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Mr~ETINGS: 

M,\RCH t1 1 THURS D/1 Y 2 7: 30 PM BO/\RD MEETING at the home of Charles 
Newman, 25 Corte Alegre in Millbrae. Board members and committee 
chairmen shculd attend. Other members are welcome. 

fvhFCH IlJ THUi\,'~~JAY, 8:00 PM REGUL\R >'!: NTHLY MEETING at the San 
IV!ateo Garder. Cc>nter. The Garden Center is located on Parkside Way-­
between 26~ ~nd 27~ Avenues--just west of Alameda de las Pulgas, in 
San Matr~o. 

Frank /llen will presc>nt the Bird Call of the Month with slides 
and taped scund • 

.'.Jdndy v dshr'S in Southern California, vJestern Arizona and Northern 
Lower Califc rnia are made b,,autiful in March, April and May by masses 
of Desert E\n' ing ~'rimro~e (Oenothera deltoides) which bloom in the 
evening and 3ll night and through the early morning hours. The blossoms 
are large ar i white, turr.inc; pink with age. So, the Plant of· the Month 
for March is Oenothera deltoides, Desert Evening Primrose. 

Maryanr Danielson, a long time Sequoia member and County Parks and 
Recreation lepJrtrnc>nt executive, will bring us some of her excellent 
slicles and commentary on the fascinating area of the Gulf of California. 
Maryann has made several trips to this area. Her trips are real expedi­
tions--not luxury tours touching only the highlights. While she includes 
slides of tte Seri Indidn country of Sonora where the Desert Evening 
Primrose grcws, and the desert of Baja California, she also has slides 
of the dun0~ dnd coastal areas, camping trips to the islands of Carmen 
and Coronadc and the canyons of Sierra Giganta. Many of the trips were 
arrunqt:>d by •1 friend who has a home .in Loreto and are not available to 
the average tourist. 

FIC::LD TRIFS: 
March 1~~..1._ Saturda.Y.J__8: 30 AM PALO ALTO BAYLANDS 

Meet at the b.ig duck ponct at the yacht harbor. To get there take 
Embarcadero Road east from Bayshore Freeway. We will probably get good 
closeup vie~s of shorebirds, ducks and gulls, with a possibility of 
such int0re~ting s; eciPs as the Clarper Rail, Blue-winged Teal, Short­
eared Owl ar d European Wigeon. Bring scopes and binoculars and expect 
a moderate ~mount of walking. Automatically cancelled if it rains. 

Leader: Peter Metropulos 591-9898 

March ~7 Saturday, 9:30AM ALUM ROCK PARK 

Meet at 9:30 AM in the parking lot in front of the Junior Museum 
(Youth SciFnce Center) in Alum Rock Park. The park is about 36 miles 
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from San Mateo (3rd Avenue & Bayshore). Driving south on u.s. 101, 
about 2.7 miles after passing under Highway 17 (Intersta .e 680) turn 
off for Santa Clara Street which becomes Alum Rock Avenu.~. It is then 
about 4~ miles to Alum Rock Park. Bring lunch. 

Leader: A. E. Montgomery 344-4249 

April 3, Saturday, 9:00 AM SAN BRUNO MOUNTAIN 

We will meet at 9:00 at Guadalupe Parkway and Radio Road. This 
can be reached from Old Bayshore Highway by turning west at the top of 
the hill north of Brisbane. 

• 
This is a good opportunity to see the abundant species of San Bruno 

Mountain wildflowers many of which are unique to this areca. Our very 
knowledgeable member, Enes Millar, will lead the trip. Lunch is op­
tional but suggested for those who plan to stay into the afternoon. 

FIELD TRIP REPORTS: 

Richardson Bay Wildlife Sanctuary, January 31 Leader: Ernie 
Fremont. Guide: National Audubon Ranger, Phil Schaeffer. 

A balmy, windless and slightly hazy day, so very typical for this 
winter. The Sanctuary Vista Point is ideally situated, bringing an 
interesting mixture of shorebirds into view, to the right, on the 
Strawberry Point side. In the shallow water to the left, towards Tiburon; 
Waterfowl in the thousands. Harbor Seals st ickintJ their ':urious faces 
out of the water here and there and Phil polnts out the ·act that in 
only ten years they made a marvelous comeback from near t!xtinction. 

Among other in teres ting thlnqs we were told that th•: Pin te1 i l s are 
undergoing an extensive Banding Program in cooperation \.; i_ th Russian • 
Ornithologists in Siberia, a llintail Sum~er Resort. 

Our bird walk is sprinkled with little surprises: we run into a 
bride and groom in full mating plumage (veil, tuxedo, etr:.). A beauti­
ful Siamese cat keeps interrupting our leader's lecture .tnd two intru­
ders in a small fishing boat are driven off by Audubon S()ciety Naval 
Forc~s represented by two of Phil SchaeLfer's students irt the Sanc­
tuary power boat. 

The morning comes to an arpropriate enj in the Auditorium-Class­
room where k.anqer, Schdeffer describPs how to qet to othe:· interesting 
birding spot..s nearby as we L I as some oUwc places in the South Bay. 

On the way aut Phil shows us his cardboard model of a California 
Condor with the incredible wi nqs pan of ten f e~ t. There a;'e on 1 y 50-60 
left in Southern California. 

There were 28 participants from 9:00AM to 11:30 AM~ 38 Species 
were siqhtE~d: 

Western Grebe - Double-cr. Cocrno~dnt - Cn,dt t)lw~ Heron -Common Eqret 
Sno•..vy Egret - Mallard - P Lntai l - CJn\rasbar:k - Le·:;::;er Sc 1up - Common 
Goldeneye - Bufflehead - Surf ~)cater - Ruddy Duck - Tur·k,,y Vu 1 tuce -
Red-tailed Hawk- Sparrow Hawk- American Coot- Semipalnated Plover­
Killdeer - Black Turnstone - Spotted Sandpiper - Willet - Glaucous­
winged Gull - Rock Dove - Anna's Hum:ningbird - Black Pho~be - Scrub 
Jay- Common Cro•tJ- Co::mo:1 Rushtit:- Robin- Hermit Thn1:;h- AudiJbon's 
Warbler - Western Meadowlark - American Goldfinch - Brr)w:l Towhee -
Oregon Junco - Golden-crowned and Fox Sparrows. 

* * * * * * * 1 • • * * * * * * • * • * * • * * * * * • * * • 

Burlingame Bayf ront, FPrnua ry 8 Ledl•"'r: Nor rnan Fox 
If you want miracles, have a field trip tor shore tirds. It rains 

all day. About 20 people enjoyed it neverthless. Many we~e treated to 
a good look at the Clapper raiL. There Wicre endless numr,,rs of other 

• 



shoet' hied~; .i 1 this clo:c>e-l.n p,lr-adL~e whr:re the cord grass is growing 
fa.•c;t to :-eeoc! ;tit•Jte Utr" :lr,~;troyed rndrshes. 

~:d>·d -ind e~;·crn Greb(,~- Double-cr. Cormorant Cor:n10n and Snowy Eqret 
Mal idxd - f. in'>lil - Cc1nvasback - Gre.:ltPr- :Jcaup - Common Goldeneye -
Clapper Hail - Serni-palmated and Snowy Plovers - Killdeer - Black-bel-
l icd Plover - ~,n•:ser YellowlerJ::; - Ledst Sandpiper - Dunlin - Long-billed 
:Jow~_tcher - :. ·~_;t•·rn ::JcH1-lpiper - Mdr-bled Godwit- American AvocPt -
,,c·::;ter-n ~1n:i t~Lrl]·-r)illcd Culls- For-ster-'s Teen- Mour·nLng Dove- vJestern 
Mr>ddowldr·k - \edwin·~ed Blackbj_rd ·- Hn:'-JJer 's HlcJckbirci and Song Sparrow. 

AUDUBON CANYON R ,NCH: 
A 11 :i'. 1 h on _ d n yo r 1 :~ d n r:· h i :; J ·w i l d 1 i f e s an c t. u a r y and e d u c a t i o :1 c en t e r 

locdtc-:! on Bc::i_nl::; L(\qoon ,•t}r)'.Jt thr·ee mil~'s north of Stinson Beach on 
:~tdU' Hiqh·w<~y l,. lt i~; open Lr1 the public on .'.1atur·dnys, Sundays and 
holid-3ys, F'cL u-_a·y 2E:\ throCJuh July <1. Fo~- spec.idL visits phor1e 3f3J-l644. 
The Ranch L~ ;ronsorcd by c;oldr~n ,:;dtc·, Murin rtnd Se:juoia /qJc_Llbon Soci­
eties. In l9G) the Ranch was dcsi~nated by the U.S. Department of the 
[nter ioc do> d iUc,Jistcr·E--:i Ndturdl Lanjrna.r·k. 

By Ll>e t_ ty Boyd 

A s .J c1rl ' J . , y 11 .:2 d r e cl L t :; ,, tLJ , t h e f i r s t C~ r- '~ ci t B l u e H P r o n s we r- e o b s e r -
ved on the pr·imeter ot the rookery and a few days later the ear-ly 
sta1es c)f the terr-itoriality and pair formation commenced. While the 
Great E~rc·ts HHlT!ctlly arrive somewhat later, 8 of them were seen among 
t. h"' t cd l i n q s 10 w f J c1 k e '=; ,) n Uv' d a. y o f t: he q rea t s now , f l yin g i n as i f 
co .to c; k and l '•:,~ n 1 r' a vi n q • 

'!Jith the opPninq of Ul·~ r·dnch, docents from the Volunteer Council 
of Audul)on Cd 1yon Hrtnch will be on hand each Saturday and Sunday to 
lead a nature walk at 11:00 AM and 1:00 PM. 

V o l u n tr~, e s a r e n "" e rJ F' d f o !::" a w o c k day Saturday , March 6 • Th i s w i 11 
l:>e ur1t1er- the J'adersJ.-li.p of John Kipping and Skip Schwartz. The time is 
10:00 AM. Dri·tl wo~k clothes, qloves, waterproof shoes or rubber boots, 
a pick and sh Jvel and a wheelbarrow if possible. Restoration of Par­
son's i- ond in the Cdrtlen Club Canyon is the projpct. Bring your lunch 
also. f{efrc-:c;h nents will be provided. You are needed. 

HU:)T DUTY ill' "He: f\,\NCH 
See page 4 of the February SEJUOIA. Sequoia Audubon will provide 

hosts at the ~anch on SatLJrdays and Sundays from the Ranch opening on 
FebnJdry 2R t 1rouqh April 4. Four hosts are nr'eded from 9:30 AM until 
4:30 PM on ea :h day. No prior e:<p('rien;:e nor birding expertise is 
required. The duties arc light and pleasant. Here is an opportunity to 
bf'COm<=-. acquai1tc•d with a nationally known wildlife sanctuary and educa­
tion cent:r?r. Jsually then' i.s u.mple time to visit the heronry, book­
store and dis1lay area. Bring lunch. Coffee provided. Phone 334-2851 
and sign up f1r one or more <jays of this interesting work. 

CONSERVi\TION NE1tJ _;: 

Since tt1, fatP of San Bruno Mountain, for the time being at least, 
will probably hdve been settl0d hy the Supervisors by the time this is 
read, the bi<~1est local issue now left for SAS is the plan for Filoli 
and the adjdc ~nt San Fr-cmci.sco WatershPd lands. After a public infor­
mational meetlnq held in San Mateo, Febr11ary 19, a second hearing for 
public Lrn;ut L:.-; sch"duled for March 4 dt 7:30PM tentatively in the 
San :vldteo Cit/ Council ch.:J.mbers. It will be safest to check locil.l 
papers for U , place, however. All SAS members are urged to at tend. 
The issues CFiter about preservation of the open space lands of the 
·~,JatershPd, pr 'Sc'rvcltion of pldnt dncl animal habitat both there and in 



Filoli, and most crucially lhe proposrod u::,e )[ FiloLi and 
lands for a county qolr C01Jrc3e, esrecia~ly when therr> is 
li.ty of other less envir·onmentally ~;:;irF1ii icant ;_;i te~:; for 
nearby. Copies of a pdrtial mar, of the FLloLi-:Jc~tr•rc;hr,d d 

obtained from the Parks and Recreation Oepactment at the 
ment Center in Redwood City. 

• * * * * * * * * * * * * • * • • • * • • • * • • • * • • • 

1/Ja tershr•d 
he ~,o:o~:; ihi-

' cour::;e 
pa can be 
'ounty c;ovcrn-

In Sacramento the big environmental issue before the Legislature 
this spring will be the voLe~ on the Coastal Plan bill aut 1ored by 
Senator Reilenson. This must pass the Sen~te by June 18 01· it wi.ll be 
dead for this session. It will probably first qo to the S•nate Natural 
Resources and Wildlife Committee, and if it survives that then to the 
Finance Com~ittee. Strong opposition is expected from all the develop­
ment interests including organized labor. If the bill fails, the coast 
will go back to local control, and the situation will be the same as 
before pas~3aCJe of Prop. 20, which SAS members worked so h 1rd to pass. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • • • • 

Among other bills of environmental significance to be con;idered by 
the Legislature is SB 138~, the Bottle Bill. It is similar to the very 
successful Oregon law and requires mandatory deposits on ill soft drink 
and beer containers sold after Janudry 1, 1977. Assemblymin Vasconcellos 
of San Jose has authored and the Assembly has passed AB 1725 banning 
sale of fluorocarbon aerosols after July 1, 1977 in an effort to stop 
their dangerous pollution of the U[lper atmosphere. The bill is now being 
considered in the Senc1t:e. Senator Behr has just introduceJ SB 1482 
which would halt construction of the proposed New Melone::: Dam on the 
Stanislaus River, but would allow a lower flood control d1m. This is in 
essence what was proposed by the 1974 initiative which lost by a small ~ 
majority, probably due to its confusing wording which led many people ~ 
to vote the opposite of what they intended. 

• * * * * * * * * * • * • * * * • * * • * * * • * * * * • • 

Two bil~ involving the California Environmental Quality Act, the 
authority for the requirement of Environmental Impact Statements, have 
been proposed: SB 502 which wculd seriously weaken the Act, and AB 2679 
which essentially parallels the Senate bill. 

• * * ~ * • * * • • * • • * • * * * * * • * * * * • • • • • 

In Congress our Senator Cranston hQS joined more than 40 others in 
sponsoring S 2832 to clarify the income tax status of legislative 
activity by tax-exempt organizations such as Audtlbon. It is identical 
to the House bi 11 HI<. 80 21 which was discus sed in the Now mbe r, 19 75 
SEQUOIA. SAS members are urged to write to Senator Cranston thanking 
him for his sponsorship and to Senator Tunr1ey urging him to join Senator 
Cranston as a co-sponsor. 

• * * • * * • * * • * • * * * • * * * * * * * * * * • • • 

THE AUUJ BON JJ.J\UER of January 30 mentions a nt:w thrr at to the 
wintering range of the endangered whooping cranes. The State of Texas 
is seeking title to a 19,000 acre tract for recreational development 
on federal land on Matagorda Island. This is only 5 mile~ from the 
Arkansas National Wildlife Refuge and which contains a NAS wildlife 
sanctuary. Green and Ridley turtles, peregrine falcons, 2nd southern 
bald eagles are found on the island. The proposed develorment would be 
~ncompatible wit~ ~he varie~ wildlife present and would l e a ne":" danger e 
for the few rema1n1nq whoop1ng cranes. Letters can be sent urg1ng 
pe l::'manent protection of the area to Gov. Do 1 ph Hr iscoe, ~ tate Capito 1, 
Austin, T~ 78711 and to Senator Lloyd Rentsen, Senate O!fice Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20501 who backs the transfer. 

-- Ruth S~ith, Conser• ation Chairman 



ny F'can Nelson 

Ice or. the Lircl tJdths the rn0n~inqs of Janu<1ry 2 and 3! I heated 
some vvcJtr-·r Hie! qot rid ,,f the ice befor-e the bir·ds ar·rived. It wasn't 
cold ~;r,oJlqh to tree7e the hurntner feedPrs nor the flowers on the 
campllid sa ;anqua~'., so the hurnrn!O'rs' natural and unnatural food are both 
intact. 

The da ;s Uti;, first wePk of Januar-y have been very much alike-­
quite a nurn 'E'r of birds of var-ious species. Golden-crowned and vlhite­
cr·owned Sp<' rows arrive before it's light enough to discern which is 
which in SOGP Cc.iSPS. They ure followed closE:>ly by the Brown Tm'llhee pair 
and the fox Sparrcw. Soon the Mourning Doves join them and when ther-e's 
a little me e liqht., the House Finches and House Sparrows come. The 
~<ufous--sicle i Tuwhee, norrr:c1J Ly dmong the earliest, hangs back, probably 
because he 121:3 the r1and icap of hd ving only one leg and feels more corn­
fr)rtablt:.' wi·h tf-'wer birds cJ.rcund c1nd better visibility. They eat 
ravenuu::; l y or a time dnd thf'n a 11 disappear into the bushes. After· a 
:;hor t ~ irnr :1ey LJr'Clin tc) snnak out cidringly, one by one, grab a quick 
::-;nrlck und r .";h bdck to the hideout. I rather think it's the time when 
cH·cipil>:·c:> t.c1rt l:Jokinq i:nr breakfast. Various other species come 
tr rouq~:ou t t1e d,1 y b1J t lhe Ye J low-ru:nred VI! arb lers and the Ruby-crowned 
King1Pt.s se"m to h,Jve t.r1ken their business elsewhere. 

J,nywd y. new L t L-:; ; unc h time and I elm munching on some chPese and 
cruC~~'rS by rny kitc:h(-~fl wirHi(Y.N, of course. A great, huge bird arJpears 
,·,r~ Lh~'-' her i ·.on. I t cec ;ny hands to pick up rny bi noct~ .i ar s dnd con f irrn it 
.is d.n t.:acJl c About thc.J t time, the r-oof of our house obscures my vision 
so I dash o::tside. 'V'Jhen I locd.t.e him, he is circling directly over our 
hous P u.nd h· · is 1 ow enough that I can even see his rnas si ve yellow 
toe~;!! I S(:~·· d Sll1cllJ 'Nhit(~ pdtch irl eacr1 wing lining. I see that the 
tdil is wt1i eat the base, darK brown at the end and mottled in between. 
He turr::..; en•· eye downward, pPrhar·s to see what I am up to--or, maybe 
to ::_;:now rn e h a L. he a 1 s C· h d s c1 l i t t 1 e w h i t e c n h i s head d n d h i s nape • A t 
last I h~ve a ~ositive Hald Eaale to add to our yard list! This one, of 
course, is :r1 immature. He is headed in t.he CJener a l direction of Crys t.a 1 
Sr:r i nq~; 1)cikl ,~; , •. 

. ';o ~c-tt"r--cdck to edrth--I qo to the Lack yard to scr-pen some sui l 
fcJt tru:: Hot;· c S~;drro'.N~>' du:;t llut:ns .. l.ackinq a screen, I i:irn using a 
~~trainer an.: the ~;uil tr;dL cornr•s tr1rouuh is very fine. I rush back to 
my window C:llld stand there waiting for all the excitement when they see 
ltJtiat: I have done for ther~. l3ut, alas! it is too late in the day even 
thc~tl~h it '·tV ~-; ~,_;nly .~:?0 whc·r1 I tinished. lJust.-t)at.rl tirn(~ had cornc~ dnd 
q<Jr~·' ,_,r~d I <;u:'l hd.Vf' to \'lldi..t until tomorrow. 

iiuw "t mc·r r·n•w'' i::; hetE' <Hld U1Pre is a foqqy backdrop fer the back 
y,1rd .. 1\ !'lou; ino LhV'' i~; sitting low in the birch tree. It is notable 
b r2 c au e of · h c u n u ~; t; u 1 L i q h t i n g e f f e c t on h i m c au sed by the s u n try i n g 
to shine th: (:uqh the fog. He is slightly below eye-level and he is 
snuc;Cjled cio'~"n on tr,e br·anch with his belly feilthers covering his toes. 
These f<=>dU• rs, ncrmally c:ontourr-'d to his body, dre stic:kinq out and 
torrninq a;::;. rt of flounce. The flounce is cc1tchinq the light just riqht 
t-o qivP it.' crr'drny cclcr· in snarp cor:trc1st to his belly. He is indeed 
fancy! 

It was a long wait from yesterddy afternoon until 8:00 this mor­
ninq but no;.,. ct Hou~;e .'.lpd.rrow has come for a dust bath. He is reve llinq 
i n i t ! T h c i f ted s o i l c n d L>l c· c.> h i rn t. o t a 1<. e a much more e f f e c t i v e 
c!u:;t in~: if ne a;no11nt nf flyinfJ dust is any irldiccJt.i.on. The dust bowls 
a. r '" v r' r y p o ~ u .i. d r cHId ! i t t L P c1 l t e n:: a t i on s over t he rn are f r e q u c: n t • 
A; parent.ly, my screer1ing job has pleased the Golden and White-crowned 
Srarrows, t )o. They are findi.nq little goodiE"S to eat. 

()ne i)J 'J\H r·p::;iric~nt Mockinqbi.nls is sittinq in the part of our 



neighbor's pyrc1cuntha th.lt pt>ck:c; over t.hr:- fr,nce. I can ee no ~;erries. 
Now thdt the Robins and Cedar '.,,Jaxwin lS have pol isrwci r:J~ c1ll of his a._ 
be r r i e s they e1 r e no do u b t w i l l i n g to l e L ' : i m h _, v "' ll i s ; • : s h a q a i n--un t i l ~ 
next year, that is. 

A flock of House Finches hdS j11st irJ.ndcd in the bi ch top. Lookin·1 
at each one h-1:::; turned u~; •'> !:-•inc :~iski..n. 1\ Hou~,e t·'inctl :)oks small 
until a Fine .Siskin sits t)(,side him. 

A b i g , dE" a d s y c: am o r e 1 e a f i s q o i n •J t h r n u c; h .•c; om f' s t: ,iflO e • y r a t :. u n :~ • 
I put my binoculars on it and small wonder! A GoldPn-cr >wned Sparrow 
is doing his scratchinq-hop on it and is fin·jinq :;ome :~ 1rt of c·diblrs. 
He f i n a 1 l y p i c k s i t u p <'}ol·j s h a k e s i t q 1 1 i t "' v i o ; e n ~ l y ! he> • · , l i a r - - h u t: ", :J s t: 
because I don't know wna>: he is doin:; doesn't rw·,an t~r~ cl ;esn't kno·,.;. 

A tl.ock of 25 to 30 Cedar ... 'a:>cwinq3 ali<Jht in the tJ rch tor-'• r.vr,:: 
hopeful, I look 1t each individual • .Sornf-.-.ddy 1 drn qnin() o c;r:e ,-., Bohemiun 
Waxwing that way--but apparently this is nol t:he day. A <yhow, they 
couldn't be mon·:> beautiful sitting then• in th0 :;1mliClh ___ ,·,ven wit-hout 
a Bohemian! 

by Virginia Collins 

This tiny :-_;"rc,ech Owl C:::!:rl'? tc1 '.c;ildliie k.eSCI1f', ln<' • .in April o£ 
1975 c1s dn "inj,Jrc:d bdby ';:-,~;d: Hornpd CJwl". ~)he hivJ lJee t rcHJnd lyinq 
under a t r e c: , e y 1::> s ( · l o sed , r · o l d d n d ·....: i t h c1 l i rn ~' w .in q • C 1 r: o! o '<.l r, v o : u :·\­
teers, a L.1dy w i. th a tot of experiPnce, tr1ok h(~·r horne, ·Llcmed flE-r c1nrl 
force-fed her. 

Later th.>t eveninq, thr~ owl ~.dd cevived eno11qh to 
e--<amin:Jtion. The winq :';ec>rnerl l1JSt ht-tJisc•J dnd r;o sibjy 
hr·okPn. The hre.>st fiOne Wc::iS sh.Jrp anci it WciS ohVl(!!j~; tr 

closer 
·pcdinej, not. 
'. t ~;hP i1c~dn' t 

E''dten in a wl:ii~·. Her t:'yc-::-; r·F,;nain!':d clo''e><l ln.-J S"''!C!•c'd t) ildl!e cJ r-nF;t 

[)f?t>,Jc·e,n thF.· J..ids, S(J t-h~.~-v Wt~r·c~ [)dt~-~+--·d in ~~.'1rrn ' .... J.l.~f-)r.- 1 ~c dCd~-t~'i ,1nrj 

in<:;pc~c~tC:\.i~~ lrlt-:r·f~(1ibl\', hr"r P\/(::_:_; i1nd F•yt-:•--1 i(l;_~ ·w'c·r·c\ (~C)'J0r ·'-.1 ~~vit.h t}e(-:-. 

s t \ n cw r s ! 'vv e p 1 y· e d <\ m 0 L i a 1 nvt c' r· d :; t r o n:~ 1 i q h t ;1 n d l. d r l e r r<.J q :c i t I i n r1 
~J e r ~~ 0 ~~) t i_ n ( 1 (: r· ;:; • .~) :'1 (> 11'1 ' .. ~ l r~-i t· r: c s {"\ c~ n 

hy Dr-. C'a;npf;r:_tll, ;-1 \J~~tr~ri.ndry (~'/(-~ ~~ur·qr-·lon ftr)nj .. .~() -.1+- Hi:·; pr·o,·J­
.. ! H :1 C' , i ~~ 0 f n~Js is \rJ,-1~; r~,;_Jt (j(J()(i--:--'~~ ... vt:r .. rt L :·;t i nq(·"r :~ h.J(j pr··;~:"\~ r·,tt ,_,n tr.r 

LH)th C'lt~:=-;~ 'l'!-1("r·e \f...id~-~ sw{--: l ~ lr1~-~ d :-;_()C:·cic.lcJt :~ hr•nr• 1f~! t r: : f~yr;s. tir~ 

prescrilJ,,d t';f, T:c;or•to ,\~r-opir:c ~~ rir·o:,·; Jc~ily) .1r1d rJia,jt ·ol (1\ rlr<:, ::-. 
dally) in both eyes. 

(~()\"Jli fc)C)·i, tc-•nricr lr_)\lLrt(J r·~_;_r-(~ ·-~~~ij t"-W 1,; ~""i1()n.th~~ tirPc) Jr·c) 1~l'-1~-i~~ vi.:=:~:_(J~'t 

l)dCk t() h<"~tt1 <:f ;\mc'\:iai';; ~-·.y,·~:-:-.• Srlf-~ .;v'l-:_c) ;·'t-• ..... ,J.c:~;trn.·1t:zr~rj :_rt dn c) 1.l~_d(),~_)t' 

avi<iry, cirlcl :lftr·r 'fktkir:q 1') '< i l i:.; un hr·r ()'Ntl, ,, .. cj~; f'!C:'IP·i :,ed intu LF:·r 
howe Ler-r·ir·.rJ.::·y. ,-Je (·,_J'l unly Lrrkh]inP t'v~ piiin t.hJt /\mel i 1 rwJst '>clV"' 

suffered ftc)m her ordeal; dc,d mdrvcl "t t1er abi!ity to ~iq'1t the t::.e­
rnendous amount ot venom thdt WdS injected int.r) >v:.r- sysT 'rn. 

':Je have on file e:<tensive oror}rns::; notes on U1is c 1::;e .Jncl wi i l be 
very hapr'Y to :.J.nstJc'r 
feeJ tree t.o call or" 
Hdrnilton, Fre~-:.i.dent, 

8:)L-lL9B~ 

a:·1y tuctn"'r Olh::>5;tions a:1\!0nt> rnc~y l-tV·:>. f'l(-'c\~;e 

\;J r· i t~ e t C' lJ i C1 _l : t e t < ~-~ ~:; C \J e , 1_ n C .. , C I r) ~J1 Y" ~~ • (~ Cl r () 1 
4 N a v d j o ~~ LF',, , f u r h; l d. 'J a J i r, y , ') tl ) ? '~ • i' h one : 

• • • * * * • • * * * * * * * * * • * * • * * ~ * • • 

l i. ke 
Woul.d you like to be:: CO'Jnted ,:nnonrj thP oeor·1e cv~lo help animals 
"Arw::lid Owlh;Jr·t" dni ch~, l,L)J o'hnr •.vi.ldlite tYH" :Jilr:Jlife i<esr·uee 
C{_lC~ld fc)r in 19'"?C): H(·lr(=" r~.iCf-=~ tr/-.}.~) ···.·Jqq~~-:~.t~ i j'\nc~ ~·'l·~-- \/~ j: ( r\) r-~i·/~t,>'!E 

t h t' e e C l d. s S ;:; P r i f~ ~; ( l • () r r;· h ,·J r: r~ rj L~ .:_ r· r ~ .:_: , .:_! • ~) t"' r: fl i n ;vL un 1 rt d 

of Injured An i.rTld l c3) ~~end \'OUr nci'nc' d:1·ir·es::-; •Hid r-honc· : 1m'· ,"""··r t. C_) : 



Mar~h 1976 THE S~QUOIA 7 
··~ - - .- .. :...1_._, __ --··--·----· ----·-

"!r·,. I inrla t::· tin,,,,, ilH .').cln :V!<ttr·,) De~, [V]('r':ln Fark, C:i\ 94025. OR, for 
~:·~)<".(" ·.::·~db:f.~ t(, \-;:, d v·'lLiii~.f:c~r·, htlt" st..~ .. :.1 ir1ter·c:;tr:~d in ~;u:-pcJrt.inq 

~~.L!.:-; k i.rtri ~..)t- pr-c)qtd:-n, ( i-)) ~_)i:~i·1~J ,-·. DC)t'J:.:T.~U~~: Your ''Dol1drs" ~Ni !.1 l;~-J t1S~!ti 

t.o buy f1y')d nd rn~···lir:al ~>J, pl i.-·s iind to keep the :crcqr,>m qoi.ng. Your· 
~oi:1J •l()\l.;:r ·~Jill 'P ;.JP]1 srJ('nt dS '"''e are a 100% volunteer orqanization 
·,v o r· i< .i n n u rv : ,. ) t. i ' e . .1 n d i-' r:·· d e r ,_, l ';, i l d l i f e ~ e r m i. t <; ~ f.' L e a :.~ e iT! .:o k e c: h e c k s 
;'a'l·th!f• ~o J·; ldliie f\e::;cJe, Inc. lrV.l tndi.1 t.o f'hylli.s A. Pi.erce, Tr·pd::ur­
'"r, rJLld:.ifr· :\f··~cc·:·', Inc., :194 V1':1 T~uren, Lo~,; Altos, CA 940?2. 

!·\)f.~ hPl. 
:\ J t. o ;\ r 1 

* * * * * * * * * * • * * • * • • * * * * * * • • * • • * 
with wildlife e~c~qencies call: Wildlife ~escue Team c/o 

:ndl ')hF·tter, rhocr!'.' ")?9-?b7] ( 11:00 AM- b:OO PM). Other 
•u:=. c:dl] [',Jlc) J\1to c.:o'rlmuni.r:ctt:i.ons, r)honc: 3,!9-?.413 .. Our 
i::~ >~E~"JW()C'(1 :c~it:y tt·; :~unn\'Vr1le ... t-f()\~~:::..vcr, VJe ::;h,·ll tJe q:a(j 
r:,t ir·ns l'ICi tr'f<"r" y"('') tO your C]OSPSt: vdldJ.ite t"l"':oCUP 

;)J'I\Y: 

"C:or'lment trnm c1 rr~,JCJer dbntlt: t.he 1915 Bird Count article jn 
F',.:,rc:dr'/ tJu: et~n: Cn•' ::nndrc·c! ·tnd cLqht-lwo sp('Cies of birds is inder"d 
3:1 h::•nc!r.,':';l•· c:irtl :::YJnt. hut T wince at the "only" in tront. ot the 125 
iicmre for 1··~,5, U1r1t s11CJ1llder '.1r,on 'Nhich the 182 count sL·mds .• In 
lJir :inrr r>1rt cul<Jrlv, it is v..;ise to remember t.he nest ••• " 

MJ\HINE ECOLOGIC L II\ISTITUTF.: 

rrn~~ ~J1d. r 
rtt?.lh' (::..n{j c:l~~(-J l 
Md .r·· inc~ In~. t- i 
nvr'r 4!)' ()I)() 
tri::; idscinu 
p :r o ~~ r· r:~1 rn i ~··~ l·_,, 
Tt:(C> (Jo<::.c'n t ~; , 

r:.re;.,dre thr· 
and :nor c irnr,· 
al;uu t r he EJ,,; · 

nc' L~c'l0<1i.c;o.1. Institute announces the developm(~nt of a 
(:nqin 1 docent pr·<Jqr.Hn t.o heqin in March .. Since 1970 tht=: 
u t e ' s H ') - toot k e c3 e d r c h V e ~; s e 1 " I n l and Seas " h a s c a r r i e d 
tuden t •:; ''n ~h c;covrrv Voyages tn .s t:udy the mdny facets of 
inq re:;ourcr=•, :;,,n fr~rJncisco Bay. The Institute's docent 
i n0 'i<'"lt' i opt>d t(' auqrnent the Discover-y Voya\je exp· rience. 
i 1 l t) r · a :1 o L he r- r e s •Y J r c e t n the teacher a n d w i ll he l p to 
:udent=;, sl1,uino what they hu.ve learned in their~ training 
r-tantly, shari.nq the excitement dnd concern they feel 

c1nci its po.·::~ih1e u.•.;es c~nd misuses. 
Amonq t : e a::tiv: tir"s shr··dulccl in the tcaininq proqram are a voyaqe 

en trlf' "lr:1a .J ::ei.l~;" 'vlith the Institut.e':; instructors and quest SP<''tik!:·r 
Ic:ht..r.·(nJcy:;c 1lr. l~ohcrt Ha:::sur cf .'~an <Jo~;e ::ltate University, a visit 
to Leslie Sat, c1nd .1 trir to the Army Corps of E::nqinr:ers Bay-Delta 
r\,'1c:-.:r: J • ri'hc: f ' 
but to cchan· 

You ccJn 
cic)c"ent pr-oqr 

cpose of the traininq is not to mdke experts of the docents 
n tf-·t,ir enthlJSidSrT\ with d hit more kn.C)WledC~E'~. 

tind out more about the Ma.rine Ecological Institute's 
m by Cdllinq Dotty Klyce at 364-2760. 

-- by Sheila Davies 

Thr> ;.;'c·b' JC.lry rroqrarn opened with thE~ familiar and pretty song of 
the tJh i te-e:- r1 wned Spar row as the Birdca 11-of-the-Mon th. r,rank All en 
illustrated · :1is much-loved bird with slides and sound. The White­
crown is a w nter visitor in much of our area althouqh it is a breed­
ing bird on •he coast and as close as San Francisco. 

Jed McC ellan's Plant-of-the-Month was the Oso Berry (Osmaronia 
cerasiformis • The flowers of the Bear Berry are seen from February 
throu rJr1 Apr i in ';an Mateo County. Jed always makes the Plant-of- the­
Month inform Live by showinq pictures of the plant in its various 
st,.l :ps r1t nt: ..,r t1rnP5 of the year. In the case of the Bear Berry, we 
also SdW its oliV''-~-;izcd fruit. 



'fh.e pbiq iedtt.Ir-t~ 11 CJt t..h1) 1-'(·?-Lrll~:jr~/ f-r;·;r~~-,_trr \/'Jd~:- ;·r-c·-:·-"!'it_e(_i r·y- l~()t' 

and Cctrol Yutzy, "Five i>·~1V:C· t·r) rj,~rHi~·t' ,-:rrt:.:;~" h .. :.t ::t" 'pPr:,-,1 nt;r~ A. 
idr:ntificdt~on ::::l<i.lls Ly rcn:i.ndinc:~ 11'; ~he· irrqHl:·tC\r't f•dt:Hic; ~o W 
look for: (1) general uppearctnce, ((!) behc:vior, ( )) vo1.e, (4) ranqe 
and habitat, dnd (5) elimination of common speci.E·s rrE'U ;d. He i.llus­
t:r·at:ed each point with slid~'S of dith"rr~·nt s:·ecics. lle Jl~;o brcdks 
down Cdteqories' to:· F'Xdrnple) unc:er !~he· oetH'"tdl hPddinq ·)f sr:c1;-e we: 
should look at the qenccal btiild of the hird, the tJOStl re, 1e'J~;, tai.l., 
bill, head and c-.:inqs .• :Je hope m;.lny be,~inninq birdr·r~o at tended tr~i~. 
meeting becau~e they could learn much from Bob's very ~ractical, step 
by step system. IntermedL1te birders were also qrer1tly :~1elped becau:c>e 
the systf'm pin~: down the more difficult idectificdtion' SlJCr: dS t~he 

differ-ence between tfH-? Oranqe-crownpd cHid the 'I'enneSS('( itJ,nhlers. The 
pic t u r e s i n fie 1 d q u i des i u ~; +~ c a n ' t t'"' e x d c t J y l i k F' tt 1 ( h i r d you see 
throuqh your tJinoculdrs. In audition to t~dchinq bird iientification, 
Bob is a licensed bird bander and gdve us rnony intere:;1 inq side-liqhts 
on these activities on the Faral Lones \JnC'er the clu:;piC( ::; of the F'oint 
!~eyes Bird Observatory. 

The pr'oqram came to a or~a:J(' find i P '"'_i t'1 the ar'f>Pu: 1nce of "~Ta.c~k 

the Hipper," a Ye"l.Lovv--head.c~ci Ccndcd.rd l:r•i.nn c:n0d ,to:- l1 f.l!ax Krueqer 
and Cliff Lindquist under theic re1ptc.c p;~rJc]t'.lm~ ,.J,Jc·l.; '1-li; 1 tJe returned 
t.o the wild when St!itable c:J.rranc:;ements ;;n f,e lnd<Je tor :1is ;-:;afe 
release in South America .. Your Sequoi 1 chd.ptPr- is supr c ,·ti.nq this 
raptor rehabilitation pr.~oc-;r·am Ly d rnunt.hiy cloLC:Jtion of b2S. l!ow•~ver, 

this does not comr,1Ptc"ly cover r1JL co~'ts and fJJax c1nd c:iff •,.;uuld be 
most appceciat.ive of any ndditional donations from individual members. 
HPre is a chancP to see' wherP your money qoc's; the "!:Joe rders" of ten 
visit OUr general meetinCJS and it is very .eXCiting to c:Pe these e 
beautiful bir-ds close at hand~ 

tUCHAkiJSON Bf\Y lLDLif'E SANCTUAkY A~JO l:;:JUC.-,llC'N CL:Nrr.R: 

376 Greenwood Beach Road in Tibur-on. Turn off Hiar·,.;ay 101 onto 
Tiburon Blvd. and about a mile later turn riaht onto Gr~enwood. 
Open 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM Wednesday thr-ough Sunday. Admission 50~ 
except Audubon members fr-ee. Nature walks Sunday at 9:< :, AM. Nature 
programs every Sunday at 3:00 ~M. Also an excelJ.ent book store, THE 
BOOK NEST. 

The 3:00 PM Sunday programs for the next fpw week~: 

March 7 

March 14 

March 21 

March 28 

~,ife Story of the Hurnminqbin~; a bec.n.tifully photo­
gr-aphed film about lhe exquisi~te humninqbird. 

- ~_Q~_I.I::__ the Life of a M~_:~do~; an illustrated 
lee ture by Steve McCorrnj ck, p1 ant ec( loqis t. 

- Wildlife Babies; a film to celebrate spring and the 
new lift that it brings. 

- Courtsh!p and Nesting; a lecture and slide show by 
Phil Schaeffer, manager of Richardsor Ray Wildlife 
Sanctuary. 

Apr-il 4 The Lorax; a special film for children (fun for 
grownups too) all about Dr. Suess' craracters and 
how they deal with the problems of their environment-

SAN fRANCISCO AIRf~Of<.T BIRD LIST: 
Norman Fox has found the San Francisco Airport area to be an 

interesting and productive spot for birding. Recently the airport 

----~---
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mc:;.ndc:wr sent lim a r·epor·t pn~rared by the u.s. Depdrtment of the 
Intf't:' i_or, f;'i~- 1 dnd '"'ii lrll i te Service covering their observations on 
J:tnuary 12 ari J3 of this year. Following is a list of the birds 
ob:-::erved and 1 nc l udod in the report: 

Hed-throaled .. oon - Horned, Western and Pied-billed Grebes - Double­
cr. Cormorant - Gn:,at: Blue Heron- :'inowy Egret- Mallard- !?intail -
American Widn°on - Canvasback - Scaup - Goldeneye - bufflehead -
Surf Scoter - Ruddy Duck - American Kestrel - American Coot - Killdeer -
American c;olden and Black-bellied Plovers - BLack Turnstone - Willet -
Least Sandpir:er - D1ml in - Dowitcher - \'V'estern Sandpiper - Marbled 
Godwit - Sand,rlinq - American Avocet - Herring, Mew and Bonaparte's 
Gulls- Forst~r's Tern- Rock Dove- ~ater Pipit- Starling- Western 
Meadowlark - ~edwinqed Blackbird - House Finch. 

PETEY NUJt'ER -- ;UAIL? 

My "yard guest" of January 18-20, 1976, was a unique, endearing, 
and at times, exasperating little character. Before more time goes by, 
I shall jot d~wn the details of his visit. 

It all started shortly after mid-day on Sunday, January 18, when 
I escorted c1 {ounq fri•"'nd to the front door. As I opened the door, I 
noticed a bea~tiful adult male quail on the lawn. This, of course, was 
not an unusu,o1 l occurrt~nce, but I motioned for my guest to be quiet., 
thinking that she (a city gal) might enjoy seeing a quail at close 
ranqe. As we '">tepped out onto the porch, I was dumbfounded when tht~ 
quail made a frenzied dash towards us~ Wild thow}hts of rabies (now 
whoever h0ard of a rabid quail?) ran through my mind. I told my friend 
to make a dasn for h~r car while I decoyed the quail elsewhere. I 
Jured the little monster to th~ backyard, avoiding, with difficulty, 
sterpinq on him as he frantically l1opped onto my feet, nipping my ankles 
ferociously, '1-nd at the same time keeping up a constant chattering 
and scoLding. 

As the afternoon advanced, he calmed down somewhat, except for 
those times wnen I went inside. When I returned to the patio, he was in 
a tizzy, and :Jave me "what for" with very loud scolding, and very 
forceful nips on the a~kle. 

In srite of his distr-ess each time I left him, he showed no desire 
to to: low me in t·_o tht" holl '3f'. Thus I cone l udPd he was an outdoor quail • 
When ni qh t cz1·ne, I offered him a nice cozy "nest'' I had made in a 
shallow curtcn, which he spurned. He seemed quite content to hunker 
down n-~,a r· thr pat Lo d·~Jor:-. I shudde n"d when 1 1 :c>arned 1 a ter that there 
d.r-e two rcJvjr 1, pr-Pci-3tory c:-at:; in the neighborhood, but, somehow, 
Nipper was rh ~: a•~tdcked d1Jrinq the two nights he slept in my patio. 

Of cour~-e>, all rny qdrdeninq activities c.1rne to a halt. At first, 
he was litPrdlly on my feet every second, and I was in constant fear 
tl;at I would step on him. Even when he became more relaxed and would 
roam ~ bit ir ~earch of food, he would return suddenly and without 
w'"-'·ninq to 1,:nd on ot~ nc.1r my feet. 

By Mond.;v rnorni_nq I knr•·..v I had to find his "owners" both for his 
~;ake c1nc:i min,. I c,1llerl Ut<:> Hurn,lne Society, Audubon Society, and 
numerous Oakrr )nt nc?~;iclent~; without success. Then, on Tuesday, at a 
meet i nq C) f tl ~~ garden club at h" r the president read an announc:ernen t 
for rn~--, two r '-'op lf:> contdcted me with the names of the "ov.mers". They 
: iv•: m +-h·· _ •rr'<'t in :ldCk of mine in the next block • 

~:J f- M r • r1 r1 d :V1 r 
t: It! ' ' l V P '/ ' .) '. HH; 

• --,,! !·Ptey (nut: f<ipp·'r, after all) ,prior to cur meetinq 
inu. Frow d nr'st '~ontaini_nq fourteen eqqs in the yard· 

.John:;c)r; (a fict~ti•_)us.r:c:H_ne, to avoid fur-the~ publicity) 
ltcr,c'<l. >,r ~:. J,_.Jr1nson, p1ck~ng up the two rema1n1ng e9qs 



to throw them away, heard a faint peeping from one. The' kept it warm 
overnight and next day they took it to their daughter ir1 Novato who 
had an incubator. Hatching proved to be difficult becau:;e one wing and A. 
leg o~ the chick became entangled, but the Johnson's da11ghter was a ~ 
good mid-wife", and the "birth" was successfully accom:,lished. 

Petey Nipper is the idol of his "fatt1er", Mr. John.;on. Ho\Jever, 
like most fathers, Mr. Johnson goes to work every day and "mother" has 
the responsibility of tending the young. Now that Petey has reached 
young adulthood, Mrs. Johnson's worries and responsibil ~ties have 
increased. He does not want to come in at night, and he especially 
dis 1 ikes th~ warm, cozy box where he used to sleep. (A p1 ,aren t 1 y he 
never had slept outside before he left home on Saturday afternoon. 
Goodness knows where he slept Saturday night, but Sundar ~nd Monday 
nights, both cold and frosty, he seemed entirely conten·: in my patio.) 
Mrs. Johnson is afraid to Jet r1im s lePp outside because of the cat 
problem. 

Petey's growing independence has not resul t:Pd in a ty intere5t in 
his own kind. He ignores other quail unles5 they try to get personal. 
Mrs. Johnson told me that one littlP fr.:~rncJl~" who made amn·o11s advances 
toward Petey wr1s rewar·ded by d ferocinu~; peck on thr> he 1d. 

Petey is definitely a people's quail, not a quail'; t{Udil. He 
lo\.res PE~op'le, esrecial.ly tht~ir f€~Pl. t·ie .lLso l()V0S thei_· vr)iCt?S. 

Actually, I believe he knows that where there are voi ·es there must 
he feet! With his growing independence he now takes off to ''join the 
crowd" whenever he hears people taLkinq. 

I'm sun~ that Petey's grea.t nPed for the compcinion;hi.p of pe,r;1e 
ca.used hi:n to become "lost" in the first plar·e. The ,Joh ~~-:;ons hac! an 
engagement for late Saturday aft-.ernoon and ev(.:-ni.nn. Whe 1 they tried to,A 
call Petey in before they left he did not res~'ond. This a; parent desr''rW' 
tion must haVf' caused him to ledve home and 1. am sure t tat r hr1ve never 
before seen such a desperately lonesome !ittle creJture a3 he was when 
we first met. 

All these problems have cc:~u:;ed Mr:·s. ,fohnson qre t ,nxiety. She 
is afraid tn let him st.ay nu~: at niqht bPC<3llc5P of preda·ors; becauSf" 
of his preoccupation with feet, she is afraid he will r .use someone 
to s turn b l e over h 1 m , or t h a t he w i l l be in j 1 1 red ; a 1 s o :; 1 e i s aware 
that there may he a !enal problem involved in k0e~Jinq ~ wild hird 
"cdotjve". T told her th<1t Audubon ~jnciety hcH1 o~ tt·•r,:·d ·n p1-1ce Petey 
in d (jood home in the cow1tr\;, bul ;;hp is le<J.vin~·; ~·et···1 ':=: dic>pn:;it1on, 
or iack ot it, to h0r husband. 

One tires of the obvious moral to s1wh c1 story. >Je c1ll knm.J tha.t. 
a wile! creat1.lre should not ne tdmE,d, and thaJ to do so 1suaLly hri.nos 
unfortuna.t:.C' (:clnseG1H:>nc:cs. Ho\vr··'Jl•r, in Petey'~; ,~,J:o;c·, who ran mclrdl ize·.' 
·,tJould it fl•l.Ve t'!l'l?n f>et:tro·r· i! that eqq h"lr1 rV'V~:r hdrched. ':Jh.ttr do you 
think:' 

Pu •· h 
(Ruth is ii past oresident of Sequoi.a 1\udt1bon dnd now Li '''3 in :3anta 
Rosa.) 

PRBO wili conduct a. S::;u~r.edc;t·('rn Ar·i:.·o•\,1 trip M:Jy )l tc .JunP. b ll''d r.y 
Rich Stal1cu~J, h:~ter· iJL;,_r~;hall dnd /\rt r>lr·lc. !'r·,J·,,,,..1 L'( ''J1.c; ,-arcivan. 
Three nights of campinq and thrP~ in mot~ls. c·ost is t~.n pPr D~rson 
plus tran.srortation. Pdrticip<'lnts mw:;t he l·'R.BO mPrnhr>r":.;. ( PfU30 rnernher-
':".:hic:·~: d.re $5 pee '/CdL for :;ti1·ic•tlt~~, h'.J.:-)u r·('trJl;l(ir, ~10 ._J.rn_: lv. 'rhc~r-c· 

ar·e ot-her catr.oor'tP.S.) ,\ $;)') dcpo:~it v.ri l r•·:~~·rve '" :;p,-, :•--· trq yr)l.l. 

C:hpc·ks 5h()1J]d bt~ pc'lyah]P ro "t'•):n•. k~:--;•· Hir-! ()t)•:nr'/.ltr· y--r\ri?:nr:d 



:noce infurmr1t:ion ·.111rit:e tn Hob Stcw.'irt, 27 Cedar Strer:::t, 
:1\ CJ•1')r:,o nr t'r~~)ne f!L,"J-3744. 

Cnursr:"." For 
2)r1:: f\r;;·~(C. t rqr)' 

·'~RAL BUF!~OS: 
ThP ferdl burro is a cla.ss:ic e>ca.mrle of the natural ecology of our 

desPrt lands bein:J di~;runt:ed by introd;1ction of a foreiqn animal and 
then qivin:J tr-Ht dnirna1 full leqaL protect:Lon. Under full pro":to.:ction 
the burro L;-; ·.,.;i_pin'! o<Jt the desert bl<jhocn ShPep and ()t:hor_- ndti '../P wi lcl­
_life by destr1ct:ion of th'~ niltural flora. itJhen water is limited the 
burros drink first and patiently dominate the meager surply until their 
thi.rst i·:; quenched. It WriS observed at ShPep Sprin!}, hiClh in the ruoqed 
ProvidP!H:e r-1cJntdins of Uv~ f·Jiojave D(>sert, tha.t neithe~r biqhorn nor 
deer Wi~ l r:ofP? to 'AI:ltCt While the burro is tftere,. 

Mr. t)etFc '-)anchez, He~~nurces Manaqement Sr;ecial ist for Death 
Valley Nationil Monument has aqreed to lead a field trip on April 24 
and 25, 1976 to observe the effects of feral burros in the Death Valley 
area. Each Auiubon Chanter may name 2 delegates. Phone President 
Davies at 331;-28')1 if you WCJuld like to represent. Seqw::Jia. 

The itir·er;~nv ccllls for m2Ptinq at 9:00AM on April 24 at the 
Death Valley Visit:or. Center. F'rom there the qro11p will travel to Eagle 
Rorax historical area, Stovepipe Wells and will camp for the niqht at 
Hunter Mountc•in. lrJater is available. At 8:30AM on April 25 they will 
leave for Goldbelt Springs and visit ~migrant Canyon--Wildrose area. 
Harrisburq and Aquc~rehury Point, ;Jnd depart for home via the ',AJildrose-­
Trona ro:Jd. ';'here will be hi rd i nq opportunities in addition to the 
burro damage observation. Food, transportation, camping are t~e res-

• c·:ons~'bil~.tie~ of euch, part:~cipu~t. 
OB.,L.f\VAI 1.0N._) -- JJ\NUAf~Y ,\NU fEB!-<U!u~Y: 

• 

Two Red-necked Grebes were at Pigeon Point Jan. 22 and one was 
at Pebble Be2ch, Feb. 13. A group of five Black Brant on the Ray near 
Coyote Point feb. 4 was unusual. The species occurred regularly inside 
the Bay prevjous to 1900 but. is now very rare there. A White-fronted 
~os_~, rare rdono the coast, was at Sharp Park oo1f course Jdn. 20. 
400 Green-wir_Eed, 250 Cinnamon and 2 Blue-winged teal were in Pescadero 
Marsh Feb. 6. Three Oldsquaws were in Princeton Harbor Jan. 20-28. 
Twelve ~~ ornmor_ Me!::_ga_r,s~.£_~ were on southern Crys ta 1 Springs Res~ Feb. 12 ~ 
Three HoodPd Merqansers were on the Bay near Coyote Point Feb. 4. Seven 
\tlaQdering Tat_tlers were at Princeton Harbor Jan. 28. A Rock Sandpiper 
was seen by r'any birders from Jan. 26 to Feb. 13 at Pebble Beach. A 
Glaucous Gul. in Princeton Harbor Jan. 28 is one of the few county 
records. Two -§J.~ck-l_E?:....g_g~__:_:i __ l_S__:h~!:i~akes were at Pigeon Point Feb. 13. 
Three Americ, n c;olden Plovers were at Fiqeon Point Feb., 6 .. Three hun­
dred Rhinoce•os Auklet"s-wr-resPen from Pigeon Point Feb. 13. A pair of 
Marbled t1urn,Tetswasat Pedro Point Feb. 12 and another pair was at 
Pigeon Point- Feb. 13. A Sora was seen in the marsh at Lake Lucerne, 
near Pescadn:o, Feb. 6. The Ground Dove, discovered in Half Moon Bay 
Dec .. ll was :till present Feb.-13-havlng been seen by scores of Bay 
Area birders. Two Pigmy Owls were heard at Waterdog Lake, Belmont, 
,Jan. 16. A s,-reech Owl was heard at the Filoli Estate Feb. 3. The first 
Allen's Hurr:i~~gbirq_ to arrive this year was at 25th Avenue, San Mateo, 
Jan. 29. A ~·lm Warbler, rare in California, was in Half Moon Bay 
Feb. 13. The Harris'_ Spa_sro~ discovered Dec. 13 was still in Half Moon 
Bay Feb. 13~ Two Swarnp~rrows were still in Half Moon Bay Feb .. 13. 
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Any sightings of rare or unusu~l birds should be reporlPd to either 
Barry Sauope (349-8470) or Peter Me·trorulos (C)91-9898). 

* * * ~ * * * * * * * * * 4 • * * ~ • * * * • • * * • 

The SEUUOIA is the newsletter- of Ser.Juoia /\ur~ubon :~ ;ciety ana is 
published monthly, Sertember through June. Memb0rship i, Ndtional 
Audubon Society includes a .SE.JUUIA subscription for rnern·)ers living 
within this area (San Mateo County) ar:d me·nbcrship jn s.~quoia Audubon 
Society. Subscript.ion for non-members is $2.00 per year and must be 
renewed on your own initiative dS no renewal notice is ;ent. If you 
move from our area but >vis h to con t: i nue to receive Tllt~ ; E~UfJOT J,, please 
notify us and we shall be har.'PY to continue to send it ·.o you. Other­
wise we shall assume that when you notify NalJonal AuduJJOn Society of 
your· move Y')U will r~equest transfer of your rne~:rberstrip · o your new 
Cha~ter and receive their newsletter. 

Application for Ncttional /o.urlubon me:nbe•r:c,;hip rn'JY Le ;:;ent directly 
to National Audubon Society, 9'J0 Th.ird Avenw::, New York N.Y. 100?..2., 
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The closing date tor thP :~E\)UUIA is the 15th of the month. 

THE SEQUOIA March, 1976 
Sequoia Audubon Society 
1009 Laguna Avenue 
Burlingame, CA 94010 
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