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Bulletin of the 

SAS~ GENEF~AL MEETING 

Skip Schwartz, E;ecutive Director of 
Audubon Canyon f;anch. will be our 
featured speaker. His appearance coin­
cides with the height of the herons' 
nesting activities at the Ranch and will 
provide a fitting preamble for any trip 
you are planning to the Ranch and for 
our hosting duties In June. 

Skip will bring us up-to-date on the 
activities at the hanch and will sup­
plement his talk w1th slides of the 
Ranch and the heronry. 

At the San Mateo Garden Center 
Alameda at Parks1de. Soc1al 

on the 
M1::er at 

7:30 PM, General Meeting begins at 8:00. 

NEXT MONTJ1~ S PROGRAM 

Doctor Todd Keeler Wolf of the Earth 
Watch Scientific ~rgan1zat1on w1ll be 
our featured spea~er. His topic will be 
the birds of Trinidad and Tobago with 
emphasis on how tr:ey have been atfected 
by man. 

ELECTION ()F OFFICERS 

Remember that June IS our Annual General 
Meeting with the election of officers 
for the forthcoming year. Ed McElhany 
has replaced Win Dve as the chair of the 
Nominating Committee due to an error on 
the part of the Board. A proposed by­
law change allowing a member of the 
Board to serve on the nominating 
Committee was not properly announced In 
the NEEDLES befor·et.and and ther·efore Win 
was Ineligible to serve. However, serve 
she has and Ed will have very little 
left to do In orcer to complete the 
slate of off1cers. We thank Win for her 
considerable ef<orts and Ed for 
volunteering to step In dur1ng this 
minor criSIS. The Committee has almost 
completed Its deliberations and its 
choices w1ll bP published In next 
month's NEEDLES pr1or to the election. 

POTLUCJ< TIME I 

Next month also br1ngs us to 
end Potluck Dinner so dust 
favorite "sharina" or 

our year­
off your 

"show-off" 
recipes. 
######################################## 
National Audubon has sponsored some b1rd 
or birding VIdeotaues. If you have 
of these or have even viewed 
Linda Kvpta would appreciate your 
ling her at 591-90~3. 

one 
one., 
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SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY San Mateo County, Ca. 

HABITAT DESTRUCTION 

CLIFF RICHER 

Until recently, whenever I thought of habitat destruction, I 
thought in terms of the grand scale. thought of the 
draining, leveling and manicuring of the Central Valley; the 
filling and paving of the Bay; or the draw-down of Mono 
Lake. These take place over such a period of time or are so 
sweeping In size that I usually consider them in terms of 
statistics. The scale and the process are de-humanizing and 
de-naturalizing. 

I work in the financial district of the City and nearly 
every day for six years I passed by or through the parking 
lot of the US Postal Service's Rincon Annex - a particularly 
dreary and depressing lot - even as parking lots go. 

And yet, on a rainy morning in January of 1981, I found 
myself stopping to listen. Coming through the roar of the 
diesel trucks was the clear, clean whistle of a white­
crowned sparrow. I soon found him, perched on top of a 
light standard, braving the elements and the exhaust fumes 
to announce springtime's renewal. 

"Interesting," I thought and assumed that he would soon move 
on to a more appropriate habitat. 

But he was there in the evening perched on the chain link 
fence, and the next morn1ng - at eye level - atop the privet 
hedge on one Side of the lot, 1gnor1ng the passers-by, 
defending his territory against unseen and unheard Invaders 
and professing his unrequited love. 

And so It went on all that spring through May and even Into 
June before the seasonal changes caused him to become 
s1lent. In the fall he sang again briefly and was gone. I 
never expected to see or hear him again but was grateful for 
his having brightened my first full spring and summer In the 
City. 

To my surprise and delight he was back the following spring, 
and the ne:-:t. He became my harbinger and I knew 
regardless of what the calendar told me - that Spring was 
here when I heard him. I never saw anvone else stop to look 
or pause to listen and in my mind he became •Y white-crowned 
sparrow. Last year, I felt like a godfather when I saw two 
very young sparrows along the hedge. 

On March 8, the Postal Service closed the Rincon Annex. Two 
weeks later, I stopped short, unsure, but knowing something 
was wrong. Then I realized that I could not hear his song. 

There were bulldozers 1n the parking lot and in one corner, 
a workman was pulling up the last traces of the hedge. 

At that moment, regardless of statistics, of EIR's or EIS's, 
I learned the true meaning of habitat destruction. 

I wish my little friend well, for I know he surv1vea. He 
was too old, too street-wise, too much of a survivor to have 
been caught under the blade and tracks of the 'dozer. Wher­
ever he 1s I nope there IS someone who Wlll l1sten for and 
apprec1ate h1s presence and be better for 1t. 
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CALENDAR 

Mav 1986 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 . ..:;.. 

4 c 6 7 8 9 10 '-' 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 2: 23 24 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

MAY SAS BOARD MEETING. 7:30 PM at the Bank of America 
THURSDAY Bank Building, 400 El Camino Real, 

ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME. 
Burl1ngame. 

MAY 3 THE JASPER RIDGE FIELD TRIP HAS BEEN CANCELLED due 
SATURDAY to unexpected problems in making the necessary 

arrangements. We are re-scheduling this for the 
fall when we will not have to rely on the availability of 
"non-SAS" docents and Stanford will assumedly have their 
telephone system under control. Apologies to all of you who 
called for advance reservations. 

MAY 8 SAS GENERAL MEETING. SPRING AT AUDUBON CANYON 
THURSDAY RANCH Wlth ACR Executive Director Skip Schwartz. 

In a suitable preliminary to Sequoia's host1ng 
duties at the Ranch, Skip Schwartz, with the help of sl1des 
will show us the round of act1v1t1es and features that make 
ACR one of the showcase outdoor attract1ons of the Bav Area 
and have made it famous nat1onallv. At the San Mateo Garden 
Center on the Alameda at Parks1de. Soc1al M1xer at 7:30 PM, 
General Meet1ng beg1ns at 8:00. See the article on Page One 
for further deta1ls. 

/=================\ 
/==================/ WELCOME' \===================\ 

FIELD TRIPS AND THE GENERAL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO ALL 
MEMBERS AND TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. BEGINNERS ARE WELCOME 
ON ALL OF OUR FIELD TRIPS. SOME TRIPS ARE DESIGNATED AS 
BEGINNERS' TRIPS BECAUSE THEY ARE RELATIVELY NEARBY AND 
MAY BE ENJOYED WITHOUT SPECIAL CLOTHING, EQUIPMENT OR 

\==================\ PRIOR EXPERIENCE./===================/ 
\=================/ 

MAY 17 ALUM ROCK PARK - The Nelsons will lead this excur­
SATURDAY sian to this popular - but largely under-birded 

area. Because this park gets such an influx of 
visitors on a sunny weekend we w1ll meet at 8:30 A.M. in the 
parking lot road along Penitencia Creek. This is the 
parking lot near the Jun1or Museum <Youth Science Institute) 
in Alum Rock Park. To get there drive south on US 101. 
About 2.5 miles past the junct1on with Hwy. 17 take the 
Santa Clara Ave/Alum Rock Ave. and cross over US 101 go1ng 
east on Alum Rock Ave. Th1s leads northeast about 4.5 miles 
to the park entrance where you w1ll take a left and continue 
to the park1ng lot at the end of the paved road. There may 
be an entrance fee. Sturdv shoes are recommended s1nce some 
walk1ng on level ground will be Involved. Lunch 1s opt1onal 
as the triP w1ll cont1nue for a short t1me after lunch 1f 
there IS suff1c1ent 1nterest. 

Lt:.ADEF~S 

MAY 
THUPSDAY 

TO 
MAY 27 
TUESDAY 

LEADEP 

FRAN AND ROY NELSON 592.-7941 

DEATH VALLEY FIELD TRIP - Reservat1ons are now 
closed but anyGne wrsh1ng to make their own lodg­
lng and travel arrangements 1s welcome to "tag­
along" on all or part of our 1t1nerarv. Call the 
leader for deta1ls, 1t1nerary and/or checklist. 

CLIFF RICHER 355-4058 

NEWS FROM THE RANCH 

JEANNE PRICE 

Th1s month 1s the he1qht of the breeding 
season for the great blue herons a. 
great egrets at the Bol1nas Preserv 
The Ranch 1s open weekends and hol1days 
to the publ1c from 10 AM to 4 PM until 
mld-Julv. It IS closed Monday and school 
programs are conducted Tuesday through 
Fr1day. Should vou wish to v1sit on a 
weekdav please call ahead. 

School programs are tn full sw1ng at 
both Bolinas and Bouver1e Preserves. 
Because the future of conservation de­
pends upon today's education these pro­
grams are the heart of ACR. The follow­
ing e:-:cerpt from the Bouverie Audubon 
Preserve publ1cat1on, In a Nutshell, 
illustrates the enthusiasm and dedica­
tion of ACR docents. "Talk about get­
ting your feet wet in a big way' You 
may remember Friday, March 7 as the day 
of the long-term b1g-t1me downpour." 

"We conferred early 1n the morn1ng to 
determ1ne 1f all were feel1ng l1ke 
ducks. We were, and fortunately so, be­
cause the teacher and class really 
wanted to come." 

"It was an absoulutelv 1ncred1ble day 
for newts and ktds 1n plasttc garbage 
bags. Ever seen a newt eat1nq an 
earthworm~ It's amaz1ng. It was a f1ne 
dav." 

Is th1s k1nd of e-ffort apprec1ate. 
Here are a few responses from teacher 
about the recent fall program at Bol1nas 
from the docent newsletter, The Heron. 

"Most of my students are latch-key 
children the year round. They cher1sh 
the visit to the Ranch. For many 1t 1s 
their first tr1p outside the 1nner 
City." 

"Fall or spring, 
tr1p" 

always our best f1eld 

"The docents were not only well informed 
but related except1onally well to the 
children." 

A recent feature art1cle 1n Mar1n 
Countv's Independent Journal, called ACR 
"one of the great nature preserves of 
the West Coast". Perhaps we should add 
one of the best env1ronmental educat1on 
centers too. 

Recentlv docent Debb1e Abl1n arranged a 
soec1al Apr1l wee~_end out1no 1n Volun-
teer Canvo~ +or fa,nllleS associated w1th 
Fam11v House. This lS a res1dent1al 
+ac1l1tV In San ~rcincisco. serving those 
whose children are under treatment for 
cancer at the UntversltY of California 
hosp1tal. 

The Fam1ly House storvteller as well a. 
a theatre teacher ass1sted Debbie with a 
v1deo production staged by the group. 

!Continued on Page Three) <Cont1nued on Page Three) 
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SEQUOIA 
HISTORY 

NATURAL 
SERIES 

SL.tr...._,:i......,.a.J.. 
th~ Fa.m:i.J..y Fa.rm 

June 7, 1985 
9 A.M. at Duarte's Restaurant 

and the Phipps' Ranch 
Pescadero 

Host and Lecturer; Tom Phipps 

This 1s a repeat of 
popular programs. 
outline the novel 

one of our 
Tom Ph1pps 

approaches he 

most 
will 

and 
other coastal ranchers have taken to 
remain In business. Following the short 
lecture and a question and answer 
session, part1c1pants will tour the farm 
and have an opportunity to VISit the 
Phipps' farm stand, exot1c vegetable and 
herb garaens, berry patches, petting zoo 
and art1choke f1elds. Lunch at Duarte's 
w1ll follow, prepared ent1relv w1th 
produce from the farm. 

Fee: $12.00 llncludes lunch) 

Advance reservations are required. 

Reservation requests will be honored in 
the order 1n which checks are received. 

Class Coordinator: SHARON HOM 365-3369 

BIRDING NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 

Jean Richmond's long-awaited book on 
b1rd1ng s1tes from lule Lake to Yosemite 
to Mount P1nos <and 69 others) 1s now 
available at the Audubon Office. Call 
the office (593-7~68) to order your 
copy. Next month's Needles will contain 
a rev1ew of the wor~. 

NEWS FROM THE RANCH 

<Continued +rom Page Two) 

Nature education hikes and 
rounded out the events. 

crafts 

Two butterfly counts are on the calendar 
for June. On Saturday, June 28, butter­
flies will be captured, identified, 
tallied and released In the 11th annual 
count in Mar1n County and on Sunday, 
June 29, the same process will take 
place for the 7th Sonoma County count. 
These are part of the international 
count conducted each year within two 
weeks of July 4 under the ausp1ces of 
the Xerces Society . 

For a refresher or an Introduction join 
Ray Peterson, educator/naturalist at the 
Bolinas Preserve on Get to Know the 
Critters Night, Wednesday, June 25. 
Call 383-1644 or write the Bol1nas 
Preserve for details. 

CALENDAR 
<Continued From Page Two) 

June 1986 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 ~ 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 

JUNE 7 SNHS SEMINAR AND FIELD TRIP SURVIVAL AND THE 
SATURDAY FAMILY FARM. Reservations and Fee Required. With 

Tom Phipps at the Phipps Ranch. See article on 
this page for details. 

COORDINATOR SHARON HOM 365-3369 

JUNE 5 
THURSDAY 

SAS BOARD MEETING. 7:30 PM at the Bank of America 
Bank Building, 400 El Camino Real. Burlingame. 
ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME. 

JUNE 12 
THURSDAY 

SAS GENERAL MEETING, ANNUAL ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
AND POTLUCK. See next month's NEEDLES for details 
as to t1mes, nominations and potluck distribution. 

JUNE 14 YUBA PASS - "THE CALL OF THE HIGH SIERRA" - This 
SATURDAY trip affords a chance to see birds rarely seen on 
JUNE 15 any of our other f1eld tr1ps. The trip features 
SUNDAY easy trail walking through lovely mountain and 

Sierra Valley habitats. We have made arrange­
ments to use the fac1l1ties of the Sierra Campus of San 
Francisco State University for the weekend. These include 
large two person tents with bunks and mattresses, hot-water 
showers and lavatory facilities, hot breakfasts and dinners 
and· make-your-own bo:{ lunches. Bring your own sleeping bags 
and bedding. Cost is $29.00 per person. for two nights 
<Friday and Saturday> and five meals or $19.00 for meals 
only. Meals are ample and have sufficient variety to 
satisfy any taste or non-medical dietary requirement • 
Birding will begin immediately after breakfast on the 
Campus. At 9:00 we will proceed to Wild Plum Campground 
Just out of Sierra City and bird the mountain areas for 
dipper, black-backed woodpecker, evening ,grosbeak, summer 
warblers, flycatchers, etc. On Sunday we'll pack up 
Immediately after breakfast and go on to the Summit 
Campground. From there we will caravan to Sierra Valley to 
see the birds of the Eastern Slope and Modoc Plateau. The 
Campus Is on HI ghwav 49 appro:{ 1 matel y 2 mi 1 es east of S1 err a 
City and 6 miles west of Yuba Pass summ1t. It 1s marked 
w1th a small sign. For those wishing to make other 
arrangements, motels are available 1n Sierra City. 
Reservations are advisable since there may be several other 
birding groups in the area at the same time. Some of the 
motels are: 

HARRINGTON'S SIERRA PINES 
SIERRA CHALET 
BUTTES MOTEL 
SIERRA BUTTES INN 

(916) 862-1151 
(916) 862-1110 
(916) 862-1170 
(S'lb) 862-1122 

Please call the coordinator or the Audubon Office 1593-7368) 
to make your reservations for the trip. Reservations can be 
made up to June 1. After that date we may not be able to 
arrange accomodations or meals at the Sierra Campus. Please 
let us know if you need transportation or can take r1ders. 
Car-poolers will be requested to assist in defraying the 
drivers' expenses. Detailed directions will be provided for 
all drivers who need them. Nights and mornings can be cool 
and the afternoons quite warm so bring appropriate clothing. 
Walking will be generally along level trails and will be 
minimal, but stout shoes or boots are recommended. 

Those of you who are members of or are interested 1n the 
Nature Sounds Society will have an opportunity to "double 
up" your enjoyment, since the Society will also be using the 
Sierra Campus for their field trip headquarters on this 
weekend. 

COORDINATOR CLIFF RICHER 3::;5-4058 
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I:<ESTERSON UPDATE 

Th1ngs are heating up In the Central Valley town of Hanford, 
wh1ch 1s almost 100% dependent on the trade of those growers 
who belong to the Westlands Water District. As of February 
28 the Bureau of Reclamation determined that the growers 
were not complving with the terms o+ the Apr1l 198S 
agreement and that the 1rr1gat1on water dra1nage exceeded 
the allowable amount bv more than 5.5 m1ll1on cubtc feet. 
As a result the Bureau dtrected the Westlands Water D1str1ct 
to Deg:n plugo1no the dratns. This was 1nit1atea on March 
10 and bv March 15. some storekeepers and farm emolovees 
were 01c~et:nq the westlands o~f1ce 1n Hanford. 

Meanwn11e. act1an c~nt1nues on Qther ~r~nts. fhe s-:.LtC ·.t· a. r-ea 

has been e~-::panded to rnclude ~he ent1re San .J::;aqut n 
Vallev~s drainage prsolems and 1ts ooss1ble aopl:ca~:=ns ~u 

other 1rr1gated areas of the West. 

Reverse osmosis de-salttng of the drain water seems 
tmpracttcal s1nce the latest technical studv would 1nd1cate 
a purification cost appro:dmately 1000 times greater than 
the original cost of the irrigation water. The latest 
technique under study is treatment and de-salting through 
use of high rate algal ponds. (Lots of 1 ittle green 
Kestersons?- Ed.> 

The U.S. 
Control 

Geological Survey and the State 
Board continued to monitor 

throughout the state and collect samples 
runoff. 

Water Resources 
wells and r1vers 
of all types of 

The F1sh and W1ldl1fe Service secured additional water 
supol1es for the Grassland Refuges and for the Kern NWR 1n 
an effort to attract waterfowl awav from Kesterson. The 
hazing program has met with llmited success. Miqratorv 
waterfowl have Deen ~ept of~ the Refuge but w1nter1no 
snoreblrds and res1dent soecres have accepted the 
scarecrows. flash1ng l1qhts ano a1r cannons as part of ~hetr 
env1ronment. And the number of raptors has actually 
1ncreased~ 

St~Gle~ =omm1ss1oned ov the Service showed that b1rd embrv~ 

abnormalittes continued. hatchling mor~a11ty was h19~ and 
that no avocet or st1lt voung survived to the fl1qht stage: 
salmon egg Incubation and hatching were una~fectea by water 
taken from Kesterson but the fry developed slowlv and w1th 
liver and kidney damage. 

In addition the resources of the State and Federal 
Departments of Agriculture and the State Department of Fish 
and Game are being applied to other phases of the problem. 

While it is likely that definitive answers will not be 
forthcoming for several years the Kesterson problem 1s no 
longer be1ng swept under the rug. The massive effort 
underway IS costing thousands of hours and millions of 
dollars. This is both gratifying and terrifying, especially 
when you think of the thousands of irrigat1on and drainage 
proJects 1n the West and recall that the f1rst underground 
wastewater did not enter the Kesterson Reservo1r until 1981' 
This problem Is less than five years old' 

The draft Environmental Impact Statement IS due th1s month 
and w1ll propose f1ve alte~nat1ves to solve the problem. We 
w1ll outl1ne those prooosals when they are revealed. 

If vou w1sh mo~e 1nformat1on contact: 

Susan Ho-f--fman 
Program Manager 

US Bureau o+ Reclamat~on 
Mia-Paclflc Reo1onai O+f1ce 

2800 Cottage Way 
Sacramento. Ca. 9582S-lb~8 

Telephone (916) 978-5046 

an~ asK to be out on the mailing list. 
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FIELD TRIP REPORT 
<February 15 and 16) 

F'ETEF J. METROPULOS 

Saturdav. February 15 - MOSS LANDING. 
An informal field tr1p planned for th 
afternoon before the pelaq1c trip was 
held desp1te driving ra1nstorms, high 
surf, gale-force winds. closed roads and 
flood warn1ngs. Ten observers 
assembledat Jetty Road to brave the 
storm. dw1ndl1no to four by the dav's 
blusterv (and merc1full end. The drake 
ha.r l eq' ;: ;, du·- '': at the onset o+ the tr 1 p 
11+~ed Dur SPlll"t.s and three blu§?-w•.p.nc;e~ 

teal at the Moonglow Da1rv were 
enco~_u- acp ng, a.s was a [Tier 11 fl streak1 ng 
across the wlnd-swept fields. Further 
1nland along Elkhorn Slough we spotted 
an osprey and two di~ferent leucistic 
(partial albinol Brewer's blackbirds. 

Sunday, 
PELAGIC 

February 16 MONTEREY BAY 
TRIP. Despite the threat of 

rain and stomach-wrenching swells our 
vessel headed out 1nto the storm-ravaged 
bay. Few other boats were evident even 
though this was the opening weekend of 
salmon f1shing season. After hear1ng of 
the 56 b1rders whose boat tr1p was 
cancelled the prev1ous day we were all 
happy Just to get on board. Occasional 
showers and a rather rough sea were a 
ta1r or1ce for the decent d1solav of 
seab1rds and mammals that were observed 
on the tr1o. Pelaui= b1rds of Interest 
1nciuded a.n ·Jb.:._ .. q:nq t.:_l_a~l.:.:--rt;_Q_::;_ec 

~.i~?:_tr=~s:;..~ 47 blac~_--:._.-.. :_e!l~~ she3Iw2.~er~, 
18 ~cc_'t~:: ~r-lec..rv..,c-_";_~_c_~.. a . J:dDma.r:. ~j~. 
-~aeaers~ 5t) ~C:___12t1a_j. a..r=c~s. 400 
::=._t-l:.n_Q;__~;-::J_s __ ~dJ..;_L_et? - manv 1n tull 
:J~eedlnr:J pi.. u_maqe - 4C' Ca_s_~__;_Q_~_:_~~~.J-.:._-_e:. ~. 

and 10 r-ed_:-__cg_;_:<e~ 

qr::._et:~s_. 

1moress1ve 
porpo1se 
dolphin. 

Mar1ne mammals :ncluded 
close-uc v1ews of Dall 

and the normallv rare common 
as well as the usual sea l1ons 

and 30 or more sea otters. 

<Tne weather was so unpromzsing on the 
Sunday trip tnat the regular 
professional leaders fazled to snow up -
assumzng the trip would be cancelled. 
Debbie Shearwater pressed Peter into 
servzce and tne two of them became the 
impromptu substztu~e leaders. Peter 
acquitted hzmself so well 
a regular tour l~·ader 

Journevs -- Ed.l 

that !Je is now 
for 3f>earwater 

ETHICS ENVIRONMENT 

CPM 1s offer1no EfHICS AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT. a lecture ser1es e~~lor1nq 
values and ethics as thev relate to 

concerns. from eco.!.og1cal 
throughout 
roots of 

Cal1+orn:a w1ll exam1ne the 
envlr:Jnmenta..:. at-t:l-t:udes and 

how values are cult,vated. 

tiarol (:1 G1 111 am 
Ct1ron1cle" :rs 
f'r-ograms are Jn 

o+ "tile ''San t="ranc1Sco 
modera1::1ng the serres . 
tne ~ro wednesday of the 

month at 7:3u PM. H w1ne and cheese 
reception follows each 
sess~ons are free of 

lecture. 
cna.roe. 

sess:ons 1n July and August. 

All 
No • 



IF YOU FIND A BABY BIRD--

WILDLIFE F;<="SCUE 

~f vou f1nd a baby b1~d. the best thing to do 1s 
try to put It back with Its parents. If the baby 
is blind, naked and helpless, putting It 1n the 
nest it came from 1s 1deal. If It's old enough to 
have feathers, is hopping a~ound, but too young to 
fly, it's p~obably at an age whe~e the pa~ents 
follow it around to feed it. If you see the 
parent bird a~ound and he~e a~e no predators 
stalking, the best plan 1s to leave them alone and 
let nature take Its cou~se. 

But if you can't find the nest, or If vou've 
watched f~om a distance fo~ 30 minutes or so and 
the parents haven't ap-peared then the next best 
thing IS to bring them to Wildlife Rescue. If the 
baby 1s naked, then wa~mth Is extremely 1mpo~tant. 
If you can't get to Wildlife Rescue immediately, 
the following steps will get the bird warmed up: 

Line a berry basket or small box with Kleenex 
and set 1t on a heating pad set on low w1th 
one laver of towel between box and pad. Place 
the baby bird 1n the basket and lay a Kleenex 
over the top. Warmth 1s mo~e critical than 
food at th1s point. Don't trv to give any 
liQUidS as they can cause choking. 

Warmth IS also Impo~tant fo~ the olde~ babies 
but the situation IS not usually l1fe threat­
ening. Put them In a tissue box with top and 
a1r holes. If thev Sit down all fluffed up, 
set the box on a low setting heating pad with 
a towel between the heating pad and the box. 

San Francisco Peninsula BirdHatching is Sequoia 
Audubon Society's guide to birding sites in San 
Francisco and San Mateo County. Mo~e than 30 
different spots are described and accompanied by 
maps, directions and helpful notes about each 
spot. A species index directs you to habitats for 
the birds you want to see. Order one for yourself 
and several as gifts~ Use this form to order your 
copy today. Only $10.78 <Taxes, shipping and 
handling included>. 
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%'l.'l.%%%'l.%%%%'l./././././././.%%%%'l.%'l.%%%%%%%% 
Also available by mail - including postage and tax 

National Geographic Field Guides $16.00 
Birding at the Bottom of the Bay 8.25 
Mono Lake Guidebooks 7.60 
Birds of the Sacramento Area 4.50 
%/.%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%/.%/.%%/.%%%%%%%%%%%%%/.%%%%%%%% 
Send checks to: 

Allow 14-18 davs 
for delivery 

Sequoia Audubon Society 
720 El Camino Real #403 
Belmont, Ca. 94002 

NAME ••••••.•.••••.•.•...•••••••••••••••..•.•••••• 

ADDRESS ••.•.••••••.•...•..•••.•.•.••••••.•.•••••• 

~~!~so.AvAiLABLE.AT-~EETiN6ss!~~Eso~E·Fi~~D-TRiPs· 

As soon as vo~ can. nr:ns the blr~ :~!tO the 
W1ldl1fe Rescue +or :dent:~1ca~1an and tneG we can 
all dec1de wno w1ll ralSE :~. !den~~~:ca~:cr c+ 
the baby determines 1ts d1et, ·~eaueGc~ Qf 
feed1ng. housing needs. etc. If vou want to ~aise 
the bird, then you w1ll need some tra1n1ng t~ get 
famlliar with all the steps Involved. 

Ultimately the best pa~ents a~e the:~ natural ones 
so don't be too hasty 1n ~emov1ng a baby bl~d f~om 
Its area unless it's in immediate dange~ o~ You 
can dete~mine that 1t ~eallv 1s abandoned. 

OILSPILL UPDATE 

Of the approximately 2500 birds ~escued, 
1000 were brought to and t~eated at the 
Humane Society's Wildlife Rescue. More 
hours went into saving thei~ l1ves but 
lived long enough to be be ~eleased. 

more than 
Pen1nsula 
than 7200 

only half 

The cost for this effort mav be as h1gh as $60,000 
but the main ouest1on IS how much did 1t cost the 
licensed owner of the offending ba~ge? 

The fine 1n such cases is $10,000 plus the cost of 
cleanup of the beaches 1f the shiP Intentionally 
pumped the oil. But how do you prove this? If 
this bothers vou and YOU th1nk ~est1tut1on should 
be made to Wildl1fe Rescue, please wr1te to: 

Depa~tment of F1sh and Game 
1416 9th st~eet 

Sac~amento. Ca. 95814 

San Francisco 

Peninsula 

Birdwatching 



BIRDATHON 1986 

The 1986 Birdathon began at 3:30 a.m. at the 
Intersection of Highwavs 1 and 92 when Linda 
Kypta, Peter Metrooulo~. Cliff Richer and Barrv 
Sauppe met and packed their gear into Rick 
Johnson's van. 

L1nda took the first sttnt as chauffeur and for 
the ftrst t1me 1n +tve of these out1ngs failed to 
spot a barn owl on the wav down to Pescadero 
Marsh. At the marsh, the taped calls were 
answered somewhat reluctantlY ov one and then 
several V1rg1n1a ra1ls. A song sparrow. a coot 
and a mallard all protested over thetr sleep being 
disturbed and a great horned owl sounded faintlv 
from the htllside behind. Then, to everyone's 
surprtse. a sora responded almost 1nstantlv to 
1ts taped call. An excellent start' 

The screech owls and pygmy owls responded quickly 
at Butano State Park. There was no response from 
the saw-whet owls but this was expected at thts 
time of vear when they are on their nests. 

Now well ahead of schedule and 
drtzzle comtng out of the fog cover, 
decided to wait for the dawn chorus 

with a steadv 
the birders 

in hopes of 
picking up a late-staytng hermit or even a 
varied - thrush. Swainson's thrushes opened the 
morning sing-along and were soon joined by a 
chestnut-backed chickadee, plain titmice, white­
crowned sparrows and at last - the hermit thrush. 

A singing grasshopper sparrow along Cloverdale 
gave us another elusive species and Barry began to 
talk of possibly 200 species for the day. 

An olive-sided flycatcher gave us h1s "qu1ck three 
beers" call at Gazos Creek but the wood pewees 
were strangelv Silent. Acorn, downy and hatrY 
woodpeckers and a northern flicker completed our 
expected ltst of coastal woodpeckers. 

It was still not quite 7:00 a.m. and our spec:es 
count was close to 100 as we were greeted at 
Pigeon Point bv a flying black oystercatcher. As 
if to make his point. he waited until we had all 
gotten out of the van and then flew back again, 
calling loudly. The light drizzle was still with 
us, but visibility was satisfactory and we quickly 
Identified all three loons and all three cormor­
ants as well as the expected murres and marbled 
murrelets. When the drizzle became rain, we 
retired to the van and outdrove the weather down 
the coast to Ano Nuevo picking up two or three 
species along the way but missing the hoped for 
(but not expected) bank swallows and black swifts. 

On the return, Peter found a bonus - a beached 
black-legged kitt1wake at the Gazos Creek mouth. 

At P1geon Po1nt the v1slbil1ty had Improved and we 
were now able to see much farther out to sea. A 
fulmar. sooty shearwaters, k1tt1wakes, pomar1ne 
and parasitic Jaegars and brants all flew by, most 
of them head1no north, but a few returning south. 
And then. +1ve Pink-footed shearwaters gave Barrv 
the chance to oo1nt out the differences 1n the1r 
fl1gnt patterns and the1r d1stinct1ve mark1ngs 
VlSlble even +rom a m1le or more awav. Phalarooes 
also w1noed by, but too small, too +ar and too 
fast to hazard an :oent1t1cat1on. 

Tne qroup was JUbilant. Thev were now well ahead 
of clan and of last year's pace. A two hundred 
~oec1es dav was now clearlv poss1ble. 

F"AGE 

This was a short-lived advantage as we now 
encountered a ser1es of disappointments. The snow 
and Ross' geese and the golden plover were gon. 
from the f1elds above P1qeon Point and we wer 
unable to locate the rock sandpiper at Pebble 
Beach. The green-backed heron and blue-winged teal 
wh1ch had been at the Marsh the week before were 
nowhere 1n ev1dence and the usuallv rel1able 
Amer1can b1tterns refused to cooperate. 
Offsett1nq this to some extent were the overflight 
by three wh1mbrels and the bank swallows flitting 
about the base of the observat1on h1ll. 

On the way to Foster City we piCked uo tri-colored 
blackbirds and a spotted sandpiper. The knots 
were at the shell bar but the long-billed curlews 
were not. At Redwood Shores we found the horned 
larks and a small bonanza at a nearby pond with 
canvasbacks, an American wigeon, a common 
goldeneye, avocets, dunlins, both species of 
dowitcher and a fam1ly of Canada Geese with the 
goslings in line between the two adults. Peter 
was especially exuberant at the latter. "The first 
nest1ng record for the county," he exclaimed. 

At Mountain VIew Forebay and Charleston Slough we 
came back down to earth as the "for sure" burrow­
Ing owls failed to show. We were unable to find 
any holdover pel1cans or unusual gulls and still 
no bitterns or blue-w1nged teals. The Palo Alto 
Flood Control Basin also d1sappo1nted us as the 
resident redheads stayed hidden among the reeds. 

A quick stop at Ravenswood Slough near the 
Dumbarton Bridge qave us a ruddy turnstone but no 
W1lson's phalaropes. 

When we crossed the bridqe our scorecard showed a. 
few more than 150 soec1es. _!_f we were to h1 t 200 
we would need everv one of the Mines Road 
spec1al~1es and a ~ew more t. 8oot. 

Bv the ~1me we stopped at L1ve~more to refuel we 
had added two more specie~ to the count. Linda 
had been behind the wheel for more than 10 hours 
at thIs POl nt so Cl1 f f RIcher now took over. Five 
days before he had led a f1eld triP to this area 
and he used this experience to hit onlv the high 
spots during the few remaining dayltght hours. 

Our first two stops produced new birds but failed 
to turn up the prairie falcon or the hooded 
orioles that had been present In previous trips. 
"Hummingbird H1ll" produced the expected rufous 
hummers but no call1ope. The phainopepla were 
cooperative (and continued to be from th1s point 
on) and we added a few more of the expected inland 
chaparral species. 

Th1ngs began to look better when the turkeys and 
the rufous-crowned sparrows showed up as scheduled 
and lazuli buntings were heard. A stop at the old 
Branding Iron Cafe location tailed to produce the 
expected western tanager but Yielded Say's phoebe, 
a black phoebe, an ash-throated flycatcher and a 
non-vocalizing western wood-pewee, the only one to 
be seen or heard dur1ng the entire day. 

We were mrssing too many birds and we knew that we 
had little chance for the maqiC 200. But last 
year's record ot 184 species was st1ll withln. 
reach and the qroup now resolved to exceed that 
marK. Two more stops produced a rock wren and a 

<Continued on Page Seven) 
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BIRDATHON 1986 
<Continued from Page Six) 

wood duck but no Lawrence's goldfinch 
that most reliable of the Mines Road 

•

pecialties. 

The rest stop at the Junction Cafe 
produced nothing but two dogs who seemed 
to have an inbred antipathy towards 
birders or binoculars or people from San 
Mateo County <or maybe all three). 

A side trip into the San Antonio Valley 
produced the expected Lew1s' woodpeckers 
and three more wood ducks but no other 
new spec1es and one last stop before 
entering Del Puerto Canyon fa1led to 
turn up the Lawrence's goldf1nch. 

With only a l1ttle more than an hour of 
dayl 1 ght left we went careen1ng down the 
Canyon to our next stop 20 m1les away 1n 
Stan1slaus County. Our runn1ng tally 
showed us to have 182 spec1es two 
short of last year s b1rdathon total. 
We had three "stakeout" b1rds lett plus 
one "h1ghly probable". Our luck needed 
to change for us to break the record. 

And change it d1d' We were scarcely out 
of the van when L1nda po1nted out the 
Costa's humm1ngb1rd, perched r1ght where 
we had left it the previous Sunday. Two 
minutes later Peter called "Canyon 
wren'", correctly identifying Barry's 
tape recorder fifty yards away. But 
then Barry cried out "That wasn't the 
tape'" and the b1rd popped up less than 

•

ix feet from us belligerently s1ng1ng 
o ward off this invasion of his 

territory. 

One more stop was left before sundown 
and our runn1ng total was exactly the 
same as last year. We had one "stake­
out" left, one probability and one 
remote possibility. Ten m1les more on 
the w1nd1ng canyon road w1th the shadows 
lengthening and we reached the "owl 
rocks". L1nda d1d 1 t aga1n. f1nd1ng a 
barn-owl s1tt1ng exactly where 
seen h1m f1ve days earl1er. 

she had 
And h1gh 

of the overhead. tw1nkl1ng 1n and out 
rema1n1ng sunl1ght above the canyon 
walls were white-throated sw1fts 
b1rd we had prev1ously g1ven up on. 

a 

Ant1-Cl1mat1cally, the return JOUrney 
along Corral Hollow Road yielded ne1ther 
poorwills nor n1ghthawks. 

Barry felt we needed one more bird to be 
sure we hadn't m1scounted and had a last 
minute inspiration. He felt that he 
might be able to coax a song from one of 
the b1rds at his feeder 1n Montara. 

At 10:30 p.m., a br1ef play1ng of 1t's 
taped song produced a reply from Barry's 
white-throated sparrow and brought the 
1986 Birdathon to an end. 

•

(The next day, the l1st was entered 1nto 
SAS's computer and the f1nal offic1al 
pr1ntout showed that the b1rders had 
indeed m1scounted. The new record was 
not 187- but 189.) 

BIRD 

LOON. RED-THROATED 
LOON, ARCTIC 
LOON, COMMON 
GREBE, PJHILLED 
GREBE. HORNED 
GREBE. EARED 
GREBE. WESTERN 
GREBE. CLARK'S 
FULMAR. NORTHERN 
SHEARWATEf:, PJNK-FOOTED 
SHEARWATER. SOOTY 
PELICAN. BROWN 
CORMORANT. DOUBLE-CRESTE:1 
CORMORANT. BRANDT'S 
CORMORANT. PELAGIC 
HERON. GREAT BLUE 
EGRET, GfiEAT 
E3RET, SNOWY 
NIGHT -HEhON, BLACK-CROWNED 
BRANT 
GOOSE. CANADA 
DUCK. WOOD 
TEAL. GliEEN-wi~GED 
•ALLARD 
WIGEON, AMERICAN 
o:N'AL.. NJf:TH.EF;N 
TEAL. CINNAMON 
SHCVELER. NORTHERN 
GADwALL 
CANVASBACK 
DUCK. RING-~ECKED 
SCAUP, GREATER 
SCAUP, LESSER 
SCOTER, BLACK 
SCOTER, WH !TH I NGED 
SCOTER, SURF 
GOLDENEYE. COMMON 
BUFFLEHEAD 
~ERGANSER. RED-BREASTED 
DUCK. RUDDY 
VULTURE. TURKEY 
K lTE, BLACK-SHOULDERED 
HARRIER, NORTHERN 
HAWK, SHARP-SHINNED 
HAWK~ RED-TAILED 
EAGLt. GOLDEN 
KESTREL. A~ERICAN 
PHEASANT. RING-NECKED 
TURKEY, WILD 
QUAIL, CALIFORNIA 
RAIL. VIRGINIA 
SORA 
MOORHEN. COMMON 
COOT. AMERICAN 
PLOVER. BLACK-BELLIED 
PLOVER, SEMHALMATED 
KILLDEER 
OYSTERCATCHER, BLACK 
STILT. BLACK-NECKED 
AVOCET. AMERICAN 
YELLDWLEGS, GREATER 
IIILLET 
TATTCER. WANDERING 
SANDP !PER, SPOTTED 
WhiMBREL 
GODWIT. MARBLED 
TURNSTONE. RUDDY 
TuRNSTONE. BLACK 
SURFB!RD 
KNOT, RED 
SANDERLING 
SANDPIPER. ~ESTERN 
SANDPIPER. LEAST 
DUNLIN 
DOWITCHER. SHORT -BILLED 
DOWITCHER, LONG-BILLED 
PHALAROPE, RED-NECKED 
JAEGER. POMARINE 
JAEGER. PARASITIC 
GULL, BONAPARTE'S 
GULL, RING-BILLED 
GULL. CALIFORNIA 
GULL. HERRING 
GULL, WESTERN 
GULL. GLAUCOUHINGED 
KITTIWAKE, BLACK -LEGGED 
TERN, CASPIAN 
TERN. COMMON 
TERN, FORSTER'S 
MURRE, COMMON 
GUILLE~OT. PIGEON 
MURRELET, MARBLED 
AUKLET. RHINOCEROS 
DOVE. ROCK 

4/25/86 BIRDATHON RESULTS 
LOCATION BIRD 

PcGEON POINT 
"IGEON POINT 
PIGEON POINT 

PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO ~ARSH 

PIGEON POINT 
PESCADERO MARSH 

PcGECN POINT 
PIGEON POINT 
PIGEON POINT 
PIGEON POINT 
PIGEON P~lNT 
f'ISEON POINT 
F:GEGN POINT 

PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO ~ARSH 

MOUNTAIN v:Ew 
PIGEON PQINT 

REDwOOD SHORES 
~INES ~iJAD 

FESCADE.\0 ~AFSH 
PESCADERO ~ARSH 

REDwCGD SHO~ES 
P.EDoOOD SHORES 

PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO ~ARSH 

REDwOOD SHORES 
PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO MARSH 

FOSTER C lTY 
PIGEON POINT 
PIGEON POINT 
PIGEON POINT 

REDWOOD SHORES 
PESCADERO MARSH 

PIGEON POINT 
PESCADERO MARSH 

SOUTH COAST 
PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO MARSH 

MINES ROAD 
PESCADERO MARSH 

MINES ROAD 
PESCADERO MARSH 

PALO ALTO 
MINES ROAD 

GAZOS CREEK 
PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO MARSH 

MOUNTAIN VIEW 
PESCADERO MARSH 

MOUNTAIN VIEW 
PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO MARSH 

PIGEON POINT 
PESCADERO MARSH 

REDWOOD SHORES 
PESCADERO MARSH 

PIGEON POINT 
PIGEON POINT 

PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO MARSH 

MENLO PARK 
PIGEON POINT 
PIGEON POINT 

mwOOD SHORES 
PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO MARSH 
PESCADERO MARSH 

REDWOOD SHORES 
REDWOOD SHORES 

PESCADERO MARSH 
PIGEON POINT 
PIGEON PO I NT 
PIGEON POINT 

MOUNTAIN VIEW 
PIGEON PO I NT 
PIGEON PO I NT 
PIGEON POINT 
PIGEON POINT 

GAZOS CREEK 
PIGEON POINT 
PIGEON PQI~T 

PESCADERO MARSH 
PIGEON POINT 
PIGEON POINT 
PIGEON POINT 
PIGEON POINT 

SOUTf< :JAST 

PIGEON. BA~D-TAILED 
DOVE, MOURNING 
BARN-OWL, CO~,MON 
SCREECH-OWL, WESTERN 
Owl. GREAT HORNED 
PYGMY-OWL, NORTHERN 
SwiFT. WHlTHHROATEii 
HUMMINGBIRD. ANNA'S 
HUMMINGBIRD. COW'S 
HUM I NGB I RD, RUFOUS 
HUMMINGBIRD. ALLEN'S 
KINGFISHER. BELTED 
~OODPECKER, ~Ewrs· 
WOODPECKER, ACORN 
wOODPECKER, NUT; ALL'~ 
WOODPECKER, DOWNY 
WOODPECKER, HA I" I 
>LICKER, NORTHERN 
FLYCATCHER. QLlvH!DED 
WOOD-PEwEE, WESTERN 
FLYCATCHER, WESTEr~~ 
PHOEBE. &LACK 
PHOtBE. SAY'S 
UCATCHER, ASH-THROATED 
;rmm. WESTEF-N 
LARK. rlORNED 
SWALLOw, TREE 
SWALLOW, VIOLET-GREEN 
SWALLOW, N. ROUGH-WINGED 
SWALLOW, BANK 
SwALLOW, CLIFF 
SWALLOW L BARN 
JAY, STtLLER' S 
JAY; SCRUB 
MAGPIE, YELLOW-BILLED 
CROW, A~ERICAN 
RAVEN, COMMON 
CHICKADEE, CHESTNUT -BACKED 
TITMOUSE, . PLAIN 
BUSH TIT 
NUTHATCH, WHITE-BREASTED 
NUTHATCH, PYG~Y 
CREEPER, BROWN 
WREN, ROCK 
WREN CANYON 
WREN: BEWICK'S 
WREN, HOUSE 
WREN, WINTER 
WREN, MARSH 
KINGLETb RUBY-CROWNED 
BLUEBIR , WESTERN 
THRUSH, SWA I NSON' S 
THRUSH, HERMIT 
ROBIN, A~ER!CAN 
WREN TIT 
~OCK I NGB I RD, NORTHERN 
THRASHER. CALIFORNIA 
PHA I NOPEPLA 
SHRIKE, LOGGERHEAD 
STARLING, EUROPEAN 
VIREO, HUTTON'S 
VI REO, WARBL! NG 
WARBLER, ORANGE -CROWNED 
WARBLER, YELLOW 
WARBLER, YELLOHUMPED 
WARBLER, TOWNSEND'S 
WARBLER. MACGILLIVRAY'S 
YELLOWTHROAT, COMMON 
WARBLER, WILSON'S 
GROSBEAK, BLACK -HEADED 
BUNT lNG. LAZULI 
TOWHEE, RUFOUS-SIDED 
TOWHEE, BROWN 
SPARROW, RUFOUS-CROWNED 
SPARROW, CHIPPING 
SPARROW, LARK 
SPARROW, SAVANNAH 
SPARROW, GRASSHOPPER 
SPARROW, SONG 
SPARROW, GOLDEN-CROWNED 
SPARROW, WHITE-CROWNED 
SPARROW, WHITE THROATED 
JUNCO, DARK-EYED 
BLACKSIRD, RED WINGED 
BLACKBIRD, TRI-COLORED 
~EADOWLARk, WESTERN 
BLACKBIRD, BREwER'S 
COWBIRD, BROWN-i1EADED 
ORIOLE. NORTHERN 
FINCH, PURPLE 
FINCH, HOUSE 
SISKIN, PINE 
GOLDFINCH, LESSEh 
GOLDFINCH, AMERICAN 
sqi"OW. hOUSE 

OBSERVERS: L:naa Kvota. Peter Metrooulos. Ci:ff R:cher a"d Barrv Sawooe 
WEATHER: Vanable - bec1nn1nq 1n faa ana dr:::le and enO:no ,.:th clear wea~i.e'" 

moderate- w1nds llont to moBerate w:tr some qust1nq. 
Tl~E IN F:ELD: ):30 A.M. to 9:30 >',M, -- :5 hours 
DISTANCE COVERED: 27!: mlles bv car, less t~an one m1le ov foot: :c 5 :o~ntles 
Nu~m OF SPECIES IDENTIFIED: 189 

PAGE SEVEN 

LCCPT !0'1 

C:~"li!'H: "l·AST 
PESCADEi:] MA•:SH 

McNES 'DAD 
BUTANC S'ATE 'm 
BUTANO STATE OA'·k 

5MCS CF:EEK 
~INES ~0AD 

''ESCAjERO ~Af:SH 
~!NES ~CAD 
mES RJAD 

GAZCS CMEEk 
F'ES':ADEt:Q ~AP.SH 

S A~TGNIG 11AL 
SAZ~S ::F.EEK 
GC!ZJS CREE~ 
GAZOS CREEK 
GAZQS C~EEK 

PESCADERO ~ARSH 
GAZJS CRtEk 

MINES ~DAD 
BUTANG SlATE fA~K 

•!NES ROAD 
MiNtS ROAD 
MINES ROAD 
~!NES RGAD 

f:EDwDOD SHORES 
PESCADE>O •ARSi1 
PESCADERO ~ARSH 
PESCADERO rARSH 
PESCADERO MRSH 
PESCADERO ~ARSH 
PESCADERO MARSH 

GAZOS CFEEK 
BUTANO STATE PARK 

NILES CANYON 
MOUNTAIN VIEW 

6AZOS CREEK 
6AZOS CREEK 

MINES ROAD 
GAZOS CREEK 

MINES ROAD 
GAZOS CREEK 
GAZOS CREEK 

MINES ROAD 
MINES ROAD 
MINES ROAD 
MINES ROAD 

BUTANO STATE PARK 
PESCADERO MARSH 

GAZOS CREEK 
MINES ROAD 

BUTANO STATE PARK 
BUTANO STATE PARK 

GAZOS CREEK 
BUTANO STATE PARK 

HALF MOON BAY 
MINES ROAD 
MINES ROAD 
MINES ROAD 

CLOVERDALE ROAD 
GAZOS CREEK 
GAZOS CREEK 
GAZOS CREEK 

MINES ROAD 
MINES ROAD 
MINES ROAD 

GAZOS CfiEEK 
PESCADERO MARSH 

GAZOS CfiEEK 
MINES ROAD 
MINES ROAD 
MINES ROAD 

BUTANO STATE PARK 
MINES ROAD 
Ml NES ROAD 
MINES ROAD 

SOUTH COAST 
CLOVERDALE ROAD 
PESCADERO MAm 

MINES ROAD 
GAZOS CREEK 

MONTARA 
GAZOS CREEK 

PESCADERO MARSH 
SOUTH SHOPE 

MINES ROAD 
SOUTH COAST 
~!NE5 Ru4D 
MINES ROAD 

GAZOS CREEK 
GAZOS CRm 
GAZQS CREEK 

M! NES F,CAD 
·JJ~TH COA3T 

C!S£GN C[!~~ 
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DON~ T t-< ILL THE MESSENGER 

CLlt-F RICHER 

In ancient days kings and tyrants who received bad 
news or late news, were known to vent tneir rage 
by dispatchlng the messenger .•• permanently. 

In the past few months a number of you have com­
plained about not getting your Needles on time and 
we have Informed vou that our printer, Cron's, and 
our folding and mailing volunteers have done their 
JOb and gotten It to the Post Office on time, so 
the fault obviouslv has to lie With the Postal 
Service. 

Well, this month at least. don't 1:1ll the messen­
ger. Your Editor takes full responsibility for 
the tardiness. By wav of explanation, I can only 
plead that the IRS reouired my exerciSing my 
skills In other areas (at least until April 15), 
that an arthritic shoulder started act1ng up and 
prevented me from typing with mv left hand for a 
week and that month-end commitments for two field 
trips and a B1rdathon proved to be more demanding 
than anticipated. 

Mv apologies. We'll trv to avoid 1ts happen1nq 
aga1n and please don't blame the postman. 
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