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CHAPTER OF NTIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY

MEETINGS :
MARCH 4, THURSDAY, 7:30 PM BOARD MEETING at the home of Charles
Newman, 25 Corte Alegre in Millbrae. Board members and committee
chairmen shculd attend. Other members are welcome.

MalkCH 11, THURSDAY, 8:00 PM REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING at the San
Mateo Garder. Center. The Garden Center is located on Parkside Way--
between 26t ind 27t Avenues--just west of Alameda de las Pulgas, in
San Mateo.

Frank /llen will present the Bird Call of the Month with slides
and taped scund.

Sandy washes in Southern California, wWestern Arizona and Northern
Lower Califcrnia are made beautiful in March, April and May by masses
of Desert Ev~oriing Primrose (Oenothera deltoides) which bloom in the
evening and all night and through the early morning hours. The blossoms
are large ard white, turring pink with age. So, the Plant of the Month
for March is Oenothera deltoldes, Desert Evening Primrose.

Marvanr. Danielson, a long time Sequoia member and County Parks and

' Recreation lLepartment executive, will bring us some of her excellent
slides and commentary on the fascinating area of the Gulf of California.
Maryann has made several trips to this area. Her trips are real expedi-
tions--not luxury tours touching only the highlights. While she includes
slides of tte Seri Indian country of Sonora where the Desert Evening
Primrose grcws, and the desert of Baja California, she also has slides
of the dunes and coastal areas, camping trips to the islands of Carmen
and Coronadc and the canyons of Sierra Giganta. Many of the trips were
arranged by a friend who has a home in Loreto and are not available to
the average tourist.

FIELD TRIPS:
March 13, Saturday, 8:30 AM PALQO ALTO BAYLANDS

Meet at the big duck pond at the yacht harbor. To get there take
Embarcadero Road east from Bayshore Freeway. We will probably get good
closeup views of shcorebirds, ducks and gulls, with a possibility of
such interecting s;ecies as the Clarper Rail, Blue-winged Teal, Short-
eared Owl ard European Wigeon. Bring scopes and binoculars and expect
a moderate eémount of walking. Automatically cancelled if it rains.

Leader: Peter Metropulos 591-9898

March ¢7 Saturday, 9:30 AM ALUM ROCK PARK

Meet at 9:30 AM in the parking lot in front of the Junior Museum
(Y outh Science Center) in Alum Rock Park. The park is about 36 miles
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from San Mateo (3rd Avenue & Bayshore). Driving south on U.S. 101,

about 2.7 miles after passing under Highway 17 (Intersta-e 680) turn

off for Santa Clara Street which becomes Alum Rock Avenue. It is then

about 4% miles to Alum Rock Park. Bring lunch. "

Leader: A, E. Montgomery 344-4249

April 3, Saturday, 9:00 AM SAN BRUNO MOUNTAIN

We will meet at 9:00 at Guadalupe Parkway and Radio Road. This
can be reached from 0l1d Bayshore Highway by turning west at the top of
the hill north of Brisbane.

This is a good opportunity to see the abundant species of 5an Bruno
Mountain wildflowers many of which are unique to this area. Our very
knowledgeable member, Enes Millar, will lead the trip. Lunch is op-
tional but suggested for those who plan to stay into the afternoon.

FIELD TRIP REPORTS:

Richardson Bay Wildlife Sanctuary, January 31 Leader: Ernie
Fremont. Guide: National Audubon Ranger, Phil Schaeffer.

A balmy, windless and slightly hazy day, so very typical for this
winter. The Sanctuary Vista Point is ideally situated, bringing an
interesting mixture of shorebirds into view, to the right, on the
Strawberry Point side. In the shallow water to the left, towards Tiburon,
Waterfowl in the thousands. Harbor Seals sticking their curious faces
out of the water here and there and Phil points out the ‘act that in
only ten years they made a marvelous comeback from near extinction.

Among other interesting things we were told that the Pintalls are
undergoing an extensive Banding Program in cooperation with Russian ‘
Ornithologists in Siberia, a Pintail Summer Resort.

Our bird walk is sprinkled with little surprises: we run into a
bride and groom in full mating plumage (veil, tuxedo, etc.). A beauti-
ful Siamese cat keeps interrupting our leader's lecture and two intru-
ders in a small fishing boat are driven off by Audubon Society Naval
Forces represented by two of Phil Schaeifer's students in the S5anc-
tuary power boat.

The morning comes to an appropriate end in the Auditorium-Class-
room where Ranger Schaeffer describes how to get to other interesting
birding spots nearby as well as some other places in the South Bay.

On the way out Phil shows us his cardboard model of a California
Condor with the incredible wingspan of ten feet. There are only 50-60
left in Southern California.

There were 28 participants from 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM, 38 Species
were siaghted:

Western Grebe - Double-cr. Cormorant - Great Blue Heron - Common Egret -
Snowy Egret - Mallard - Pintail - Canvasback - Lesser Sciwuup - Common
Goldeneye - Bufflehead - Surf Scoter - Ruddy Duck - Turk-y Vulture -
Red-tailed Hawk - Sparrow Hawk - American Coot - Semipalnated Plover -
Killdeer -~ Black Turnstone - Spotted sandpiper - Willet - Glaucous-
winged Gull - Rock Dove - Anna's Hummingbird - Black Phorbe - Scrub

Jay - Common Crow - Comnmon Bushtit - Robin - Hermit Thrush - Audubon's
Warbler - Western Meadowlark - American Goldfinch - Brown Towhee -
Oregon Junco - Golden-crowned and Fox Sparrows,
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Burlingame Bayfront, February 8 lLeader: Norman Fox

If you want miracles, have a fleld trip for shore birds. It rains
all day. About 20 people enjoyed it neverthless. Many were treated to
a good look at the Clapper rail. There were endless numb~rs of other



AUDUBON

CONSERVATION NEW
Since tho»

bhirds 1
to

shore
fast recon
naraed and Jes
Mallard - Fin
Clapper Rail

lied Plover -

Dowitcher - W

western and R
Meadowlark -

CANYCON R
Audibon

tocated on Beo
State Highway
holldays, Feb
The Ranch 1isgs

eties, In 19¢

March, 1976 THE SEUQUOIA 3

where
destroyed marshes.,

1 this close-in paradise
stitute the

the cord grass 1s growing

tern Grebe - Double-~ce, Cormorant
~ail -~ Canvasbhack - Greater Scaup Common Goldeneye -

- Semi-palmated and Snowy Plovers - Killdeer - Black-bel-
iesser Yellowleas - Least Sandpiper - Dunlin - Long-billed
stern Sandpiper - Marbled Godwilt - American Avoceb -
ing-billed Gulls - Forster's Tern - Mourning Dove- Western

tedwinged Blackbird - Hrewey's Blackbird and Song Sparrows.

WNCH:

lanyon Xanch is 4 wildlife sanctuary and education center
tinas Lagoon about three miles north of Stinson Beach on

1. It is open Lo the public on Saturdays, Sundays and
uary 28 throuagh July 4. For special visits phone 383-1644.
sponsored by Golden Gate, Marin and Sequoia Audubon Soci-

) the Ranch was desiqnated by the U.S, Department of the

Interior as a Reagistered Natural Landmark.,
NEWS FROM 1Hn RANCH - By Betty Boyd

As Janua -y neared its end, the first Great Blue Herons were obser-
ved on the pce-imeter of the rookery and a few days later the early
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.eadersnip of John Kipping and Skip Schwartz, The time is
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vl and a wheelbarrow 1f possible. Restoration of Par-
the Garden Club Canyon 1is the project. Bring your lunch
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4 of the February SEQUCIA. Sequoia Audubon will provide
tanch on Saturdays and Sundays from the Ranch opening on
1rough April 4. Four hosts are needed from 9:30 AM until
“h day. No prior experience nor birding expertise is
duties are light and pleasant. Here 1s an opportunity to
1ted with a natlionally known wildlife sanctuary and educa-
Jsually there is ample time to visit the heronry, bock-
wlay area. Bring lunch. Coffee provided. Phone 334-2851
>roone or more days of this interesting work.
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Filoli, and most crucially the proposed use of Piloli and Watershed
lands for a county golf course, esrecially when there 1s “he possibi-
lity of other less environmentally significant sites for . course
nearby. Coples of a partial map of the PFiloli-Watershed a ea can be
obtained from the Parks and Recreation Department at the ‘ounty Govern-
ment Center in Redwood Citye.
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In Sacramento the big environmental issue before the Legislature
this spring will be the vote on the Coastal Plan bill autiored by
Senator Beilenson. This must pass the Senate by June 18 or it will be
dead for this session. It will probably first go to the S—cnate Natural
Resources and Wildlife Committee, and if it survives that then to the
Finance Committee., Strong opposition is expected from all the develop-
ment interests including organized labor. If the bill fails, the coast
will go back to local control, and the situation will be the same as

before passage of Prop. 20, which 5AS members worked so hird to pass.
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Among other bills of environmental significance to be considered by

the Legisleture 1s SB 1384, the Bottle Bill. It is similor to the very
successful Oregon law and requires mandatory deposits on 1111 soft drink
and beer containers sold after January 1, 1977. Assemblym:n Vasconcellos
of San Jose has authored and the Assembly has passed AB 1725 banning
sale of fluoroccarbon aerosols after July 1, 1977 in an effort to stop
their dangerous pollution of the upper atmosphere. The bill is now being
considered in the Senate. Senator Behr has just introduced SB 1482

which would halt construction of the prcposed New Melones Dam on the
Stanislaus River, but would allow a lower flood control dam. This is in
essence what was proposed by the 1974 initiative which lost by a small ‘
majority, probably due to its confusing wording which led many people

to vote the opposite of what they intended.
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Two bills involving the California Environmental Quality Act, the
authority for the requirement of Environmental Impact Statements, have
been proposed: SB 502 which would seriously weaken the Act, and AB 2679
which essentially parallels the Senate bill.
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In Congress our Senator Cranston has joined more than 40 others in
sponsoring S 2832 to clarify the income tax status of legislative
activity by tax—-exempt organizations such as Audubon. It is identical
to the House bill HR 8021 which was discussed in the November, 1975
SEQUOTIA. SAS members are urged to write to Senator Cranston thanking
him for his sponsorship and to Senator Tunney urging him to joln Sagnator
Cranston as a Cco-SpoOnsor.
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THE AUDUBON LLADER of January 30 mentions a new threat to the
wintering range of the endangered whooping cranes. The State of Texas
is seeking title to a 19,000 acre tract for recreational development
on federal land on Matagorda Island. This is only 5 milec from the
Arkansas National Wildlife Refuge and which contains a NAS wildlife
sanctuary. Green and Ridley turtles, peregrine falcons, &nd southern
bald eagles are found on the island. The proposed develoyment would be
incompatible with the varied wildlife present and would le a new danger‘
for the few remaining whooping cranes. Letters can be sent urging
permanent protection of the area to Gov, Dolph Briscoe, !tate Capitol,
Austin, TK 78711 and to Senator Lloyd Bentsen, Senate O:fice Building,
Washington, D.C, 20501 who backs the transfer,

~~ Ruth Smith, Conser:ation Chairman
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cTRDING FROM A E1TUHEN WINDOW By Fran Nelson

{ce or the bird baths the mornings of January 2 and 3! T heated
some water ind got rid of the ice before the birds arrived. 1t wasn't
cold enouagh to freeze the hummer feedoers nor the flowers on the
camellia saanquas, so the hummers' natural and unnatural food are both
intact.

The davs this first week of January have been very much alike--
quite a numoer of birds of various species. Golden-crowned and White-
crowned Spa-rows arrive before it's light enough to discern which is
which in some cases. They are followed closely by the Brown Towhee pair
and the Fox Sparrcw. Soon the Mourning Doves join them and when there's
a little mo-e light, the House Finches and House Sparrows come, The
Rufous~-sidet Towhee, normally among the earliest, hangs back, probably
because he nas the handicap of having only one leg and feels more com-
fortable wi~h tewer birds arcund and better visibility. They eat
ravenously or a time and then all disappear into the bushes. After a
shert Yime  hey bealn to gneak out daringly, one by one, grab a quick
spnack and r.sh back to the hideout. I rather think it's the time when
accipiters tart looking for breakfast. Various other species come
thhroughout he doy but the Yellow-rumped warblers and the Ruby-crowned
Kinglets se m to have taken their business elsewhere,

Anyway, now it is iunch time and I am munching on scme cheese and
Crackers by my kitchen window, of course. A great, huge bird appears
On the horivons. I free my hands to pick up my binoculars and confirm it
is an Eagle. About thet time, the roof of our house obscures my vision
so [ dash oustside. When I locate nim, he is circling directly over cur
house and h.: 1s low encugh that I can even see his massive yellow
toes!! I se~ a small white patch in each wing lining. I see that the
tail is whi'e at the base, dark brown at the end and mottled in between.
He turns one eye downward, perhaps to see what 1 am up to--or, maybhe
Lo show me "hat he also has a little white con his head and his nape. At
last I have a positive Bald Eaagle tc add to our yard list! This one, of
course, 1s -n lmwmature, He is headed in the general direction of Crystal
Springs lLakes,

S0 ltater—--—-cack to earth—--I go to the back yard to screen some soil
for the Houw e Sparrows' dust batns. lLacking a screen, 1 am using a
strainer an. the soll tnat comes throucvh is very tine. I rush back to
my window and stand there waliting for all the excitement when they see
what I have done for them. But, alas! it is too late in the day even
thouch 1t w5 only 4:20 when I tinished. Dust-bath time had come and
wne ond I o would have to wallt until tomorrow.

How "t-morrow” 1s here and there is a foqggy backdrop feor the back
yard, A HMour: ina Uove ls sitting low in the birch tree. It is notable
becaure of -he unustuel lighting effect on him caused by the sun trying
to shine th:ocugh the fog. He is sglightly below eve-level and he is
snuggled down on the branch with his belly feathers covering his toes,
These feathrrs, ncrmally contoured to his body, are sticking out and
forming a 3. rt of flounce. The flounce is catching the light just right
to give it  creamy ccolor in sharp contrast to his belly., He is indeed
fancy!

It was a long wait from vesterday afternoon until 8:00 this mor-
ning but now a House Sparrow has come for a dust pbath. He is revelling
in it! The “ifted solil enables him to take a much more effective
dusting 1If he amount of flying dust is any inddication. The dust bowls
are very poyular dand little altercations over them are frequent,
Arparentiy, my screening job has pleased the Golden and White-crowned
Sparrows, too. They are finding little goodies to eat.

One o our resident Mockingbirds is sitting in the part of our
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neighbor's pyracantha that peeks over the fence. I can ‘ee no berries,

Now that the Robins and Cedar Waxwinas have polished o all of his
berries they are no doubt willing to let him huove his Lish again--un til’
next year, that is.

A filock of House Finches has just landed in the bi ch top. Ooklug
at each one has turned up 4 Pine Siskin. A iHouse Finch ooks small
until a Pine Siskin sits beside nim.,

A big, dead sycamore leaf is going through some st andge ayrations,

I put my binoculars on it and small wonder! A Golden-crowned Sparrow
is doing his scratching-hop on it and is finding some =ort of =edibles
He finally picks it up amdshakes it quite violently! Pec liar--iut 7
because I don't know wha%t he 1s doing doesn't mean he doesn’t know.

A flock of 25 to 30 Cedar wWaxwings aliaght in the Li.rch top. over
hopeful, I look 1t each individual. Someday I am goning o see a Bohemian
Waxwing that way--but apparently this is not the day. Anvhow, they
couldn't be more beautiful sitting there in the sunliagh -—-even without
a Bohemian!

-

NILDLIFE RESCUE TuAM:

2

"AMELILA OWLHART" by Virginia Collins

U

This tiny Screech Owl came to Wildlife Rescue, Inc. in April of
1975 as an "injured baby Oreat Horned Owl', She had bee found lying
under a tree, eves closed, cold and with a limp winag. Cie ot our volun-
teers, a lady with a lot of experience, took hor home, varmed her and
torce-fed her.

Later tnat evening, the owl had revived enough to cermit closer
examination. The wing seemed just bruised and possibiy prained, not ‘
broken, The breast bone was sharp and 1t was thLmuJ th vt she hadn'ty
eaten in a while, Her eyes remained ciosed and secmed t have @ cruzt

i

vetween the lids, so fhev were bathed in wirm water, ne arated and
inspected, Incrediblv, her eves and eye-lids were cover 1 with bee

stingers! We placed Amelia under a strong liaght and larje nmagnitying
alass and were able to oxtract over 20 stinters, She was later soen
by bDr,. Campbell, a voterlinary ove surdgeon from Los Slb . His prog-
nosis was not goode-zoveral stingers had peaetratea the corncas of

bhoth oyes. There was swelling or
.
‘

cribed 1% ‘”m;fo Atropine (3% drops dailly) and Maxit-ol (4 drouvs
Lly) in both evyes.

Good food, roner toving care and two months time Hroudght vision
~ to noth of Ameliats eyesn, She was re-acolimatized in oan oubdoor
aviary, and after making 15 kilis on her own, was released into her
nomrwe territory,. we can only imagine the pain that Ameliy muast nave
suffered from her ordeal; and marvel «t her abllity to rlaht the tre-
mendous amount of venocm that was injected into her systom,

We have on file extensive proaress notes on this ¢ase and will be
very happy to answer any furtner duestions anyone may Fave, blease
feel free to call or write to wWildlife wescue, Inc., </ Mrs, Carol
Hamilton, PFresident, 4 Navajo Flace, Portola Vallev, 94325, Phone:
8H1-1198,

v s lonodolots beneoath s eyes, He
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Would you like to be counted among the people who h@lp animals
tike "Amelia Owlhart" and the 1,621 other wildlite the Jildiife RPSF‘%_J@.
Team cared for in 19752 Here are 8))

ACTRATNGD wWILDLTEE RO TuAM Vol
three class series (1, Crphaned 31
of Injured Animals) send vour name,

carions for oyvoogs (A) BRECOUME
[u s i il 1 st Ehie nexn
Orpnan Mamma . s oand 2. Care
>55 and phone
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Cbinger, 248 San Mateo Dr., Menlo Park, CA 94025, OR, for

g voluntesr, but still interested in surporting
prodaram, (B) Lelb A DONATION: Your MDollars™ will be used

nd medical surplies and to keep the rrogram going. Your

will e well spent as we are a 100% volunteer organization
State and Pederal wildlife Fermits. Please make checks
tdlife Rescue, Ince. and mail to vthyllis A, Plerce, Treasur-
Kegeue, Inc,, 494 Van Buren, Los Altos, CA 94022.
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with wildlife emergencies call: Wildlife Rescue Team C/0
mal Sheiter, phone 329-2671 (11:00 AM - 6:00 PM), Other
urs call Pale Alto Communications, phone: 329-2413, Our
i Redwoord City to Sunnyvale., However, we shall be glad
arions and reter you to your closest wildLLfe rescue
cy in other areas,

-
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KAM POR IVOINE ENTHUSTASTS
ne Ecoloalical Institute announces the development of a
“rging docent program to begin in Marchae. Since 1970 the
ute's BS~foot Research Vessel "Inland Seas" has carried
tudents on Discovery Vovages to study the many facets of
ing resource, San Francisco Bay. The Institute's docent
ing developed to augment the Discovery Voyage exprrience.
ill be another resource to the teacher and will hLlp to
tudents, sharing what they have learned in their training
rtantl v, sharing the excitement and concern they feel
and i1ts possible uses and misuses,
e activities sheduled in the training program are a voyage
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lehtnvoloais s

Mcdels The [

but to erhan

You can

docent progr-

FEBRUARY GENEKRA!

The Feb:
the White-cre«

illustrated
Crown 1s a w
ing bird on

Jed McC.

. cerasiformis
throuagh Apri

Month inform.

¥

+

stages at ot

also saw 1ts

Dr . Robert Hassur of San Jose State University, a visit
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rpose of the training is not to make experts of the docents
o trelr enthusiasm with a bit more knowledce.

find out more about the Marine Ecological Institute's
m by calling Dotty Klyce at 364-2760C,

MEETING REFORT -- by Sheila Davies

vary program opened with the familiar and pretty song of
wned Sparrow as the Birdcall-of-the~-Month. Frank Allen
itis much-loved bird with slides and sound., The White-
nter visitor in much of our area although it is a breed-
he ccast and as close as San Francisco.
ellan's Plant-of-the-Month was the Oso Berry (Osmaronia
. The ftlowers of the Bear Berry are seen from February
in San Mateo County. Jed always makes the Plant-of-the-
tive by showing pictures of the plant in its various
er times of the year. In the case ot the Bear Berry, we
olive-sized fruit.
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The "blg feature! ot the February procrald was prers
and Carol Yutzy, "Five ways to [dentiiy Lirds.” Bob sh
identitfication skills py reminding us ot the important
look for: (1) general appearance, (2} behavior, (3) voi~
and habitat, and (5) elimination of common species met’
trated each point with slides of dirfferent svecles. He

down categories; for example, uncer fthe aenerdal heading
shiould look at the general build of the bird, the post:
bill, head and wings. wWe hope many bedainning birders at
meeting because they could learn much from Bob's very |
by step system, Intermediate birders were also greatly
the system pins down the more difficult identificatlions
diftference between the Crange-crowned and the Tennessee
pictures in field quides just can't exactly like the
throuagh your binoculars, In addition to teceching bird i
Bob is a licensed bird bander and gave us maény interest
on these activities on the Farallones under the auspice
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Reyves Bird Observatory,
The program came to a arand f{inaie with the arpeoa:
the Ripper," a Yellow-headed Caracara beina cared for i
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March 7 - Life Story of the Hummingbird; a beautifully photo-
graphed film about the exquisite humningbird,

March 14 - A Day In the ILife of a Meadow; an illustrated
lecture by Steve McCormick, plant ecclogist,

March 21 - Wildlife Babies; a film to celebrate spring and the
new lift that it brings,

March 28 - Courtship and Nesting; a lecture and slide show by
Phil Schaeffer, manager of Richardsorn Bay Wildlife
Sanctuarye.

April 4 - The Lorax; a special film for children (fun for

grownups too) all about Dr. Suess'

FRANCISCO AIRFORT BIRD LIST:

ch
how they deal with the problems of th

aracters and
eir environment.

Norman Fox has found the San Francisco Airport area to be an

interesting and productive spot for birding. Recently t

ne airport
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manaqger sent 1im a report prepared by the U.S5. Department of the
interior, Fica and wildiite Service covering thelr observations on
January 12 ard 13 of this year. Following is a list of the birds
observed and included in the report:

Red-throated iL.oon - Horned, Western and Pied-billed Grebes - Double-

¢r. Cormorant - Great Blue Heron - Snowy Egret - Mallard - Pintail -
American widaeon - Canvasback - Scaup - Goldeneye - Bufflehead -

surft Scoter - Ruddy Duck - American Kestrel - American Coot - Killdeer -
American Golden and Black-bellied Plovers - Black Turnstone - Willet -
LLeast Sandpiper - Dunlin -~ Dowitcher - Western Sandpiper - Marbled
Godwit - Sand-rling - American Avocet - Herring, Mew and Bonaparte's
Gulls - Forstesr's Tern - Rock Dove - Water Pipit - Starling - Western
Meadowlark - <edwinged Blackbird -~ House Finch.

PETEY NIPPER —-- 2QUAIL?

My "yard guest" of January 18-20, 1976, was a unique, endearing,
and at times, exasperating little character. Before more time goes by,
I shall jot down the details of his visit,

It all started shortly after mid-day on Sunday, January 18, when
I escorted a young friend to the front door. As I opened the door, I
noticed a beautiful adult male quail on the lawn. This, of course, was
not an unusual occurrence, but I motioned for my guest to be quiet,
thinking that she (a city gal) might enjoy seeing a quail at close
range. As we stepped out onto the porch, I was dumbfounded when the
quail made a frenzied dash towards us, Wild thoughts of rabies (now
whoever heard of a rabid quail?) ran through my mind. I told my friend
to make a dasnh for her car while I decoyed the quail elsewhere. 1
lured the little meonster to the backvard, avoiding, with difficulty,
steprping on him as he frantically honped onto my feet, nipping my ankles
ferociously, and at the same time keeping up a constant chattering
and scolding.

As the afternoon advanced, he calmed down somewhat, except for
those times wnen I went inside. When I returned to the patio, he was in
a tizzy, and gave me "what for" with very loud scolding, and very
forceful nips on the ankle.

In spite of his distress each time I left him, he showed no desire
to follow me into the house. Thus I concluded he was an outdoor quailtl,
When night came, I offered him a nice cozy '"nest" I had made in a
shallow cartcn, which he spurned. He seemed quite content to hunker
down n=ar the patio door. I shuddered when T learned later that there
are two rovirng, predatory cats in the neighborhood, but, somehow,
Nipper was nct attacked during the two nights he slept in my patio.

Ot courge, all my gardening activities came to a halt, At first,
he was literally on my feet every second, and T was in constant fear
that I would step on him. Even when he became more relaxed and would
roam a bit ir search of food, he would return suddenly and without
warning to lend on or near my feet,

By Mondav morning I knew T had to find his "owners'" both for his
sake and mine. [ calied the Humane Society, Audubon Society, and
numerous Oakront residents without success. Then, on Tuesday, at a
meeting of tte garden club after the president read an announcement
for me, two y=ople contacted me with the names of the "owners". They
Pive on the Screet in back of mine in the next block.

The stor ot Petey {(not Nipper, after all) prior to our meeting
s indesd ama ing. Frow 4 nest containing fourteen eggs in the yard
2t Mr. oand Mro. Johnsor (a fictitious name, to avoid further publicity)
twelve youna @ atoned. Mre, Johnson, picking up the two remaining eqgs
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to throw them away, heard a faint peeping from one. The. kept it warm
overnight and next day they took it to their daughter in Novato who

had an incubator. Hatching proved to be difficult because one wing and
leg of the chick became entangled, but the Johnson's daughter was a '
good mid-wife", and the "birth'" was successfully accomplished.

Petey Nipper 1s the idol of his "father", Mr. John:ion. However,
like most fathers, Mr. Johnson goes to work every day and "mother'" has
the responsibility of tending the young. Now that Petey has reached
young adulthood, Mrs. Johnson's worries and responsibilities have
increased. He does not want to come in at night, and he especially
dislikes the warm, cozy box where he used to sleep. (Apparently he
never had slept outside before he left home on Saturday afternoon,
Goodness knows where he slept Saturday night, but Sundas and Monday
nights, both cold and frosty, he seemed entirely content in my patio.)
Mrs, Johnson is afraid tec let him sleep outside because of the cat
problem,

Petey's growing independence has not resulted in any interest in
his own kind. He ignores other quail unless they try to get personal.
Mrs. Johnson told me that one little female who made amosyrous advances
toward Petey was rewarded by a ferocious peck on the hed.

Petey 1s definitely a people's quail, not a quail's quail. He
loves people, especially their feet. He also loves thei: voices.
Actually, T believe he knows that where there are voi - es there must
be feet! With his growing independence he now takes off to "join the
crowd" whenever he hears psople talking.

I'm sure that Petey’s great need for the companionship of people
caused him to become "lost" in the first place, The Johisons had an
engagement for late Saturday afternoon and evening. Whe they tried to
call Petey in before they left he did not respond. This arparent deser.
tion must have caused him to leave home and 1 am sure tiat I have never
before seen such a desperately lonesome little creature as he was when
we first met.

All these problems have caused Mrs. Johnson gre t anxiety. She
is afraid to let him stay out at night because of preda-ors; bescause
of his preoccupation with feet, she is afraid he will ciuse someone
to stumble over him, or that he will be iniured; also she is aware
that there may be a legal problem involved in keeping a wild bird
"eaptive".s T told her that Audubon Sociesty had offered o place Petey
in a qood home in the country, but she is leaving Petey's disposition,
or ltack ot it, to her husband,

One tires of the obvious moral to such a story. We all know that
a wild creature should not he tamed, and that to do so sually brinas
unfortunate consegquences. However, in Petey's case, who can moralize?
Would 1t have heen better 1f that eaqq had nover hatoched! What do vou
think?

- Rurh Hass
(Ruth is a past president of Sequoia Audubon and now li’es in Santa
Rosa. )

POINT REYEZS BIRD ORSERVATORY —— ARTZONA TrlP:

PREO will conduct a Southeastern Avizona trip May 31 te June © led by
Rich Stallcup, Feter Marshall! and Art Earle. Travel by cuto caravan.,
Three nights of camping and three in motels. Cost is $2.0 per verson

plus transportation. Participants must be vRBO members. (PRBO member- .
shivs are %5 per year for students, 7,50 regular, 10 wmilv. There

are other categories.) & 325 depocit will rescrve 4 spa e tor youn,
4

T

Checks should be pavable tn "pPoin' Reyeos Hird Ohoervate yve-Arizona
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Courss." For more information write to Bob Stewart, 27 Cedar Street,
A 94960 or ohone 4%7-3744,

S5an Anseimo,

<) s

The feral burro is a classic example of the natural ecology of our
desert lands being disrunted by introduction of a foreign animal and
then givinag tnat animal full leagal protection, Under full protection
the burro is wipinag out the desert bighorn sheep and other natlive wild-
iife by destruction of the natural flora. When water is limited the
burros drink first and patiently dominate the meager supply until theilr
thirst is guenched. It was observed at Sheep Spring, high in the ruaged
Providence Mcuntains of the Mojave Desert, that neither bighorn nor
deer will com=2 to water while the burro is there.,

Mr, Peter Sanchez, Resources Management Specialist for bDeath
Valley Nationil Monument has agreed to lead a field ktrip on April 24
and 25, 1976 to observe the effects of feral burros in the Death Valley
area. Each Audubon Chapter may name 2 delegates. Phone President
Davies at 334-2851 if you would like to represent Sequoia.

The itirerary calls for meeting at 9:00 AM on April 24 at the
Death Valley Visitor Center. From there the group will travel to Eagle
Rorax nistorical area, Stovepipe Wells and will camp for the night at
Hunter Mountoin. Water is available, At 8:30 AM on April 25 they will
leave for Goldbelt Springs and visit Emigrant Canyon--Wildrose area,
Harrisburg and Aquerebury Point, and depart for home via the Wildrose--
Trona road. There will be birding opportunities in addition to the
burro damage observation. Food, transportation, camping are the res-
ponsibilities of each participant.

SERVATIONS ~~ JANUARY AND FEBRUARY:

Two Red-necked Grebes were at Pigeon Point Jan. 22 and one was
at Pebble Becch, Feb. 13. A group of five Black Brant on the Bay near
Coyote Point Feb. 4 was unusual. The species occurred regularly inside
the Bay previous to 1900 but is now very rare there. A White-fronted
Goose, rare along the coast, was at Sharp Park qgolf course Jan. 20,
400 Green-wirged, 250 Cinnamon and 2 Blue-winged teal were in Pescadero
Marsh Feb. 6. Three Oldsquaws were in Princeton Harbor Jan. 20-28.
Twelve Commor. Mergansers were on southern Crystal Springs Res. Feb. 12.
Three Hooded Mergansers were on the Bay near Coyote Point Feb. 4., Seven
Wandering Tattlers were at Princeton Harbor Jan., 28. A Rock Sandpiper
was seen by many birders from Jan. 26 to Feb, 13 at Pebble Beach. A
Glaucous Gul. in Princeton Harbor Jan. 28 is one of the few county
records. Two Black-leqgged Kittiwakes were at Pigeon Point Feb., 13.
Three Americen Golden Plovers were at FPigeon Point Feb. 6. Three hun-
dred Rhinoceros Auklets were seen from Pigeon Point Feb. 13. A pair of
Marbled Murrelets was at Pedro Point Feb. 12 and another pair was at
Pigeon Point Feb. 13. A Sora was seen in the marsh at Lake Lucerne,
near Pescadevo, Feb. 6. The Ground Dove, discovered in Half Moon Bay
Deca. 11 was till present Feb. 13 having been seen by scores of Bay
Area birders. Two Pigmy Owls were heard at Waterdog Lake, Belmont,
Jan. 1b. A Screech Owl was heard at the Filoli Estate Feb. 3. The first
Allen's Humm.ngbird to arrive this year was at 25th Avenue, San Mateo,
Jan., 29. A Palm Warbler, rare in California, was in Half Moon Bay
Feb., 13. The Harris' Sparrow discovered Dec. 13 was still in Half Moon
Bay Feb. 13. Two Swamp Sparrows were still in Half Moon Bay Feb., 13,
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Any sightings of rare or unusual birds shoujd be reported to either
Barry Sauppe (349-8470) or Peter Metropulos (591-9898),
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The SEWUOLA is the newsletter of Sequoila Audubon Socliety and is e
published monthly, September through June. Membership ia Nationatl |
Audubon Society includes a SEQUOIA subscription for memvers living
within this area (San Mateo County) ard memwbership in Sequoia Audubon
Society. Subscription for non-members is $2.00 per year and must be
renewed on vour own initiative as no renewal notice is sent. If you
move from our area but wish to continue to receive THE YEQUOTA, please
notify us and we shall be happy to continue to send it ~o you. Other-
wise we shall assume that when you notify National Audunon Society of
your move you will request transfer of your maerbershiip o vour new
Charter and receive their newsletter.

Application for National Audubon memrbership may be sent directly
to National Audubon Society, 950 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y, 10022,

Student Memrership 7 Donor Membership i 250
Regular " $ 1S Patron " 1 500
Family " $ 18 Life " %10QQ
Sustaining " % 30 Afrilisted Club 50
Contributing " %100 Auduben Magarzine ) '
Supporting " bS50 Subscription Only 5 13

The closing date for the SEQUOIA is the 15% of the month.
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