The Endangered Clapper
Rail - An Update

Elaine Harding Smith. & biologist with the US Fish
and Wildlife Scrvice, witl bring us up to date on the
status of. and the continning dangers to. the endan-
gered California clapper rail. Elatrie has a Master of
Arts degree 1 biology 1280
from San Jose State and
has worked for Calior-

Parkside
it State Parks and as Way
an environmental con-
subtant. Fxpect to hear
about such vital issues
48 habitat preservation,
picdator control and
monttoing techniques
used (o goarantee pres-
cenvation of this umgne
San Francisco Bay species. The precram follows the
Generat Mceting. Mectings are held on the second
Thursday of the month ut the San Matco Garden Cen-
tct on the Alamceda at Parkside. Refreshments are
served at 730 PM owith thie mecting following at 8:00,

Hwy.

Gardeﬁnw: 92

Ad:mada de le Pulgas

Hwy. 101

M &y's HVDP()gram

Neat month's program - desigried for vounger. aspring
birders witl siart promptes at 7:30 ard will feature o
short shde presentation en our locil - and commonly

_ seen) birds of our backyards and Bay.
g k Refreshiments will be ready at 7 00 and
ashort goneral mectiae wilt fotlow the

program  The presertation of our Fn-
vironmental Award and the Nominat-
ing Commnttted's slate of officers will
wind up the mecting at about 8:30.

The Nominating Committee

The Board has approved the formaticn ol the 1993
Nonunating Committce. Anne Moscr 1s chatrwoman
and will be assisted by Louise Fletcher and Nancy
Richer. Anvone who wishes to suggost a candidate {or
any office or for the Board of Dirccto < should contact
Annc (324-1718). Louise or Nancy. vominations ny

also be made from the Noor at the Anaaal General
.Mccling i Junc provided that the nor unce has given
his or her permission.
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From Your President

Anne Moser

A new project deserving of our consideration cane (o our attention recent-
Iy. The Papageno Project offers bird feeders and bird sced to people con-
fincd to their homes. Ms. Muriel Leff (221-9988) is the organizer and
Golden Gate Audubon is the sponsor. Ms. Lell 1s fooking for voluntecrs (o
sct up the feeders and keep in contact with the home-bound feeder watcher.
resupplying the feeder if necessary. Write Ms. Lell Apt. #9235, 240 Lom-
bard Strect. San Francisco. CA 94111-1113. Opera lovers will recognizg
that the project is named after the character who loved birds i Mozart's
The Magic Iduie.

Last month's meeting featuring Jim Lomax's extensive serics of slides on
the birds of Arizona and Texas - all m the currently recognized (axonomic
order - was onr best turnout of the vear, Unfortunately that says more
about our usual attendance than it docs for Marcli's. Out of a NEEDLES
mailing of ncarly 2500 we have been averaging about 25 at our monthh
meetings. Obviously we need to expand our active membership. This
month's mecting is one that should be of interest to every bird-lover and
cnvironmentalist in the county. Make a note now to come to the neeting
and bring a fricnd. You'll find it both entertaining and educational.

A special thanks goces out from me and from the Board to Harriet Judge
for agreeing to serve as our Publicity Chair for the remainder of this year
and 10 Louise Fletcher and Nancy Richer for agrecing to serve on this
vear's Nominating Commitiec.

Al birding and chvironmental organizations arc awarce of the need to en-
courape participation by vounger people. By and large we arc a graying
group. Towards this end our chapter is having an carly meeting on May
13 featuring shides of local and common birds, We'll foltow this up with
an mdividualized Geld trip on Sunday. May 23 Think ahcad and invite o
erandchild. vour child. i neighbor's child or even a whole scout troop 1o
come with you. (1he first conservationist and birder J ever met ywas my
own sconttmaster nearly 50 years ago. ---The [ditor}

Isn't this warm weather glorious? Good birding to you as the migrants
start coming through.

"The bluebird carries the sky on his back." ---Thorcau
LILLLILLLL LTSS LT TS LTSS TATLA TS LS TS,

See Page Five for full details on our
Spring Birdseed Sale
featuring "hulless" sunflower seeds!
(They don't leave a mess for you to sweep up.)
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The S A S Calendar
April

THURSDAY, APRIL 1 - SAS BOARD MEETING. 7:30 PM
at the SAS office. ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME.
Please call ahead to be sure there will be enough room.

SUNDAY, APRIL 4 - THE ECOLOGY OF PESCADEROQO
MARSH. Pescadero Marsh docents John and Nina Padley love
"their" marsh and will share its complexities and secrets with us.
This is a multi-faceted field trip which will deal with all aspects
of the marsh's ecosystem. But of course, since Pescadero Marsh
is one of the premier birding spots in the county birders need not
worry that their interests will be overlooked. The weather may
be cool or warm, depending upon fog and wind conditions, so
be prepared accordingly. Boots are recommended but any walk-
ing will be relatively easy and on level grades. We will meet at
9:00 A.M. in the first parking lot south of the bridge over Pes-
cadero Creek on Hwy. 1.

LEADERS JOHN AND NINA PADLEY 345-2984
THURSDAY, APRIL 8 - SAS GENERAL MEETING -
Elaine K. Harding-Smith, a wildlife biologist with the US Fish
and Wildlife Service at the San Francisco Bay National Wildlife
Refuge, will update on the status of and continuing dangers to
the endangered California clapper raif. At the San Mateo Gar-
den Center on the Alameda at Parkside. Socialization and re-
freshments at 7:30 PM. Meeting begins at 8:00.

SUNDAY, APRIL 11 - EDGEWOOD COUNTY PARK.
This winter's return to a more normal rainfall pattern should
trigger an explosion of wildflowers in this park, that is once
again being threatened by the possible development of a golf
course. Our leader is not only a superb birder, but a profession-
al landscaper who can assist us in identifying many of these
plants. Call the office (345-3724) or Anne Moser 324-1718)
for details.

LEADER: DAN KELLER
SUNDAY, APRIL 18 - MINES ROAD FIELD TRIP. This is
our annual auto caravan through an isolated valley where relict
populations of birds linger on despite the destruction of their
habitats in the Central and Livermore Valleys. Phainopepla, Le-
wis' woodpecker, Lawrence's goldfinch, golden eagle and prai-
rie falcon are near certainty while roadrunner, wood duck,
purple martin, wild turkey, Closta's and calliope hummingbirds,
rufous-crowned, sage and grasshopper sparrows are likely. Yet,
despite its seeming isolation, you will never be more than 45
minutes away from either Livermore or Interstate 5 so that you
can break away and return to civilization at any time. This is an
all-day trip, ending at dusk, so bring lunch and liquids. Weather
is unpredictable, with temperatures varying between 40 and 90
degrees on this trip at this time of year; there are only two reli

(Continucd on Page Three)
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A NGWS From Y()lll' R&HCL

C Dan Murphy

R THE PUBLIC SEASON -- WE'RE OPEN! .
What more can be said until July 19, when we

close to the public? April is your chance to see the Ranch at its

peak season. Who knows what will happen to the birds? Eggs

will be in the nests and the first young will be hatching. Song-

birds will be on territory, shorebird and duck migration will be

underway and wildflowers can be expected to be fabulous after

our drought-busting year. Visit the Ranch now and again later

in the season as spring fades to summer and the herons and

egrets begin to fledge.

THE CLERIN ZUMWALT CIRCLE. The Board of Directors
has announced the creation of the Clerin Zumwalt Circle in our
Grove of Honor. 1t furthers our recognition of those donors who
have included ACR in their wills and charitable trusts.

NEW RANCH GUIDES AND DOCENTS AT BOLINAS. It
was a year ago when we first announced our plans for a new do-
cent training class at Bolinas Lagoon Preserve and now 3 | new
docents have praduated. They and many others are volunteering
thirtime, expertise and love to work with our 4th and 5th grade
visitors trom around the Bay Area. Twenty-four new Ranch
Guides have completed training and have joined the ranks of
those docents who help with our interpretive programs each
weekend .

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES. Once again we can use ‘
your help with our ongoing harbor seal project at Tomales Bay.

The seals will be pupping soon and people will be disturbing

them. We need volunteers to document seal reproductive suc-

cess and to assess the impacts of human disturbance on these sea
mammals and others to participate in our public outreach pro-

eram. If you can help with either please contact Mary Ellen

King at 707-537-1546.

We continue to need hosts each weekend and holiday during our
public season from now until July 8. If you want to spend a
day at the Ranch and join our family of volunteers here is your
chance. All you have to do is greet visitors, direct them to the
overlook and answer a few questions. You usually get enough
time off to hike a trail and enjoy a bit of the Ranch yourself.
Volunteers are expected to arrive at the Ranch at around 9:45
and stay until 4:30. You can sign up through Sequoia Audubon
(345-3724) for our four July dates or call ACR (868-9244) for
other dates.

SPRING CALENDAR: Pre-registration is required for all
ACR activities. for events at Cypress Grove and Bolinas La-
goon Preserves, call 868-9244, Call 707-938-4554 for Bouverie
Audubon Preserve events.

{Continued on Page Three)
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é NBWS From Y()lll' Ranch

R {Continued from Page Two)

April 2: Naturc at Night with Cathleen Canyon ($16): Let
our crickets, frogs and owls brighten your night as you explore
the world of shadow and sound in our lovely Bouverie Preserve.

April 3 & 4: Spring Wildflowers with Ray Peterson and
John Pctersen (840): At both the Bolinas Lagoon and Bouver-
ie Preserves. Overnight lodging is available at Bolinas Lagoon
for an additional $5. This is sure to be a fantastic wildflower
year so take advantage of this information-packed field class to
increase your wildflower identification skills.

May 15: Introduction to the Taxonomy and Ecolegy of
Coastal Prairie Grasses with John Kelly ($20); Here's your
chance to learn to identify some of the plants we see most and
no doubt ignore the most. We'll look at the flowering native
grasses of Cypress Grove, learn about their role in the coastal
ecosystem and use taxonomic keys and microscopes to identify
them.

May 15: Heron and Egret Photography with Philip Loring
Green ($35): Here's a one-day program with one of America's
leading wildlife photographers. You'll learn to photograph those
porgeous herons and egrets which bring us back to the Ranch
year after year. Bolinas Lagoon Preserve.

’ May 22: The Ninth Annual Downhill Hike with Ray Peter-
son ($10): Ray's been going downhill for nine years now. You
just have to be there to understand how he does it. Bolinas La-
goon Preserve.

BOUVERIE GUIDED NATURE WALKS: Join a docent-led
walk through the Bouverie Audubon Preserve in Sonoma. Spec-
tacular wildflowers and birds will enhance the beauty of the pre-
serve. Dates are Saturdays April 3 & 17 and May 1 & 15. All
walks begin at 9:30 AM and end around 1:30 PM. Reservations
for these free walks are required so call 707-938-4554 early

The S. A. S. Calendar

{(Continued from Page Two)

able restroom facilities, at lunchtime and at mid-afternoon; and
a full tank of gas is recommended, so be prepared. To get there
take 1-580 to Livermore Stay on 580 past Livermore to the Vas-
co Road exit. Take a right at the exit and follow Vasco Road to
its end at Tesla Road.. Take a right and follow Tesla for a liitle
more than 1/2 mile until you come to Mines Road on the left.
We will meet at that intersection at 9 AM. Late arrivals will
have no problem in catching up with the group if they continue
on Mines Road.

LEADER CLIFF RICHER

Sequoia Audubon Society

7389176

SATURDAY, APRIL 24 - JASPER RIDGE BIOLOGICAL
PRESERVE. Join us for a half day of birding in Stanford Uni-
versity's unique biological preserve. Birds seen on previous Se-
quoia Audubon field trips include western tanagers, blue-gray
gnatcatchers, five species of flycatchers, wood ducks and even
an osprey We will meet at the Jasper Ridge Main Gate (not the
Whiskey Hill Gate) at 8:30 AM. Be prompt as the gate will be
open only from 8:15 to 8:30 AM. From [-280 take the Sandhill
Rd. exit west about 2 miles to a gate on the lett. We will go rain
or shine. A gate fee of $4 per person is required. The size of
the group is limited, so please call the oftice (345-3724) to re-
serve your space on this reservations-only field trip. If vou need

additional information, catl Louise at 591-6804.
Sorry, no children under the age of 14.

LEADERS: PETER METROPULOS & LOUISE FLETCHER

May

SUNDAY, MAY 2 - BEGINNER'S FIELD TRIP -LLAND
BIRDS - JUNIPERO SERRA COUNTY PARK. Becausc of
their proximity to a large apartment complex and to [-280, the
birds of this urban park havc a reputation for being rclatively
tamc and casy to sce. This trip will follow the format of our oth-
cr beginner trips in which a relatively short birding trip will be
followed by a discussion scction over coffec (or whatever). The
discussion scssion will be held at the Park's picnic tables so
bring your own "whatever". Mcct at the first parking lot inside
the park entrance at 9:00 AM. To get there take El Camino to
San Bruno and turn west on Crystal Springs Avenuc. Follow
Crystal Springs Ave. to the park entrance on the left.

LEADER FRANCIS TOLDI 433-0660
WEDNESDAY, MAY 5§ - HAYWARD REGIONAL
SHORELINE. Many of the shorebirds (some in breeding plum-
age) and waterfow] will still be here, the winter resident per-
cgrine falcon should still be around and the marshes should be
tccming with wildlife at this time of ycar. Mecet at the Hayward
Regional Shorcline Interpretive Center at 9:00 AM for a morn-
ing of casy walking and birding. To get there take Hwy. 92
across the San Mateo Bridgc to the first exit. After exiting, take
a lcft and look for the signs to the interpretive center.

LEADERS JOHN AND NINA PADLEY 345-2984
THURSDAY, MAY 6 - SAS BOARD MEETING. 7:30 PM at
the SAS officc. ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME. Plcasc
call ahead to be surc there will be cnough room.

THURSDAY, MAY 13 - SAS GENERAL MEETING

A SPECIAL MEETING FOR SPECIAL PEOPLE

The general meeting will be preceded by a special program and
slide show for children in Grades 4-8. This will feature the
common birds of the garden and the most visibic birds of the
Bayshorc. This will be followed up by a ficld trip on Sunday.
May 23. Refreshments at 7:00 PM with the program at 7:30. At
the San Matco Garden Center on the Alameda at Parkside,

(Continued on Page Four)

Page Three



Tlle S .A.S ° Calen(]lar

(Continued from Page Three)

SUNDAY, MAY 15 - SAN PEDRO
VALLEY PARK. This wooded park provides a
variety of habitat for migrating and nesting species of forest and grass-
land birds. Our Ieader knows the park well as she has reported on it for
the Tast several years - both for the Christinas Count and for the Breed-
g Bird Atlas. The trip will entail some walking along casy trails.

The park has been consistent in producing one or two surprises every
spring and we may be lucky cnough to find one of these castern war-
blers or vireos this year. 'The trip will begin at 9:00 AM 1n the parking
lot to the right of the visitor center. To get there take Highway 1 to
Pactfica and turn inland at Linda Mar Boulevard. Tollow Linda Mar to
its end and "jog right" into the Park.

LEADER JUDY SPITLER 355-9362
SUNDAY, MAY 23 - SPECIAL FIELD TRIP FOR GRADES
4-8. Scc next montli's NEEDLES for details. All children at
this grade level and accompanied by an adult arc cligible cven if
they can't attend the May 11 meeting. Scveral lcaders will be
available.

THE MEMORIAL DAY FIELD TRIP TO TIOGA PASS
AND MONO LAKE HAS BEEN CANCELLED as wc do not
cxpect Tioga Pass to be open in time this year. A substitute ficld
trip will be announced in next month's NEEDLES. Possiblc
substitutes include a Thrasher Tramp to SW Kern County or (o
Nevada's Lahontan Valley and Stillwater Reluge (about 70 milcs
cast of Rcno.). Both arcas arc noted for descrt and mountain
specialtics . Il you would be inferested in cither trip, call Cliff
Richer (738-9176).

George Ellman to Continue as

Regional Member Of NAS Board

Although the actual elections to the National Audubon Board of
Dircctors will not begin until mid-month. it appcars that George
Ellman is a shoo-in for re-clection. George was nominated by
scveral chapters and there arc no other nominations.

George - a long-time active member of Madrone Audubon - is a
resident of Glen Elfen and has been cspecially interested in find-
ing a way for National Audubon to rcturn a larger portion of the
annual membership dues to the chapters. He has cncouraged
both local chapters and the National to incrcasc their use of
modern communications technology and is proposing a program
to involve churches more actively in environmental affairs by
cmphasizing the biblical impcrative (o be stewards of the carth.

George has not supported cfforts by somc factions at National

Audubon to de-criphasize the importance of birds and birding to
the organization.

Puage Four

We Need Your ][nput

From time to tim¢ Scquoia Audubon receives requests from com- ‘

mercial concerns to print advertiscments or commercial an-

nounccmenlts in the NEEDLES. Currently the SAS Board of

Dircclors is considering what position (o take and wants member

input. The alternatives arc:

+ Refuse all such requests (our present policy).

+ Allow them on an occasional case-by-case basis.

+  Pursue appropriate sources of advertising as a revenue
generating device,

National Audubon has no position on this matter and - obviously

- aceepts advertising in Audihon magazine. Somc SAS chap-

ters allow advertiscments, a very few actually solicit them and

others have a policy against them.

The principal arguments in favor arc:

+ Sequoia needs increased funding,

* Allinquiries received in the last ten years have been from
birding or environmentally-oriented enterprises which
deserve our consideration.

+About half of these requests have come from SAS miembers
with most of the remaining coming from members of other
Audubon organizations.

*  Members may appreciate getting information on these
ventures (e.g. pelagic trips, travel or tour services, books and
videos, bird feeders, etc.)

Arguments against includc:

+  No profit-oriented materials should appear in our newsletter.

* The advertisements would take space away from other
newsletter items,

*  Screening guidelines would be difficult to create and to
apply

+ Members are not interested in these kinds of announcements.

If you have an opinion, pro or con. plcasc et it be known. If you
wish to cxpress your opinion. please call or write the office
(345-3724) or contact any officer or dircctor within the next two
weeks.

Japan Bans Use Of Mist Nets

The Japanese have banned the posscssion, salc or use of mist
ncts. In most countrics these nets arc used for capturing birds
for the purposc of banding. but in Japan and in the Mediterra-
ncan these nests arc used to trap birds for human consumption.
It 1s estimated that the ban will save the lives of 3,000,000 birds
cach ycar.

Since most bander's nets arc made in Japan, various ornithologi-
cal groups arc working with the Japanesc to be surc that the mist
ncts will stitl be available for scientific studics.

Sequoia Audubon Society



SPRING 1993 SAS BIRDSEED SALE --- ORDER FORM
' ALL ORDERS WITH PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY TUESDAY, APRIL 27TH!!!
Proceeds support local Audubon conservation and education programs

Please check preferred pickup location:

[___ISan Bruno................. By arrangement DBelmont. ..................... 5/6, 5/7.6 -8 pm
DBurlingame ............... By arrangement DHalf Moon Bay........... 5/6. 5/7.6 -8 pm.
DPaciﬁca ...................... Bv arrangement By arrangement
DSan Mateo ................. 5/6, 5/7,9 am - noon, By arrangement I____lAtherton ..................... 5/6, 5/7.6 -8 pm
# BAGS $-COST--$
AUDUBON WILD BIRD MIX ..........ccccccn... 50 Ib@ $19.00 /bag =
red & whitc millet plus black oil sunflower 20 b @ $10.00 /bag =
RED/WHITE MILLET MIX .......cccoeevnuuunneen 50 Ib@ $18.00 /bag =
20 b @ $§ 9.00 /bag =
BLACK OIL SUNFLOWER............cccccuuueee 50 Ib@ $25.00 /bag =
25 lb@ $14.00 /bag =
WHITE PROSO MILLET. .......cccccvvrrnneeeenn. 50 Ib@ $17.50 /bag =
25 b@ $10.00 /bag =
THISTLE oooeeeeeeoveeeseseessssessemsesmmssssessssseee 25 |b@ $48.00 /bag =
51 @ $12.00 /bag =
@ SUNFLOWER CHIPS* ... 25 Ib@ $24.50 /bag -

**A new item!! Try hulled sunflower seeds and avoid the cleanup under your feeder. Attractive to smaller
seedeaters; be sure to use a feeder that discourages large birds.

SALES TAX IS INCLUDED IN ALL PRICES ABOVE
Contribution to Sequoia Audubon Society (tax deductible)

CHECK # TOTAL
Please enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope to receive your order confirmation and directions to your pickup location.
Name Mail your check and order to
Address SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY
City Zip 30 West 39th Avenue, Suite 202
Phone (Home) (Work) San Mateo, CA 94403
D I am interested in other tvpes of seed/supplics D Might be willing to help in future seed sales

We are interested in knowing what birds you are seeing most frequently at your feeders as well as the most unusual. We
would like to sharc this information with our members, so please takc a moment to list them at the bottom. Thanks!

Most Frequent:

Most Unusual:




1993 Birdathon!1993 Birdathon!

Frances Toldi

April is the traditional time for the Birdathon. As many of you know,
the Birdathon is one of our most important fundraisers of the year, as
well as a lot of fun!

New members may not be familiar with what happens during the Birda-
thon. lLivery April birdwatchers from all over the county go out and
count as many species of birds as possible in one 24 hour period 1o
raisc money {or Audubon causes. Sponsors pledge a stated amount per
species, which they pay to Sequoia Audubon after the count is com-
pleted. For example, il 100 people pledge 10 cents per species, and
150 birds are counted, that would raise $1500. One half of the money
raised goes directly to Sequoia and the other half goes to two National
Audubon Programs (The Mono Lake Defense Fund and the Richardson
Bay Education Center.)

In the past we had a single official team, representing the entire Sc-
quota Audubon organization. While we still have the official team,
lately we have been encouraging people to form their own teams and
Join 1n the fun. Last year we had a total of four tcams: The Megaticks
(the ofticial team). the Ultimate Coot, the Huffin' Puftins and the
Garbled Modwits.

Whocver you are we need your help. A very modest pledge (o the olli-
cial team would be casy to do and deeply appreciated. A gencrous con-
tribution would be even better. I money is a problem we always
welcome volunteers 1o hielp m the administrative eftort of running the
Birdathon. If you are feeling a bit more ambitious, you might want to
start up a new team.

Your team can be active at whatever level you want. It can consist of
Just you - and spend two hours counting species i vour neighborhood.
You could join up with a family member or friend and spend a {ull day
birding in your favorite arca or arcas. You could bird only in the city
hmits, or the county -- or you could do what the official team docs and
2o all-out from 4 AM to midnight all over the Bay Arca.

Please help us with this year's Birdathon! Fill out the form below and
send 1t 1n to Sequoia's office or call 345-3724 for more information.

YES, I wish to join in. I will sign
up pledges and conduct my Birdathon on B

YES. I will support Scquoia

Audubon Socicty with a pledge of _ per specics.

YES, I will pre-pay my pledge based on an cstimate of at lcast
100 or 150 diffcrent birds being identificd.

My check for$ is cnclosed.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE zZzip
TELEPHONE Send this lorm {o:

Sequoia Audubon Society
30 West 39th Street, Suite 202
San Mateo, CA 94403

Sequoia Audubon Society

Wild Goose Chase Results

With 97% of pledges rcalized, last fatl's Wild Goose Chasc
grossed $1595. for Sequoia's battered budget. ‘
Although it is not our policy to identify our donors by amount.
we feel special thanks arc in order for members Dr. Howard
Gurevitz, Tom and Marion Vanden Bosch, Dr. Bill Lofthouse
and non-member Linda Richer. We also want 1o acknowledge
the continued long-distance support of Jean Durick, who has
consistently responded 1o all of our fund- raising cfforts without
any additional solicitation. (Jean is a former dircctor and officer
who moved to fowa morc than a decade ago. }

That docs not diminish the heartfelt thanks that we extend to all
of you who supportcd our cfforts.

Rick Baird  Susan Bernhard  Susan Bianucci
Josephine Blue Mary Bresler Lec Brown
Jenniclee Centie Virginia Clifford
Leah Cohen Mike & Lynn Cropper
Peter Cross Lisa Currier
Maryann Danielson Mrs. Jean Durick
Helen Evans Louise Fletcher Leslie Flint
Debbie Frantz George & Ruth Frecker
William K. Groll Dr. Howard Gurevitz
Dr Dale Hands Shirley Higuera
Claric Hollenbeck  Jim Ingwerson
Ann B, Jeffries Paul Jones
Robert & Eileen Kratter
Stan & Carrol Larsen Wendy Lee
Dr. Bill Lofthousc Gwen Lorraine
Hal & Barbara Lucas Jo Macartney
Michael Macchiaverna Fred Mce Elhany
Pcter J. Metropulos Genevieve Miller
Annc¢ Moser Janet Murphy Frances Nelson
John & Nena Padley Pete & Donna Petersen
Larry & Fran Prager  Linda Richer
Mrs Paul A. Schultz  Werner Schumann
Al Seubert Carl Smith  Robin W. Smith
Judy Spitler Jean-Marie Spoelman  Jim Steele
Ruth Stonchouse Maria Straatmann
Francis Toldi Pegey Utterback
Marian & Tom Vanden Bosch
Dr. Paul Wachter Linda Wagner
Wild Goose Travel
Bob & May Blossom Wilkinson

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

" .today thc problem is not so much the DPW's past, as the fact
that it too oficn scems to be living in it. We have in mind the
agency's endless, wrong-headed litigation over Mono Lake and
its refusal to accept responsibility for the pollution created by its
coal-fired Arizona powcr-generating facilitics.” .

---Los Angeles Times editorial.
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Field Trip Reports

. February 20 -- Palo Alto Baylands

Eight intrepid birders ignored the weather forecast and showed
up for a beginners' trip to the Palo Alto Baylands. They were
trcated to a lovely day. no rain, few people and good birding.

A total of 45 spccics were logged on the two hour
trip. highlights included a cooperative Clark's
grebe. a pair of loudly "clapping” clapper rails in
plain vicw less than twenty fect away. a marsh wren
building a necst - probably the first in a scrics of
many nests, and a pair of flirting avocets. The
group also had a good opportunity to study and
compare wintering sparrows, shorcebirds and watcr-
fowl.

After the trip some of the participants retired to the
Palo Alto Municipal golf Coursc Coffce Shop for a
gencral discussion on the birds scen. and other ncarby birding
opportunitics.

-— Francis Toldi

February 23 -- Princeton Harbor

The Icader and four other birders checked the harbor despite
hreatening weather and found a surprising common nmurre in-
"sidc the harbor. Heavy rains causcd the trip to be cancelled just
as we rcached the path to the point.
---Nick Coiro

February 28 -- Altamont Pass

Aficr a long wet period ning birders found themsclves cnjoying a
nice bright sunny day with little wind. The weather was perhaps
100 nice as we saw fewer raplors than expected {rom prior years'
expericnce. Most were redtails and kestrels although we did sce
on¢ soaring ferruginous hawk and two golden cagles - onc being
harassed by a redtail. We did gel pood views of a mountain
blucbird and lesser goldfinches. The lcaders did spot a rouhg-
legged hawk from the frecway on the way home.

---Nick Coiro and Linda Kypta

March 10 - Stern Grove

Seven birders braved the drizzle and spent a plcasant morning
birding the open ficld edges and the pond at Stern Grove. Birds
were nol numerous (28 specics) but there were many Allen's
hummingbirds and onc migrating rufous hummingbird. Scveral
of the birders got the rarc opportunitics to scc the rarcly-
glimpsed ruby crown and orange crown of the ruby-crowned
kinglet and orange-crowned warbler. A red-shouldered hawk
was bricfly scen and California quail were heard calling in this
‘eran island.

-—-Nick Coiro and Linda Kypta

Sequoia Audubon Society

March 6 -- Foster City by Bicyele

Eight biking birders accompanied the leaders on a 12 mile tour
of Foster City's Bayshore, Marina Lagoon and Belmont Slough.
Even though some of the Foster City "specialtics” (Eurasian wi-
geon, Barrow's goldencye and hooded merganscrs were missed,
the good weather and 63 cooperative specics made for an out-
standing day.

An immaturc golden cagle (probably the same onc
that visited latc last year as well) and a rare tufied
duck. first scen on February 15 were the highlight
birds while red knots, Clark's grebes and whitce-
winged scoters were present in unusually high
numbers.

-—-Nick Coiro and Linda Kypta

March 10 - Stern Grove

Scven birders braved the drizzle and spent a pleas-
ant morning birding (he open ficld edges and the
pond at Stern Grove. Birds were not numerous (28 specics) but
there were many Allen's hummingbirds and onc migrating ru-
fous hummingbird. Scveral of the birders got the rarc
opportunitics (o sce the rarcly-glimpscd ruby crown and orangc
crown of the ruby-crowned kinglet and orange-crowned warbler.
A red-shouldered hawk was bricfly scen and California quail
were heard calling in this urban island.

---Nick Coiro and Linda Kypta

Attu Island - Off Limits?

The US Coast Guard, which maintains the small weather station
and airstrip on Attu Island, has rcecived a number of requests
from commercial fishing opcrations
to allow aircraft to land on the istand
so that boat crews may be relieved
and fish catches lown to Japan. In
the past this airstrip was uscd only
by the Coast Guard and by the twice-
a-ycar birding tours. The Coast
Guard fcars that the incrcased activ-
ity at both (he airficld and the docks
will tax their facilitics and those of
the island beyond their respective ca-
pacitics.

The Coast Guard flecls that they cannot deny the usc of Attu Is-
land to the fishing opcrations without closing off all public ac-
cess 1o the airficld and they have written to Attour, Inc.
cxplaining (he situation and ending their Ietter with "Despite
your past us¢ of the runway. pleasc don't take it for granted that
your request will be approved this year (1994)." [t may be that
the 1993 tours could be the last to this birding outpost.
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SAS Grants Science air Awards

Sequoia Audubon Society. through its Education Cominitice, granted Awards of Excellence to two students at the San Mateo Counig
Scicnee Fair, ‘

Fifth grader Scott Leddy's Pond Water project was recognized for its excellence in the clementary school category and Fred A.
Nunes' high school project. showing the clfect of siltation on the sicelhead trout population. was deemed to have special environ-
mental significance.
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