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SA'3 GENERAL MEETING 

The January program is one which 
promises to be of interest to every 
member of Sequoia Audubon. Animal 
1 ovPrs'l bir-der-s.. cclnservati oni sts - no 
matter what your 1nterest are, this 
should be a fascinat1ng evening. 

Our speaker is Brian Walton, head of the 
breeding bird project of the U.C. Santa 
Cruz Predatory B1rd Rehabilitation 
Center who will describe the work of the 
center using such standard visual aids 
as slides and - barring unforeseen 
circumstances- will have one or more of 
the Center's patients with him. 

The anticipated star of the show should 
be a young peregrine falcon which was 
found -ill and near starvation -a few 

•

weeks 
a teo 
here 

ago along the bay shore in San 
County and brought to the Center 

it has made a remarkable recovery. 

Brian is also involved in the Predatory 
Bi1~d Group at U.C. Santa Cruz. In 
conjunction with the Peregrine Fund, 
they are asking for your help in 
compiling habitat utilization data for 
peregr>ne falcons. If you have any 
peregrine observations in 1984, bring 
your notes to the meeting. There will 
be special information forms for you to 
complete to assist them in their work. 

The meeting will be at the usual time 
and place on Thursday. January 10 at the 
San Mateo Garden Center, 605 Parkside, 
West of the Alameda in San Mateo. 

The social mixer beg1ns at 
the meeting at 8:00 P.M. 

7:30, 

SANDERLING CENSUS 

with 

The Sanderling Project, based in Bodega, 
needs your help in conducting their 
annual mid-winter census for the I ocal 
populations on the beaches from Pesca­
dero Point to San Gregorio and the South 
Bay mudflats on Sat•orday and Sunday, 
January 5th and 6th. They are parti­
cularly interested in color-banded birds 
which they marked this past spring in 

.rthern Dr·e~Jon. 

The San Francisco Bav Bird Observatory 
is coordinating the local effort. If 
you can help, give thPm a call at (408) 
946-6548 for information on times and 
places. 
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SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY San Mateo County, Ca. 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Peter Steinhart, whose essays are normally examples of clear 
writing and linear logic, appeared to be having some trouble 
with the essay entitled, ironically enough, "Simplicity", 
which appeared in the November 1984 issue of "Audubon" 
maga:z1ne. 

It is clear that Steinhart found himself at odds with 
himself. Throughout the essay he is nostalgic for the good 
old days of the '60s and '70s when so many longed for and 
believed in the "return to the simple life" and he finds it 
hard to believe the evidence of his senses, his logic and, 
ultimately, his writing. 

The truth is that the "simple life" is immensely comple>: and 
demanding. In its most basic form the simple life devolves 
to basic subsistence, requiring all of the individual's time 
and attention merely to stay alive. At a somewhat higher 
level, the demands of the simple life require immense 
expenditures of personal energy and the acquisition of spe­
cialized knowledge and complicated physical skills. As a 
simple example, one does not merely take a piece of iron and 
bang away at a tree trunk. The mere selection of an axe is 
a largely lost art and even today, in the era of the chain 
saw, most woodsmen own several axes with each edge sharpened 
for a particular use. Once having acquired this tool, 
countless hours of effort are required in order to become 
reasonably adept in its safe usage. Additional skills are 
then required to know what to cut, how to cut it and how to 
reduce it ·to manageable and usable pieces. Having now 
gotten to this stage, a whole new set of skills must now 
come into play- stacking, drying, laying the fire, etc., 
etc, 

How much simpler it is just to turn up the thermostat! 

Nor is the simple life necessarily more healthful or 
beneficial. In the small town ih northern New Hampshire 
where I grew up there were very few grown men who did not 
bear axe marks somewhere on their bodies and I can still 
remember vividly those cold and still winter mornings when 
my eyes burned and my throat ached from the residues of the 
acrid wood smoke that lingered. The worst of Los Angeles' 
famous smog has never even approached that sensation. 

There is no simple life and there never has been. Life is a 
complex, ever-changing experience. The concern over 
carcinogens and contaminants is justified but should be kept 
in perspective. Past generations did not concern themselves 
with these problems because they seldom lived long enough to 
be affected. At various times they had far more to be 
concerned about from cave bears, the black plague, gangrene, 
malaria, pneumonia, smallpox or the great molasses flood 
than about potential long term dangers. 

Almost everything in life is a compromise. If we are going 
to control disease, provide rapid communication and 
transportation and feed the hungry, we need the science and 
technology to do it and our concerns must be with minimizing 
and controlling their adverse side-effects, not with 
abolishing them and returning to the simple(?) life. 
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.JAI\j. ~;As BOARD MEE.TING. 7:::CJ P.M. at the Se~1Fs Sav1nqs 
TI-IUH~oDIW Flz.ml Buildinq, lE.CO S. Gr-ant St., San MatE•c. ALL 

MEMBERS ARE WELCOME.. 

JAN. ~ BAY AREA AUDUBON COUNCIL MEETING at the Richar-dEon 
SATURDAY Bav Audubon Center- and Sanctuar-y, 376 Gr-ePnwood 

Beach Rd.~ Tibur-on. All members are welcome. 
Refr-eshments will be available at 9:00A.M. with the meeting 
star-ting at 9:30. Br-ing a lunch and enjoy the beautjful 
~c.Ut"TOLtndings. TaLe Hwy. 101 north acr-oss the Golden Gate 
Br-idge and exit at Tibur-on Blvd. Go east on Tibur-on Blvd. 
appr-oximately one-half mile and take a r-ight on Gr-eenwood 
Beach Rd. Follow this for- about one-half mile mor-e to the 
Education Cente·r- on the r-ight. 

JAN. 10 SAS GENERAL MEETING. THE U.C. SANTA CRUZ RAPTOR 
THURSDAY REHABILITATION CENTER with B·ian Walton. An 

illustr-ated talk with the possibility of meeting 
one or- two of the Center-'s distinguished patients. At the 
San Mateo Gar-den Center-, Par-kside, west of the Alameda, in 
San Mateo. Social Mixer- begins at 7:30 P.M. . 

JAN. 12 STRYBING ARBORETUM IN GOLDEN GATE PARK With its 
SATURDAY outstanding var-iety of native, exotic and impor-ted 

plants. Str-ybing Ar-bor-etum attr-acts the unusual as 
well as the mor-e common winter-ing bir-ds. For- example, a 
yellow-bellied sapsucker- lr-ed-naped r-ace) is spending its 
second winter- at the ar-bor-etum and has been seen las of 
pr-ess time) with some r-egular-ity (but some diffiiculty also). 
Our- leader- is par-ticular-ly well qualified las the for-mer­
Pr-esident of the Ar-bor-etum Society) to lead us thr-ough the 
sometimes confusing byways and point out many of its 
attr-actions. We will meet at 8:30 A.M. in the par-king lot 
behind the Hall of Flower-s at the inter-section of 10th Ave. 
and Lincoln Way on the nor-th side of Lincoln Way. the 
ear-lier- than usual star-ting time is dictated by possible 
par-king difficulties and car--pooling is encour-aged. To get 
ther-e take I-280 nor-th to the left exit to 19th Avenue in 
Daly City and follow 19th Avenue to Golden Gate Par-k. 
Befor-e 19th Ave. enter-s the par-k, take a r-ight on Lincoln 
Way and follow it to 10th Ave. Car--pooling is encour-aged. 
Call Cliff Richer 1355-40581 or- the Audubon Office 159::':-
73681 for- details. Heavy r-ains cancel the tr-ip, which will 
other-wise br-eak up at lunchtime. 

LEADER HADLEY OSBORN 

/==~============\ 

/==============~====/ WELCOME' \==================\ 
FIELD TRIPS AND THE GENERAL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO ALL 
MEMBERS AND TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. BEGINNERS ARE WELCOME 
ON ALL OF OUR FIELD TRIPS. ALL OF OUR TRIPS THIS MONTH 
ARE SUITABLE FOR BEGINNERS SINCE THEY ARE NEARBY AND MAY 
BE ENJOYED WITHOUT SPECIAL EQUIPMENT, CLOTHING OR PRIOR 

\======================\EXPERIENCE./======================/ 
\==========/ 

JAN. 15 F'ALO P,LTO FLOOD CONTROL BASIN FIELD TRIP. 
TUESDAY Geogr-aphically isolated fr-om the other- ar-eas of 

the Palo Alto Baylands, this complex ar-ea of salt 
and freshwater ponds~ brackish .marshes~ creeks~ sloughs. 
gr-asslands and r-ipar-ian gr-owth offer-s a Wlde var-iety of 
wildlife in the midst of the highly industrialized and 
developed wester-n bay-fr-ont. As a r-esult it offer-s much to 
both the beginning and the skilled bir-der-. Relatively r-ar-e 
bi1~rl~ such as blL1e-w1nged teal~ red~)eads~ merlins. moorhens. 
short-eared owls and Lincoln~s sparrows are regular winter 
r-esJdents and a wide var-iety of other- species can be 

!Continued on Page Thr-ee) 

NEWS FROM 
AUDUBON CANYON RANCH 

For- the past 23 ;ear-s, the Boar-d • 
Audubon Canyon R~nch has successful 
conducted pr-oper-tv acquisitions, fund 
r-aisings and educational pr-ogr-ams at its 
thr-ee pr-eser-ves. But to fur-ther enr-ich 
and r-edefine future goals, the Boar-d 
decided to call OJl outside planners for 
a pr-ofess1onal over-look at all of its 
activities. With the help of the San 
Fr-ancisco Foundat•on, the planning and 
fund r-aising fir-m of Augment was chosen 
for- this pur-pose. 

Many people vJer-e iflvolved in this r-eview 
pr-ocess ... the member-s of the Boar-d, the 
staff, and the member-s o·f the Volunteer­
Council . I nd i vi dttal and gr-oup inter-­
views were conducted, culminating in a 
two day r-etr-eat at the Ranch's Volunteer 
Canyon where small study gr-oups explor-ed 
var-ious alter-natives and suggestions. 

Augment per-sonnel ar-e now evaluating all 
of this infor-mat•on and will r-elease 
their- f1ndings ear-ly 1n 1985. 

The Boar-d expects this cross­
fer-tilization of new ideas to eventually 
cr-eate an ever- mor-e flour-ishing Audubon 
Canyon Ranch. 

• 

1985 SFBBO TOURS 

The San Fr-anc1sco Bay Bir-d Obser-vatory 
vJi 11 be once agai" sponsor-ing a ser-ies 
of low-cost tour-s. Fr-om April 20 to May 
J they will be tour-ing the coast of 
Texas ~Q~ the Lower- Rio Gr-ande Valley in 
an attempt to hit both the migr-ator-y 
waves and the sub-tr-opical species in 
one tr-ip. Pr-evious tour-s cover-ing these 
ar-eas at this t•me of year have had 
lists of up to 300 bir-ds. Cost i•;; $500 
fr-om Houston. LPader-s ar-e Dan Singer­
ilnd D'on Star·ks lt<JLII'" or-ganizer-). Call 
Don at (4081 371-9720 (evenings) or 
wr-ite him at 2076 Foxwor-thy Ave., San 
.Jose 95124 for- fur-ther- infor-mation. • 

tltiiPr- t-n,,,-c; 1 n the pl anni nq stag 
tnclude Death V~lley in May, the 
'::Jout.her-n Sier-ra ,3nd kern River 1 n June~ 

Yosem1te in July, and separ-ate tr-ips to 
f.)ri:~Dnc"'?i and to C.:un,Jor Country in August .. 



B I F<L~ I I..._.Eii CL ,c.:;,~cCJ•SES 

MARYANN DANIELSON 

•~·-yann D.:'lni.el son, vJheo pre~;Pnted <c.uch a 
flnE:' proqram 1n DE~r-PmbeJ' .. " vn]l t~e 

nffprina tw1 cl~~s SPriPs for birders at 
t.ne SeqLtoJa HclttJt. ::.ILI.lCJOI.. l:::.ach ~-eriE'S 

w1ll consist of nine <llustrated lec­
t.ures and five field tr-ips. Registra­
tion is at the first class meeting. 
$35. FE1 E?. 

THE ABC'S OF BIRD IDENTIFICATION - A 
cla=:.s seJ--ies fo1,.. beg1nninq to inter­
mediate birders. Participants will 
learn to recognize birrls using habitat 
fkec\, J::leha•iior-, ~.:olor and other +ield 
marks. Lectures start January 9, 7:30-
9:30 P.M. at the Senior Center in San 
Carlos. Sunday field tr-ips. 

FOLLOW THE BIRDS - For intermediate to 
advanced birders. Emphasis will be on 
winter strategies used by birds to find 
+ood and escape predators and will also 
include information on bird identifica­
tion and behav1or, especially of local 
birds. Class will meet in the Teacher's 
Lounge at Menlo Atherton High School, 
7:30-9:30 P.M., starting January 7, 
1985. Saturday field tr<ps. 

SUNBEAM EXPLORATIONS 
MARYANN DANIELSON 

•

"'•tnbeam Ecology E~-:plorations invites 
erested birders to p~rticipate in two 
ter +ield trips. Instructor and tour 

leader - Maryann Danielson. 

TULE AND kLAMATH LAKES FOR RAPTORS AND 
WATERFOWL: February 15-18. Wintering 
water+owl and birds of prey are the 
objects of this trip. One of the high­
lights is the viewing of large numbers 
of bald eagles leaving ~nd returning to 
their roost from their foraging area on 
the Klamath Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge. A pre-=trip slide lecture on 
Thursday, February 7 wtll highlight the 
wildlife of the area. Fee: $90 which 
includes three ntghts lodging. 
Registration is limited. Deadline is 
February 7. 

SAI-JTA BARBARA AND ENVIRONS: January 25-
27. Santa Barbara led the National 
Audubon Christmas Count in 1982 with 212 
species, so be prepared for a really 
good birding weekend. The mild climate 
provides a wintering area for birds 
uncommon in the Bay Area as well as for 
a number of vagrants. A pre-trip slide 
lecture on Tuesday, .lanu.;:;ry 15 will 
highlight some of the birds that we hope 
to find. Fee is $65 which includes two 
niqhts lodginC). Registr,c;tion is limited. 
Signup deadline is Janu,~ry 15 . 

• 

both trips, transpcwtation and food 
the responsibility of the partici­

ts. Carpools are encouraged and can 
be formed at the pre-trop meeting. Van 
r·ental may be consider,,d. For further 
information call Maryann Danielson (4151 
::'.42-691 9. 

CAL.E:cND?'~R 

(Continued from page two) 

observed In a relatively small area with a minimal 
e>:pemditure of ti.mE?. To get there, take Hwy. 101 to the 
Emb~rcadero e:•: it <:.nd pr·ocPE·d east to the first tr·aff i c_ 1 i gl 1t 
at ~ront~qe Road. Ta~P ~ rinht nn ~rnnt~nP Rd. and look for 
a small parking lot on the left after approximately a half 
mile. We will meet there at 9:00A.M. and bird until noon. 
~~~yy rains will cancel the trip. Regardless of weather 
expect to encounter some muddy going. Other than that the 
terrain is flat and the small amount of walking that will be 
done will be easy going. A good trip for beginners. 

LEADER 

,JAN. 15 
TUESDAY 

ELGIN JURI 325-7470 

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING ---- Time and place 
to be determined - Call the chairman, Rick Johnson 
for details <349-45461. 3rd tuesday ~f each month. 

JAN. 19 FOSTER CITY AREAS FIELD TRIP. Wintering ducks and 
SATURDAY shorebirds will be our main interests along the 

bays and lagoons of Foster City as we look for 
the fieldmarks that separate Barrow's from Common Goldeneye 
and greater and lesser scaup. Meet in the parking lot at 
the Recreation Center on Shell Blvd. at 9:00 A.M. rain or 
shine. The trip should end at noon. lOur distinguished 
visitor of the last two years had not put in his appearance 
at press time- but THINK SMEW'l 

LEADER NICK COIRO 349-1834 

,JAN. 23 EMERALD LAKE FIELD TRIP. Meet at 9:00 A.M. to 
WEDNESDAY walk this quiet residential lake in search of the 

green-backed heron and ring-necked duck. Wear 
boots for muddy areas. In Redwood City. take Jefferson Ave. 
to 939 'Lakeview Way, the thir~ house going south on 
Lakeview. The trip ends at noon. 

LEADER GENEVIEVE MILLER 368-7169 

JAN. 26 MARINE MAMMALS FROM SHORE. We will scan the ocean 
SATURDAY from various shoreline vantage points from 

Pescadero to Ano Nuevo in an attempt to identify 
migrating whales and foraging seals and sea-lions as well 
as beached pinnapeds. We will not venture out onto the 
breeding beaches at Ano Nuevo but,--;ith luck, we expect to 
get close-up views of at least one or two elephant seals. 
As a bonus, you can expect the usual variety of coastal 
birds - black oystercatchers, surfbirds, turnstones and 
maybe even a rock sandpiper. We will meet at 8:30A.M. at 
the parking lot just west of I-280 and before Crystal 
Springs Reservoir where Hwy. 92 meets Hwy. 35. It is recom­
mended that you bring lunch as break-up time is scheduled 
for approximately 2:00 P.M. Steady rain and/or high winds 
cancel the trip. Bring telescopes if you have them. 

LEADEF: 

FEB. 6 
THURSDAY 

SHARON HOM 365-3:369 

SAS BOARD MEETING. 7:30P.M. at the Sears Savings 
Bank Building, 1820 S. Grant St., San Mateo. ALL 
MEMBERS ARE WELCOME. 

IContinuPd on Page 41 



INCOME TAX CHECI-<OFF 

Cal1fornia's income tax checkoff program 
for rare and endangered species got off 
to a half million dollar start last 
o;l-., .. 1 <•<;, <l.ut more wi 11 be needed in 
succeeding years. 

According to Department of Fish and Game 
Director Jack Parnell a contribution 
from every wildlife enthusiast and each 
of their friends would have an important 
positive impact in the endangered wild 
species problem. 

The method is simple. Just look for the 
endangered species line on your Cali­
fornia Income Tax return and fill in an 
even dollar amount. If your returns are 
done professionally, remind the preparer 
that you want to contribute and how much 
to include. If you forget, then make 
the change when you review and sign the 
form. Just ink it in and initial the 
change. 

Last year's $500,000? It's being used 
to purchase critical habitats for a 
number of endangered species, enhance 
and protect other habitats and encourage 
more giving. The goal for the 1985 
campaign is ond million dollars. 

SPRING BIRDING 
CLASSES IN 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Free evening bird classes will be 
offered through the John Adams Community 
College Center starting in January. 
Open enrollment permits students to 
enroll any time during the 18 week 
semester. Just fo directly to the 
classroom, room 227, Marina Middle 
School, corner of Bay and Fillmore 
streets on the day and hour listed 
below. Free parking is available in the 
school lot off Bay Street on the east 
side of the building. 

Each 1 ecture 
and one-half 

c~nsists of a weekly two 
hour illustrated slide 

lecture stressing identification, status 
and habits of North American birds. The 
text for all classes is the FIELD GUIDE 
TO THE BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA by the 
National Geographic Society. The 
instructor is Joseph Morlan, co-author 
of BIRDS OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA and 
compiler of the weekly recorded "North­
ern California Rare Bird Alert". 

ORNITHOLOGY I <Tuesdays, beginning Jan­
uary 15. 7:30-9:30 P.M.> is an 
introduction to avian biology for those 
with no previous birding experience. It 
stresses concepts in behavior, popula­
tion ecology and evolution illustrated 
through the medium of Bay Area birds. 

ORNITHOLOGY II <Wednesdays, beginning 
January 16. 7:30-9:30 P.M.) is for those 
who already know most of the common 
birds and wish to sharpen their field 

(Continued on Page 61 
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FE .H • 'j' -J '' L U;:. f<t'\I'JCic) F'ET 1.113E.':"'. ilNLi F'AI.,J ID-lE ')?',LLEY F I r::LD TF:. 
~)?'JTLJF,.D(.~IY (Jnc·· L+t Ot..tr- !-·11 ~~J-,1 1 qt 1t t d t Slli'Jn{~Y r-rv.•r.·.w-,n,-·, tl~ln rli\!C lP. ~·l~JS of the y. 

.=in P>:(:'lo~,J no tJS~ to 
\!i.·,r··let·y Of r··,::ll,.E• c-:1.f)lj L\fll.\::.lldl blr·ds.. rhe four-

reft_tges nc1rth of Los Banos i1re noted for- white--faced Ibis. 
"'",,. .. ,dh1l l CTc>nP<c·, <> l"'~qc" v'i\n·j c•ty of watpr--towl ar·,d shore-
bit~dl.::~~ ~.-::1r-<t.or-s and ov-Jls.. Twer·~t\,: rn1) P.s SOLith of Los Banos~ 
Lltt.J E f.·'c:1nocr·!E' f.:nad \.o'Jj nd~. it~) wr·:·~·y· tr·l! ouqh the Dictblo Range 
:i.nto F'anochc-;:o \!.::illey whP!~I? WJnte1,.1n1 1 flocks of rnoL1nta 1 n 
pl o,,er~;~ \/E:o:=.ppr- S~la.l·-row~)~ mnunt. CiJ n tJl uE:obl rds.. 1 CJng bi 11 ed 
CUl,.·levJ~:)~ ~:-tncl pPrchPd r-apterr··s VIP t--Jltll the res1dent ~oadrun-
~~r::;~ pha1nopeplEi~; and chu~.F~.r s;. tc~r tt1e b1r-der-s~ attention .. 
~cd.urd,3y WE' plan on mE·Ptlr.q 'ir, the· l=-'ar·f·1nq lot of thP 
Isl.omdei~ l"'otF•l at 9:00 A.M. t.Pfm e proceeding to the 
refugPs. Sunday WP will meet at the prirk1nq lot above LittlP 
F'anochP Detention Rp,;ervoir at B:::::o A .. M .... The trips will qo 
on rain or shine. We havP found thP Islander [(209) 826-
3045] to bP clean, econom1cal and friendly in the past. 
Reservations arP recommendPd at this time of year. Addi­
tional details vJill be foctnd in neo-:i month's 1 1·r•llcc·. and 
information packets should t.P available at the General 
Meeting or at the offlcP. 

LOS BANOS LEADER 
PANOCHE VALLEY LEADER 
TRIP COORDINATOR 

JOHI\I SILLIMAN 
GIL WEST 

CLIFF RICHER 

FORMATION FLYING 

585-3232 
359-0820 
355-4058 

Zooloqists at the Univers1ty of Wash1nqton havP found that 
shorebird flocks rPact like ultra-+a~t chorus lines. Slow 
motion films show that the apparPnt s1multaneous chanqes of 
di1"ection by thesP flocks arP all i••it1ated by one bird. 
ThP question novJ is, how do they decide wh1ch bird'/ 

OUR NEW OFFICE 

Sequoia e~tends a big thank you to thP following people for 
their donations to the new office: 

Jean and Frank Allen 
Mary Bresler 
Mary Gerth 

~:athy GravPs 
Sharon Hom 
Elgin Juri, t\is 

EthPl LudDvic 
Ruth Smith 

sons ~ their truck 

While the office 1s nearly furn1shed, 
fo1~: 

there is still 2 nePd 

MPtal file cabinet.s 
Book case Dr shel~es 

Bullet1n boc>rd 
A business lPvPl de,;k-tDp computPr 

<Ideally an IBM compatible, transportable, dual d1sk drive 
machine _with 12Bf· or more memory and a letter quality or 
dot-matrl>: pr1nter· would be most su1table for our nePds.) 

ThP SAS office is locatPd at: 
720 El Camino Rhd 

Suite 40:::. 
Belmont, Cal1fornia 74002 

Telephone 593-7:::68 
SchPduled hours arP: 

Monday 
Tuesday 

2:30 P.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
9:00A.M. to 12 Noon 

WednPsday-Clo,;rd 
Thursday 2:30P.M .. tc 4:30P.M. 
Friday 2:30 P.M. to 4:30 P.M. 

SincP this schedule is ,;ub:~ect to ch,.r·\>]P vnthout 
i~; r·pcommended thctt you CL:·tl] bE1 +nr·t: v1s1tinq 

The tape or·l the answerinq machjnp will hav~ 
off j C:f? hour~s.. Speci t:d appcn ntmen1 s Cc-:in also 

call1nq 593-7368. 

r1oti ce~ it 
the of+ia 
thP C:LII"r. 
be madP by 



• E:Dt3EWOOD 

The battle to preserve Edgewood County Park's 
unusual and diverse ~ssemblage of rear serpentine­
dependent plants an~ the Bay Chec~erspot Butterfly 
has taken a turn tow~rds confrontation between San 
Mateo County and tw~ other public agencies -the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National 
Park Service. 

On September 11 the Service published a proposed 
rule to give the Bay checkerspot butterfly 
endangered status. This action triggers a one­
year process of publ 1c input and review. 

The county has been ~ware of the pending action to 
list the butterfly as endangered for some four 
years but has proceeded with a golf course plan at 
Edgewood that enci• cles the prime area for the 
butterfly and fails to address smaller colonies. 

The historical dis~ribution of the checkerspot 
butterfly over some 16 colonies in the Bay area is 
now down to five rind two are threatened with 
imminent loss. The San Bruno Mountain colony has 
large population flur tuations that bring it to the 
brink of extinction. The Woodside colony has been 
effectively extingu•shed by the development of 

Woodhill Estates. Only the Edgewood, Jasper 
Ridge and Morgan Hill colonies appear to be viable 
and Morgan Hill's is threatened by overgrazing and 
a proposed sanitary landfill. 

The San Mateo County Board of Supervisors believe 
that the listing of the butterfly will make it 
extremely difficult to build the 18 hole golf 
course at Edgewood Park. Their options include 
fighting the listing of the butterfly as 
endangered, gerrymandering the critical habitat to 
permit the golf course or consulting with Fish and 
Wildlife and the National Park Service to get a 
favorable determination that the golf course will 
not jeopardize the continued existence of the 
butterfly. 

To persons concerned with the long-term survival 
of rare and endangered species, the dilemma of 
Edgewood Park points OLit the continLiing problem. 
Some proponents of the golf course have 
trivialized the problem by arguing that golfers 
are an endangered species, or that the dinosaurs 
were sacrificed so that we could have oil today 
and County Board of Supervisors Chairman Bill 
Schumacher of Daly City captured the spirit o+ 
this attitude by saying, "Put a butterfly in your 
gas tank." It was not a joke. 

-,-- Lennie Roberts 

·--------------------------------§~Q Ec~o~i~£Q E~Q~Q~~l~ ~ic~~~t£biog is Sequoia 
Audubon Society's. n,,., qu1cle to b:ti~dvJ<,tch:inq sites 
frc)nl s~n FrancJSCO to SOLithern San Mateo COLinty. 
Over 31~l diffPrE·rt. spots are descr1bed and 
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ONF:NlTHOLOGY Ill \Thul'"sdays, beginning 
aanuEtr-y 17. 7:3(>-9:30) i£, a continua­
tion of Oi'"nlthology II. It will cover 
land bil'"ds including gamebil'"ds, pigeons, 
cuckoo;;, owls, nightjars, swifts and 
hummingb i t"ds. 

The classes a!'"e sponsot'"ed by Golden Gate 
Audubon Society and all evening classes 
al'"e ft'"ee of charge. Optional field 
trips will be ~rranged on weekends. The 
fee fol'" field trips is $30 for eight 
half-day trips. Details will be 
discussed in class. Please bring bino-
culars and field guides to class if you 
have them. Fopr more information call 
the college at 346-7044 or 239-3070. 

AUDUBON STAMPS 

In April the U.S. Postal Service will be 
commemorating John James Audubon's 200th 
birthday with the issuance of a 22 cent 
stamp. As an avid philatelist and bi!'"d­
watcher, Scott Klynstra has offered to 
prepat'"e some very special EIB§I ~~Y 

COVERS, combining the current issue with 
~~;-iij40 one-cent Audubon stamp. Scott 
will offer these to any fellow SAS mem­
bers at his cost plus a small donation 
to Sequoia. Please call him at 572-4429 
if you're interested in taking advantage 
of this offer. · 

Scott also w!'"ote to us about a weekend 
birding and camping trip taken by him 
and Tom Scott from Redwood City to the 
Tuolumne River via Patterson Pass Road, 
and returning by way of Del Puerto Can­
yon Rd., Mt. Hamilton and Alum Rock Park 
covering a total of 250 miles. 

Some of the trip highlights were: 

"A colony of yellow-billed magpies in 
midair confrontation with a large flock 
of stal'"lings. (Gardner's Cove - San 
,Joaquin River>; 
a live oak neat'" La Gt'"ange filled with 
hundreds of singing black-throated gray 
war-blers; 
a closeup of an osprey clutching a sal­
mon flying up the Tuolumne River near 
Robert's Fe!'"!'"Y Bridge and hovering 
ospt'"ey at Turlock Lake; 
soaF" i ng golden eag 1 es in Del Puel'"to 
canyon; 
a !'"oadF"unne!'" standing along the F"oadside 
on the easte!'"n slope of Mt. Hamilton; 
(And I was beginning to think I was the 
only one who had ever seen one on that 
side of the mountain --- Ed.) 
thousands of migrating salmon in the 
Tuolumne Rivet'"; 
and b,'\ts skimming the rivet'" at evening." 

Our thanks to Scott fo,.- his offel'" and 
for sharing his experiences with us. 

••:ESTE~R~::::;;OJ'...I REI" UGE 

"lh8 f:t·ctte [lppartmPnt cd" VJatE?r- ~:,PE:·n~~= to t,,;;..ve lost intE~r·est 1n 
tt-·1F st-:,·!r:=.,n·i<trn h,,;lM,,n ·~.+ ~--pc·tprsDn F:efuqf-~. Partly th1s sterns 

;-rc'n' "t·e£··Jlr'LJ tr,c.t it ic;; a tedror·cd pn•hlem and paF"tly from 
the1r +ailut··e i.n the lc.<Ct YE''a"" to hc.ve <orne up with anything 
~esembling a solLttion. 

e 

The stc.te Water Resources Contl'"ol Boc.rd 1s dF"afting a cleanup 
order but is reported to be holding it up pend1ng action by 
the Federal Government. 

The FedeF"al agenc1es involved -the Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Bureau of Reclamation - have not pF"ogressed 
much beyond the talking sta9e either. The Planning and 
Conservation League's JeF"ry Meral was asked to sit on the 
BuF"eau of Reclamation's advisory panel on the San Luis DF"ain 
(Kesterson Refuge) pF"oblem and F"eports that in the first 
meeting it was "obvious the Bureau doe'o not know what to do 
abou·~ the drainage problem." 

In Washington, the Department of Interior has earmaF"ked a 
total of up to $30 million for ~~§~§~~b into the problem and 
is e:·:pected to ask the Water Resou!'"ces Control Board to hold 
up its cleanup oF"der until the research is completed 
<Probably 3 yeaF"s). 

Ce,.-tainly this p,.-oblem F"equires study - primaF"ily to pF"event 
its recuF"rence in other areas such as the private 
evaporation ponds of the Salyer and Boswell agri-complexes, 
Buena Vista Lake, the Salton Sea, or otheF" heavily iF"rigated 
areas. HoweveF", neither the cause nor 1ts solution requiF"es 
F"~seaF"ch. The cause is the use of large quantities of cheap 
wateF" to flush the soil contaminants from the top layers of. 
the West Valley fields. This wastewater then follows the 82 
mile San Luis Agricultural drain and eventually reaches the 
San Luis Sump, otherwise known a5 the Keste,.-son Refuge. 
Both the quantity of wate,.- used and the levels of 
contamination F"eached are faF" greater than originally 
anticipated. As a result the evaporation F"ate is 
insufficient to allow the ponds to be scoured peF"iodically 
and the level of contamination is too high to permit 
discharge into the San Joaquin River during the winter 
months. 

One solution is to raise the cost of water to the break-even 
point. Another is to eliminate the use of subsidized wate,.­
entiF"ely in the West Valley. A third is to construct a 
"state of the a!'"t" detm:ification plant to clean and recycle 
the wastewateF". All of these have one majo,.- deficiency; the 
costs of paying theiF" own way would put most of the West 
Valley faF"mers and ranchers out of business. This may make 
good enviF"onmental sense but is poor politics, so the 
Washington F"eaction is to delay biting the bullet and hope 
that $30 million spF"ead among 200 mill1on taxpayeF"s will be 
less noticE>able than the same ecor,omlc cost to 200 
farme!'"s and ranchers. 

Meanwhile a gF"oup composed of duck hunters and abutting 
landowners has filed suit against the Fish and Wildlife 
Service alleging that the problem was foreseeable and 
avoidable, that the present conditions were known to the 
SeF"vice foF" some years, and that further delay will F"esult 
in irF"epaF"able damage to the Refuge and the suF"rounding 
private marshes and farms. 

The developing scenat'"io +or the Refuge pF"omises 
interesting ... but don't forget that, "M"y you live in 
esting times" is an ancient Chinese !;l,l~§~' 

to be 
inter--· 

---Cliff Riche\" 

® 
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S.JSU F I EL.D STUDIES 

San Jose State University has announceG 
1ts 1985 programs of Field Studies in 

•

,tur-al History. each of these pr-ogr-ams 
ll pr-ovide gener-al on-site lectur-es to 
ov1de an overview of the area and 

specific infor-mation on its natur-al 
history. 

BAJA IN JANUARY - JAN. 6-16 IFILLEDl 

DEATH VALLEY - MAR. cl to APR. 6: t1or-e 
than 600 ~inds of plants offer- a specta­
cular- show in the sprtng, pr-oviding a 
backgr-ound to studies of the deser-t's 
geclogy, botany, ::oDlogy, ecology and 
histor-y. One unit of :cr-f:edit is offer-ed. 
Registr-ation fee - $67 plus an addi­
tional s:34 food fee. The pr-ogr-am is 
based at Ryan - an abandoned mining 
town. 

MARSHES, HILLS AND BEACHES OF THE SOUTH 
BAY - JUNE 22 to 27: fhe cour-se wi 11 be 
taught by faculty member-s who have 
wor-ked or- done r-esearch in the ar-ea. 
Their- will be daily field tr-ips thr-ough­
out the South Bay and the Diablo Range. 
Two units of cr-edit ar-e offer-ed. A 
Junior- Pr-ogr-am may be offer-ed if the 
inter-est exists. Registr-ation fee 
'J;[ 15. 

NATURAL HISTORY OF THE GRAND CANYON 
JUNE 28 to JULY 3 and JULY 3 to 11. The 
field por-tion of these summer- cour-ses 
will be spent r-afttng the Color-ado 

•

r-ough the Gr-and Can 10n. The second 
-el may be talen senar-ately or- as a 
ntinu.~tion of the 'Ir-st weel Two 

units of cr-edit for- ea::h week. Appro>:i-
mate costs - $650 for the first week, 
'o850 for- the second and $1375 for both. 

LASSEN VOLCANIC NATIONAL PARK - AUGUST 5 
to '7: Fr-om 1'714 to 1921, Lassen Peak 
deposited fire and la'a over- the imme­
diate area pr-oviding ~ unique geologic 
backdr-op to a week of natur-al histor-y 
studies. Two units 1f rrPrJit. $115 
r-egistration credit. 

For- mor-e infor-mation 
programs contact: 

on 

Mr-s. Kitty f· .inq 

any of the 

Fueld Studies in Natur,d Histor-y DBH 214 
Office of Continu1ng Education 

San Jose ~;tate IJni ver-si ty 
San Jose~ Ca. 95192 

( ll-08) 277 -~7 :;6 

T·-~At-.J•< YOLJ 
ro THE GARDEN CENTER 

f'1s ,:.1 membE'l'- ort-=J<=tnl:2i:it on Df t.hr? Garden 
r-c-J-:tc>r- :3(6 1s "<~ntJ.tl,,d" to the uc,e of 
\-l-:C! C't·::=-r·lt(-::-•r'" +or 1.ts mf:"•l"tlnqs. NF::'Vf:?J....-thf.:~-

lt:~'-=·-··, 1-')e J::·rc-:-J.ie,/e Wf.? hcJLtld e·.:tE•nd our 
,p~Jr(,;.'c.i,:.1tion tCJr- the u ,e c1f t.hEH=:.e nE.'ar-ly 

Jrj(·?dl tacl1.J.tiPs 1n su· h bf.?c"l.utiful sur-

•
tlndlrJ(.j~C.; p,~:'r··tlcularl .:iffr.:::.l,.... a 1nnr)th in 

_Ic·h_ -~E:' _1···1<-.:.,.ve h~d L<r11.· uf- ....:_.t,u- p.GtLUCk 
rnE··-.~~·t. !.1-ll}'::, ,:-nJd tv·JU L~l~r-t 1.:;,· m.::~<.:; Count<:;. 

I" h -~n J. '('JU':::- ,:-1nci Ol.ll'"" ,::1~1 I r·· F.:.c .1 dt i. On qo t D 

\ ;C\1'-dt:-:•n ['c::-•nt L">r· c:tnd t· U <-~ U f l t S membE-?1::::. 

WILD GOOSE CHASE 
FOLL.OWUP I 

As of press time, contr-ibutions received for- the Fir-st 
Annual San Mateo Wild Goose Chase totaled $859.30 with $179 
in pledqes yet to be r-edeemed. Final expenses totalled 
$57.20~ mainly for postage. 

The members of SAS contributed $453.42 with no unredeemed 
pledqes. Your- team leader- expects all of the r-emaining 
pledqes to be r-edeemed with two possible exceptions because 
of medical emerqenries involving the pledger-s. 

We ar-e especially qratified at the results since other­
commitments pr-evented the team leader- from doing the all-out 
effort he had planned and we consider this a ver-y auspicious 
i naugur· at ion for what is p 1 an ned as an annual f und-r ai. sing 
E•vent .. 

This year-'s contributions have been ear-mar-ked for- newsletter 
and office impr-ovement and a committee has been appointed to 
deter-mine the feasibility of applying this towar-d the acqui­
sition of our own per-sonal computer-. The committee, 
consisting of Elgin Jur-i, Donna Kir-sacko, Cliff Richer and 
Scot Rohrer- is expected to r-epor-t at the Boar-d's Januar-y 
meetinq. 

Our thanks qo to all of those listed below who suppor-ted us 
so gener-ously. 

Fr~nk t Jean Aller1S 
F'Pter Ar,dreini 
Ri cl: P-o: rdl 
Mary Bre;Jerl 
Gcrv Cardane 
\'1rq1nla CllffDrdl 
Wlllla!f: Col11n: 
1'\lkE> C.cd:a!"H 
The Crc·r. Corpc.ratl on 
Mr. ~ Mrs. DavJ e; 

R1chard H. Oe-ioEI 
Ed•1 n Duerr 
John FH:.c~~ 

* SAS member 

I .. FuJimoto 
John,6o-I1:-1do 
Juar11 L1. Ghal amkad 
P.arbar'"~ L. Sroyl 
Err112 Srav 
Bob Ha1:1 1 l 
~.aren H::l 
Sharon Hor~l 

Elgin JuriS 
Phv1l1s hr:adol 
Ln.da ~.yptal 

Ed Leo 

Man 1 yn ~cM1 11 an 
Nanc1 t'IEndo:a 
D1ck M~tco.! fe 
Carl a Morenol 
Had] e·1 Ostqnl 
Anne Paul sen 
Donna & Pete Pete,enl 
Irene Quirolol 
Laurel F:e:eaul 
Cllff 1, Nancy Richer! 
Anne ~~ Scot Rohrert 
Bob Roy 

Cecilia Roycel 
Robert ~. Scan] an 
,jay Schroeder 
Paul Srhwendener 
Pc:.:! Seghers 
l1lphonse A. Seube>rtl 
Je<hn R. Slll10anl 
Ruth A.Simonsonl 
Ruth T. Srnth, M.D.t 
Virgin1a Lee Ste)tjart, M.r~.t 

Bob Wagnerl 
Bob Webster 
G1: West I 

Cliff Richer 



BITS .r~ND PI EC:::ES 

The Nature Conservancy w1ll once again be offering 
its 11 day birding tour pf Central California from 
June 14-24. Leaders will be Bob Barnes and Rob 
Hansen. Write to C~lifnrni~ Birding Adventure, PO 
Bo~ 749, Porterville, Ca. 93258 for details. 

The Planning and Conservation League's Second 
Annual Environmental Legislative Symposium is 
bein6 held at the Sacramento Inn on January 26 and 
27. Principal spea~ers on Saturday will be Los 

QEmm: 
President: Richard B. Baird 574-1067 
Vice-Pres.: Anne Scanlan-Rohrer 571-7972 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 

~18f~!Q8§: 

Mary Bresler 994-3587 
N1ck Coiro 349-1834 

fl~£i~Q fQr !~r! f~g!~Ql 
June '85 Dr. Ruth Saith 424-4375 

To1 Taber 741-2991 
June '86 Kathy Graves 368-0087 

Cl i If Richer 355-4058 
June '87 Elq1n Juri 325-7470 

L1nda Kypta 591-9053 

m~Q!~§ ~Q~~mm, 
Audubon Canyon 
Ranch Hosts: 
Chri stlas 
Bird Count: 
Conservation: 
Field Tnps: 

Neekends: 
~i d-Neek: 

Finance: 

SEQUOIA ~m~f~ IS PUBLISHED ~ONTHLi' EXCEPT JULY AND AUGUST. DEADLHlE FOR SUB~ISSION. 

OF MATERIAL IS THE FIEST THURSDAY OF THE MOfiTH FOR HlCLUSION IN THE FOLLOWING MONTH. 

JNFORMiiTION FOR ALL OFFJCEPS ANt> CHAIRPEF:SONS --- INCLUf>ING EXCHANGE BULLETINS --­
SHOULr BE MAILED TO 7:') EL CiiM!NO REAL, SUITE 4C>3, BELMOtH, CALIFORNIA 94002. 

SUBSCF;IPTIDN TO ~ml~§ SEPARATELY IS ~5.00 PER YEAF:. 

MEHPERS ARE HKOURASED TO SUBm MATERIAL TO BE PUBLISHED IN SEQUOIA NEEDLES. THESE 
HH~ BE Of!GJNA~ ARTICLES, OR!GINHL ARTWORK OF: CARTOONS, OR UfiCOPlWR!tHTED MtHEF.IALS 
FP~~~ DTHEF> SOURCES. !TEM3 DEALINS ~JTH CURFHiT CONSEP\'ATION ISSUES MUST BE SUBr,JTTEf: 

TO THE CONe.ERVATJON CO~M:TTEE PRIOR TO PUBLICATION. 

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION---SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY 
Chapter C16 

ch,:q::tE,., ;:·le3;;:? <:er-·d ~~~~~~Q~ ]2.~2:H<f df:d ilh' :r.e::!Ger~J:l~· ca~d to tf:e e:ddre:s 
~.e 1 c·('j. 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

-~; ,- --:[ '_' 

SHHE 

SFf}I.IC!J~\ 1\l.ll!I.JE![!N "(!('TFT'f 
r::·. 1J. n,,. .. , 1 1 ·: 1 

ZIP 

OPEN 

Anqeles Mayor Tom Bradley and LieLttenant Governor 
Leo McCarthy. Contact tt,e PCL, 1228 N St., Suite 
23, Sacramento, 95814 (lelephone [916] 444-8726) 

deta1ls or reser"v'atJons. 

Golden Gate Audubon Soc1ety has selected 
Car·penter as e;:tended f1e1d trip organize!". Plans 
for 1985 include trips tu Te~>as <Apr-May), Death 
Valley <May 24-27l, Southeast Arizona (Julyl, San 
Diego Pelagic (Sept.), f.enya <Oct.) and Southern 
Me>>ico (Nov.). For further deta1ls contact the 
GGAS off1ce at 843-2222. 

Hosp1t•lity: OPEN 
Membersh1p: Jean Allen 344-9339 
Prograo: L1nda Kypta 591-9053 

Frank Allen 344-9339 Publlu ty: Anne Scan! an-Rohrer 571-7972 

R1 ck Johnson 

Cliff R1 cher 
Jean Allen 
Elgin Juri 

349-4846 

355-4058 
344-9339 
325-7470 
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