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MEJ:.:TINGS: 
Ff::BiWt- -<Y 5 THUR')lJAY 7:30 PM BOARD Mt:ETING at the home of Eila ----- -- -- ________ __! __________ , __ 

and Norman 2o~, 51 ~est Bellevue in San Mateo. Board members and com­
mitteP chairmen should attend. Other me~bers are welcome. 

FSl3__[3iJ_:__ ~Y _ _:!:_?~ __ __!HUR~)IJJ\Y, 8:00 I~J=G~~::::__~ __ :v'!O_NTHLY Iv'!EE:TING at the San 
Mateo Garden Center. The Garden Center is located on Parkside Way-­
between 26~ and 27lli Avenues--just west of Alameda de las Pulgas, in 
San Mateo. The program has not as yet been resolved at this time of 
our "press" deadline but we h,1ve been having some outstanding pro­
grams and w~ are sure this will be a fine one too. 

One of the shrubs that brighten the woods early in the year is 
Oso Berry (Osmaronia cerasiformis). It starts blooming in February. 
It is fairly common in San Mateo County and its range extends from 
Monterey County in the Coast Ranges and Tulare County in the_ Sierra 
Nevada north into Canada. It is our Plant of the Month. 

( 

Frank ~llen and Charles Newman will have their usual high-quality 
slides and sounds of the Birdcall of the Month. 

If you plan to attend the February meeting and have not provided 
cookies for a previous meeting and would like to do so, won't you call 
Eila Fox and arrange to bring some? The "Social Hour" after the meeting 
is a fine custom. 

FIELD TEIPS: 
Februdry 8 Sunday 9:00 AM Bay shore 

The trip begins at the Bay at the end of Millbrae Avenue, the 
intersecticn of Millbrae Avenue and Old Bayshore, by the airport. 
Bring a lu~ch if you like. Wetness is a consideration, come prepared. 
We will go, rain or shine, to see the shorebirds. 

Leader: Norman Fox 343-1406 

FebruC:try 28 Saturday Chain of Lakes, Golden Gate Park 9:00 AM 

We will meet at the Park entrance, 42nd and Fulton. North Lake 
should giv~ closeups of a variety of ducks, including (usually) wood 
duck. Conifers and broadleaf trees afford habitat for a variety of 
passerines. Lunch is optional; we might continue if the afternoon 

' looks promising. If it rains, we can visit the California Academy of 
Science for a small fee. 

f'l-~ESIUENT: 

Le,ider: 

Byron Davies 
6C6 Cambridge Street 
San Francisco, CA 94134 
Pr one: 3 34-2851 

Byron Davies 334-2851 

r:DITORS: Ed and Amy McElhany 
1009 Laguna Avenue 
Burlin~ame, CA 94010 
Phone: 343-3219 
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS: 

Pescadero Marsh, Leader: Andy Kratter 

December 13 about 18 people visited Pescadero Marsh t,n a cold 
and very windy day from 8:30 to 11:30. An injured Short-e, red Owl was 
found on Highway 1 and was taken care of properly. The fo.lowing 58 
species were seen: 

Arctic Loon- Red-throated Loon- Horned, Eared, Wes•ern, ~ied­
billed Grebes - Brandt's and Pelagic Cormorant - Great Bl11e Heron -
Common and Snowy Egret- Bl-cr. Night Heron- American Bi·tern­
Mallard - Gadwall - Pintail - Green-winged Teal - Cinnamon Teal -
American Widgeon - Shoveler - Canvasback - Lesser Scaup - Bufflehead 
Surf Scoter - Ruddy Duck - Red-breasted Merganser - Turkey Vulture -
White-tailed Kite - Red-tailed Hawk - Marsh Hawk - Americc1n Kestrel -
American Coot - Killdeer - Black-bellied PJ over- Common Sr,ipe - ltJillet­
Grea ter Yellow legs - Dun lin - Short-billed Dowitcher - 'o'Je~. tern Sand­
piper - Marbled Godwit - Sanderling - Glaucous-winged, We~.tern, Her­
ring, Bonaparte's and Heerman's Gulls - Mourning Dove - KJngfisher 
Common Flicker - Black Phoebe - Common Raven - Bushtit - Hewick's 
Wren - Long-billed Marsh Wren - Robin - Starling - Yellowthroat -
Western Meadowlark - Red-winged Blackbird - Br·•wer' s Blac~ bird -
House Finch - Brown Towhee - White-crowned Sparrow and Sor1g Sparrow. 

DECEMBER--JANUARY OBSERVATIONS: 
At least twelve Northern F'ulmars were seen from Princeton Harbor 

on Dec. 30, and 43 were seen from--PI-geon Point Jan. 6. A r;roup of 68 
White Pelicans was seen flying from San Bruno Mt. towards Coyote Point 

• 

Dec. 27. A few American Bitterns were found at a number o1 places: A 
Pescadero Marsh, Sharp Park golfcourse, Lake Lucerne and ·~he Pilar- -
citos Creek mouth. At Pilarcitos Creek mouth, Dec. 27, a ~hite-fronted 
Goose was seen circling over the mouth, then landing. Sinqle Redheads 
on Pescadero pond, and Lake Lucerne on Jan. 3. A B~r_r_Q_W ~~- Goldeneye 
was seen at Coyote Point Dec. 26, and another was seen on the bay at 
Foster City, Jan. 7. An Olds_<J._u~ was seen frequently in P :-inceton Har-
bor during Dec. and Jan. Small numbers (2-6) of Black Sco·~ were 
found at each of the following places: Pedro Point, PrincPton, Pesca-
dero Beach, Ano Nuevo Point and Miramontes Point. A Hoode·i Merganser 
was at Pescadero Marsh, Dec. 6; five were on Crystal Spri~gs Reser-
voir Dec. 25 and 26 were on f1arina Lagoon, Foster City, J.m 7. Two 
adult Bald Eagles were on Crystal Sprinqs l~eservoir and S m Andreas 
Lake during early January. Four American Golden Plovers w••re found in 
a plowed field in Halfmoon Bay, Dec-:--27, and two were in 1 pasture 
near Pigeon Point, Jan. 3. Twelve Ancient Murrelets at l'i Jeon foint, 
Dec. 7 and 2 at Pescadero Beach 8ec. 22 are noteworthy since this 
species is rarely seen along our coast. Two C~~sin's Aukl<~~~ and 12 
Marbled Murrelets were seen from Pigeon Point Jan 3. Seven Rhinoceros 
Auk lets were seen from the same place Jan. 6. A Ground_qove, discovered 
in Half Moon Bay on Dec. ll was StJbsequently seen by many observers 
(and photographed, Jan. 10) provided the third record for Northern 
California. A Short-eared Owl was at Ano Nuevo Point, and one was at 
Pescadero Marsh, hoth on Jan. 3; another was along the Bay near Menlo 
Park, Jan. 11. Two ~il_~~!=_eq_ Vlf_o_<:)_~c_l::,_~ wece found in Portola Park 
Jan. 3. E>etcaordinacy in \vinter was a 'I"Ja~l?_!_i_Q...g_Vt_ceo carefully studied 
at the Filoli Estate on Dec. 27. One Hermit ;_!Jarbler W3.S a+:: i:--ilarcitos • 
Lake, Dec. 2 7 and another wds seen in -the. sot.J.Ef-lern waters ·1ed area the 
same day. A _'!'r_g_e ___ ~pa~r_O_I.!. at Half Moon f3ay Dec. ll-30 was che first 
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found on the I eninsula. Two \~11-!_it~-:th_ro_a_t_~cj~?._r_r_ows were in Half Moon 
Bay Dec. 27, cne was at Pilarcitos Lake Dec. 27, one was along Stage 
Road Jan 3, ard one was at Sawyer Camp Road Jan. 7. A HafFi~~-~a~~ 
wds seen at Hclf :vloon Bay Dec. 13--Jan. 10; the second county record. 
A SW.::J._!!l_E_~_arrow, very rare in California 1,;as at Pescadero l'-1arsh Nov. 22 
and 6 were at Pilarcitos Creek mouth Jan. 8. A Lapl_~r_l_c!_ __ ~q_r_l_g_!;_pur was at 
Pescadero Dec. 3, one was at Half Moon Bay Dec. 4 and one was at 
Redwood Shore~ Dec. 27 

CHRISTI"L\S COUNT c U!"li"!ARIES: 

Barry Sauppe, S~ghtings Chairman 
Phone: 349-3470 

Fantastic!! That is the best word to describe both the Crystal 
Sprinqs count and the A'no Nuevo count this year. Crystal Springs had 
a grand total of 182 species, and Ano Nuevo produced 170 species. 
Crystal Sprin< s h~come 0 long way since its beginning in 1955 when 
only 125 spccJPs were seen. Ano Nuevo's previous high count was 161 
which was est~blished last year. This only goes to prove that with bet­
ter participation in the field, more birds are seen, and total bird 
numbers incrense im~ensely. This y0ar we had 71 observers on the Crystal 
Sprin0s count! Thank-you everyone for your hard work on both the counts. 

Some of ihe more unusual birds seen on the counts were as follows: 
Crys tal__~;pr.i,_~~ F~ed-neckc~d Grebe l, White Pelican 68, American Bittern 
1, Cattle ~grrt 1, White-fronted Goose 1, Wood Duck 19, Redhead 5, 
Barrow's GoldPneye 2, Oldsquaw 1, Black Scoter 5, Hooded Merganser 12, 
Common Mergan~er 1, White-tailed Kite 36 (high), Red-shouldered Hawk 
l, Rough-legq(·d Hawk 2, Golden Eagle l ( imrn.), Bald Eagle 1 (adult), 
Clapper Rail fl, Virginia Rail 8, Sora Rail 1, Killdeer 1405 (high), 
Spotted Sandp per 15 (high), American Avocet 1256 (high), Black-necked 
Stilt 79 (higt ), Thayer's Gull 3, Common Murre 2, Pigeon Guillemot 1, 
Marbled Murrelet 1, Golden Plover 4, Ground Dove 1, Barn Owl 8, Screech 
Owl 2, Great Horned Owl 27, Pygmy Owl 2, Burrowing Owl 11, Short-eared 
Owl 6, Saw-Whrt Owl 3, White-throated Swift 2, Selasphorous Humming­
bird species 1, Raven 6, Crow 3, House Wren 1, Western Bluebird 6 (low) 
Orange-crownec! Warbler 7, Hermit Warbler 2, Wilson's Warbler 1, Warb­
ling Vireo 1, Evening Grosbeak 3, White-throated Sparrow 4, Swamp 
Sparrow 3, Ha1ris' Sparrow 1, Lapland Longspur 1. There were also 8 
other speciPs seen in count period. This means that perhaps next year 
with more covPrage we can top 190 species! 
Ano Nuevo - RPd-necked Grebe 1, Fulmar 7, Shearwater species 1, Brown 
Pelican 7, Am' rican Bittern 4, Wood Duck 2, Redhead 2, Black Scoter 44 
(high), Red-s! ouldered Hawk 1, Rough-legged Hawk 5, Golden Eagle 1 
(adult), Ring-necked Pheasant 1, Virginia Rail 8, Sora Rail 10, Common 
Ga 11 inu le 5, r rolden Plover 2, Spot ted Sandpiper l, Red Knot l, Black 
Oystercatcher 19 (high), Harlequin Duck 4, Thayer's Gull 5, Heerman's 
Gull 1, Black-legged Kittiwake 4, Common tvlurre 712, Marbled Murre let 
17, Cassin's ,,uklet 3, Barn Owl 4, Great Hor~ed Owl 16, Pygmy Owl 7, 
Short-eared Owl 2, Saw-Wh@t Owl 8, White-t~roated Swift 96 (high), 
Violet-green ~;wallow 140, Tree Swallow 55, Pileated Woodpecker 2, 
Raven 2, Crow 2, Dipper 5, Robin 10,805 (high), Townsend's Solitaire 
1, Orange-crowned Warbler 2, Tri-colored Blackbird 4158 (high), 
Red Crossbill 1, White-throated Sparrow 2, There were four other species 
seen in count pPriod but not on count day. 

I will g_ve my thanks again to all those hardy individuals who 
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trudged through fields, marshes and woods on either or bo·h of the 
Christmas Counts. See you again next year! 

Compiler, Bar:y Sauppe 

AUDUBON CANYON RANCH 
Audubon Canyon Ranch is a wildlife sanctuary and educatior center lo­
cated on Bolin~s Lagoon about three miles north of Stinso' ~Pach on 
State Hiway 1. It is open to the public during ~-1arch thruu h ,rune. For 
srecial visits phone 383-1644. The H.anch is s; onsored by •t.)lc\t~n .-;ate, 
Marin and Sequoia Audubon Societies. 

~J :::'JJ~_[·' hOM _]:'H[ __ R_i\NCH by Betty f3oyd 
The Ranch will be open to the public February 28 th ough July 4 

on weekends and holidays, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Schools an 1 other inter­
ested groups can make an appointment for a gtiided tour by calling Mrs. 
Edris Cole, 383-1644. The Ranch is closed on Monday. 

1:Jin ter Clean-up work h<lS been going on apace. E <ten~. i ve trimming 
has been done on the trees beneath the rookery. The '.<Jalke: House has 
been complete 1 y renovated and certain improvements :nade, ;-~hi lc' at 
Volunteer Canyon under the ex:perienced expertise of Cliff< ~rd Conly the 
Crum House has been moved, is on a new foundation and rem• lde ling is 
under way. This is the initial step in the Ranch's plan f ,r the educa­
tional center at Volunteer Canyon. 

HOST DUTY AT THE RANCH 
Sequoia Audubon will provide hosts at the Ranch on .:aturdays and 

Sundays during the period February 28 to April 4. Hosts q~·eet the 
visitors, direct them to the parking area, see that all v sitars sign 
the register and point out Ranch trails and facilities. N.J prior A 
experience nor birding expertise is required. Four hosts .re needed ~ 
each day from 9:30AM until 4:30 PM. Host dt1ty is an enjo;able and inter­
esting e>(perience and provides an opportunity to see an unique and 
remarkable nature sanctuary with its fascin0ting heronry, display area, 
book store, trail and wildflowers. 

There will be a sign-up sheet at our February 12 mer•ting. Put your 
name down for one or more dates during our duty period. 

CONSERVAriON NEWS: 
The battle to save our environment is a never-endinJ one, as is 

now being proved in the case of Suisun ~arsh. At the Say .rea AudtJbon 
Council meeting Janu ry 10 in the Whittell Center at the tichardson Bay 
Wildlife Sanctuary, Napa-Solano Aud11bon Society detailed :ontinuing pro­
blems with implementation of the Fish and Game Department's plan for the 
Marsh. Boundaries have already been modified because of o 1position of 
developers and as many development plans as possible are r1eing rushed 
for arproval by the Corps of Engineers before the Legislature can act 
on the plan. The Chapter at present is opposing a proposaL for develop­
ment on Chips Island, and a worse plan for a cross-marsh )ipeline. Fur­
ther in the future is the proposed Dow Plant in Solano Coilnty near the 
Marsh, which will be a danger, not so much in itself as in all the other 
development which it will engender. 

• * * • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • * • • • • * • • * • 

Controversy over another marsh area still goes on c )ncerning the 
proposed fill and development of well over 300 additional acres of 
former marsh behind the dikes in Foster City. In mitigation the city 
offers only some 60 acres of marsh outside the dikes alon1 Belmont 
Slough, claiming it cannot afford to do more. Though this has been ac-
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cepted by the State Fish and Game Department, it is opposed by the 
Federal Fish tnd Wildlife Service since this mitigation of marsh loss 
by barely a o·1e-sixth part is far from the usual requirements of equal 
amounts of ot,er marshland preserved for what is allowed to be filled. 
Letters sunpo~ting the position of the Fish and Wildlife Service on 
this unequal ~~change can be written to 

Mr. William Lyons, Deputy Under-Secretary 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, DoC. 20240 

ReferPnce sho 1ld be m<1de to the Estero Municipal Improvement District, 
Foster City, ~alifornia, Corps of Engineers Public Notice 74-0-22. 

• * * * • • * * * • * * * * * * * * ~ $ * • • * * * • • * * • • * • • • • 

Coastal wetlands also are coming under fire in the policies of the 
State Navigation and Ocean Development Commission, expressed at a meet­
ing with the ·~xecutive Director of the Coastal Zone Conservation Commis­
sion, Joseph s. Bodovitz. The NODC questioned the value of wetlands on 
the West Coast for fish (which they think are no longer important here, 
either) and it believes wetlands should no longer be protected but 
should be alt~red by dredging to serve recreational boating interests. 
It thus a~pears that protection of coastal wetlands and estuaries (which 
the Coastal C)mmission ranks as important in their own right, aside from 
any value for fisheries) will require support of Audubon members who 
should know t,e value of coastal marshes as well as anyone. Letters can 
be spnt to ~r. Ernest Kettenhoffen, Chairman 

~avigation and Ocean Development Commission 
1416 Ninth Street 
)acramento, CA 95814 

• * • • • • • • • • * • • • • • * • * • * • • * • • • * * • • * • • • • 

The for~m on Nuclear energy to be jointly sponsored by the San 
Mateo County '1edical Society and the Bar Association has been given a 
definite date. It will be held at Canada College on Tuesday evening, 
April 20, 197~. Save this date to hear both sides of this important 
issue on whic~ we will all be voting in june. 

* * • • • • • • • • • • • • * • • • • • • • • • • • • * • • • • • • • • 

Word cc~es from Paul Howard, National Audubon's Western Regional 
Director in S~cramento, that in spite of the stand of the State Fish and 
Game Department on the lead shot issue (as reported in OUTDOOR CALIFORNIA 
and in the l~st two issues of THE SEQUOIA) National Audubon remains 
opposed to tr~ use of lead shot in hunting on both the Pacific as well 
as the Atlantic Flyways, and favors change to steel shot as soon as 
possible. Det~iled reasons for this position will be given in a later 
issue. 

Ruth Smith, Conservation Chairman 

BIRDING FROM A r ITC!!t::N AINOO\tJ: By Fran Nelson 

I have just heard a beautiful bell-like call from out in front of 
our house. I jo not recognize it, so binoculars in hand I go searching 
for a bird tr go with it. The bird escapes me but since I'm outside I 
decide I migtt as well go to the backyard and set the sprinkler on the 
parched pyracantha. Then I decide to go back to the front yard to give 
the junipers a drink. As I go about my work I hear the sound of a Kill­
deer and then a Gull, both overhead. I hear a Golden-crowned Sparrow 
singing and ~~ Aud11bon ~arbler chipping. Then I hear a California Quail 
calling. Somr-: of these I hear several times and then I hear a loud 
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"Wheeeeeeeeeeee" that sounds like a New Year's ce·lebrant. r\ll these 
sounds are really coming from one bird a:cd it':; not d Moe:} 
It's a Starling! A Wrentit calls but that's for real. 

Back to the ki tcf1en ---- and my ~,-; i ndow •'l :d l n! '~'1 :e 11. 

ing in puddles unc'er tl~e pyracc:nlha ·.ifi ' l.<lht .~: .. () ) l 

ing in them and er;joyin(; a s\Jo..,;er. Th'' ,;.,: r ·th• r·, 1:l 
dig this more natural one. There i~~. ' ,~.,,.,L;r ,: n ,,f 
There i s the s he l t e r of the shrub ·· , . c ~· ' · • c 1 , ·, . ' • 

It Is nice for th<c->m WP ::i.rt~n It on''S : c; 

so the ground slurps up all the v.;J. •'t I j 

the shrubs fJt.:>rhctps but fine for d r>L '" ; . : l 

near the I-Jyracantha. I do a dout,lt:c.-::u·.•.:· 

j. l t_·~ 

win(_;s and cockin(J his tail "'nd drov i.:1.: :L L·. •;: <YtJ l y'. 

-- he has a nice rusty tai 1 to prove i_: • : r,. 
but decides on a raisin. 

• I , . 

inqbird. 

i' 

i r1 .. ~ : l .~ .. 3 

ci 'ier;ni t 

Now i t i s the n E: < t day and i t i s ,_ ~: \: i : : : L 1 '/ ,_,.: 1 • : , • he >i ""' r ;nth 
Of the SUn feelS SO pleasant beCa\.J:)P t:e 'lll"" Ticn .) ll '<'C>\;},: r··e 
cold if it were not clear and Cd.lm h11t iL io c:L·'',•r .. ,, l c.; ' .,r::; ·.::'J.rrn in 
the sun. I Ci:ln h ve the door open ilnd hr· d:- 'Hit~; cc·;;n· ,, l:; ',,,, _ J .1s see. 
The Hermit Thrush has come a-callin<_r dq,dn. !VJ,lvl·t' trli'' ~;J.i L (,e the 
winter we will hove one stay. Sornetirn,·~: v-ie (JU. r\ t~nck ,;:' :;r 8 Le:c,ser 
Goldfinches hc~ve descended on the t~os~rrt·1ry vJ 1

'' :l, ·"'·"·' ~~ ,\>'•_' L r-,"d esteci~ 
ally for the finches and c;olrJfinchPs. L'iv•y ,,,,,. t iJ' t ')'.-.'":~: ·ta~s .::nd 
all! A female l'urple Finch liqhts in the r:or <~t ilf:.'' i ircn :·<,iyr''" it 1 s 
this year's male instead of a femdle. They 1n~ lcof:-c'ilLk""' jt: this roit:':. 
A Red-s hafted F 1 icker' s s ha t'r; C:lll COI\1t' s from nn : rby bu .. ~ c !1 It see 
him. A \'Jrentit scolds from the COVF'r· of d corrH'r r l.-:ntin J I c-1n't .''f"P 

him either but he SOUndS 3 little like (} rattleSr:.JkP. e 
I have been wctterinq the yard, front ·H1d :>1ck, and n no 1tJ set-

ting the hose on the Incl.ic~n HriWthorn. I h·-,Jr l i U:1~· :~kitt• l'inc;s 'trron'J 
the fallen birch leaves which vJe h<~ve f·l :c:ecl 'il1' ~r'r t'~ese t<ruh:;. I t,, ik 
softly to whomever is trH~re cHlU cJ:o u:-:;uc:ll t:llP'y' c;(>l/• l'rlt" •;: ri:<.klt'r i~· 

liqh t so I have decided it can qo on tor of the shr:1L s U1 :; t i_:np c1nd I 
turn the water on gently to give the 'Ji t"ds c1 cllriliCP t,) l· vee rJut U1ey 
don't! Lctter, I qo out to change the po:-:it~J'n 01 th0 :-;pri i~ler. 'I'hey 
skitter a(Jain but stay! If I coulci se;.> Lh~m I'm c;ur·e I v.;,, ld sr'e sr,cv.·er 
baths going on. 

I watch the daily forecdst lH)\oJ for :;ossible fn"ezin 
Water is as important as food tu the P·"lriy-c~rcivinq birds f'ldny '.JO first 
to the Wdter. Also, a Hurnrningbird vvithout ,in i::l:nedi,,i~F? ~:n cc:e of brr'dK­
fdst could well pr:rish. So freezinq wectthPr ~;PI'S mp O'Jt .,J, lJ ·thead of 
the first birds with a teakE:'ttle cf hct 'Jidl:'r fer tl~r> 'J,t~ ~" .n1d the 
hummingbird feeder I had lcik en in WP 11 'f tPr t ,--. ; ~~ t. : fu:n 
the night before. 

WILDLIPS ~SSCUE TEAM: -- By Carol Hamilton 

From stitching snake skins to splintinq bicds winqs our volunteer 
organization has been working for almost two years provi•J nq ficst aid 
and temporary foster home care for injured and orphaned w ldlife. 

In the winter of 1973 five individuals: Jeanie Coll ns Jnd Carol 
Hamil ton, Portola Valley; Phyllis Pierce ancl Virqinia Col ins of Los A 
Altos, and Sue Scott of Woodside, all expPrienced in the trea of wildlife~ 
rescue, came together to form the nucleus of the Wildlife Rescue Team. 
We volunteered our services to Pets in Need, the Humane S>cieties, the 
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ond t-.hP· 31mior- Museum. The response was overwhelming. 
,,,t :; '"'. )VC; '300 dnimd.ls were brought to us for atten­

S1J·.:h a tn~rnPndous c1nd yearly increasing volume of 
:_o ~ r; frv-J c,,pu.ble of caring for them, our group realized 

; nt'<''; :Jy c1 •:::oncerned community for the care of wildlife 
1s incliv_Lduals, would be unable to handle. 

Jrt tr; inc:rPase the number- of trained volunteers, we 
_ ldss to ~Je tauqht in March 1974 at the Palo Alto Junior 
1q :3 5 r'(Jople, more than 144 people showed up for our 
wen·· r·;n ()llr WdY. since then we have trained 650 volun-

·e of orrh~ned and injur-ed wildlife, and have another 175 
~aitinc1 list for our spring classes. Why train so many? 
-ril l, 1g74 when William Burke, director of animal 
:\lto offerPd us thr-; uc;p of a room at the Palo Alto Animal 

~ rt''li :::t0ced 2,G'!_Q __ animals for care. V.'e work under rarely 
Prmit~ from both the State rind Federal governments with­
l1le1Jl to keep wildlife. The permits allow our team 
"Jy o' ::;r~verdl cota(Jori<"'S of injured or diseased or 
;. Uur: :n<)tto is t'-.\L:f:::, :~SHr\BILITATE 1'\ND RELEASE. 

,~cent of our- b~am' s patients have been birds, but there 
- (J<::C'''''l-ions: Europ~?n Polecrl.t, South American Porcupine, 
:nund_i_, P tc. 'l'he r;roblems are always interesting; the 

, ~ t"J r s n ,---t k e r ~ ~ nver by d lciwn mower that was stitched and bandaged by 
-'1 vol,:ntPer- 'JP' 'Lindridn, the bdby squirrel whose teeth curled up and 
:;,: p r' ('> r i ,~ r (: i n ; 

rj(~,rr~c-rr~i, ri ~.);·-:Ji 

i onq en-->u(lh t 

r_r})P~'f; d.t t 

Rc.:.~.ClJ(l: -~~r~am fr)t 

'ildlife i:ZCSC\l! 

non-r,rnfil orn 

:0 rnof if its mouth. The squirrel was taken to Dr. James 
l'Ld:er> des tis t, who set as ide his practice with humans 
Jrill off the ends of the squirrel's teeth. 

rnctny fine peor,Je wno donate their time to the Wildlife 
you see, we can rarely afford to pay for services. The 

Tedm is dn 100% volunteer group. We are an incorporated 
~izatLon. There is no salaried staff nor official fund-

; q. :le or,·Lih sc;lr·ly from donations, class fees and fund-raising 
r rc j ec ts. The 1l11n b~t~rs themselves incur any expenses needed for the 
:::arp cf thf~ir · ,ltient:::;. 

The se r-v ·:e of +::he 'vJi ld life Rescue Team inc 1 udes a 24-hour emer­
lency c0re ser lee by trained senior volunteers who are on call. Tele-
;hcne Cdllers the Ictlo Alto Animal Shelter (Phone: 329-2671) are put 
in c:onL.:ct wit the vol1mt.PPr of the day. From April through September 
'.<e h ,ve '1')111nt- er.s dt the ,\nimal Shelter from ll:-00 AM to 3:00 PM 
:,:on day tnrouqh ')d turd 1y. 

Tf:e ;.Jild 
a ;nu_:ies and q 
birds a.nd WdS 

sent baby race 
Francisco ,Juni 

ou and Coati 
Suropean Polec 
relocate two r• 
Silver). Carol 
Humane Society 
in their plane 
State of Nevdcl 

i fe r>esr:ue Team also works in cooperation with other 
oGp: .• The San Francisco Zoo asked for unreleasable water­
ivcn two Pintail ducks. u.c. Davis Veterinary School was 
on vJith unusudl brain and eye problem for study. San 
r t"1useum was given the South American Porcupine, Kinka­
undis. San Francisco Chidren~Zoo was given the tame 
t. The Wildlife Rehabilitation Council asked for help to 
trained formerly captive Bald Eagles (Lady Jane and 
Hamilton and her husband flew the eagles, Peninsula 
Officer and the S.F. Zoo Raptor Release Program trainer 
to ~lko, Nevada where the birds were accepted by the 
F.i~-;h & Game officials at Ruby Mountain Wildlife Refuge. 
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The u.s. Navy at Moffitt Field used Wildlife Hescu~ Team Services 
when oiled birds were found on base and baby Barn Owls wrre found in 
hangars. Santa Clara Humane Society and Peninsula Humane Society have A 
referred a variety of mammals and birds for SI;ecialized care. Alum Rock ~ 
Youth Science Institute requested assistance with a recer t Botulism 
outbreak among shore and water birds and was sent teams en a 7-day-a-
week basis until the crisis was over. Wildlife talks hdve been given to 
public schools, 4-H groups, organizations (Sierra Cl11b, ~otary, Lions, 
etc.), various Scout groups, and T.V. (Channel 8). 

·rhe International Bird Rescue Center, Berkeley, was sent teams to 
man beaches and the Center during oil spills. In return, the WRT has 
often used the services of these aqencies when specializ~d care is so 
indicated. No animal is left overnight at the Animal SheJter: 3-gram 
Hummingbirds to 85--lb Fauns are cared for in our homes. 

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING R~PORT by Sheila Davies 

A "full house" attended the JanucJry meeting at the ::;an Mateo 
Garden Center to enjoy our usual enlightening program. TLe Birdcall-of­
the-Month featured the Cedar Waxwing with sound by Charl•s Newman and 
illustrated bY Frank Allen's excellent photographs. ~ed ~cClellan showed 
us the Hazelnut, Corylus Cornuta, as the Plant-of-the-Morth. He illus­
trated his description with closeups of the catkins and the female 
flowers. We saw the natural forms of the bush .nd the cu:tivated variety. 

"The Snowy Owl, I've heard it said 
Lives on the entrails of the dead. 
He loves to gorge on rotting bowel 
~-Jhich ruins him for table fowl." Farley Mo~r.at 

The main part of the program was given by Jon Wintfr, an orni­
thologist with a special love for owls. He greatly increcsed our know­
ledge of not only the Snowy Owl but also all the other owls which may 
be seen in California. He described the biological details which adapt 
these remarkable birds for their nocturnal life. Biologj~ts are just 
beginning to understand how these characteristics assist the owl in 
survival. Compared to other birds, there is little field data. Perhaps 
here is another area where the amateur can~assist the prvfessional in 
gathering data. Jon cJaVe us scme very practical tips to ,.id in finding 
owls. However, he did mention some hazards of "owling." He has almost 
walked off cliffs in the dark, been trampled by wild pig!,, met skunks 
and rescued a friend who suffered a concussion by walkinq into a tree. 
'v-ie were introduced to Otis, a voluble Screech owl, throur;h tapes of his 
voice as he gave his chin-tickle-call and announced the ,.rrival of his 
arch-enemy, an orange cat. Jon ended his program with a flea for con­
tinued vigilance in protecting the habitat of these usef1 1 and beauti­
ful creatures. 

We hope you enjoyec the January program and will jc~in us for many 
more. If you weren't fortunate enough to be at the last n1eeting, we 
hope you will come to the next one and give your support to these enter­
taining and informative programs. 

COYOTE POINT MUSEUM 

The Coyote Point Huseum for Environmental Educa ti Otl presents a e 
varied winter class schedule for children and adults, beqinning January 
29 through March 4, and will concentrate on the study of plants and 
animals that like the wet, winter season. Hain gear is aclvisable as 
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this class will be conducted in, out and around the museum. 

Then, on ~onrtay, March 8 and on subsequent Mondays through April es, the second s--:=tion will.ernphasize "~erteh:ates"-- bringing frogs, 
toads, sni'ikes, .;kunks, sqtnrrels, rabbJ.ts, mJ.ce, foxes and others of 
the live museum animals into the classromm. 

Children Ln grades 1 and 2 are being offered a "Surprise Class" 
to acquaint the·n with timely and topical proofs of the joys of this 
season. Details may be obtained at the museum, but this is sure to be 
fun and the adv~nturous ones can register immediately. 

"Let's Dic;cover!! !" some things about physics, chemistry and ani­
mal behiivior, i> a class geared to grades 3 and up, beginning January 
29 through Marc, 4, on Thursdays from 4 to 5 p.m. Class members will be 
g11ided around CJyote Point while seeking mctterials to work with and study. 

Once aqai1 the museum is oifering a colle~e level course in cooper­
ation with CanaJa College called "The Peninsula-- A Changing Ecology." 
A series of fiv-"' lectures and two four-hour field trips will begin Feb­
ruary 3. The err~hasis will be on plants and animals of the baylands and 
seashore and t~·~ir importance to our environment. Guest lecturers 
include Dr. iJict,1e Conradson, Dr. Bob Hassur, Bob Gill, John Tinsley, 
Linda Craig and others in addition to muse~m staff instructors. The 
lectures will l-~ given from 9:30 to 11:30 ,J.M and the field trips will 
be established 1fter the class is underway. Registration will be at 
Canada College, Community SPrvices Division: telephone 364-1212, Ext 236. 
The fee is $10. JO 

The "tco1Jgy" clc~ss is required for those wishing to become Museum 

• 
Jocents, trai m 1 volunteers capable of provioing environmental tours for 
children and ac:Jlts. Exceptions will be made only for those persons who 
already huve ar e~tensive background knowledge of the subject matter. 

• 

The practical, in-field docent training will be given by the 
museum free o± :harye. Seven sessions of Baylands Docent Training, Wed­
nesdays from 9: 30 to noon, start February 18. Six weeks of Seashore 
Docent Trainlnc begin on ~ednesday, February 25, also from 9:30 to noon, 
with t~e first ;ession held at the museum. 

1\rwther ; -) 11li1r course in .\stronomy will begin February 19 and 
cantinue throu h March 25. This class will be of interest to anyone under 
100 ye;.1rs of o< ~ since it incluues observational dstronomy ond then 
delves into coU(, far-re-:1ching topics as the origin of the earth and the 
g0laxies, the l irth, growth and death of the stars, gravity, space and 
timQ. Scouts rn y e~rn an astronomy badge UJon successful completion of 
tLe ...:ork. The ! ':e is 1>10 per individual or $12 per family or small 
grour of fricn' s. 

The fee i;r most nature classes for youngsters is $6 per child, 
Jnd in s orne c~,: os, less for museum members. Call 5 73-2 595 for further 
information. 

ht the J, nuary 8 meeting of the Sequoia Audubon board of directors 
it was dec i.cled thcl t we would discontinue our potluck dinners on an 
every-other-morth schedule. No new schedule was established but it was 
suc_lgE'~sted potJ-, c:k d:inne•rs be hPld at the June and December meetings. 
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TH~ ALEUTIAN CANADA GOOSE from OUTDOOR C;\LH'Clf~NIA Nov /Dec 1975 

During the 1975-76 waterfowl huntinq season there v..ill be three • 
areas in California that will be closed to the hu~tlng of Canada geese. 
The closures will he in effect to 'Jive more protection t< the endan<Jered 
Aleutian Canada Goose. 

The federol Endangered Species Act provides not onJy for the com­
plete protection of an endangered species but tl1~t simil2r arpearing or 
"look-alike" species will also be protected so as to rernc ve any addi­
tional thredt to the endangered species. 

From a distctnce, all subspecies of Canada geese look alike, vary­
ing mostly in size. The Aleutian Canada goose is one of the smdller 
subspecies, weighing about five pounds. Clo'e up, it can rJe recognized 
by a broad white band at the base of the bl0ck neck. It is among the 
world's rarest waterfowl, with only about 800 known to exist in the wild. 

The closed areas were determined from the Aleutian ~anada geese 
migratory habits. In the three northwestern CalifornLJ cc unties, the 
geese are the most prevalent during the fall and spring ~igrattons, but 
some remain in these coastal counties through the winter. During the 
fall, most of the geese \.;ill be fo,md in the u~~per Sacran·=-nto Valley 
before they move south to spend th.=> winter in the Grasslc_nds area of 
the San Joaquin Valley. 

Th·"' Aleutian Canada geese nPst only on 11ninh ,bi ted S, 000-acre Bul­
dir Island in the western Aleutian Isldnds, Alaska. They once nested on 
other islands of the Aleutian chain but Arctic foces intr8duced many 
years ago for fur production wiped them out. The flock at Buldir sur­
vived because the island was too remote to introduce fox~s. 

A recovery team h 1s been formed to brinq these gee::.e back to a 
sustaining population. The team's first objective is to aive the geese 
protection during the migration and wintering fJeriod. Tht= second goal 

• 
is to reestablish an aqgregate of 100 nesting pairs of gr ese on two 
additional islands. The islands being considered are Agattu and Amchitka. 
Fo~es on Amchitka have been removed, and control work on Agattu has 
reduced the popul~tion there. 

When the additional 100 nesting pairs hrlve been established, the 
geese would no longer be in danger of extinction and could be moved to 
the less precarious "threatened" category. 1,Ajith the eventual establish­
ment of one more breeding flock on a third island, the bird's wild pop­
ulation could be considered secure and it might then be removed from 
the "threatened" list. All of the uninhabited islands bejng considered 
for reintroduction of geese are within the Aleutian Islards National 
Wildlife Refuge that is proposed for winderness status. 

A number of actions are necessary to reach these gr als. The first 
requires increased production of Aleutian Canada geese in captivity. In 
1963 the u.s. Fish and Wildlife Service transferred 18 g( slings from 
Buldir to the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center in Laure~ , Maryland. 
These goslings were the base of a captive breeding flock that now num­
bers 18 breeding pairs. Over 200 Aleutian geese have beer. produced in 
captivity. In the spring of 1971, 75 of these geese were released on 
Amchitka Island. They were observed for 6 weeks and were last seen .a. 
heading west. Their fate is still unknown. ~ 

In the summer of 1974, 41 more of the Patuxent gee~;e were released 
on Agattu, once the site of one of the largest wild flocks. A group of 
wild geese from Buldir were placed on Agattu to lead the Patuxent birds 



south during mjgration. Some of these released birds made it south, 

• 

as two of them were recovered in California. 

To produc-e enough birds for introduction to the wild will require 
the esb:1blishm(nt of a second captive breeding flock. A second site is 
now being cons1dered. Birds will be hatched at Patuxent and the new site. 
At the age of ?. months they will be transferred to holding pens in the 
western Aleuti;tns at a site to ~e selected. When they reach breeding age 
(2 to 3 years Clld), they will be released on Amchitka and Agattu. 

By movinr1 them to the Aleutians at an early age, they will accli­
mate to the sur-roundings in which they will eventually breed. Wild birds 
from Buldir wi.l be placed with these geese to guide them south until 
the introduced birds have established their own migratory tradition. 
The ne~t tranSJlla~t from the captive flock will be moved to the Aleutians 
by the summer of 1976. 

The third action propost=>d is removal of Arctic foxes from o~her 
selected nestirtg isl3nds. Fox removal is necessctry if the reintroduction 
of geese throu 1hout the Aleutians Islands is to succeed. Since the foxes 
are introduced species on most of the Aleutians, and their introduction 
caused the dec~ine of the geese, their eradication presents no ecologi­
cal conflict •. \lso, the fur economy no longer makes trapping the Arctic 
fox profi b=.tble. 

As these various programs succeed, the Aleutian Canada goose will 
once again takP its place as a viable resource of the Pacific F~yway. 

RICHM<.DSON Ri, Y >!I .OLIFF~ SJ\NCTUARY: ( 3 76 Greenwood Beach Road via Green-
• ·...:ood Cove Road, Tiburon.) 

The foll;wing is a Jist of the programs that will be held at the 
Sanctuary during the coming month. All programs begin at 3:00 PM, 
Sunday afterno•ms. 

• 

February 1 

February 8 

February 15 

February 22 

February 29 

March 7 

Vanishin~ Birds; a film about the California 
Condor and its present day status. 

Harbor_ Seals; a lecture illustrated by slides, 
presented by the National Audubon's South San 
Francisco Bay Sanctuaries warden, Lyman Fancher. 

Otters; Clowns of the Sea; a delightful color film 
about the inimitable sea otters of Monterey Bay. 

Tr i uping \rJi th Terwi 11 iger; a festival of films 
about Marin County's favorite naturalist, 
Elizabeth Terwilliger. 

Last Days of the Qolphin; a beautiful film spon­
sored by the Environmental Defense Fund concern-
ing the dolphin/tuna controversy. 

Life Story of the Hummingbird; a beautifully 
photographed film about this exquisite bird. 

A two-hour nctt1re walk for beginners is also conducted every Sunday 
beginning at 9:00 AM • 

Sanctuary ddrni ;sion for tht=>~-:>e activities is free to Audubon members, 
SOrt for non-menbers. 

A s} 'ecia L 3-ciay trip to Eagle Lake, northwest of Susanville, wi 11 
be conducted by Phil Schaeffer June 4-6. More details in the March 
bulletin. 
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FIELD TRIP REPORT: 

Foster City Bayside Janu<>ry 17, 1976 Le >dcrs: Nancy H, .rn 
Nc1ncy H~ f f 

Thirty children, tePn-aqers and adults c.--,rne out to e ,p1ore the 
bayside and its inhabitants. The c~lildren were introduced to dis­
coveries to come by use of a "Mys tc:-ry Box" f i l1ed with sht 11 s (shot­
gun and shellfish), whelk egg-cases, fec1thers nnd other i'.ems qleaned 
from the area. Birds and their eating habits were e~plaint•d through 
use of "Pot Bellied" bird, a remarkable creature with the ability to 
change beaks and feet by a series of wheel patterns. 

Use of binoculars, field guides, general birding techniques were 
discussed. The total num~er of bird species was fifteen. :e concen­
trated on distinguishing size and "what" the birds w''re drJing so the 
beginners could use their g11ides effectively. Other shell:)ank dis­
coveries included a grebe tangled in a siA pack plastic c 1rrier and a 
sand dab. 

This program of marsh exploration and bird watching ~as so enjoyed 
by the participants an expedition to Pescadero Marsh is p.anned for 
Saturday, February 7 at 9: 00 AM. irJe' 11 be meeting in the 1arking area 
on the ocean side of the highway. An invitation to join t:is group is 
extended to all new and beginning birders. 

DECAL: 
A program of the California Department of Fish and G.ime to provide 

funds for the enhancement of nongame birds, fish and animJ1s. DECAL is 
the non-hunters answer to the claim that all wildlife con;Prvation is 
funded from hunting and fishing license fees. Send your Cleek for $5.00 e 
of more payable to D~CAL TO: DECAL, Box D.F.G., Sacramen~o, CA 95801. 
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