollution laws and the Endangered 
Species Act as well as eliminating funds for 
habitat acquisition. 

The most revolutionary element is the in­
tention of changing the historical interpretation 
of personal property rights. Property owners 
would be entitled to be compensated for any 
diminution of property values as a result of 
changes in governmental environmental regula­
tions. Stateand local governments would no 
longer be required to comply with the Clean Wa­
ter Act, the Clean Air Act or the Endangered 
Species Act unless the federal government pays 
in full for the costs. 

All environmental clean up funding in the 
defense base conversion programs would be 
eliminated although these defense bases are 
among the most heavily polluted areas in the 
country, 

- Let your elected representatives know how 
you feel about this! 

Sequoia Audubon Society 

Calendar 
(Continued from Page Three) 

April 

THURSDAY, APRIL 6- BOARD MEETING at the Sequoia Audubon Of­
fice at 7:30PM. All members welcome. Please call ahead to be sure there will 
be room. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 8- SAN BRUNO MOUNTAIN FIELD TRIP- Mac 
MacCormick, an accomplished birder with the Golden Gate Audubon Society, 
the author of the San Bruno Mountain Checklist and of the chapter on San 
Bruno Mountain in our soon-to-be-published update of San Francisco Penin­
sula Birding, is our leader on this trip. More details in next month's 
NEEDLES. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 13 -GENERAL MEETING- IT'S AUDUBON 
MONTH! Jill Shirley of National Audubon and the staff of Audubon Canyon 
Ranch tell us about their organizations. Meeting begins at 7:30PM with the 
program at 8:00. At the San Mateo Garden Center on the Alameda at Parkside. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 16 - MINES ROAD FIELD TRIP- Cliff Rieber's annual 
four county birding excursion. We'll meet at 8:30AM on Mines Road, just be­
yond the intersection with Tesla Road, east of Livermore. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 23- VERBA BUENA NURSERY FIELD TRIP- The 
variety of habitat and plantings at this popular nursery provides a home for an 
amazing variety and number of birds. The nursery welcomes birders to its pub­
lic areas at all times. Let Dan Keller show you its fine points. Meet at 9:00 
AM in the nursery parking lot. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 29 -JASPER RIDGE FIELD TRIP- Louise Fletcher 
once again coordinates our annual field trip to this Stanford University pre­
serve. This is a "reservations only" trip. Call the office (345-3724) to make 
your reservations. Details on time and meeting place in next month's 
NEEDLES. 

---- -----1 From The Board 
Meeting of February 2. 1995 •··.········••·•···•·•·•·.---~>r<•·······. 

./ 6 } •.•• 

>•········· < J 
The Conservation Committee reported on the increas­

ingly anti-environmental federal government and the need 
for members to write letters to legislators and to newspapers. 

The Nomination Committee reported that it had completed its task and 
prepared a slate of officers and directors to present to the membership. 

The Board invited the President and Executive Director of Audubon Can­
yon Ranch to attend the April Board of Directors meeting. 

Birdathon Planning is underway, ably headed this year by Rick Baird. 

* 
"Old men give good advice to console themselves for no longer being 

able to set a bad example." ----Francois Due de La Rochefoucauld 

"Old women, too" ----Your Politically Correct Editor 

3 



30 W 39th Avenue #202_ San Mateo_ CA 94403 
~\\.\"«!~:_ (415) 345-3724 

SPRING 1995 SAS BIRDSEED SALE --- ORDER FORM 
ALL ORDERS WITH PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY APRIL 19TH!! 

Proceeds support local Audubon conservation and education programs 

Please check preferred pickup location. Pickup llates will be April 27-30, 1995 with details to be allvised later. 

Osan Bruno 0Burlingame 0Belmont 0Half Moon Ba~ 

0Pacifica Osan Mateo 0Atberton 

AUDUBON WILD BIRD MIX ..................... 20 lb@ $ 8.00 /bag 
red & white millet plus black oil sunflower 

RED/WHITE MILLET MIX ....................... 20 lb@ $ 8.00 /bag 

BLACK OIL SUNFLOWER ........................ 25 lb@ $15.00 /bag 

WHITE PROSO MILLET ........................... 25 lb@ $10.00 /bag 

THISTl .. E ...................................................... 25 lb@ $38. 00 /bag 
5 Ib @ $ 9. 00 /bag 

SUNFLOWER CHIPS.................................. 25 lb@ $31. 00 /bag 
STOCK UP FOR SUMMER~ 

#BAGS 

---- ~-~-

-~- ·----

~- --·--

-- ---~~-

THE NEXT SEED SALE WON'T BE HELD UNTIL LATE OCTOBER~ 

SALES TAX IS INCLUDED IN ALL PRICES ABOVE 

Contribution to Sequoia Audubon Society (tax deductible) 

CHECK# TOTAL 

$--COST--S 

---~--

Please enclose a stampell self-alldressed envelope to receive your order confirmation and directions to your pickup location. 

Name 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--

Address 
----------~~~---~~~~ 

City ~---------Zip~----
Phone (Home) (Work) ____ ~ 

Sequoia Audubon Society 

A local chapter of the National Audubon Society 

Recycled Paper 

4 

Mail your check and order to 

SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY 

30 West 39th Avenue, Suite 202 

San Mateo, CA 94403 

March, 1995 
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SPECIES 

ed throated Loon 
Pacrf1c Loon 
Common Loon 
P1e-b1lled Grebe 
Horned Grebe 
Red-necked Grebe 
Eared Grebe 
Western Grebe 
Clark's Grebe 
Northern Fulmar 
Sooty Shearwater 
Short-tailed Shearwater 

Shearwater ,sooty/short-tarled 

cs 
41 
75 
4') 

92 
3.? 

26 
1/3 

33 

Black-vented Shearwater 11 
Brown Pelican 262 
Double-crested Cormorant 230 
Brandts Cormorant B5 
Pelagrc Cormorant 116 
American Bittern () 
Great Blue Heron 44 
Great Egret 40 
Snowy Egret 108 
Cattle Egret 
Black-crowned Nrght-heron 1 ~ 

Greater White-fronted Goose 
Brant 48 
canada Goose 2~~8 

Green-winged Teal 476 
Green-wrnged Teal (Euras1an race 1 
Mallard 505 
Northern Prntarl 30 1 
Cinnamon Teal 
Northern Shoveler 436 
Gadwall 43 
Eurasran Wtgeon 4 
Amertcan Wtgeon 495 
Canvasback 1771 
Redhead 5 
Ring-necked Duck 76 
Greater Scaup 648 
Lesser Scaup 1198 

Scaup Spec1es 17032 
Harlequin Duck 0 
Oldsquaw 
Black Seater 1 
WMe-winged Scoter 82 
Surf Scoter 1112 
Common Goldeneye 
BarrcrWs Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 
Hooded Merganser 
Common Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Ruddy Duck 
Turkey Vulture 

927 
21 

852 
70 

53 
1827 

23 

AN 
68 

210 
27 
28 
11 

1 
30 

160 
7 

17 
4 

2 
15 

6 
1322 

49 
288 
187 

1 
11 

7 
17 

15 
0 

30 

64 
4 

15 
41 
30 

0 
24 
36 

25 
34 

5 
0 

113 
411 

20 
0 

37 
6 

11 
94 
26 

1994 CHRISTMAS COUNT RESULTS 

SPECIES cs 
prey 

Whrte-ta1led Krte 26 
Bald Eagle 1 
Northern Harner 36 
Sharp--shinned Hawk 13 
Coope(s Hawk 17 

Accipiter, spectes· 1 
Red-shouldered Haw 22 

Red-tailed Hawk 120 
Ferruginous Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
Golden Eagle 
Amencan Kestrel 69 
Merlm 12 
Peregnne Falcon 8 
Calrfornta Quat! 282 
Vtrgtnta Ratl 
Sora 
Common Moorhen 
Amencan Coot 748 
Black-bellied Plover 272 
Snawy Plover 33 
Sem1--palmated Plove 27 
Killdeer 35 
Black Oystercatcher 
Black-necked Stilt 109 
Amencan Avocet 2298 
Greater YeHowlegs 29 
Lesser Yellowtegs 
Willet 3174 
Wandenng Tattler 2 
Spotted Sandpiper 8 
Whimbrel 29 
Long-billed Curlew 109 
Marbled Godwrt 1181 
Ruddy Turnstone 20 
Black Turnstone 32 
Surfbird 
Red Knot 16 
Sanderling 408 
Western Sandpiper 7451 
Least Sandpiper 584 
Dunlin 910 

Peep, spec10s 10012 
Short-billed Dowitche 
Long-billed Dowrtcher 13 

Dowitcher, Spec1es 1554 
Common Snipe 31 
Pomarine Jaeger 1 
Parasitic Jaeger 0 
Bonaparte's Gull 4 
Heermann's Gull 28 
MewGull 383 
Ring-billed Gull 444 
Cal~ornia Gull 6695 

AN 

41 

31 
9 
9 

23 
33 

43 

445 
17 

280 
64 
28 
0 

37 

0 
268 

11 
2 

36 
0 

30 
26 
0 

722 
0 

10 
6 
0 
0 

20 
0 

25 
4 

11 
152 
401 

2 
355 

24 
1921 

Glaucous-winged Gull 327 
Gull, GW x Western hybrid 103 
Glaucous Gull 2 
Black-legged Krtt!Wake 

Gull, spec1es 10294 
Forster's Tern 
Common Murre 
Marbled Murrelet 
Ancient Murrelet 
Casstn's Auklet 

40 
386 

11 
5 

Rhtnoceros Auklet 33 
Rock Dove 659 
Band-tailed Pigeon 198 
Mourntng Dove 643 
Barn OWl 15 
Western Screech~owl 14 
Great Horned OWl 19 
Northern Pygmy-owl 8 
Burrowtng Owl 
Spotted OWl 0 
Long..-ared OWl 
Short-eared OWl 
Northern Saw-whet Owl 
WMe-throated SWift 18 
Anna's Hummingbird 299 
Belted Kingfisher 
Acorn Woodpecker 37 
Red-breasted Sapsucker 3 
Nuttall's Woodpecker 9 
Downy Woodpecker 22 
Ha1ry Woodpecker 24 
Northern Flicker 146 
Plleated Woodpecker 0 
Black Phoebe 71 
Say· s Phoebe 24 
Horned Lark 
Tree Swallow 
Violet-green Swallow 
Stellers Jay 275 
Scrub Jay 396 
American Crow 20 
Common Raven 109 
Chestnut-backed Ch1ckad 856 
Platn Titmouse 28 
Bushtrt 908 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 6 
WMe-breasted Nuthatch 2 
Pygmy Nuthatch 156 
Brown Creeper 24 
Rock Wren 1 
Canyon Wren 0 
Bewick's Wren 84 

15 
838 
518 

0 

150 

1130 
13 

11 
68 
45 
28 

173 
7 

14 
5 
0 

11 
0 

80 

54 
5 

11 
16 
60 

1 

59 
18 
0 

54 
132 
76 

84 
396 

2 
500 

0 
0 

102 
52 
0 
1 

29 

SPECIES 

House Wren 
Winter Wren 
Marsh Wren 
Golden-crO"Wned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned Ktnglet 
Western Bluebird 
Townsend's Solitaire 
Hermit Thrush 
Amencan Robtn 
Varied Thrush 
Wrentit 
Northern Mockingbtrd 
California Thrasher 
American Pipit 
Cedar Waxwtng 
Loggerhead Shrike 
European Starling 
Hutton's Vireo 
Tennessee Warbler 
Orange-crowned Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 

Myrtle Race 
Audubon Race 

Townsend's Warbler 
Townsend'siHermlt Hybrid 
Palm Warbler 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Common Yellowthroat 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
Califorma Towhee 
Savannah Sparrow 
Fox Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Lincoln's Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 
WhiTe-throated Sparrow 
Golden-crowned Sparrow 
White-crowned Sparrow 
Dark-eyed Junco 
Red-wtnged Blackbird 
Tricolored Blackbird 
Western Meadowlark 
Brewers Blackbird 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Northern Oriole 
Hooded Oriole 
Purple F1nch 
House Finch 
Red Crossbill 
Ptne Siskin 
Lesser Goldfinch 
American Goldfinch 
House Sparrow 

Total Species 

cs 

15 
18 
60 

376 
22 

102 
899 
315 
107 
34 
10 

100 
147 
24 

4700 
42 

18 

291 
49 

381 
73 

1 

23 
75 

217 
127 

Ill 
179 
74 

0 

1134 
845 
879 
614 

17 
470 

1600 
5 
3 

79 
1111 

578 
115 
458 
386 

32 
39 
42 

227 
3 

102 
1027 

42 
79 
5 

35 
13 
16 

1794 
25 
0 
7 
0 

86 
14 
52 

122 

62 
40 
76 

142 
114 
236 

52 
14 

394 
683 
271 

2040 
656 
193 
536 

22 
0 
0 

128 
222 

558 
33 

133 
62 

176 
Bold type indicates an unusual bird or a significantly higher than usual number of these birds 
Italics indicates a signdJcantly lower than usual number of these birds Total birds ident~IOd 102308 22003 

Number of Observers 

AI DeMartini 
Carol Miller 

OBSERVERS -BOTH COUNTS 

Shirley Higuera Sharon Hom Grant Hoyt Karen Hoyt 
Anne Moser Pete Popin Dave Powell Barry Sauppe 

Dan Keller 
Robin Smith 

Don Keller 
Judy Spitler 

ADDITIONAL OBSERVERS -CRYSTAL SPRINGS 

Rich Kuehn 
Ron Thorn 

Bert McKee 
Bettina Toft 

Rick Baird Lee Blackburn AI Eisner Marc Fenner Natalie Fenner Leslie Flint Dave Hershey Chuck Higinite 
Linda Higonite Vicki Hoffman Jim Jully lona Luke Claudette Maccan Julia Mandeville Ed Medlin Peter Metropulos 

Pat Pauch Diana Quon Cliff Richer Grace Sain Francis Tolki John Toldi John Waller 

Crystal Springs Count 

ADDITIONAL OBSERVERS - ANO NUEVO 

Jim Abernathy Mike Azevedo Jim Best 
Ann Loper Steve Maske! Peter Moravcick 

Maria Straatman Gary Strachan 

Carol Earle Rick Johnson 
Kristie Nelson Dick Norton 
Allan Wofchuck 

Additional Birds Seen During the Count Week 
Ano Nuevo Count 

43 

Wild Turkeys (2) Short-eared OWls (4) Common Merganser (2) Lesser Golden Plover Hermrt Warbler Larl< Sparrow 

Sequoia Audubon Society 5 March 1995 
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Birdathon '95 
Rick Baird 

How would you like to spend an en­
joyable time looking at birds and at the 
same time help Sequoia Audubon and 
the Richardson Bay Presenre's educa­
tion programs. 

A great idea, a fine cause and a lot 
of fun --- but how do you this? It's sim­
ple. Become a Birdathoner. 

The Birdathon gives you the oppor-
tunity to: 

• Meet new birding friends, 
• Go birding with old friends, 
• Begin or expand your list of 
backyard birds 
• Take a leisurely walk around 
your neighborhood or a nearby park 
with family or friends while keeping 
track of the birds seen. 
Sounds great, doesn't it? 

It is, but what's the catch? Well... 
we're going to ask you to see if you can 
get family, friends, business acquain­
tances, neighbors, etc. to pledge a certain 
number of cents each species you identify, 
or each bird you band, or each bird that 
visits your feeder, or anything else that is 
measurable and that has to do with birds. 
You can do this by yourself, with other 
birders, with non-birders or with your dog 
or cat. 

The most common way of participat­
ing in a Birdathon is to form a team of 
2-5 people (the more eyes their are on a 
team the more birds you'll see) and count 
the number of species you can identify in 
any continuous 24 hour period. Besides 
birding, the teams are responsible for ob­
taining pledges and collecting on them -
although we'll help on the latter if you 
need us to send out form letters to all of 
your donors. For the faint-hearted pledg­
ees, you can have them put a cap on the 
maximum amount they will donate. For 
example, 10¢ per bird up to a maximum 
of $20, is a common pledge to our official 
team, the Megaticks. 

The official team is composed of 
some of our most dedicated "big day" 
birders. Their record is 216 species in a 
single day and we believe that last year's 
204 species was the best performance by 
any Birdathon team nationally! If you 

don't form or join your own team, we ask 
you to support the Megaticks. 

We will help you put a team to­
gether. If you're interested call the office 
(345-3724) and leave your name and the 
dates on which you will be available. (The 
Birdathon must be conducted sometime 
between April15 and May 15.). We'll 
help you get together with others who 
want to participate. 

We know there are lots of people 
who don't have the time to go all day or 
even for several hours. So we want to 
have some backyard teams. Even if you 
don't live in a particularly birdy or diverse 
area and can only come up with 8-1 0 spe­
cies it's educational, fun and can help 
raise money for Sequoia Audubon and the 
Richardson Bay Preserve. Have your do­
nors pledge 50¢ or $1 per species instead 
of the I 0¢ to 25¢ being pledged to the 
"big day" teams. 

If this sounds interesting, please let 
me know through the office. Leave your 
name, address and phone number and 
we'll get back to you to answer any ques­
tions you have. Or you can call me at 
home at 574-1067. 

Please consider helping us out on 
this important fund-raising event. We 
would really appreciate it. 

Field Trip Report ll.JI January 21, 1995 IJIII Palo Alto Baylands 

Six beginning and in­
termediate birders correctly guessed that 
the rains would pause for at least one 
morning and joined me for a beginner's 
trip. 

A very cooperative clapper rail just 
below the parking lot set the tone for the 
trip. Throughout the morning we got 
good looks at many interesting birds, in­
cluding comparisons of species that are 
very easy to confuse (least and western 
sandpipers, immature white-crowned and 
golden-crowned sparrows). 

Our species total was 43 and the 
weather gods were with us. The rains re­
turned while I was driving home. 

-Francis Toldi 
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Breeding Bird Atlas 
Project Needs Help 

ATTENTION ALL e 
BIRDERS!!! 
The San Mateo 

Breeding Bird Atlas pro-
ject is in it's fifth and fi-

nal year. We have compiled an 
impressive amount of information on the 
breeding birds of the county but our job is 
not yet done. There are still parts of the 
county - much of it highly accessible -
that need to be checked for breeding 
birds. 

For those of you who are new to the 
concept, the Breeding Bird Atlas is a cen­
sus of all the birds breeding in San Mateo 
County. The county is divided into a grid 
of 5 kilometer square "Atlas Blocks". 
Birders check for evidence of breeding 
birds within their assigned block and re­
cord the results in data books. So far we 
have managed to document 131 species as 
breeding in the county and we are close to 
confirming another 19. 

YOU CAN HELP US WITH 
YOUR PARTICIPATION. We will 
train you in atlasing techniques and pro­
vide you with the materials you need to 
collect data. Advanced and intermediate 
birders can easily census an open block 
and beginners can help in their own yards 
and neighborhoods. 

We particularly need help in: 

Belmont San Mateo San Carlos 
Hillsborough San Gregorio 

Please call Rick Johnson at 329-
9639 or Francis Toldi at 433-0660 (days} 
or 3 44-1919 (evenings before 9 PM) to 
volunteer or w1th any questions. 

If you've been looking for a better 
understanding of the breadth of the Bay 
Area environmental community, check 
out the Green City Calendar. the bi­
monthly calendar is your resource for 
workdays and special events sponsored by 
over 325 Bay Area environmental organi­
zations. Call 285-6556 for a free copy. 

+ + + + 
Some sloths continue to hang upside A 
down even after death. The others just W' 
look that way. 

Mardl199!i 



In Search Of The 
Bohemian Waxwing 

• Francis Toldi 
(Continued from last month) 

After a good night's sleep in Kla­
math Falls, \\C took one last drive through 
the Tulc Lake refuge. and did manage to 
find a good congregation • ,f ducks and 
geese. Coyotes were even where. engag­
ing in much the same exercise with a the 
sick and the dying s our beloved national 
bird. Remarkably, we sa\\ in the midst of 
a mass of unconcerned geese a Bald Eagle 
feasting on the corpse of a Snow Goose. 

Our last chance for Bohemian Wax­
, n.es "as also our best chance for them. 
The Fall River Christmas Count had re­
~·cmed good numbers ncar Glenburn, as 
'·'. " !~;two American Tn:c Sparrows. We 
· .. t' ·,cd wto this area and \\ere irnmcdi­
,,: :<. c::;pllvat~~d by its bc;.wry and by !11e 

:. :n1' bird !if(' Even thDugll i! was still 
··'<' :b:n 1101 nmms one h' c m "Klamath 

1 .,!1~) ;;wi snC\1\ we fmm.J an ab11ndance 
,,; ;,: rrk Flarrov.'s awl (\ ·nmon Gold-

•

.cll·:··, ,. Cummou and Hoo(i·.·d Merganser. 
'lh.;-·\1 in;~cd Teal. muncn•ns other duck 
'!"··· !c· •. N,i!1hcrn Shrike hrcc species of 
ii. ·::.tL.::h noo..ipc.;kcf' an J the American 
'!, ~' Sp::ruJn~ (;Jh\a\ sa 110d -;ighting) 

r!t.l!\\ ~HitCh. Hu! no iohcnwm 
:n;! 

<·:·,·~qd(· oi .·L: .. iL\: {(H··-

... ,,_ ;;nj Cf:Uf· '·,t!f:L.fh d (II.J[ 

·.,'·, c ho~1kint: d~~ . ...,·!~.. t.,iJng a::. 
1"\ ; Jtcr ~A(: ~n· iHnbcd to and 

'
1

· ti:ani:t :md h J a :>urpris-
. " 'ih\ iimc fir:diJtg M •tnlain PlO\Cf. 

hr:un Phzx:hc and YciJo,· -bellied Sap­
·''' kcr m the Da\ ts area. ·Yc ended the 

~·nd onr trip mcandcw•g around the 
Sacramento Delta. lookinr at this and 
that. 

So how did it add up'1 We missed our tar­
get our Grail of the moment. We had a 
marvelous trip: good company with my 
favorite birding companion. spectacular 
scenery, great birds, lousy football games 

-n the radio, nice little towns, a brief es­
~pe form the lives we happily lead at 

home. Can I go again next week? 

Sequoia Audubon Society 

The Wandering 
Tattler Down Under 

Anne Moser 
(Continued from last month) 

I flew from 
Aukland, NZ to 
Sydney via Mel­
bourne to join the 
Southern Australia 
segment of a com-
mercial operator's 

tour. I was with them for three weeks and 
then on my own for a week. Using major 
towns as reference points we \vent from 
Sydney to Melbourne to Adelaide to Perth 
to Alice Springs. l left the group there to 
go on to Ayers Rock from which I re­
turned to Adelaide by the Ghan. a legen­
dary train. and continued on to Sydney by 
bus and train before flying home. 

Reflecting back. the immense dis­
lances. drought stricken land. glorious 
cloud formations. beauttlul siiYCr-barkcd 
trees. colorful wildflower<; and empt• 
beaches of white sand remain in my mind 
along with the \\Ondcrful birds. 

The parrot famil~ arc not Ill) f;l\ or­
tics .. t!H.~\ 'r.; ''0 nois) -but seeing them in 
the \\iid i:; a;,,csome. The~ arc majestic. 
wl0rful ·md ~c-t vel} wdl :~amoul1agcd. 
A flock of 100+ budgerigars landed on a 
-;malllcalle~c: tree and turned it into a 
decorated Chn'itmas tree Aboul 10 
\\ hile-taihl C(X.katons \I ere downini' 
~:onv•; m ~' pmc tree. 8; the side o! !he 
roctd 1h~<H ·\h ... ~c Spnng,~ ';\ e S'!\\- a pai~ o1 
p:nk I~,L(_!(lr Michell) cnd.:noos f~:.;dm,£' 
on 1cnh1U~· 

\Vc \~cH: able to sec ~Is difl.crent 

spcetcs of fall> \Hens. lmlc k<lthercd 
bundle~ in brilliant shades of blue. The 
southern crLu wren was also tin!·· skv blue 
and cinnamoH and as defiantly singing on 
its tcrntory as our marsh wren. Another 
tiny beauty was the marsh-dwelling 
golden-headed cisticola. 

Sewer ponds arc always special to 
birders and those at Melbourne and Alice 
Springs are now part of my collection. I 
love shorebirds so it was exciting to see 
both the black-winged and banded stilt, 
the red-necked avocet, Latham's snipe, 
marsh sandpiper, wood sandpiper and 
sharp-tailed sandpiper. These were all 
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added to my list along with three species 
ofrail. 

Malice fowl are mound nesters, 
building a soil and debris mound in which 
they bury their eggs. They regulate the 
temperature by removing or adding de­
bris. When the eggs hatch the precotial 
chicks work their way out of this natural 
compost heap and immediately commence 
life on their own. We observed a pair 
named "Charlie and Di" in a preserve but 
were also privileged to see another pair in 
the wild. 

I could go on and on. There was so 
much to see and do. Kangaroos. koalas . 
echidna. a wombat and wallabies stay in 
my mind along with the birds Ayers 
Rock has to be experienced to be believed. 
Inner Australia is vast. dry and inhospita­
ble, yet fascinating.. The Magnum Bars 
(ice cream) arc the best. Traveling by 
train and bus lets you meet ordinary peo­
pic who live in the country and I have 
several ne\\ friends in In) address book. 
The YWC As arc dean, safe and fricudty 
to solo \\Omen tra\clers. So. save your 
money and travel Down Under. 

Its great! 

Accounting 
Consultant Needed 

'\s .,.·:u kw~·~ 
1ron~ Pag( C~n'­

f)L·hlti ;=-i;lnL· !l.)' 

ft.:asm\·: fr,r ~m­

''tl'''r \car !·km · 
,:, cr. she in" 

rcconi!Hcudcd tli;1' \\C ,;onvcn our ,\,,tcw 
10 !'e,;cU!·ee !! accountmg soft\\ arc . 

Ho\H.:ver. Debbi has not had an~ 
"hands-on" expcri~ncc with Pcochfrcc ll 
and we need someone to train both she 
and Terri in its usc. 

Do we have a member who is an 
accountant, with Peachtree experience, 
who would be willing to train Debbi 
and Terri and act as a consultant? 

Since Debbi has said (again) that 
this is absolutely her last year, we also 
need a member who is willing to serve 
as a "Treasurer in training", work with 
Debbie and then take over from her in 
'96. 

Man:b, 1995 



Gifts and Bequests 
Sequoia Audubon welcomes gifts in general or on behalf oC or in memory of relatives or friends. Such gifts may be designated for education or 
tor the advancement of the objectives of the Society. Please send your gill in the form of a check to the Sequoia Audubon Society, Inc. All gifts, 
donations and bequests will be acknowledged in the NEEDLES and personally on behalf of the Society. All gifts arc tax-deductible. 

Nancy Greenfield 

Sequoia NEEDLE'S is published monthly except in January, July and August. Members arc encouraged to submit material to be published in the NEEDLES. The deadline 
for the submission of materials is the first day of the month preceding publication. "Ibese may be original articles. original artwork or cart< >ons, or uncopyrighted material 
fonn other sources. Items dealiug with conservation issues must be submitted to the Conservation Committee prior to publication. 

Infonnation for all officers and chairpersons should be mailed to 30 West 39th Ave., Suite 202, San Mateo, CA 94403-4561. 

Please send RENEWAL MEMBERSHIPS directly to National Audubon in the envelope accompanyiug your renewal notice. 

Please send LATE RENEWALS or NEW MEMBERSHIPS through Sequoia Audubon Society to insure contiuuity of newsletter or magazine su~nptions. 

OFFICERS STANDING COMMITTEES 
President Julia Mandeville 726-1006 ACR Hosting Rick Baird 574-1067 
Past President Anne Moser 324-1718 Audit Nick Coiro 349-1834 
Vice-president Richard Kuehn 591-4380 Christmas Count Dan Keller 726-3306 
Secretary Francis Toldi 344-1919 Conservation Bob Wilkinson 347-8367 
Treasurer Debbie Frantz 571-6759 Education Robin Smith 325-3306 

Field Trips-Weekday Nick Coiro 349-1834 
DIRECTORS W eckcnds Judi Spitler 355-9362 
Term ending '95 Robin Smith 325-3306 Finance/Budget Rick Baird 574-1067 

Cliff Richer 355-4058 i\lcmbership Anne Moser .124-1718 
Term endiug '96 Shirley Higuera 595-2187 NEEDLE'S Editor 

Rick Baird 574-1067 Circulation Editor Sue Cossins 347-9358 
Term ending '97 Eileen Jcnnis-Sauppe 726-1081 Programs Rich KuehruDcan Schuler 591-4380 

Tom Vanden-Bosch 369-8305 Publicity Ann Loper 343-9570 
STAf'F Terri Simpson 345-3724 

We Invite your membership in the National ~ SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY 
Audubon Society & SAS. To join, please complete I 30 West 39th Avenue #202 
and mail this form with payment to SAS, 30 West San Mateo, CA 94403,-4561 

39th Ave., #202, San Mateo, CA 94403 I 

D National Audubon Society Membership 
New Members $20 Members receive 

Audubon Magazine and the NEEDLES. Make checks 
payable to National Audubon Society. 

D Needles subscription only. $10 for 9 issues 

D Donation: SAS appreciates your tax-deductible 
donation which helps fund the chapter's education, 
conservation and ongoing activities. 

For membership renewal information call 
National Audubon Society at (800) 274-4201 

Name ________________________ _ 

Address ____________ _ 

City ________ State __ Zip_ 
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